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Dear Sir/Madam,

Consultation on Children, Young People and Alcohol 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above consultation document. With a membership of around 400,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing across the United Kingdom and the largest professional union of nursing staff in the world.  RCN members work in a variety of hospital and community settings in the NHS and the independent sector, including educational settings. The RCN promotes patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the Government, the UK parliaments and other national and European political institutions, trade unions, professional bodies and voluntary organisations.
The Royal College of Nursing has been concerned for some time about the level of alcohol consumption amongst young people. School nurses are ideally positioned to educate young people about the dangers of alcohol misuse as well as spotting its effects. 

The Royal College of Nursing strongly advocates for the expansion of the school nursing workforce so as to support the delivery of high quality PSHE programmes encompassing key messages around alcohol and the promotion of healthy lifestyle choices. The RCN has called for the Government to ensure that it reaches its target of a school nurse for every secondary school and cluster group of primary schools by 2010.
Please find collated comments to the consultation attached. 

I hope you will find these helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Peter Carter

Chief Executive & General Secretary

cc: Fiona Smith, Adviser in Children’s and Young People’s Nursing
