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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. RCN 2008 annual international nursing research conference - request for fringes

8 - 11 April 2008, Liverpool, England, UK

If you would like to submit a fringe for consideration at the RCN 2008 conference, please fill in the form via the website.

Keynote speakers include:
Brendan McCormack, Professor of Nursing Research, University of Ulster and Director of Nursing Research and Practice Development, Royal Hospitals Trust, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Ruth Northway, Professor of Learning Disability Nursing, University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, Wales
Andrea Baumann, Associate Vice-President, Faculty of Health Sciences, International Health & Director, Nursing Health Services, Research Unit, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Masterclasses:
Clinical decision making (Andrea Baumann)
Creating the conditions for human flourishing - living the practice spiral of transformational research and practice development (Brendan McCormack)

Contact: Kathryn Clark, Assistant Conference & Events Manager
Tel: 020 7647 3585
Email: research@rcn.org.uk

Website: www.rcn.org.uk/research2008/ 


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN East of England Research Society in association with Addenbrooke's Hospital: Nursing and allied health poster forum

24 January 2008, Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, England, UK

An opportunity for nurses and allied health professions to present their posters and share their work. Open to all nurses and allied health professionals who work or study within the Eastern Region, England.

Contact: Kornelia Hathaway
Tel: 01223 596048
Email: kornelia.hathaway@addenbrookes.nhs.uk 

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/regional_research_society_groups/eastern/


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. ASCEND: Advanced Summer Schools for European Nursing Doctorates

23 June - 04 July 2008, Dublin, Ireland 

The European Academy of Nursing Science (EANS) has 35 places available to new participants on the 2008 Summer school. The European Union award will make a substantial contribution to travel, accommodation and subsistence expenses.

Contact: Anne Matthews, Dublin City University
Email: anne.matthews@dcu.ie
Website: http://european-academy-of-nursing-science.com

Deadline for applications: 01 February 2008


	Research Funding

	4. Journal of Community Nursing Excellence in Practice: 2008 writing awards.

To celebrate 30 years of excellence in the field of community nursing literature and publishing, the Journal of Community Nursing is proud to announce the first "Excellence in Practice 2008" writing awards. We invite our readership to submit entries for this prestigious award which will reward innovation and clinical excellence in primary care practice. Articles in the following subject areas will be considered: mental health, paediatrics, learning disability and adult nursing, and specialities can include continence, wound management, respiratory care, nutrition, palliative care, education, research, management and innovative practice. Entries may take the form of reflective accounts of practice, case studies or research articles and can be supported with relevant visuals e.g. tables, graphs and pictures.

First prize is an award of 500GBP plus publication in a future issue of JCN. Second prize is an award of 250GBP plus publication in a future issue of JCN. There will also be five merit awards of 100GBP for the runners up. A student nurse award of 100GBP will also be given to the most promising new writer.

Contact: Fiona Meehan, Editor
Email: awards@jcn.co.uk 

Closing date: 30 April 2008


	Current Research Commissions

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme funding opportunity.

The NIHR HTA programme provides an assessment of the costs, effectiveness and broader impact of any method used by health professionals to promote health; prevent, diagnose or treat disease; or improve rehabilitation and long-term care. 

Research proposals are sought on the following topics:

Primary Research (Outline proposals)

07/75 Preventing anxiety and depression in people at high risk
07/76 Helping young women on hormonal contraception to stop smoking
07/77 Smoking cessation for people in treatment for alcohol dependence
07/78 Increasing physical activity levels and increasing smoking cessation
07/81 Interferon gamma tests in the diagnosis of tuberculosis infection
07/83 Antidepressants in the management of 'negative' symptoms of schizophrenia
07/84 Angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors and the risk of abdominal aortic aneurysm rupture
07/88 Self-managed therapy packages for obsessive-compulsive disorder
07/89 Management of high anal fistulae

Evidence Synthesis (Full proposals)

07/85 Anti-obesity drugs in primary care

Contact: HTA commissioning team
Email: htacmsng@soton.ac.uk 
Website: http://www.hta.ac.uk/funding/standardcalls/ 

Deadline for receipt of proposals: 6 February 2008

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme funding opportunity.

The NIHR HTA programme provides an assessment of the costs, effectiveness and broader impact of any method used by health professionals to promote health; prevent, diagnose or treat disease; or improve rehabilitation and long-term care. 

Research proposals are sought on the following topics:

Primary Research (Full proposals)

07/82 A feasibility study and trial protocol development for a UK-based screening programme for lung cancer utilising low dose computerised tomography

Contact: HTA commissioning team
Email: htacmsng@soton.ac.uk 
Website: http://www.hta.ac.uk/funding/standardcalls/ 

Deadline for receipt of proposals: 12 March 2008


	Research Policy/Strategy

	7. Medical Research Council Delivery Plan for 2008-09 to 2010-11. 

The Delivery Plan summarises, in line with guidance provided by the Department for Innovation, University and Skills (DIUS), how the MRC will use its resources during the next Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) period (2008/09 - 2010/11). The Delivery plan includes outlines of the MRC's focus in research, the new funding arrangements under OSCHR and an overview of the MRC's research priorities.

Website: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/NewsViewsAndEvents/News/MRC004270 


	Consultations Documents

	8. RCN-led consultations

The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process an up-to-date list of consultations is available on the RCN website. Recent consultations with RCN deadlines in brackets include:

i) Welsh Assembly Government, "Quality of food strategy" [31 Dec 07]
ii) Cancer Peer Review,Department of Palliative Medicine, St. Thomas' Hospital, "Cancer Action Team - Gateway 8845: Draft rehabilitation measures for the manual for cancer services" [11 Jan 08]
iii) MLX 345: Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA), "Consultation on a Risk-Based Inspection Programme for Good Practice Inspections" [15 Jan 08]
iv) Department of Health, "Consultation on the draft revised Mental Health Act 1983 Code of Practice" [24 Jan 08]
v) Scottish Government, "Consultation on a Safe Prescription: Developing NMAHP Prescribing in NHS Scotland" [25 Jan 08]
vi) Scottish Government, "Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 - Consultation on Secondary Legislation" [05 Feb 08]
vii) Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), "Consultation on the assessment and funding of higher education research post-2008" [14 Feb 08]
viii) Scottish Government, "Towards A Mentally Flourishing Scotland: The Future Of Mental Health Improvement In Scotland 2008-11" [22 Feb 08]
 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/policy/consultations

	9. Healthcare Commission national audit process relating to Essence of Care.

The Healthcare Commission has chosen the RCN to lead a scoping project to evaluate the feasibility of a national audit process relating to Essence of Care. To help us deliver this, we are looking for feedback from our members via a questionnaire. National clinical audit would provide an overarching indication of the impact of local work on Essence of Care topics in improving the quality and safety of patient care. The project will take a multidisciplinary approach and aims to engage a wide range of people (eg. patients, carers, clinical staff, senior staff, managers, and non-executive directors, other healthcare staff and other groups) to gain consensus for national audit. The aims of the project are:
* To identify a ranked list of priority topics related to the Essence of Care 
* To consider which topics are most feasible for national clinical audit and most like to result in improvements in the quality and safety of patient care 
* To identify links to existing information systems and to consider the most streamlined and cost-effective approach to data collection

To help us deliver the first two aims of the project, we are inviting members to complete the Essence of Care project questionnaire, which is on the website. Please advise your member contacts about this project and encourage them to complete the questionnaire. The deadline for completion is 11 January 2008. The final report and recommendations arising from this work will be submitted to the Healthcare Commission on 31 January 2008.

Contact: Linda Watterson (Programme manager) and Lynne Currie (Project Manager), RCN Institute
Email: eoc@rcn.org.uk 

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/essence_of_care 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	10. Clinical Resource Efficiency Support Team (CREST): Guidelines and Audit Implementation Network (GAIN). 

CREST has now amalgamated with the Regional Multiprofessional Audit Group (RMAG) and the Northern Ireland Audit Advisory Committee (NIRAAC) to form a single clinical and social care regional audit and guidelines body for Northern Ireland to be known as the Guidelines and Audit Implementation Network

Website: http://www.crestni.org.uk/ 

	11. Patient Reported Health Instruments Group (PHIG)

PHIG is part of the National Centre for Health Outcomes Development and is based in the Unit of Health-care Epidemiology Department of Public Health, University of Oxford. The Patient Reported Health Instruments website is designed to inform the selection of patient-assessed health instruments through the provision of:
* a bibliographic database, which contains over 7000 records that relate to the development and testing of instruments
* details of selection criteria to guide the application of patient reported health instruments
* reports based on comprehensive reviews of the literature produced for the Department of Health, covering child-health, diabetes mellitus, mental health, older people, and patient involvement which are downloadable from the website

They have recently uploaded a comprehensive review on the website. This was commissioned by the Department of Health and includes reviews of PROMs for people with asthma, COPD, diabetes, epilepsy, heart failure and stroke. Also included are reviews of instruments to measure QOL for carers and patients perceptions of quality.

Website: http://phi.uhce.ox.ac.uk/ 

	12. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance – December 2007

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales in November 2007:

Clinical guidelines
i) Atopic eczema in children

Technology appraisals

None

Public health

None

Interventional procedures

i) Circumferential epithelial radiofrequency ablation for Barrett's oesophagus
ii) Endoscopic saphenous vein harvest for coronary artery bypass grafting
iii) Hybrid procedure for interim management of hypoplastic left heart syndrome in neonates
iv) Thoracoscopic aortopexy for severe primary tracheomalacia
v) Thoracoscopic excision of mediastinal parathyroid tumours
vi) Thoracoscopically assisted mitral valve surgery

Public patient safety pilot

i) Clinical and cost-effectiveness of interventions in medicines reconciliation at the point of admission

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byDate

	13. Australian Resource Centre for Healthcare Innovations (ARCHI)

ARCHI is an information service for health professionals. It promotes the dissemination of resources related to innovative health care delivery both in hospitals and across the community. It also provides access to a network of health professionals. This is achieved through the web site, an enquiry service, seminars, a newsletter and discussion groups.

News from the November 2007 issue of the e-bulletin ARCHI Net News includes:

- NSW Health Expo 2007 
- Healthy Workplace Project 
- Master Class with Paul Wallace - Care Management: Making the Right Things Easier…for Patients and for their Doctors
- Master Class with Jeanne Huddleston - The Journey of Hospital Medicine in the United States of America
- Innovations in Clinical Practice Seminar 
- WA Public Tertiary Hospital GP Satisfaction Survey Methodology and Questionnaire

Website: http://www.archi.net.au/our_services/nn/2007/nov07

News from the December 2007 issue of the e-bulletin ARCHI Net News includes:

- Case Management for Chronic Disease Model of Care 
- Breathe Easy Walk Easy
- Workforce Roles
- Integrated Aged Care & Chronic Care Workshop
- Master Class with Dr Paul McCormack
- Karitane Toddler Clinic (KTC)

Website: http://www.archi.net.au/our_services/nn/2007/dec07 


	Completed Research & Development - Subscription Based

	14. Stewart, S. (2007), "A Self-fulfilling Prophecy: Building a Successful Career in Health Research"

Wiley, 2007, 184 pages, ISBN 9780470060711.

"…an interesting insight into the author's career as a health researcher. Professor Simon Stewart is the Head of Preventative Cardiology at the Baker Heart Institute in Melbourne, Australia. He is a nurse with extensive experience and an international reputation in health research and now leads a multidisciplinary team of researchers who undertake trials in cardiology. In this book Stewart has reflected upon and articulated his experiences of building a successful research career as a basis for the book. He also draws on the experiences of others, particularly people who are at different stages in their research careers. The book focuses on identifying the strategies, challenges, obstacles, benchmarks and enablers that have enabled the building of an effective research career framework." Debbie Kralik PhD RN, Editor, Journal of Advanced Nursing, Director, Research Unit, Royal District Nursing Service, South Australia, Australia.


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	15. 1st Biennial international Evidence-Based nursing conference: Advancing nursing practice through evidence

Malaysia, 25 - 28 June 2008

Contact: Jane Buncuan
Tel: +6 082 292284
Email: ebnc08_inquiry@fmhs.unimas.my
Website: www.fmhs.unimas.my/EBNC08/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1

Abstract deadline: 4 January 2008

	16. 13th Research Conference of the Workgroup of European Nurse Researchers (WENR), "Chronic Illness Management"

2-5 September 2008, Vienna, Austria

Contact: Elisabeth Marcher or Ingrid Leskovich, Austrian Nurses Association
Tel: +43-1-478 27 10
Email: wenr.conference@oegkv.at 
Website: www.oegkv.at/wenr 

Abstract deadline: 5 January 2008

	17. Health Services Research Network and NIHR SDO Programme joint 2008 annual conference, "Delivering better health services"

4 - 5 June 2008, Manchester, England, UK

Contact: Stephan Groombridge
Email: Stephan.Groombridge@nhsconfed.org
Website: http://www.nhsconfed.org/specialist/specialist-3111.cfm 

Abstract deadline: 14 January 2008

	18. Quality of primary health care, the perspective of patients

28 - 29 March 2008, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Organised by WONCA Europe, European forum for primary care, Department of family practice, University Ljubljana, Institute for development of family medicine. This conference aims at exchanging experiences and stimulating dialogue on the quality of primary care from the patients' perspective between providers, managers, policymakers, teachers and patients and their representatives. It focuses on the countries of Central and Eastern Europe but also draws from experiences elsewhere in Europe and beyond

Contact: Mrs Barbara Toplek, Institute for development of Family Medicine
Email: barbara.toplek@mf.uni-lj.si
Website: http://www.ljubljanapatient2008.si/welcome.html 

Abstract deadline: 15 January 2008

	19. UK Mental Health Research Network (MHRN) third national scientific conference

12 - 14 March 2008, London, England, UK

The conference will be multi-disciplinary bridging basic and clinical science through to public health, and the focus will be to showcase high quality international research in mental health.

Contact: Sandra O'Sullivan, UKMHRN North London Hub
Tel: 020 7386 1237
Email: s.osullivan@imperial.ac.uk
Website: http://www.mhrn.info/dnn/ScientifcConference2008/tabid/171/Default.aspx 

Abstract deadline: 1 February 2008


	Events

	20. The Association of Child Health Nurse Researchers (UK) affiliated with the RCN's Research in Child Health (RiCH) Group workshop

18 January 2008, 10.00-16.30 hrs, RCN HQ, London

This is the first of a series of three workshops designed to provide support, opportunities for networking and information for child health researchers. Action learning sets, individual support and opportunities for sustained contact will be features of this series of workshops. This workshop will be particularly suitable for students undertaking the early stages of their research programmes.

Cost: 45GBP
Contact: Dr Alison Twycross
Email: atwycros@hscs.sgul.ac.uk


