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	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre
WEEKLY ELECTRONIC BULLETIN - 13th November 2006


 
	RCN RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING CENTRE

	1. RCN 2007 annual international nursing research conference, 1st - 4th May 2007, Dundee, Scotland. The abstract review process has now been completed, and authors are invited to log back into the system to find the outcome of their abstract. A record number of 21 symposia and 7 workshops were accepted for presentation along with 270 concurrent papers and 97 posters over the 4 days. The Scientific Committee are assisted in their review of the 535 abstracts submitted by an International Scientific Advisory panel of over 130 reviewers who collectively review each abstract three times and provide constructive feedback on-line to the authors. For more information see the website or contact Kathryn Clark, Assistant Conference & Events Manager, RCN Events, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3585, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: research@rcn.org.uk 

	

	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	2. RCN Research Society Eastern region Nursing and Allied Health Poster Forum on 26th January 2007, 10.00 - 15.00hrs, Rosie Corridor, Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge, England. Open to all nurses and allied health professionals who work or study within the Eastern Region. An opportunity to re-present posters from the last year. A chance to share your work with colleagues. Please contact Kornelia Hathaway for further details, Tel: 01223-596 048, email: kornelia.hathaway@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

	3. RCN Research Society Masterclass, "Public and patient involvement in research and development" on 8th December 2006 at Cowdray Hall, RCN HQ, London, England. Delegates are invited from nursing and non-nursing professions. Students are also welcome. You do not have to be an RCN member to attend. Please see the attached flyer for more information and a booking form or contact Jenifer Caveney, Tel: 0161-237 2049, email: j.caveney@man.ac.uk. Please respond as soon as possible for catering purposes.

	

	CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	4. Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) Board Trustees. SCIE is an independent charity, whose aim is to improve the experience of people who use social care by developing, promoting and embedding knowledge about good practice in social care. SCIE aims to reflect the diverse stakeholders with whom we work in its board. We welcome applications from all sections of society who have appropriate skills and experience. We would particularly welcome applications from people in leadership roles in adults' and children's services. Trustees will be expected to devote about one day a month to SCIE and be prepared to set aside some time for induction. Trustees are unpaid but reasonable expenses will be reimbursed. Appointments are initially for three years. For details see the website or contact SCIE, Tel: 020-7089 6884, email: recruitment@scie.org.uk. Closing date for receipt of applications is 21st November 2006.

	5. North West Stroke Local Research Network (SLRN) Research Nurse x2. Band 6 - 20,970GBP - 31,004GBP (Ref: N07/78/2006) and Band 7 - 26,269GBP - 36,416GBP (Ref: N07/79/2006). 37.5 hrs per week. Based at Hope Hospital in Salford, you will work closely with the network manager, and management group, to develop an effective nursing support team. You will be responsible for ensuring that clinical trials and research studies are undertaken to good clinical practice and regulatory standards, establishing a close working relationship throughout the network. For more information see the attached flyer or contact Dr Pippa Tyrrell, Tel: 0161-206 4405/5755, email: pippa.tyrrell@hope.man.ac.uk. Closing date for applications is 17th November 2006.

	6. Thames Stroke Local Research Network Lead Clinical Trials Nurse. Band 7 (33,146GBP - 42,054GBP). 37.5 hrs per week. Reporting to the Research Network Manager you will oversee the development and performance of research activity across the Thames LRN. You will be able to lead, motivate and develop the clinical research team to deliver high quality patient care. In addition you will have experience of managing resources including finance, staff and equipment in clinical trials setting and be able to take responsibility for the clinical trial portfolio. For further information see the website or contact Professor Martin Brown, Tel: 020-7829 8753, email: pa.mmb@ion.ucl.ac.uk. Closing date for applications is 23rd November 2006.

	7. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) Interventional Procedures Advisory Committee will be assessing the evidence of the safety and efficacy of the procedure Transcranial magnetic stimulation (346) in the near future.  The RCN has been invited to help identify two/three Specialist Advisors to help with this work programme. Specialist Advisors with experience are sought, but, to minimise bias they request that at least one Specialist Advisor who has not performed the procedure is nominated.  Nominated advisors will be appointed for a three year term.  If you would like to nominate yourself, please contact Caroline Rapu, email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk. Nomination deadline is 20th November 2006.

	

	RESEARCH FUNDING

	8. RCN TB Nurses Travel and Research Awards 2007. RCN members in the UK with an interest in TB are invited to apply for travel or research awards sponsored by the Department of Health (England) up to the sum of 10,000GBP each.  Applicants will need to identify areas of proven good practice in other countries and demonstrate how this can be transferred to the UK. Successful applicants should be prepared to speak at national conferences and seek to ensure that all learning is widely disseminated. Application forms and full details of how to apply are available to download from the website or you can send an SAE to TB Nurse Awards 2007, Room 204, RCN, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN. The closing date for applications is 19th January 2007.

	9. Health R&D North West Research Training and Mentorship (TRAM) Scheme. This is a new award being launched in 2006. The scheme is targeted at NHS staff in the North West of England whom have already had some experience of research and who think they would benefit from sustained support to help them further develop skills and competencies in research.  In the first round, applications are sought from individual NHS professionals or interdisciplinary groups led by an NHS professional. Support includes:
* Mentorship support from academic staff
* Access to specialist training
* A personal learning allowance (PLA) to fund training, project development, and appropriate collaborative activities. 
The number of awards available each year will vary as will their duration, and will be dependent on the individual needs of the applicants.  The duration of any single TRAM mentorship, however, is unlikely to exceed two years. The value of the PLA will vary depending on the specific nature of the proposed research activity but is unlikely to exceed 3000GBP. Please visit our website for further details of how to apply or contact Health R&D NoW, Tel: 01524-593 209, email: HRDNoWTRAM@lancs.ac.uk. The deadline for receipt of applications is 31st December 2006.

	

	CURRENT RESEARCH COMMISSIONS

	10. Department of Health National Institute of Health Research SDO Programme Invitation to Tender for a contract to manage the SDO NHS Trust Research Support Network (SDO-net). During 2005 the idea of an NHS Trust Research Support Network was formulated following discussions within a forum of NHS Chief Executives that supports the SDO's national programme of research. The SDO Programme now wishes to contract with a suitably qualified organisation for the management and development of the network. A maximum sum of 100,000GBP excluding VAT per annum has been budgeted for this service (fees and expenses). Contracts will be awarded for three years in the first instance. For more information see the website or contact Genevieve Casey, Commissioning Manager, Tel: 020-7612 7976, email: genevieve.casey@LSHTM.ac.uk. Deadline for the receipt of applications is 6th December 2006.

	

	RESEARCH POLICY/STRATEGY

	11. UK Clinical Research Collaboration Progress Report 2004 - 2006. The UKCRC was established by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his 2004 Budget and the UKCRC Partners have now been working together for two years. This report documents progress made and highlights key elements of the emerging clinical research environment. Electronic versions of the full report and an executive summary can be downloaded from the UKCRC website.

	

	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

	12. Consultation documents <http://www.man.ac.uk/rcn/policy/rcncons.html>. The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents, many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process, an up-to-date list of consultations appears on the Internet for all to see. This list will be updated regularly. Recent consultations (with deadlines in brackets) include:
a) Academy of Medical Sciences, "Invitation for submission of evidence about non-experimental methods in biomedical research" [14th Nov 06 (15th Dec 06)]
b) Conservatives - Public Service Improvement Policy Group, "The Wellbeing of the Nation" [24th Nov 06]
c) Commission of the European Communities, "First-stage consultation of European social partners on reconciliation of professional, private and family life" [28th Nov 06]
d) Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board, "Consultation on the Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board's Draft Fees Rules" [30th Nov 06]
e) Commerce and Employment, "Consultation on Minimum Wage Legislation" [15th Dec 06]
f) Home Office, "A New Model for National Refugee Integration Services in England" [18th Dec 06]
g) Home Office Foreign and Commonwealth Office, "A New Consultation on a New Charging Regime for Immigration and Nationality Fees" [22nd Dec 06]

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (CURRENT)

	13. NHS Health Technology Assessment Programme commissioned projects. <http://www.hta.ac.uk/>. The HTA programme is a national programme of research established and funded by the Department of Health's Research and Development programme. The HTA programme actively seeks out the questions which meet the NHS's research needs, commissions research to meet those needs, and communicates the findings to the NHS and its users. The following projects have been recently commissioned:
i) HTA 05/513/02. Cryotherapy versus salicylic acid for the treatment of verrucae: A randomised controlled trial. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1532.asp 
ii) HTA 05/39/06. The clinical validity, utility and cost effectiveness of methods for the identification of postnatal depression (PND) in primary care: an integrated evidence synthesis and value of information analysis. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1521.asp 
iii) HTA 04/11/02. HTA study of antidepressants for depression in dementia - a definitive multicentre pragmatic randomised controlled trial of clinical and cost effectiveness (HTA-SADD). http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1508.asp

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	14. Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) Research Newsletter (October 2006) is now online, and includes information on:
i) The use of data from patient records for research
ii) 2006 RCGP Research Paper of the Year award
iii) RCGP/HPA Influenza Surveillance (Swabbing) Project 2006/7.
iv) Research into Practice - prevention of diabetes
v) STAR study: Enhancing consultations for common infections primary care

	15. RCN Publications <http://www.rcn.org.uk/publications/>, available to all. Recent publications include:
i) Staff Side Evidence to the Review Body for Nursing and other Professional Staff 2006 (publication code 003 099)
ii) Paediatric assessment of toilet training readiness and the issuing of products (publication code 003 103)
iii) Complementary approaches to menopausal symptoms RCN guidance for nurses, midwives and health visitors (publication code 003 069)
iv) Advance preparation of insulin syringes for patients to administer at home: RCN guidance for community nurses (publication code 003 066)
v) Human papillomavirus (HPV) and cervical cancer - the facts (publication code 003 083)
vi) Clinical Teams Programme: Developing effective teams. Delivering effective services. Executive summary. (publication code 003 067)
vii) The Clinical Teams Project. Evaluation report (publication code 003 068)
viii) Advance preparation of insulin syringes for patients to administer at home (publication code 003 066)

	16. BusyNurse.com podcasts. Podcasts are free audio shows that you can listen to on your computer or on your personal audio player (such as an iPod or MP3 player). Our podcast is the first UK nursing podcasts by nurses for nurses. It is a weekly round up of nursing issues and news which aims to be informative as well as fun. The current issue (Episode 4) contains an interview with RCN Research Society Steering Committee member Dr Carol Haigh on why nursing research isn't well implemented in clinical practice.

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - SUBSCRIPTION BASED)

	17. Nurse Researcher <http://www.nursing-standard.co.uk/nurseresearcher/>.  Nurse Researcher is an international journal of research methodology in nursing and healthcare. Published quarterly, it is focused primarily on the needs of pre- and post-registration students, practitioners and educators, and contains authoritative papers on the appropriate application and relevance of research methods to nursing and healthcare. The main aim of the journal is to educate readers in how to evaluate and appreciate research work through increasing their understanding of the methods which underlie it. RCN members can access the full text articles of Nurse Researcher via the RCN Library & Information Services: <http://www.rcn.org.uk/library/>. The contents of the most recent journal (Aug 2006) include:
i) Editorial
ii) Commentary by Denis Anthony 
Qualitative perspectives
iii) Genre analysis: a means of learning more about the language of health care. Susan Ford-Sumner
iv) Discourse analysis: integrating theoretical and methodological approaches. Carmel Seibold 
v) An analysis of a typology of family health nursing practice. Colin MacDuff
Issues in research
vi) Interviewing people with terminal illness: practical and ethical issues. Alison Chapple 
vii) How expert are the experts? An exploration of the concept of 'expert' within Delphi panel techniques. John Baker, Karina Lovell and Neil Harris 
viii) Using and understanding factor analysis: the Brief Pain Inventory. Margarete Lieb Zalon
Making my mark
ix) "I have made most impact by working from the inside of organisations upwards and outwards." Mary Cooke

	18. Journal of Research in Nursing <http://jrn.sagepub.com/>.  Journal of Research in Nursing publishes research on nursing topics and themes. Original research is published with the aim of encouraging evidence-based practice and improving the quality of patient care.  It is a leading journal that underpins good research with current policy. Each issue contains papers on a variety of topics in relation to health care, as well as a Focus section that highlights key up to date issues through papers written by experts in that specific field. The contents of the most recent journal (Nov 2006) include:
i) Editorial. Veronica Bishop
ii) The contribution of research knowledge and skills to practice: an exploration of the views and experiences of newly qualified nurses. Gill Hek and Alison Shaw
iii) Whither survey research?: The challenges of undertaking postal surveys within the UK research governance framework. Kate Gerrish and Louise Guillaume
iv) Using grounded theory to research parent participation. Imelda Coyne and Sarah Cowley. 
v) Exploring the influences and use of the literature during a grounded theory study. Helen Heath
vi) The benefits and challenges of voluntary-academic-sector research partnerships: A critical reflection rooted in the Meleis criteria for culturally competent research. Roiyah Saltus
vii) Evaluation of a national educational programme for healthcare workers on prevention and control of healthcare associated infections. Bernice J.M. West, Colin Macduff, Maureen McBain, and John Gass
viii) Seconding healthcare assistants to a pre-registration nursing course: Role transition to qualified practitioner. Dinah Gould, Graham Carr, and Daniel Kelly

	19. Royal College of Nursing Library & Information Services Frequently Asked Selected Topics (FASTs) <http://www.rcn.org.uk/members/library/fasts.php>. This is a list of topics found to be popular with members of the RCN. The lists aim to provide a useful and fast way of finding recent information on a topic. The lists of references are not intended to be comprehensive but provide a useful introduction to a subject. New topics added since the last update include: 
*Advance Directives and Living Wills
*Clinical Supervision
*Malnutrition Screening and Assessment
*Nutritional Screening and Assessment
*Oral Hydration

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	20. HSHS Department of Research and Postgraduate Education 3rd annual international conference and workshops, "Mixed Methods 2007" from 8th - 11th July 2007 in Cambridge, England. Abstracts are invited from researchers utilising mixed and multi methods in creative ways, particularly those working within the social sciences, health and education. For further information see the website or contact Charlotte Bates, Tel: +44 (0)1223-885 969, email: bates@hshs.ac.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 12th March 2007.

	

	EVENTS

	21. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 2006 conference, "Tackling health priorities" from 6th - 7th December 2006 in Birmingham, England. For more information see the website or contact Angela Lyons, Tel: 0121-248 3399, email: alyons@health-links.co.uk.

	22. Middlesex University and The North London Cancer Network conference, "Cancer and palliative care: new research, new applications" on 14th February 2007 in London, England. This will bring together clinicians, academics and postgraduate students to present their research and clinical developments in the field of cancer and palliative care, focusing on: *Developing supportive care and practice; *Developing an assessment framework; *Clinical advances in cancer and palliative care. The papers will be drawn from work undertaken by members of the Cancer and Palliative Care Research Group at Middlesex University (including research studies undertaken by MPhil/PhD students), as well as the North London Cancer Network and invited colleagues/collaborators. For more information see the website or contact Tracey Kennedy, Tel: 0208-411 2629, email: t.kennedy@mdx.ac.uk.

	23. History of Nursing & Midwifery research colloquium on 23rd March 2007 in Hull, England. The colloquium will, as in previous years, act as a forum for discussion, a networking opportunity and a venue for the presentation of recently-completed research and research in progress.  We will be particularly pleased to hear from those of you who would be willing to give a brief presentation about your research to Colloquium members. For more information see the website or contact Jeanette Gilchrist, email: J.L.Gilchrist@hull.ac.uk.
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