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Introduction

The RCN represents over 390,000 registered nurses, midwives, health
visitors, nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets in
the UK. This makes the RCN the largest professional union of nursing
staff in the world. The College promotes patient and nursing interests
on a wide range of issues by working closely with government, the UK
parliaments and other national and European political institutions, trade
unions, professional bodies and voluntary organisations.

Position Statement

Every Child and young person has the right to expect care to be
provided at home unless they need to be admitted to a hospital
environment. Appropriate help and support from a children’s
community nursing team should be available for parents/families to
enable them to care for their child at home.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly highlights a
child’s right to life, maximum development and access to the highest
attainable standard of health and health care services®. Access to
appropriate specialist nurse staffing is a crucial element in the provision
of good quality services

The House of Commons Select Committee in 19972 stated that:

= All children requiring nursing should have access to a children’s
community nursing service, staffed by qualified children’s
nurses....in whatever community they are being nursed

= This service should be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

= Every GP should have access to a named Children’s Community
Nurse.

Since that time these messages and the importance of community

children’s nursing services have been repeatedly reinforced®#°:°

Community children’s nurses are a diverse workforce with a variety of

models currently in existence. The model of provision provided has

evolved to address the needs of children and young people locally.

Community children’s nursing teams are able to provide:

= emergency care and triage, support for early discharge and
assessment at home

= care and support for children and young people in the community
with long term conditions, as well as those with palliative care
needs

Community children’s nurses have the potential to reduce and prevent

hospital admissions, as well as attendances at outpatient clinics.



2.5 Numerous government policy initiatives and studies of service
provision have highlighted the importance of the community children’s
nursing role, the shortfall in the number of community children’s nurses
across the UK, as well as the need to increase funding for this service.

2.6 The Royal College of Nursing recommends that for an average sized
district with a child population of 50,000 a minimum of 20 WTE
community children's nurses are required to provide a holistic
community children's nursing service in addition to any child specific
continuing care investment.

3.0 We are calling for:

3.1 An end to the inequity of service provision received by children and
young people

3.2 A clear strategy to address the deficiencies and patchy provision of
community children’s nursing services in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland to enable a 24 hour, 7 days a week service

3.3 Development and recognition of an agreed education and competency
framework for children’s nurses working in community settings, along
with greater inclusion of core competencies within pre registration
children’s nursing education programmes
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