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Dear Dr Wilson

Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
Science and Innovation Investment Framework 2004-2014

The RCN welcomes this opportunity to contribute to the ESPRC's review of its research strategy.

 

With a membership of over 380,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing across the UK and the largest professional union of nursing staff in the world.  RCN members work in a variety of hospital and community settings in the NHS and the independent sector, including the workplace.  The RCN promotes patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the Government, the UK parliaments and other national and European political institutions, trade unions, professional bodies and voluntary organisations. 
 

The nursing family provides over 80% direct patient care. A review of the ESPRC's 17 current calls for proposals suggest possibly four opportunities where Engineering and Physical Sciences Research could be enhanced though engagement with the nursing profession.
 

1. Health Care Technology Co-operatives - to act as a focus for techno pull into the NHS

 

2. The New Dynamics of Aging - to improve the quality of life for Older People

 

3. Taking Care to the patient: New Thinking in Mobile and Distributed Delivery of Healthcare

 

4. Environment and Human Health

 

As a result we would recommend that the EPSRC request that all health and social care related commissions include a partner from the nursing professions. As a Royal College we would be in a strong position to facilitate access to relevant nursing experts and would be pleased to support EPSRC research in this way. We believe that through appropriate collaboration with the nursing professions would improve knowledge transfer from the science base; increase the effectiveness of partnerships between EPSRC, Universities and health, incentivise the science community by ensuring the relevance of research, developing a shared vision 

 

Thank you for inviting our contribution.
Yours sincerely

Beverly Malone RN, PhD, FAAN

General Secretary
