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What is it? 

 
The e-books section of the RCN e-library is a collection of over 400 full text electronic books that are relevant to nursing. It is available by selecting 
e-books from the menu in the e-library. 

  
 

What does the e-books collection contain? 
 

 Over 400 full text e-books purchased by the RCN for its members. 
 

 Immediate reference access. You can read the books online and print or save a few pages within copyright restrictions. It is not possible to 
download or print an entire book. 

 
 Links to over 1500 books and reports available freely on the web.   
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http://www.rcn.org.uk/elibrary
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/library/elibrary/copyright


 
e-books   
 
When would you use the e-books collection? 

 
 To find a book online. 

 
 To read a chapter in a book online. 

 
 To print out or save a few pages from a book. 

 
 

 
Finding e-books 

 
From the e-books web page there are two different ways to find e-books. Either:  
 
 Search the RCN Library Catalogue, or  
 
 Link to the e-book collections.  
 
We will look at each of these in turn. 

 
 
 
Search the RCN Library Catalogue for e-books 

 
You can use the RCN Library Catalogue to search for electronic books and reports.  
 

It will search:  
 

 E-books purchased by the RCN for its members (over 350 titles).  
 

 A selection of reports and books available freely online which are relevant to nursing (over 1500 titles). 
 
The Library Catalogue is the most comprehensive way to search for electronic books and reports that are available to RCN members and is 
the recommended way to find e-books. It contains details of both electronic and print books held by the RCN libraries. 
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Search the RCN Library Catalogue for e-books 
 

To open the Library Catalogue from the RCN e-library:   
 

 

1. Select e-books.  
2. Select a link to the Library Catalogue. 
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Search the RCN Library Catalogue for e-books 
 

To search the Library Catalogue for electronic books and reports only:  
 

 

3. Type your search terms in the search box. 
4. Select E-LIBRARY from the drop down menu below the 

search box. 
5. Select Search Catalogue. 

 
Your search is carried out and details of any electronic books or reports are shown.  
You can search using keywords, author or title. If your search does not find anything you could try again using alternative terms. For more 
details of how to search the Library Catalogue see the guide (6).  4 



 
Linking to an e-book 
 
After you have searched the Library Catalogue details of e-books and reports matching your search are displayed.  
 

 

1. Book title and author. 
2. More details; this may include a short summary, chapter 

titles and details of any print copies available from the 
RCN libraries. 

3. Link to the full text e-book. You may be asked to login to 
the RCN website.  

 
Sites you may be linked to are:   
 NetLibrary (e-books purchased for RCN members) 
 MyiLibrary (e-books purchased for RCN members) 
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Link to the e-book collections 
 
We have explored searching the RCN Library Catalogue. We will now look at the other alternative which is to link straight to e-book collections from:  

 
 NetLibrary, and 
 MyiLibrary 
 
These are two different collections so you would have to look at both of them to see all the e-books.  
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Link to the e-book collections 
 

We will explore the MyiLibrary collection. The NetLibrary collection works in a similar way.  
 
To open the MyiLibrary collection:  
 

 

1. Go to the e-books web page. 
2. Select MyiLibrary. (You may be asked to login to the RCN 

website). 
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 Link to the e-book collections 
 3. The MyiLibrary website is opened and a list of available 

titles shown. 
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Browsing an e-books collection 
 
 
 

 

1. Scroll down the page to view the first 10 titles. 
2. Go to the next page to see the next 10 e-books.  
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Searching an e-books collection 
 
 

 

1. Select the type of search you want from the drop 
down list. You can search within the full text of 
books, or by title, keyword, ISBN, author or 
publisher. For subject searches you may wish to 
try a keyword search first. 

2. Type in your search terms. 
3. Select to carry out your search. 
4. Books found by your search are displayed. 
5. Select to open an e-book.  
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Using an e-book  
 
We will now look at some of the ways you can navigate through and use an e-book.  
 

 

1. Browse the Table of Contents. Select the 
chapter you wish to read. Select + sign to see 
sub-sections within chapters. 

2. The e-book is shown here. One page is shown 
at a time. 

3. Search within this e-book, for example to look for 
a keyword. 

4. Print or download up to 10 pages. 
5. Go back to the previous screen. 
6. Move back to the previous page or forward to 

the next page in the book. 
7. Select to see the bibliographic reference 

information for the book. 
8. Email the current page to yourself.  

11 



 
Review 
 
In this guide we have explored e-books including:  
 

 What is available.  
 Different options for finding e-books: either searching the RCN Library Catalogue or linking to an e-books collection. 
 Browsing and searching within the MyiLibrary collection.  
 Using an e-book.  

 
 
If you require advice or support when using e-books please contact RCN Library and Information Services.  
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http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/library/contact

