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Question 3

We consider that applied research must be given equal priority to basic research for research that fails to be applied cannot improve the life of the people of Europe.

Question 5:
 
In order to encourage mobility under Marie Curie actions, we would recommend greater flexibility in terms of host institutions so as to take account of gender differences and family commitments that may inhibit or prevent researcher mobility.

Question 13:
 
The Networks of Excellence (NoE) are overly cumbersome and complex and on your evidence are under-subscribed. We therefore recommend that more funding be given to projects under SSAs, STREPs etc rather than NoEs 
Question 14:
 
The 7th FWP takes a scientific approach to its priorities, with the main focus in health being on biotechnology and genomics, and not on other important quality of life issues.  We recognise the importance of business as a driver for research enterprise.  However more funding should be allocated to health policy and applied research and allowed to compete with other identified priorities. Translational research (applied) needs to be given more precedence and not left to enterprise.
  
We also note that the 6th Framework aims to increase the participation of women in all aspects of the programme.  Nursing is a predominantly female profession and consequently any reduction in research activity in this area will have a disproportionate effect upon the percentage of research carried out by women

 
The Royal College of Nursing is keen to see more pan-European research in the following key areas where nursing makes a significant contribution
 
        Public health  (eg community development, social inclusion, evaluating new services for marginalised groups)
        Health workforce (eg shortages of personnel, lifelong learning, quality of work life and burnout)
        Clinical effectiveness (eg testing  multi-disciplinary including nursing, healthcare interventions)
 
We would therefore like to see:
 
        Substantial ringfenced funding for applied research in public health to support the aims of the EU's health strategy
        Ringfenced funding for applied research in health services that recognises  broader care interventions are required in order to make a real difference to citizens’ health in Europe
        A broadening of the emphasis of the  genomics and biotechnology for health section to ensure that this includes not only the potential long-term future health gain offered by these areas but also the health care needs of Europe's population in the short to medium term 
        Inclusion of funding for research around the health workforce, the quality of work life, lifelong learning, burnout etc as part of the EU's social, employment and health and safety agenda.

Question 15:

As an observation it is imperative that proper cost accounting be introduced for all aspects of projects from the outset through to completion.
 
