
 

Clinical Governance e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Resources for Learning and Improving Team at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects of clinical governance. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk  

 

If you would like to learn more about Clinical Governance related issues visit the Clinical Governance Online Resource at: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance
 

You can also keep up-to date with the RCN Clinical Governance e-Bulletin, via the social bookmarking tool Delicious: http://delicious.com/clinicalgovernance
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*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *
Quality Improvement Network
 

The Quality Improvement Network (QIN) is an RCN members' group for healthcare professionals interested in promoting quality. It is active UK-wide in providing opportunities to influence quality improvement at all levels and promoting wide dissemination of information. Its members participate by sharing ideas, practice, expertise, experiences and knowledge. The network believes that the patient experience will be improved through promoting quality improvement activities. Membership is free to RCN members and does not count as one of the three forums. Call RCN Direct on 0345 7726100 to register.

 

If you are a member of another health profession or work in clinical governance you can join QIN for a one-off fee of £20. Please send a cheque made payable to the RCN, with your contact details to: The Network Administrator, RCN Institute, Whichford House, Building 1400, Parkway Court, Oxford Business Park, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2JY.

 

For further information about QIN activities see the Quality Improvement Network community.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/communities/specialisms/quality_improvement_network 

 

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *
 

 

A. Clinical Governance: general
 

DH: National Archives copy of the Department of Health website. The National Archives preserves online government information by regularly archiving UK central government websites. The Department of Health website is currently being updated to reflect the change in Government. Some information published before 11 May 2010 has been removed, but can still be accessed through The National Archives Website.

http://collections.europarchive.org/tna/20100509080731/dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm 

 

DH: Health Secretary outlines vision for locally led NHS service changes. The Health Secretary Mr Lansley has outlined new, strengthened criteria that he expects decisions on NHS service changes to meet. They must: focus on improving patient outcomes; consider patient choice; have support from GP commissioners; and be based on sound clinical evidence. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116290 

 

DH: McKinsey report on the fiscal future of the NHS (Freedom of Information release). In February 2009 McKinsey was instructed by the Department to provide advice on how commissioners might achieve world class NHS productivity to inform the second year of the world class commissioning assurance system and future commissioner development. The advice from McKinsey, in the form of the following slides, was provided in March 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/FreedomOfInformation/Freedomofinformationpublicationschemefeedback/FOIreleases/DH_116520 

RCN: Involve nursing staff in efficiency decisions. The RCN is highlighting the need to involve nursing staff in efficiency – saving decisions as the scale of the financial challenge facing the NHS becomes clear. The College is urging government and health care commissioners to maintain a long term view when dealing with economic challenges. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_involve_nursing_staff_in_efficiency_decisions  

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS): Priorities for action 2010-11. The Priorities for Action 2010-11 identifies seven key areas. http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/priorities-for-action-2010-11.pdf  

News release: Challenging year ahead for Health and Social Care.  

http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-25052010-challenging-year-ahead.htm 

 

Programme for Government: This website is the online version of The Coalition: our programme for government. The new programme is the result of discussions between the two parties that form the government – the Conservative Party and the Liberal Democrats. It contains sections on the NHS (chapter 22), social care and disability (chapter 28) and public health (chapter 25). 

http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk/ 

DH Press release: Coalition document sets out positive direction for health and social care. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116236 

 

Royal College of Nursing (RCN): RCN welcomes focus on improving public health and reducing health inequalities. The Royal College of Nursing welcomes the focus on improving public health and reducing health inequalities in the Queen’s speech to Parliament. However, the RCN is urging the government to engage in meaningful dialogue with nurses to see how this can be best achieved. 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_welcomes_focus_on_improving_publicRCN: Involve nursing staff in efficiency decisions_health_and_reducing_health_inequalities     

Scottish Government: Scotland’s National Dementia Strategy. This strategy will “transform dementia services by developing common standards of care for the first time; by producing a framework to ensure that all staff who provide care and support are skilled and knowledgeable about dementia; and by significantly improving care pathways, and strengthening the integration of health and social care services”. 

Strategy: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/health/mental-health/servicespolicy/Strategy  

Background: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/health/mental-health/servicespolicy/Dementia 

 

B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Innovations Exchange: Clinical decision support tools. A range of practical clinical decision support tools (American). 

http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/?utm_source=issueanc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20100526 

 

AHRQ: Health Literacy Universal Precautions Toolkit. This American toolkit provides resources for primary care practices to ensure proper health literacy assessment and to promote greater understanding for all patients. http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/literacy/index.html 

 

British Association for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition (BAPEN): Toolkit for Commissioners and Providers in England: Malnutrition matters: meeting quality standards in nutritional care. This BAPEN Toolkit is based on world-class commissioning competencies and enables commissioners and providers in local authorities, primary care organisations, hospital trusts and foundation hospitals to include best nutritional care when commissioning / redesigning all care services in all health and care settings. The nutritional care tools were developed in consultation with many organisations. 

Toolkit: http://www.bapen.org.uk/pdfs/toolkit-for-commissioners.pdf   

Press release: http://www.bapen.org.uk/res_press_rel_commissioners.html   

Care Quality Commission (CQC): Commissioning healthcare in prisons 2008/09. The report, published jointly with Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP), is an overview of findings from questionnaire surveys, which The CQC carried out with the lead PCT for each prison that HMIP inspected in that year. The report includes recommendations for PCTs, and highlights arrangements for continuity of care when prisoners are released or transferred as an area that was getting worse rather than better in the sample of PCTs.

Report: http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=15740 

Background: http://www.cqc.org.uk/aboutcqc/howwedoit/workinginpartnership/offenderhealthandsocialcare/commissioninghealthandsocialcareforoffenders.cfm  

News story: http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36287&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false  

DH: Healthcare travel costs scheme: instructions and guidance for the NHS. Regulations governing the Healthcare Travel Costs Scheme were amended on 7th April 2010. This guidance document has been updated to reflect these amendments, and also includes changes to reimbursement of the London Congestion Charge.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116383  

 

DH: Mixing of medicines prior to administration in clinical practice: medical and non-medical prescribing. Following recommendations from the Commission on Human Medicines, medicines regulations were amended in December 2009 to enable doctors and other prescribers to mix medicines themselves and to direct others to mix medicines.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116361 

National Prescribing Centre (NPC): Mixing of medicines. At the request of the Department of Health, the NPC has produced an accompanying resource to help organisations and practitioners understand and implement these changes. http://www.npc.co.uk/policy/resources/mixing_of_medicines.pdf 

 

General Medical Council (GMC): Treatment and care towards the end of life: good practice in decision making. Patients must be given the opportunity in advance to discuss what treatment and care they want towards the end of life, according to this guidance from the General Medical Council (GMC).

Press release: http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/7057.asp 

Report: http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/7057.asp 

 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF): Residential care home workforce development: the rhetoric and reality of meeting older residents’ future care needs. This study examines the best way of meeting the future needs of older care home residents. Exploring evidence from an in-depth study of three residential homes, it confirms that training care staff in basic clinical skills can enhance health and social care provision for older people in residential homes. http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/care-workforce-development 

 

NHS Information Centre for health and social care (NHS IC): National Kidney care Vascular Access Audit Report 2009. The National Kidney Care Audit is commissioned by the Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership and managed by the NHS IC. This reports the audit for the provision of timely and appropriate surgery for permanent vascular access. 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/kidney-care 

NHS Wales: Chronic Conditions Management Demonstrators - Diabetes Intermediate Care Project. The purpose of the diabetes based work of the National Demonstrator at Cardiff is to develop a proposal to move a proportion of secondary care based diabetes out of patient clinics into the community. Progress has now been made and a subsequent model, using intermediate care clinics, whilst identifying the benefits with clinicians and now be viewed at the official website of the CCM Demonstrators.

http://www.ccmdemonstrators.com/Article.aspx?CMSPageID=515 

 

National Prescribing Centre (NPC): Renin-Angiotensin Drugs (Rads). A new suite of rooms is now available, which discusses ACE inhibitors, angiotensin-II receptor antagonists and direct renin inhibitors, and how the choice of drug within this class can be guided. http://www.npci.org.uk/nsm/nsm/renin/room_renin.php 

Scottish Government: Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) – Integrated adult policy. "The NHSScotland DNACPR policy has been developed with the intent of supporting patients to achieve their goals for their end of life, in any care setting, but does not preclude other active interventions or care". Documents, training tools and FAQs for this policy are available. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/LivingandDyingWell/ShortLifeGroups/-DNACPR 

DNACPR document: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/24095633/0  

 

Welsh Assembly Government (WAG): The importance of spiritual care in the NHS recognised. The important role that spiritual and faith services in the NHS have in supporting patients, staff and families is recognised in new guidance published by the Welsh Assembly Government. http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/spiritualcare/?lang=en 

 

WAG: Better health key to a sustainable Wales. The Chief Medical Officer for Wales, Dr Tony Jewell has stated that improving the long-term health and well-being of the people of Wales is a key to the Assembly Government’s commitment to sustainability.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2010/100520sustainable/?lang=en 

 

 

C. Patient Safety

 

AHRQ: Hospital Survey on Patient Safety Culture 2010 - User Comparative Database Report. The report provides initial results that hospitals can use to compare their patient safety culture to other U.S. hospitals (American). http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/hospsurvey10/ 

 

BMC Health Services Research: Medication errors with electronic prescribing (eP): Two views of the same picture. The study was carried out at one English district general hospital approximately two years after implementation of an integrated electronic prescribing, administration and records system and aimed to compare the eP medication error picture obtained with retrospective quantitative and qualitative methods. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/135/abstract  

British Medical Association (BMA): Shift-work, rest and sleep: minimising the risks. This discussion paper examines the effect of shift-working on the health and performance of junior doctors and the effect that this has on patient safety. The paper calls for detrimental effects of fatigue on the doctor and their patients to be recognised and managed to reduce associated risks and for good working practice to encompass risk management strategies. 

Press release: http://www.bma.org/pressrel.nsf/wlu/HREY-85SBVS?OpenDocument&vw=wfmsc 

Report: http://www.bma.org.uk/images/shiftwork_tcm26-196305.pdf 

 

DH: Prevention of Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) in Hospitalised Patients. This letter from Sir Bruce Keogh and Dr Anita Thomas OBE provides further clarification on the national mandatory data collection on VTE risk assessment, starting from 1 June 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116317  

 

DH: The influenza immunisation programme 2010/11. This letter contains information about the annual seasonal influenza immunisation programme for winter 2010/11, including influenza immunisation for frontline health and social care staff, and the poultry worker immunisation programme.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefmedicalofficerletters/DH_116507 

DH: European Health Insurance Card. The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) allows access to state-provided healthcare in all European Economic Area (EEA) countries and Switzerland at a reduced cost or sometimes free of charge. Everyone who is resident in the UK should have one and carry it with them when travelling abroad.

http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/EHIC/Pages/Introduction.aspx  

 

DH: Weekly infections statistics gives power to patients. As part of the Government’s radical agenda for setting government data free, patients and the public will be given more up-to-date information about their local hospital. The Department of Health is publishing weekly hospital data on MRSA bloodstream infections and C. Difficile between March and May 2010.  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_116533 

RCN: Work with nurses to tackle hospital infections says RCN. The RCN says that the government should work with nurses and patient groups to ensure that the provision of data on hospital-acquired infections does not lead to unnecessary boycotting of wards by the public, closures or alarm. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/work_with_nurses_to_tackle_hospital_infections_says_rcn  

DHSSPS: Minister launches seven steps to cleanliness in care homes. As part of the drive to reduce infections across all health and social care environments, the Health Minister has extended a poster campaign for use in nursing care homes. The poster contains seven steps to achieving a cleaner, safer environment for patients. http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-20052010-.htm 

Poster: http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/7_steps_poster_for_independent_sector_use.pdf  

Health Foundation: How safe are clinical systems? This study covered seven NHS organisations and identifies the variation in the reliability of five key healthcare systems and processes: availability of information when making clinical decisions; prescribing; handover; availability of equipment in operating theatres; and availability of equipment for inserting intravenous lines. http://www.health.org.uk/document.rm?id=1616 

Health Protection Agency (HPA): Brain tumour risk in relation to mobile telephone use: results of the interphone international case-control study. Statement made by the independent Advisory Group on Non-Ionising Radiation (AGNIR), which reports to the Health Protection Agency, on the INTERPHONE study. http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/UnderstandingRadiationTopics/ElectromagneticFields/MobilePhones/info_INTERPHONE_agnir/  

Health Protection Scotland (HPS): National Hand Hygiene NHS Campaign Compliance with Hand Hygiene - Audit Report. Seventh bi-monthly audit report presenting hand hygiene compliance data across NHSScotland. http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/news/spdetail.aspx?id=354  

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA): Adverse Incident Reports – DB 2010 (03). This annual report includes an overview of medical device-related adverse incident reports received by the MHRA in 2009, and records recent developments in adverse incident reporting. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetyguidance/DeviceBulletins/CON082072  

MHRA: Dealing with disputes over regulation of medicines – the Regulation of Medicines Review Panel. A new area on the MHRA website has been launched which is dedicated specifically to the Regulation of Medicines Review Panel. It includes details of the remit of the Panel, the current Panel members and the terms of reference of the Panel. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Howweregulate/Medicines/Dealingwithdisputesoverregulationofmedicines/index.htm  

 

National patient Safety Agency (NPSA): Reducing the risk of retained swabs after vaginal birth and perineal suturing. New guidance, produced by the NPSA and NHS organisations across England and Wales, has been issued aimed at reducing the risk of retained swabs after a vaginal birth. This guidance requires NHS organisations to have written procedures for swab counts at all births and to audit swab count practices in their maternity services.

Press release: http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/frontline-services-urged-to-follow-vaginal-swab-guidelines/ 

Guidance: http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/?EntryId45=74113 

 

NPSA: New initiative unveiled aimed at reducing harm to patients. The National Patient Safety Agency has announced plans to reduce levels of harm in 10 high risk patient safety areas. The ten areas are: deterioration; falls; insulin; ani-coagulation; pressure ulcers; five steps to safer surgery; reducing avoidable harm in childbirth; Suicide Prevention within the Health Community; Matching Michigan and learning disabilities.

http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/new-initiative-unveiled-aimed-at-reducing-harm-to-patients/ 

World Health Organization (WHO): SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands videos. Videos on hand hygiene advocacy; a message from the WHO Chair on Patient Safety. http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/video/en/index.html  

 

D. Patient Focus

 

CQC: What to expect if your rights are restricted under the Mental Health Act. The CQC has published new information about what to expect if a person's rights are restricted and what they can do if they are not satisfied with the care they have received. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36282&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

King’s Fund: Patient choice: how patients choose and how providers respond. This study conducted in four areas in England considers how choice of provider is operating in practice and its impact on hospital providers. More specifically, the report aims to answer the following questions: How do patients experience choice? What factors are important to patients when choosing between providers? How do GPs support choice? How are providers responding to choice? http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/patient_choice.html   

nidirect: Going the extra mile. New guidance has been launched to support foster children as they become adults. The scheme, called ‘Going the Extra Mile’, is available to young people aged 18-21. It aims to give advice about continuing their education, training or seeking employment. http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/news-may10-going-the-extra-mile-as-a-foster-carer  

DHSSPS: McGimpsey welcomes guidance for foster carers.

http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-28052010-.htm  

Scottish Government: Better together: Scotland’s Patient’s Experience Programme – results of the 2009 Patient Experience Pilot Survey report. These research publications set out the results of the Better Together Inpatient Pilot and cover patients’ experiences of staying overnight in an NHS Hospital.

Cameron Hospital: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095802/0   

Crosshouse Hospital: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095802/0  

Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095911/0  

Gartnavel General Hospital: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095654/0  

Glasgow Royal Infirmary: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21100011/0  

Glenrothes Hospital: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095729/0  

St Andrews Memorial Hospital: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/21095940/0  

WAG: Dignity in Care programme in Wales moves forward. The Deputy Minister for Social Services, Gwenda Thomas, has announced funding of £150,000 to further support the dignity and respect in care programme in Wales for 2010-2011.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2010/100524dignity/?lang=en 

 

 

E. e-Health

 

Informing Healthcare: One number – making it easier to get IT help. Staff at hospitals across Wales are starting to benefit from a new service desk and one single number to dial for IT support. A new dedicated service desk, which is using software developed by NHS Wales IT staff, is being piloted and tested by Hywel Dda before being rolled out across the region at a later date. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/ihc/news.cfm?orgid=770&contentid=16386  

 

Journal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR): Sharing Medical Data for Health Research: The Early Personal Health Record Experience. The study aimed to characterise consumer willingness to share Personally Controlled Healthcare Records (PCHR) data for health research and the conditions and contexts bearing on willingness to share. http://www.jmir.org/2010/2/e14  

 
JMIR: Supporting Informed Decision Making Online in 20 Minutes: An Observational Web-log Study of a PSA Test Decision Aid. The study examined men's use of an online decision aid for prostate cancer screening using website transaction log files (web-logs), and  associations between usage and components of informed decision making. http://www.jmir.org/2010/2/e15 

 

JMIR: The Touro 12-Step: A Systematic Guide to Optimizing Survey Research with Online Discussion Boards. The Internet, in particular discussion boards, can provide a unique opportunity for recruiting participants in online research surveys. Despite its outreach potential, there are significant barriers which can limit its success. Trust, participation, and visibility issues can all hinder the recruitment process; the Touro 12-Step was developed to address these potential hurdles. By following this step-by-step approach, researchers will be able to minimize these pitfalls and maximize their recruitment potential via online discussion boards. http://www.jmir.org/2010/2/e16 

 

JMIR: Patient and Parent Views on a Web 2.0 Diabetes Portal—the Management Tool, the Generator, and the Gatekeeper: Qualitative Study. The study explored patients’ and parents’ attitudes toward a local Web 2.0 portal tailored to young patients with type 1 diabetes and their parents, with social networking tools such as message boards and blogs, locally produced self-care and treatment information, and interactive pedagogic devices. http://www.jmir.org/2010/2/e17  

 

 

F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques

 

BioMed Central: BioMed Central Blog: Diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease – how good is neuropathology? Advances in clinical diagnostics, such as neuroimaging, as well as the development of new biomarkers, have raised questions as to whether neuropathological assessment is both accurate and specific enough to diagnose Alzheimer's disease (AD). Two articles published last week in Alzheimer's Research & Therapy address this issue and make up a pro/con debate discussing whether neuropathology can confirm the exact diagnosis of AD. http://blogs.openaccesscentral.com/blogs/bmcblog/entry/diagnosing_alzheimer_s_disease_how  

BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making: How to translate therapeutic recommendations in clinical practice guidelines into rules for critiquing physician prescriptions? Methods and application to five guidelines. "Clinical practice guidelines give recommendations about what to do in various medical situations, including therapeutical recommendations for drug prescription. An effective way to computerize these recommendations is to design critiquing decision support systems, i.e. systems that criticize the physician's prescription when it does not conform to the guidelines". This study looked at therapeutic recommendations in five clinical practice guidelines concerning chronic diseases related to the management of cardiovascular risk.  http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6947/10/31/abstract  

BMJ: Long term treatment with metformin in patients with type 2 diabetes and risk of vitamin B-12 deficiency: randomised placebo controlled trial.  The study concludes that "long term treatment with metformin increases the risk of vitamin B-12 deficiency, which results in raised homocysteine concentrations. Vitamin B-12 deficiency is preventable; therefore, our findings suggest that regular measurement of vitamin B-12 concentrations during long term metformin treatment should be strongly considered". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/abstract/340/may19_4/c2181?papetoc  

Centre for Evidence Based medicine (CEBM): New Levels of Evidence table. The table has been revised in the light of new concepts and data. http://www.cebm.net/index.aspx?o=5513  

Implementation Science: Rationality versus reality: the challenges of evidence-based decision making for health policy makers. This paper identifies some of the biases and potential intervention points and provides some initial suggestions about how the evidence-based decision making (EBDM) process can be improved. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/39  

Implementation Science: A realistic evaluation: the case of protocol-based care. “Protocol based care was envisioned by policy makers as a mechanism for delivering on the service improvement agenda in England. Realistic evaluation is an increasingly popular approach, but few published examples exist, particularly in implementation research”. This paper describes the application of a realistic evaluation approach to the study of protocol-based care, whilst sharing findings of relevance about standardising care through the use of protocols, guidelines, and pathways. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/38  

Implementation Science: Translating research into practice in Leeds and Bradford (TRiPLaB): a protocol for a programme of research. TRiPLaB aims to develop, implement, and evaluate methods for inducing and sustaining the uptake of research knowledge into practice in order to improve the quality of health services for the people of Leeds and Bradford. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/37 

NHS Education for Scotland (NES): Enabling partnerships: Sharing knowledge to build the mutual NHS. A knowledge management strategy and action plan for better health and better care in Scotland 2010-2012. This is the third knowledge management strategy since 2004 and aims to help services to gain maximum benefit from the technology, content and skills provided through NES’s knowledge infrastructure. http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/news/items/default.asp?id=934  

 

NHS Evidence: NHS Evidence – one year on. On 30 April, NHS Evidence celebrated its first birthday. Take a tour of the site to see what’s new.

http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/Pages/TakeATour.aspx   

 

NHS Evidence - women's health: Annual Evidence Update on Menorrhagia: 1-4 June 2010. Annual Evidence Update on Heavy Menstrual Bleeding. http://www.library.nhs.uk/womenshealth/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372085&tabID=289&catID=6081 

 

NHS Evidence - kidney diseases and male urogenital disorders: Annual Evidence Update on Proteinuria and Estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate: 24-28 May 2010. NHS Evidence - kidney diseases and male urogenital disorders presents its third Annual Evidence Update on Proteinuria and estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate (eGFR).  

http://www.library.nhs.uk/kidney/ViewResource.aspx?resID=372689 

 

NHS Evidence - cardiovascular: Annual Evidence Update for Atrial Fibrilliation, 7 June 2010. Topics will include medication, cardioversion, prevention of stroke, catheter ablation therapy and surgical treatment. www.library.nhs.uk/cardiovascula   

 

NHS Evidence - National Library for Public Health: Annual Evidence Update for Drug Misuse, 7 June 2010. The theme for this update is Drugs misuse treatment in offender populations. www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth 

 

NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal: Annual Evidence update for Osteoporosis and fragility fractures, 7 June 2010. www.library.nhs.uk/musculoskeletal  

 

NHS Evidence - ENT and audiology. Update Issue 28, June 2010.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/ent/viewResource.aspx?resid=377131&code=90d14f101a6477ed94469c31ea7b5395 

 

NHS Evidence - kidney diseases and male urogenital disorders: e-Newsletter, June 2010. http://www.library.nhs.uk/kidney/ViewResource.aspx?resID=377132 

 

NHS Evidence - National Library for Public Health: Newsletter, June 2010.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/publichealth/page.aspx?pagename=NEWSLETTER 

 

NICE Clinical Guideline: Alcohol use disorders – clinical management (CG100). The advice in the NICE guideline covers the care of adults and young people (aged 10 years and older) who have any of the following physical health problems that are completely or partly caused by alcohol use. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG100  

NICE Public Health Guideline: Alcohol-use disorders: preventing the development of hazardous and harmful drinking (PH24). This guidance is for government, industry and commerce, the NHS and all those whose actions affect the population’s attitude to – and use of – alcohol. This includes commissioners, managers and practitioners. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH24  

NICE Clinical Guideline: Neonatal jaundice: quick reference guide (CG98). This guide summarises the recommendations NICE has made to the NHS in ‘Neonatal jaundice’ (NICE clinical guideline 98). It is for all healthcare professionals and other staff who care for newborn babies with jaundice. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG98/QuickRefGuide/pdf/English  

 

NICE Clinical Guideline: Constipation in children and young people: quick reference guide (CG99). This is a quick reference guide that summarises the recommendations NICE has made to the NHS in ‘Constipation in children and young people: diagnosis and management of idiopathic childhood constipation in primary and secondary care’. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG99/QuickRefGuide/pdf/English  

 

NICE: Should incentives be used to encourage healthy living? NICE’s Citizens Council - a group which brings the views of the public to NICE’s decision-making - spent two days debating the ins and outs of using incentives as an effective way of encouraging people to make positive lifestyle changes, such as giving up smoking or losing weight.

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/features/HealthyLivingIncentives.jsp  

 

RCN: Competency Framework for Clinical Research Nurses. The first edition of the 'Competency Framework for Clinical Research Nurses' was published in December 2008. The Research Society is now undertaking a review of the Framework to ensure that it stays relevant to the work that Clinical Research Nurses do. To help the Working Group revise the Framework, please send comments and suggestions for how the Framework might be developed and improved. The Research Society is also seeking examples of how the Framework has been used and adapted to meet local needs. Responses by 30 June 2010. http://www.rcn.org.uk/research/rs/competencies  

 

WHO: Guidelines for the treatment of malaria, second edition. The World Health Organization Guidelines for the treatment of malaria provides evidence-based and up-to-date recommendations for countries on malaria diagnosis and treatment which help countries formulate their policies and strategies. http://www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/9789241547925/en/index.html 

 

Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN): Management of stroke: rehabilitation, prevention and management of complications, and discharge planning (SIGN No.118). This updates the guideline published in 2002 and is based on the new evidence that has been published in many areas. http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/118/index.html  

 

G. Staff focus

BMC Health Services Research: General practitioner workforce planning: assessment of four policy directions. "Estimating the supply of GPs into the future is important in forecasting shortages. The lengthy training process for medicine means that adjusting supply to meet demand in a timely fashion is problematic. This study uses Ireland as a case study to determine the future demand and supply of GPs and to assess the potential impact of several possible interventions to address future shortages". 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/148/abstract  

DHSSPS: Health Minister launches first regional healthcare workers uniform. It is the first time that a standardised uniform has been introduced across all areas of Health and Social Care (HSC) in the province. The uniform will be phased in over a period of 2-3 years and complies with the Northern Ireland Regional Dress Code Policy 2008. http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-24052010-health-minister-launches.htm 

MSG: Management Steering Group: Launch of new website. MSG is a joint Scottish Government Health Department (SGHD) / NHS Employer body to discuss Strategic Service and consequential Workforce issues. http://www.msg.scot.nhs.uk/ 

NHS Employers: Webinar – engagement for productivity. A second webinar event on this topic is to be held on 9 June 2010 between 10 and 12. Participation in the event is free for NHS organisations. 

http://www.nhsemployers.org/Aboutus/Events/Pages/Webinar-engagementforproductivity.aspx?utm_source=Web&utm_medium=Promo&utm_term=250510&utm_campaign=1  

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement: The Productive Leader Executive Leader Guide – Version 2. A resource for leaders wanting to learn more about how to improve quality, drive efficiency and spread best practice throughout the organisation.   

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/news/productives/new%21_productive_leader_executive_leader_guide.html 

 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): New website. The NMC has launched its new website. http://www.nmc-uk.org/ 

 

NMC: Midwives Rules - consultation on the rules for midwifery practice and supervision. The NMC is reviewing the current Midwives rules and standards, to make sure they provide the best possible framework of care to safeguard the health and wellbeing of women, their babies and families. The revised rules and standards will provide a contemporary framework for practice, and clarify the role of statutory supervision. This is a long-term project and the current rules and standards will remain unchanged until the end of 2011, although the appearance of the document will be updated.

http://www.nmc-uk.org/Get-involved/Consultations/Midwives-rules/  

 

NMC: Changes to Midwives exemptions. On 1 June 2010 amending legislation came into force which expands and updates the range of prescription-only medicines that may be sold, supplied or administered by a registered midwife.

http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Changes-to-Midwives-exemptions/ 

 

NMC: NMC chairs first meeting of European nursing regulators on the review of EU legislation. The European Commission and regulators from 16 European countries have met at the NMC to discuss the future of EU legislation on the recognition of professional qualifications for nursing. 

http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/NMC-chairs-first-meeting-of-European-nursing-regulators-on-the-review-of-EU-legislation/ 

 

RCN: Protect frontline services, says RCN. The Royal College of Nursing is calling for frontline services to be protected as Chancellor George Osborne announces that £6.2 billion of savings will be made from government spending next year. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/protect_frontline_services_says_rcn  

RCN: RCN members: apply for nursing history bursary. RCN members are being encouraged to apply for the RCN Foundation Monica Baly bursary which is awarded annually for the promotion of scholarship in nursing history. The minimum award is for £300, which the winner can use to undertake activities related to nursing history, such as courses, projects, research or attendance at either nursing history conferences or study days to present a paper. The closing date for applications is 30 June 2010. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_members_apply_for_nursing_history_bursary   

RCN: Pride in nursing. A new film has been launched by the RCN. Four RCN members from different sections of the nursing team talk about their experiences of nursing alongside clips from the RCN archives. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/take_pride_in_nursing  

Royal College of Physicians (RCP): Future physicians: changing doctors in changing times.  This report looks at the opportunities facing healthcare in the future - demographic change, science and technology, the economy and social trends.  "For the first time, it gathers all these elements into a coherent narrative and shows how doctors, in partnership with patients and others, can be the catalyst for change and improvement". 

http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/media/Press-releases/Pages/21-May-2010-doctors-can-be-a-driving-force-for-change.asp 

Scottish Government: NHS Scotland Healthcare Scientists: Report on the results from the Healthcare Scientists workforce model. The purpose of this report is to provide a useful tool for NHS Boards to inform their workforce planning for Healthcare Scientists and to support national, regional and local workforce planning in NHS Scotland. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/25090437/0  

 

WAG: A nurse for every secondary school in Wales. The Framework for a School Nursing Service for Wales sets the target to introduce a named nurse for every secondary school by May 2011. The nurses’ role is to help address the health, emotional and social needs of children and young people and promote healthy behaviour and well-being. It will address the needs of all pupils regardless of their school attendance and will include services outside school hours and during school holidays where required.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2010/100524schoolnurse/?lang=en 

 

 

H. Publications

BMC Public Health: Reframing climate change as a public health issue: an exploratory study of public reactions (June 2010). The authors conducted an exploratory study in the United States of people's reactions to a public health-framed short essay on climate change. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/10/299/abstract   

DH: Abortion statistics, England and Wales: 2009 (May 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116039  

 

DH: Cancer waiting times, January to March 2010 (May 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116327 

 

DH: NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting events, quarter ended 31 March 2010 (May 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_116411 

 

DH: Prescription charges review: implementing exemption from prescription charges for people with long term conditions (May 2010). 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_116366 

 

DH: Expert Advisory Group on AIDS annual report 2009 (May 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_116241.pdf 

 

DH: Implementation of Medicines for Human Use (Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2010: midwives exemption list (May 2010). Sets out the situation regarding midwifery exemptions as a result of changes to the Statutory Instruments which come in to force on 1 June 2010. This includes advice from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency on the position of student midwives.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_116514 

 

Healthcare For London: Healthcare for London affordability study (May 2010). NHS London has published a study into the affordability of its Healthcare for London programme. 

http://www.london.nhs.uk/news-and-health-issues/news/latest-news/healthcare-for-london-affordability-study 

INVOLVE: Payment for involvement: a guide to making payment to members of the public actively involved in NHS, public health and social care research (May 2010). Revised and updated guide. http://www.invo.org.uk/viewnews.asp?valueid=489  

NHS IC: Statistics on alcohol, England 2010. This statistical report presents a range of information on alcohol use and misuse which are drawn together from a variety of published sources and includes additional analysis undertaken by the NHS Information Centre for health and social care.  http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/alcohol/statistics-on-alcohol-england-2010 

RCN: Strengthen alcohol code. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_strengthen_alcohol_code  

Scottish Government: Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2009: Public attitudes to drugs and drug use in Scotland (June 2010). Report and key findings exploring public attitudes towards illegal drugs and drug misuse in Scotland, based on data from the 2009 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey.

Report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/19111419/0 

Research findings: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/05/20153858/0  

 

I. NICE consultation gateway

 

Call for reviewers: The Department of Health has asked the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) to develop and publish the following guidance.  The RCN is seeking nurses with knowledge and experience of these topic areas to participate in this work when it commences.  Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk  if you are interested in participating in this work on behalf of the RCN:

 

•           Acute kidney injury (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Chemotherapy for lung cancer (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Conduct disorders in children and young people (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Schizophrenia up to 18 years of age (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Social phobia (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Varicose veins (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Opioids in palliative care (Clinical Guideline) 

•           Organ donation (Short Clinical Guideline) 

•           Phosphate management in dialysis patients (Short Clinical Guideline) 

•           Sickle cell crisis (Short Clinical Guideline) 

                                

NICE is also starting to update the following clinical guidelines:

 

•           Urinary incontinence - update 

•           Anaemia management in chronic kidney disease – update 

 

 

J. Quality Improvement Network (QIN)

Invitation to Influence the Future of the RCN Yorkshire & the Humber Quality Improvement Network

This meeting will be exploring how best to achieve a dynamic and effective RCN Quality Improvement Network in Yorkshire & the Humber.

A meeting has been arranged for Thursday 15 July 2010, from 2.00pm-4.00pm at the Open University Building, 2 Trevelyan Square, Leeds LS1 6ED and you are cordially invited to attend. Doctor Kim Manley CBE, who leads the overall quality programme for the RCN will be in attendance and there will be a facilitated opportunity to determine a way forward, with priorities for action.

Please confirm attendance with Jo Magras, Team Administrator at: Joanne.magras@rcn.org.uk  

K. Events

 

RCN Events

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents  

 

20 August 2010 RCN School nurses conference and exhibition. Holiday Inn, Birmingham City Centre.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_school_nurses_conference_and_exhibition  

 

10 September 2010 Working overseas: Changing Lives. RCN HQ, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/working_overseas_changing_lives  

 

10 September 2010 RCN Haemophilia conference and exhibition. Hilton Hotel Liverpool

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_haemophilia_conference_and_exhibition  

 

13 September 2010 Enhancing practice conference. Europa Hotel, Belfast, Northern Ireland.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/enhancing_practice_conference 

 

18 September 2010 RCN Travel Health Annual conference and exhibition. Cavendish Conference Centre, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_travel_health_conference_and_exhibition 

22 & 23 September 2010 16th International network for psychiatric nursing research (NPNR) conference. Wadham College, Parks Road, Oxford.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/16th_international_network_for_psychiatric_nursing_research_npnr_conferenc  

 

29 September 2010 RCN Public Health Forum: tuberculosis conference and exhibition. RCN HQ London

RCN Diabetes Forum Study Day. Diabetes and tablets – choices and dilemmas. Met hotel, Leeds. The two study days are designed to support nurses in developing enhanced knowledge to explain to patients the need for additional treatment and to explore the treatment options available with them. It is aimed at primary and secondary care nurses including nurse practitioners, practice nurses, district nurses and nurses working in public health, emergency care and with older people. The programme is not designed for specialist diabetes nurses.

9 October 2010 – Met Hotel, Leeds.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_fourm_study_days 

6 November 2010 – Royal College of Physicians, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_forum_study_day  

 

 

If you would like receive this Clinical Governance e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2  

 

You can find more examples in the e-Bulletin archive at

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates  

 

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join    

 

‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care

                                                                               

 

