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Dear Ms Harker
Review of Implementation of Guidance on Handling Allegations of Abuse against those who work with Children and Young People

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above consultation document. With a membership of over 390,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing across the United Kingdom and the largest professional union of nursing staff in the world.  RCN members work in a variety of hospital and community settings in the NHS and the independent sector, including educational settings.  The RCN promotes patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the Government, the UK parliaments and other national and European political institutions, trade unions, professional bodies and voluntary organisations.
NHS organisations have previously had policies and procedures in place to deal with such circumstances. However, our members have reported that the above guidance encompassed within ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people’ has provided clarity and an increased likelihood in the consistent management of allegations across health service providers. 

We note concerns in relation to online reporting of allegations. We recognise that there are often difficulties in relation to identifying the person making the allegations but we believe that the principles for investigation and management should be consistent even where reporting has occurred via online mechanisms. 
I hope that you will find these comments useful.

Yours sincerely
Dr Peter Carter

General Secretary
