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This selection of useful references was compiled in response to numerous enquiries. It 
is not meant to be an exhaustive list, and it should not be used in place of an up 
to date literature search. 
Some of the references may well be very difficult to acquire without an Inter Library 
loan request to the British Library.  
Could I add a couple of pleas, on behalf of Roma, Gypsy and Traveller people, to 
consider before embarking on any attempts to ‘research Roma, Gypsies and Travellers 
in person’: 

1. Please consider whether the research is going to have any benefit to those that 
you seek to interview. Most Gypsy & Travellers are understandably fed up 
with ‘being used’ for research and seeing no benefits to them as a result. The 
best approach is to liaise with Gypsy & Travellers local to yourselves and 
those working with them, to find out if they have any areas of research that 
they feel is useful to them, and work with them. 

2. Please use a capital G and T when writing Gypsies and Travellers, as they are 
a recognised ethnic group and should be afforded this respect. 

 
Finally to find out about local communities you can try approaching local health trusts 
(see Community Nursing handbook where all specialist workers are listed) and /or 
local Traveller education teams  (enquire through your local authority). But please 
also bear in mind that specialist workers also get inundated with request from students 
and have very busy workloads. 

 
The following references are in no particular order: 
 
 
Reviews of Research literature  
 
Morris M and Clements L. Disability, Social care, Health and Travelling people: a 
report examining existing research and literature relating to the social and health 
needs of Travellers.  2001. Cardiff Law School, Traveller Law Research Unit.  
 
Doyal L, Cameron A, Cemlyn S, Nandy S, and Shaw M. The health of Travellers in 
 the South West region.  2002.  South West Public Health Observatory .  

 
Hajioff S,.McKee M. The health of the Roma people: a review of the published 
 literature. [Review] [54 refs]. Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health.   
2000;54:864-9. 
 
 Zeman et al Roma health Issues: A Review of the Literature and Discussion.  
 Ethnicity and Health 2003;8(3) 223-249 
 
Smart H, Titterton M, Clark C : Gypsy/Traveller families in Scotland: the  
challenges for health promotion. 2003 Health Education vol 103 ( 3) p156-165 
 
Matthews Z The health of Gypsies and Travellers in the UK , A Race Equality  
Foundation Briefing paper.  Better Health Briefing 12.   Nov 2008  
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Primary Research in UK or Ireland  
 
Parry G, Van Cleemput P, Peters J, Moore J, Walters S, Thomas K, Cooper C 
Health Status of Gypsies and Travellers In England: A report of Department  
of Health Inequalities in Health Research Initiative Project 121/7500.  2004.  
 University of Sheffield. report on web site  
www.shef.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/55/71/GT%20final%20report%20for%20web.pdf 
 
Printed summary report available from P Van Cleemput : public health section,  
ScHARR, University of Sheffield, Regent Court, 30 Regent St, Sheffield S1 4DA. 
 
 
Parry G, Van Cleemput P, Peters J, Moore J, Walters S, Thomas K, and Cooper C. 

Health Status of Gypsies and Travellers In England.  Journal of Epidemiology 
and Community Health 2007 61 p198-204  

 
Van Cleemput P, Parry G, Thomas K, Peters J. Health related beliefs and experiences 

of Gypsies and Travellers: a qualitative study. Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health 2007 61 p205-210  

 
2009 Van Cleemput P Abstract of thesis: Gypsies and Travellers accessing primary 

health care: Interactions with health staff and requirements for ‘culturally safe’ 
services Journal of Research in Nursing 14 (4) 365-369   

 
Goward P, Repper J, Appleton L, Hagan T. Crossing Boundaries. Identifying and 

meeting the mental health needs of Gypsies and Travellers  Journal of Mental 
Health 2006  15(3) -315-317 

 
Jesper, E., Griffiths, F. & Smith, L. (2008). A qualitative study of the health 
experience of Gypsy Travellers in the UK with a focus on terminal illness. Primary 
Health Care Research & Development, 9, p. 157-165. 
 
Treise C, Shepherd G Developing mental health services for Gypsy Travellers: An 

exploratory study. Clinical Psychology Forum 163- July 2006  
 
Reid B. A Feminist exploration of Traveller women’s experiences of maternity care in 

the Republic of Ireland. Midwifery  on line Nov 2006 
 
Lewis G, Drife J. Why Mothers Die 1997-1999: The Confidential Enquiries into 

Maternal Deaths in the United Kingdom.  41. 2001. London, RCOG.  
 
 Pahl J, Vaile M. Health and health care among Travellers. Journal of Social Policy 

1986;17:195-213. 

Van Cleemput P, Parry G. Health status of Gypsy Travellers. Journal of Public    
Health Medicine. 2001;23:129-34. 

 
 

http://www.shef.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/55/71/GT%20final%20report%20for%20web.pdf
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Edwards DM,Watt RG. Diet and hygiene in the lives of Gypsy Travellers in 
Hertfordshire. Community Dental Health. 1997;14:41-6. 

Edwards DM, Watt RG. Oral health care in the lives of Gypsy Travellers in east 
Hertfordshire. British Dental Journal. 1997;183:252-7. 

Feder G, Vaclavik T, Streetly A. Traveller Gypsies and childhood immunization: a 
study in east London. British Journal of General Practice. 1993;43:281-4. 

 Feder G. Traveller gypsies and primary care. Journal of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners. 1989;39:425-9. 

 Arnold T and Griffiths T. Bringing Up Children in a Traveller Community.  1993. 
London, Save the Children. ( report – now out of print) 

 
Ginnety P. The Health of Travellers: based on a research study with Travellers in 
Belfast.  1993. Belfast, EH& SSB.  
 
 Gordon M, Gorman DR, Hashem S, Stewart DG. The health of Travellers' children in    
Northern Ireland. Public Health. 1991;105:387-91. 

 Herity B, and Solan J. The Travellers' Health status Study, Vital Statistics of  
Travelling People,1987.  1987. Dublin, Health Research Board.  
 
Heron S, Barry J, Fitzgerald M, MacLachlan M. The Psychosocial Health of Irish  
Traveller Mothers. In MacLachlan M, O'Connell M, eds. Cultivating Pluralism:  
Psychological ,social, and cultural perspectives on a changing Ireland, pp 93-116.  
Dublin Oak Tree Press, 2000. 
 
Warrington C.  Children’s Voices Changing Futures Ormiston Children and Families  
Trust 2006 
 
 Pavee Point.  A Review of Travellers’ Health using Primary Care as a model of Good 
 Practice 2005 
 
Fitzpatrick P, Molloy B, Johnson Z Community mothers’ programme: extension to  
the travelling community in Ireland. Journal of Epidemiology and Community  Health 
 1997 51 p299-303 
 
 
 Health inequalities, health impact, and Policy related Documents in UK and 

Ireland (pertaining to Gypsies and Travellers) 
 
EHRG. 2009 Primary care service framework: Gypsy & Traveller communities. 
http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/primary_care_service_frameworks/2009/ehrg_gypsies
and_travellers_pcsf_190509.pdf  NHS primary care contracting  
 
Cabinet Office 2010, Inclusion Health: Improving the way we meet the primary 
healthcare needs of the socially excluded', Cabinet Office. 

 
 

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/primary_care_service_frameworks/2009/ehrg_gypsies_and_travellers_pcsf_190509.pdf
http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/primary_care_service_frameworks/2009/ehrg_gypsies_and_travellers_pcsf_190509.pdf
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A Dialogue of Equals: The Pacesetters programme Community Engagement Guide 
 (Department of Health) 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyA
ndGuidance/DH_082382  

Cemlyn S., Greenfields M., Matthews Z., et al. Inequalities Experienced by Gypsy 
and Traveller Communities: A Review (2009) University of Bristol/Buckinghamshire 
New University/Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

Cemlyn S. Human rights and Gypsies and Travellers: an exploration of the application 
of a human rights perspective to social work with a minority community in Britain. 
British Journal of Social Work (2008) 38(1):153–173 

Van Cleemput P.  Health Impact of Gypsy Sites Policy in the UK. Journal of Social 
Policy and Society 2008 7: 1, p103-117 

** NB This paper is one in a themed section of vol.1, Jan 2008 of the Journal, edited 
by Colin Clark  – all the 5 papers are relevant and worth reading.  The themed 
section is called Care or Control? - Gypsies, Travellers and the State. It starts 
with an introduction by Colin Clark on p 65 

     The themed section concludes with useful resources – so I won’t duplicate them 
 
2010 Van Cleemput P Social exclusion of Gypsies and Travellers: health impact    
Journal of Research in Nursing published 1 March 2010, 10.1177/1744987110363235 
http://jrn.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/1744987110363235v1

Commission for Racial Equality (CRE). Common Ground: Equality, Good Race 
Relations and Sites for Gypsies and Irish Travellers (2006) London: CRE. 

 Task Force. Task Force on the Travelling Community: Executive Summary. 1995.   
(Ireland) 
 
 Department of Health and Children. Traveller Health A National Strategy 2002-2005.  

Dublin: Government of Ireland 2002.  

Scottish Executive. Fair for All: Improving the Health of Ethnic Minority     Groups 
and the Wider Community in Scotland.  5-12-2001. 

Welsh Assembly. Review of Service provision for Gypsies and Travellers Report.  
2003.  

 
 EUMC. Breaking the Barriers- Romani Women and access to Public Health care.  

2003. Luxembourg, Office for Official publications of the European 
Communities.   (includes UK) 

 

Evaluations of services and health needs assessments  
 

 
 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_082382
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_082382
http://jrn.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/1744987110363235v1?papetoc
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Van Cleemput P, Bissell P, Harris J   Pacesetters Programme Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller core strand. Evaluation Report for the Department of Health  
 http://www.shef.ac.uk/scharr/sections/ph/research/h_i/hiresearch
 
Newark and Sherwood PCT (Dr Arun Patel) Health Care Needs Assessment of 
Travellers in Newark and Sherwood District 2003-2004 
 
 Durward L. Traveller Mothers and babies; who cares for their health.  1990. London, 

Maternity Alliance.  
 
 Hawes D. Gypsies, Travellers and the Health Service – A study of inequality. Bristol 

The  Policy Press 1997 
 
 Bower J. Travellers' Voices.  2003.  Ormiston Children and  Families Trust  
 
 Roberts A and McDonald K. An Assessment of the Health Needs of the Travelling 

Population of Wrexham and Deeside.  2001. 

 
Personal practice accounts and comment  

 Van Cleemput P. Health care needs of Travellers. Archives of Disease in Childhood. 
2000;82:32-7. 
 
Cemlyn S.  Traveller Children and the State: Welfare or Neglect.  Child Abuse 
Review; 4, 278-290 
 
Cemlyn S.  Health and Social work; working with Gypsies and Travellers ..Practice 
6: 4, 246-261 
 
Cemlyn S.  Policy and Provision by Social Services for Traveller children and 
families.  Report on Research study Nuffield  Foundation 1997 
 
Batstone J. Meeting the Health Needs of Gypsies. Nursing Standard 1993;7:30-2. 

Hussey R 1988 Travellers and preventative health care: what are the health authorities 
doing? BMJ vol29 1998  

Streetly A. Health care for travellers: one year's experience. British Medical Journal 
Clinical Research Ed. 1987;294:492-4. 

Cornwell J and (SCF). Improving Health Care for Travellers.  1-1-1984.  Kings Fund 
Centre London. 

McCann V. Health Education for a Traveller community. Health Visitor 1987;60:293. 

 

Other Useful Reading 

 
 

http://www.shef.ac.uk/scharr/sections/ph/research/h_i/hiresearch
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‘Doing research’ with Gypsy–Travellers in England: reflections on experience and... 
Brown and Scullion Community Dev J.2010; 45: 169-185 
 
2006 Chapter 9 Vulnerable groups with extra needs: Travellers and Gypsies p 462-
463 in Oxford Handbook of Primary Care and Community Nursing eds Drennan V, 
Goodman C. OUP. 
 
Morris R, Clements L Gaining Ground: Law Reform for Gypsies and Travellers.  

University of Hertfordshire Press. 1999 

Commission for Racial Equality (CRE). Common Ground: Equality, Good Race 
Relations and Sites for Gypsies and Irish Travellers (2006) London: CRE. 

Brown, P. & Niner, P. (2009) Assessing local housing authorities’ progress in meeting 
the accommodation needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities in England. Available 
at: 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/research/pages/assessinglocal
housingauthorities'progressinmeetingtheaccommodationneedsofgypsyandtravellercom
munities
 

Clark C., Greenfields M. Here to Stay: The Gypsies and Travellers of Britain (2006) 
Hatfield: University of Hertfordshire Press. 

Acton T, Mundy G (eds)  Romani Culture and Gypsy identity  University of    
Hertfordshire Press 1997 

 
McDonagh M. Nomadism in Irish Travellers Identity. In: McCann M et al eds, Irish 

Travellers, culture and ethnicity. Belfast: Belfast Institute of Irish Studies 1994 
 
Helman C.  Culture, Health and Illness. New York: Arnold, 2001. 

Mason D (ed)  Explaining Ethnic Differences: Changing patterns of disadvantage in 
Britain  Policy Press 2003 

 
Senior P, Bhopal RS.  Ethnicity as a variable in epidemiological research. British 

Medical Journal, 1994; 309: 327-9. 

Bhopal R.  Is research into ethnicity and health racist, unsound, or important science?  
British Medical Journal, 1997, 314: 1751 

Culley, L & Dyson, S. Ethnicity and Healthcare Practice (2009). Quay Books. 
http://www.quaybooks.co.uk/product_info.php?products_id=325&osCsid=h
dmfdhk9urdstknc0ob4llks34

Web Sites  

www.dglg.org (Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group) 
www.paveepoint.ie ( Irish Travellers organisation in Dublin) 

 
 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/research/pages/assessinglocalhousingauthorities'progressinmeetingtheaccommodationneedsofgypsyandtravellercommunities
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/research/pages/assessinglocalhousingauthorities'progressinmeetingtheaccommodationneedsofgypsyandtravellercommunities
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/research/pages/assessinglocalhousingauthorities'progressinmeetingtheaccommodationneedsofgypsyandtravellercommunities
http://www.quaybooks.co.uk/product_info.php?products_id=325&osCsid=hdmfdhk9urdstknc0ob4llks34
http://www.quaybooks.co.uk/product_info.php?products_id=325&osCsid=hdmfdhk9urdstknc0ob4llks34
http://www.dglg.org/
http://www.paveepoint.ie/
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www.Gypsy-Traveller.org (Friends, Families and Travellers) 
www.irishtraveller.org.uk (Irish Traveller Movement in Britain) 
www.romasupportgroup.org.uk (Roma Support Group) 
www.ormiston.org (see section on Gypsies and Travellers Cambridge Travellers 
Initiative)  
www.grtleeds.co.uk (Leeds GATE- Gypsy, Roma, Traveller Organisation)  
               

 
 

 
 

http://www.gypsy-traveller.org/
http://www.irishtraveller.org.uk/
http://www.romasupportgroup.org.uk/
http://www.ormiston.org/
http://www.grtleeds.co.uk/
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