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North of Tyne Branch AGM

19 October 2009
Present:

Tracy Anderson (Treasurer)
Terry Brannigan (Chair)
Rita Cavill

Will Corulla

Naz Cadersaib

Viv Connolly

Mary Douthwaite

Nigel Denyer

David Doherty

Chris Dinsdale

Jacqui Hall

Sue Johnson

Jennifer Logan

Angela Lawton

Ann Mott

Lorraine Snoddon
Jeannette Wilkinson (Secretary)
Jan Weightman

Apologies for Absence:

Viv Braithwaite

Lesley Busseo

Gillian Bell

Jane Bendelow

Pat Bottrill

Pat Fraser

Ray Davison

Stephen Hyde

Lyn Lapham

Kath McCourt

Bobbie Noble

Grace Onuoha

Lee Ranyard

Sue Stephenson

Christine Straughan

1.  Terry welcomed everyone to the meeting and it was noted that the meeting was quorate.

09/01 Notes of the Previous AGM and Matters arising from the Notes
2.  The notes of the previous AGM were accepted as a true and accurate record and there were no matters arising which were not substantive Agenda items.

09/02  Ratification of Activists and Activist Engagement with Training and Mentorship

3.  An expression of interest to become an activist had been received from Katherine Gellard who had recently retired as a Macmillan Nurse.  The Chair agreed to discuss with the Regional Officer the possibility of utilising Katherine’s expertise within the Branch as she could not be an accredited representative due to the fact that she had retired.

4.  The Branch were notified that Margaret Thompson wished to resign as an activist within the Branch and the following had been disaccredited since the 2008 AGM:  Val Blacklock,  Dipty Reavely and Tom Moody.
5.  An application form was received for Rosny Anak Sigad to become a Learning Representative at the Royal Victoria Infirmary.  The application was ratified by the Branch.  
6.  The Regional Office had provided data on the current status of all activists within the Branch and Branch members  were notified of this data.  After  discussion there were no activists to disaccredit but the Chair asked to hold a separate meeting with the Regional Office to offer support to activists where needed
7.  The following activists accreditation was ratified for the period Oct 2009-2010:  

Fiona Stubley, Lee Ranyard, Chris Straughan, Lesley Buzzeo, Viv Connolly, Naz Cadersaib, Pat Fraser, Jeannette Wilkinson, Jacqui Hall, Ann Mott, Bobbi Noble, Mary Douthwaite, Joan Easton, Rita Cavill, David Doherty, Terry Brannigan, Will Corulla, Lorraine Snoddon, Angela Lawton, Sue Stephenson, Ray Davidson, Nigel Denyer and Stephen Hyde.
09/03  Finance Report

8.  The Treasurer reported that she was not receiving the spreadsheets from the regional office, in the absence of the spreadsheet the Regional Service Manager gave the closing balance for the Branch as at end of September 2009:  £13,327.12.
09/04  Branch Action Plan

9.  Jeannette reported that she intended to complete the outgoing gaps in the Action Plan as part of her role as outgoing Secretary and circulate it to the Branch.
09/05  Dates and Venues for Future Branch Meetings and Training Details for Branch Executive Officers

10.  A discussion took place around the possibility of holding Branch meetings outside the regional office and the rationale behind holding the meetings in conjunction with Learning and Development Days was discussed.  Branch members voted on this item and a decision was taken to continue using the Northern Regional office as a venue for the meetings but to hold North of Tyne meetings in the afternoon rather than the morning.
09/06  Explanation of Election Process

11.  The Regional Service Manager reminded Branch members of the procedure for electing Officers at the AGM.

09/07  Election of Branch Honorary President

12.  Kath McCourt had been approached by the Branch to undertake the role of Branch Honorary President and was delighted to accept.  The Chair of the Branch proposed this nomination and it was seconded by Will Corolla.  The Branch discussed the possibility of holding a reception to honour the President and it was agreed unanimously that this event would be arranged.
09/08  Election of Board members

13.  After discussion it was agreed that Sue Johnson would represent North of Tyne Branch on the Northern Board until 2010 and Jan Weightman would be the deputy Board Member.  The Chair proposed this nomination, the Secretary seconded it and the Branch voted unanimously in favour.

09/09  Election of Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and other Branch Executive Officers

14.  Before the elections took place, Terry Brannigan gave the outgoing Secretary Jeanette Wilkinson a vote of thanks for all her hard work.  The following elections took place:

15.  Chair – Terry Brannigan, proposed by Jeanette Wilkinson, seconded by Will Corolla, Branch voted unanimously in favour of this.

Vice-Chair – Will Corolla voted unanimously by the Branch.

Secretary – Jan Weightman volunteered, proposed by Will Corolla and seconded by Viv Connolly.

Vice-Secretary – Jeanette Wilkinson, The Branch voted unanimously in favour of this.

Treasurer – Tracey Anderson, proposed by Anne Mott, seconded by Viv Connolly.   The Branch voted unanimously in favour of this.

Branch Executive Officers

· Pat Fraser, proposed by Ann Mott, seconded by Viv Connolly.

· Viv Connolly, proposed by Terry Brannigan, seconded by Will Corolla
· Ann Mott, proposed by Will Corolla, seconded by Tracy Anderson

09/10  Any Other Business

16.  After discussion the Branch decided that they did not want to purchase a tablecloth for Branch use.

17.  The Branch were reminded about the closing date of 11 January 2010 for the UK awards for Safety Representatives, Stewards and Learning Representatives.  Terry requested that he speak with Steve re this matter outside the meeting.

18.  Will discussed the paper on personaility disorder that he planned to submit as a Congress resolution and it was agreed he would submit the resolution by the closing date of 30 October 2009.

19.  The Branch ratified the notes from the June 2009 meeting.

It was agreed that the item on the impact of E-learning would be carried over to the January 2010 meeting.

Please note that the Branch Chair and Secretary have approved these Minutes and they will be approved by the Branch at their next meeting on 25 January 2010
/JAL
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