Minutes of Second Meeting of the Cambridgeshire Branch
The Oak Tree Community Centre

Huntingdon
20 September 2007

ATTENDEES






Marcia Turnham – Chair





Chris Glover






Caroline Parr







Alison Mayern






Kathy Gale







Carol Watts






Julie Stokes





 
Frank Clarke







Paul Smart







APOLOGIES
Sue Jestice





Donna Mizell

Angela Donnelly




Mary Place

Rosin Wright





Pauline Kingston

Laura Whitby





Helen Harris

Sandra Patterson




Dot Chatfield

Debbie Tarrant




Paul Allingham

Les Gelling





Jo Carr

Jan Kennedy





Stephen Tuitt

Carol Evans





Sonia Vanner

MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous Branch Meeting was agreed and signed off as correct.

MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting.

BRANCH EXECUTIVE UPDATE

Marcia Turnham asked for ideas for afternoon educational presentations at the Branch Meetings.  Tony Durcan asked if the Branch still wished for these presentations to carry on or would they prefer to discuss Clinical Initiatives instead/also.
ACTION: - All members of Branch to keep an eye out for new clinical issues and new initiatives in their area that can be brought to the Branch meeting.
Tony Durcan stated that Peter Carter’s visit to the region would be discussed at the next Eastern Region Team Meeting.  

A query was raised as to whether Jan Kennedy had identified any good practice issues from the last Learning Reps meeting.  As Jan was not at the meeting no comment could be made. It was suggested that this should become a local event to promote good practice.  Update needed from the Board as to their thoughts on the subject.
Branch Review – Draft Constitution Papers have been produced but these are not for public consultation.  If possible, will distribute in time to be discussed at next Meeting in December.  Paul Smart stated that the reason the Eastern Region were chosen to pilot this scheme was because they were the best and that all regions are looking at us.  
HC Workshops – Seminars and surgery’s have proved successful in the past. They have alos shown themselves to be a useful recruitment tool.  Tony Durcan reported that his is the Regional Lead for the recruitment and retention of HCSW & HCA.

Paul Smart stated that a Forum of HCA’s has made contact with him for advice and for him to attend their meetings.  Tony Durcan also stated that he would be willing to assist at these meetings if required.
A discussion then took place on resolutions to put forward for Congress.  Please see the attached documents that refer to this issue.

A request was made to the Branch for assistance with the Student Recruitment in Cambridge on 28 September 2007, unfortunately no one could assist.
BOARD UPDATE
Elections are in Progress as there are a few Members of the Board standing down.

It was reported that the Board will now see Branch Accounts every quarter.

Eastern Region Office has under spent by 8K due to staff shortages.  A request was made for expenses to be sent in as soon as possible as if they are submitted late 3 times claims may be deducted. ‘Claims should be submitted on a monthly basis and no later than by the end of the month following the month in which the expense was incurred unless such claim is for less than  £100 then it can be carried forward, rather than submitted, if the claimant so wishes.  Any claim covering a period longer than 1 month should be submitted at the end of the following month in which it exceeds £100 in total.’

Congress - Can Branch Members please go to the Eastern Region Website to access the Congress Funding form, once completed submit to the Eastern Region office.
The Fringe Event at Congress this year is covering the topic of Non- Medical Prescribing being run by Professor Matt Griffiths and will take place on Tuesday 29 April 2008.

The Sunday Welcome event is to become the main event for Eastern Region at Congress 08 which replaces the Thursday Evening Supper.  RCN dignitaries will now be attending the Sunday evening.
COUNCIL UPDATE
PDF plans have been put on hold and are going back for Consultation with regards the Forums.

There was a discussion around whether HCA’s should be able to sit on the Board and it was decided it would be a good idea.  Karen Webb will be asking for nominations soon.  

The review of the RCN Institute has now been completed.  It was decided that the Research Department and the University Department will cease.

The pay offer was discussed at a meeting in London on Saturday 15 September.  This meeting was attended by Activists from all areas who voiced their anger and dismay at the other 3 countries being offered their 2.55 in full.  The Council made their feelings clear and the vote was carried but being reluctantly accepted.  Evidence is being submitted for the pay review in November.  Midwives are meeting in October.  Out of 360.000 ballot forms sent out only 18% responded.
REGIONAL OFFICER UPDATE
The Branch need to decide who is going to Congress and also look into accommodation.
The Branch need to discuss ideas for advertising the Fringe Event, as Prof Matt Griffiths is presenting.
Hot Issues – future skill mix & bed changes.  Another big issue in Cambridgeshire at the moment is the closure of Community Hsopitals.

Diversity Conference – A discussion took place regarding the model for the conference.

Children & Young People – Health Education

Primary Care – Gipsy Travellers/Migrant Workers
Elderly Care – Migrant Workers/Gipsy Travellers

Mental Health – Children & Young People/ Migrant Workers/ Gipsy Travellers

It was agreed that the focus should be kept on care and care providers at the conference.
The Branch agreed to assist in the funding of Congress to the sum of £1500.00 in return for 50% of the profit.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was reported that Peterborough will be expanding over the next few years with Edith Cavell being the main site for expansion.

Penny Lavis reported on NPFIT and the conference being held at Newmarket Racecourse on 6 December 2007 reporting on new IT Initiatives.  It was then noted that 6 December was the date for the next Branch Meeting.  It was then agreed to move the date of Branch meeting to the 7 December 2007.

Frank Clarke reported that his Trust is awaiting the outcome of a Community Trust Review – There is to be a meeting of staff to discuss the re-opening of the Care of the Elderly of Palliative Care areas..
