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What is it? 
 
The e-journals section of the RCN e-library is a list of journals with links to some full text. It is available by selecting ‘E-journals’ from the menu in the 
RCN e-library.  

 
 

What does the e-journals list contain? 
 

 An alphabetical list of journals purchased by the RCN for its members. 
 

 Links to over 700 electronic journals purchased by the RCN for its members. 
 

 Details of print journals held by the RCN libraries.  
 

 Links to some freely available full text journals.  
 
 

When would you use the e-journals list? 
 
 To find a journal.  

 
 To find an article to which you have the reference.  

 
 To find journals related to your area of nursing or speciality.   
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http://www.rcn.org.uk/elibrary


 
Finding a journal  
 
We will now use the e-journals list to find a journal. This is possible by either searching or browsing the list. We will find the ‘Journal of Advanced 
Nursing’ by searching the list.   
 
 

 

1. Type the name of the journal in the box. 
2. Select Search.  
3. Journals matching your search words are 

displayed.  
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Finding a journal  
 
It is also possible to find the same journal by using the letters at the top of the screen to browse.  
 

1. Select letter ‘J’. 
2. Select ‘JO’. 
3. There are 6 pages of journals starting with ‘JO’. 
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Finding a journal  
 

 4. Look down the alphabetical list to find the journal. 
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Finding journals by subject 
 
It is possible to search the list to find journals by subject. This will search words in the journal title, for example to find journals with the words 
‘mental health’ in the title:  
 

 

1. Type in your keyword or keywords. 
2. Select Search. 
3. Matching journal titles are displayed. 
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Finding journals by subject 
 
You may wish to search for other possible words e.g. ‘psychiatric nursing’.   
 
If you need to carry out a literature search on a subject it is usually more effective to use a bibliographic database, for example British Nursing Index 
(BNI).  
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Journal information  
 
 
Once you have found the journal you are interested in, the next stage is to look carefully at the information displayed. Some journals are available 
from several different websites. Let’s look at the information for the ‘Journal of Advanced Nursing.’  
 

 

1. Journal title. 
2. Link to full text journal on CINAHL Plus (EBSCO) website. 

‘Embargo: 1 year’ means that articles from the last year 
(12 months) are not available. 

3. Link to full text journal on the Ovid website (no embargo). 
4. Details of print holdings in the RCN libraries. 
5. Photocopy request forms (to request journal articles from 

the RCN libraries). 
6. Full text journal on Wiley Interscience website (no 

embargo). 

 
In this example, online access is available from CINAHL Plus (EBSCO), Ovid and Wiley Interscience.  
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Finding an article 
 
We will now look at finding an article in a full text journal. We will try to find this article:  
 

Caruana E (2008) Effectiveness of general practice nurse interventions in cardiac risk factor reduction among adults, Journal of 
Advanced Nursing, 62(5), June, pp. 530-531.  

 
 

 

1. Select the link to the journal.  
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Finding an article 
 

2. The relevant website opens. 
3. Select year. 
4. Select issue. 
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Finding an article 

 

5. Find the article. 
6. Select link to full text.  
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Other features 
 
We will explore some of the additional features available on journal websites, in this case the ‘Journal of Advanced Nursing’ on the CINAHL Plus 
(EBSCO) website.   
 
Other journal websites (e.g. Ovid) usually work in a similar way.  
 
 

1. Search by keyword to find articles from this journal.  
2. Receive email Alerts with details of new articles 

published in the journal. To use this feature you will 
need to create an account on the CINAHL Plus 
(EBSCO) website.  
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Review 

 
In this guide we have explored the e-journals list including:  
 

 What it contains. 
 Finding a journal by title. 
 Finding journals by subject. 
 Information displayed on the list.  
 Linking to full text journals.  
 Additional features.  

 
If you require advice or support when using the e-journals list, please contact RCN Library and Information Services. 
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http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/library/contact

