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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. Competency Framework for Clinical Research Nurses

Dr Leslie Gelling, RCN Research Society Steering Committee member, and Chair, Competency Framework for Clinical Research Nurses Working Group writes:

Clinical Research Nurses (CRNs) make a significant contribution to high quality clinical research in the United Kingdom (UK). For many years the work of CRNs has varied considerably between research sites and between clinical specialities. It has not been uncommon for CRNs to undertake very different roles and to receive very different levels of support for professional and career development. CRNs face many complex challenges in developing their own careers and in developing the role of the CRN. Recent advances, including formation of the UK Clinical Research Collaboration (UKCRC) and specialist research networks, have contributed to making significant improvements in the support offered to CRNs. It is hoped that this Competency Framework will offer further practical support for CRNs at various stages in their careers. Most importantly, this Framework will offer considerable guidance to nurses new to the CRN role.

In any research environment it is essential that staff demonstrate the necessary levels of competence to undertake their roles. This Competency Framework offers a process through which CRNs can demonstrate the acquisition and application of the knowledge and skills required by CRNs. The Framework has been designed to be as flexible and practical as possible and the Working Group is keen to learn about the experiences of those who implement the Framework. This feedback will be used in the preparation of future versions of this Framework.

This document contains a large amount of information and it is essential that it is kept up to date. The Working Group is well aware that the publication of this document marks only the start of this work. The first revision will be undertaken in twelve months. Please let us know if and/or how the Framework works for you or how it might be improved.

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/rs/competencies/ 


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN Research Society Eastern region lecture and meeting

14 January 2009, 13.00 - 15.30, Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge

13:00 - 14:00: "Evaluating a complex intervention for patients with advanced disease: the Addenbrooke's Breathlessness Intervention Service", Dr Morag Farquhar, Macmillan Post Doctoral Research Fellow, General Practice and Primary Care Research Unit, University of Cambridge
14:00 - 14:30:  Break and networking opportunity
14:30 - 15:30:  Meeting of RCN Research Society (Eastern)

This free event is open to all nurses, students and members of the RCN in the Eastern Region.  You do not have to be a member of the RCN to attend this lecture.

If you would like more information, directions to the venue or to book a place please

Contact: Kornelia Hathaway (Secretary) or Leslie Gelling (Acting Chair)
Email: kornelia.hathaway@addenbrookes.nhs.uk or leslie.gelling@anglia.ac.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/research/rs/eastern 


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. The National Co-ordinating Centre for the NIHR Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - SDO Panel/ Commissioning Board recruitment

Do you want to become an advisor for the SDO programme? Apply to join one of our new advisory panels or Commissioning Board.

New developments in the SDO programme have seen a review of our commissioning structures and processes with a new model being adopted from 1st April 2009. As part of these changes there will be the creation of three advisory panels whose focus will be primarily on assessing NHS needs, and a Commissioning Board which will make funding recommendations - and you can help shape its agenda.

We are recruiting professional and service users for our advisory panels and Commissioning Board to provide their expertise to the SDO programme. You will help us to meet the challenges of commissioning quality research into areas of importance and need to the NHS, and within the SDO remit.

As a member of a SDO advisory panel your role will be to decide which of the many SDO research areas are of most importance to the NHS. It is essential to the success of the programme that research priorities are chosen in a clear and fair way, embracing the latest expertise, knowledge and opinion. It is also important that choices address demonstrable and significant need. As a member of the SDO Commissioning Board you will assess research proposals for scientific merit, feasibility, and value for money before making funding recommendations. Panel and Commissioning Board members have a wide range of backgrounds and bring considerable experience and expertise, ranging from NHS managers through healthcare professionals and researchers, to members of the public who use NHS services.

If you are interested in helping shape the NHS service delivery and organisation agenda more information about the remits of our advisory panels and Commissioning Board is available with details of how you can apply and get involved.

Website: http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/recruithomepage.html 

Deadline for receipt of applications: 22 December 2008

	4. Clinical Trials Unit Manager, Lincolnshire Clinical Trials Unit, United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust

Agenda for Change Band 7. 29,091 - 38,352GBP. Permanent

Lincolnshire Clinical Trials Unit (LCTU) was established in May 2005 in the R&D Department to promote and support clinical trials. As a result of successful collaboration and joint working, the ULH Trust has been successful in establishing and attracting infrastructure resources for five topic specific research networks (Cancer, Diabetes, Medicines for Children, Stroke and DeNDRoN). The LCTU has fast expanding plan and hoping to appoint up to 10 additional research staff to support and promote commercial and non-commercial clinical trials. The successful band 7 applicant should be registered nurse or allied health professional with a degree and with clinical research and staff management experience. For further information please contact Dr Tanweer Ahmed, Director of Lincolnshire Clinical Trials Unit, Tel: 01522 573941.

Website: http://www.ulh.nhs.uk

Closing date for applications: 29 December 2008.

	5. Clinical Research Officer/Research Nurse (x2), Dementia and Neurodegenerative Diseases Research Network (DeNDRoN), Lincolnshire Clinical Trials Unit, United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust

Agenda for Change Band 6. 24,103 - 32,653GBP. Part-time 0.5 WTE. One based in Lincoln, the other Grantham. Fixed Term to one year (extendable). Secondment opportunity.

For further information please contact Dr Tanweer Ahmed, Director of Lincolnshire Clinical Trials Unit, Tel: 01522 573941. 

Website: http://www.ulh.nhs.uk

Closing date for applications: 29 December 2008.

	6. Research Fellow, Centre for Health and Social Care Research, University of Huddersfield

30,881 - 34,756GBP

We are seeking to recruit a Research Fellow to join the Research Team based in the Centre for Health and Social Care. You will be able to contribute to various projects exploring aspects of health and social care under the supervision of Professor Annie Topping, Professor Bob Heyman and Dr Jane Morrell. Duties will include all aspects of research project management including ethics and governance, data collection (which may involve some travel) analysis and contribution to grant capture, writing reports, publications and the dissemination of findings. The post will provide opportunities to gain real world research experience using a variety of data collection approaches.

Informal enquiries about the post should be made to Professor Annie Topping, Tel: 01484 473974, email: a.e.topping@hud.ac.uk 

Website: http://www.hud.ac.uk/hr/jobs/?id=1194

Closing Date: 7 January 2009

	7. NIHR Clinical Academic Training Pathway for Nurses, Midwives and Allied Health Professions: Invitation to Tender for Funding for Masters Degree Places in Clinical Research

The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) and the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) for England, in Collaboration with Economics and Social Research Council (ESRC) and Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) are establishing a major new initiative to boost clinical academic careers for nurses, midwives and allied health professionals. Funding has been secured to implement a number of research training schemes which, collectively, will offer a comprehensive clinical academic training pathway. The schemes will offer four levels of integrated training:

i) Masters in Research (MRes) or Masters in Clinical Research
ii) Doctorate Research (not professional doctorate)
iii) Clinical Lectureship
iv) Senior Academic Clinical Lectureship

An implementation group has been established.  The implementation group is developing transparent application processes to establish the schemes which are being launched in open competition. The NIHR and the CNO are pleased to invite tenders for funding to deliver Masters Degree places in Clinical Research.

Website: http://www.nccrcd.nhs.uk/news/nihrcatpathway 

Closing date for applications: 21 January 2009

	8. RCN Northern Ireland Nurse of the Year 2009

Nominations are now open for the 2009 RCN Northern Ireland Nurse of the Year awards. This is the thirteenth year of the awards, which recognise and reward nursing excellence throughout Northern Ireland. Application forms for all categories are available from RCN Northern Ireland by telephoning 028 90 384 600. Once again there is an award for nurse researcher of the year.

Closing date for the receipt of entries: 30 January 2009.

	9. The National Co-ordinating Centre for the NIHR Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme Call for peer-reviewers

To ensure that SDO research can continue to be of the highest possible quality and relevance we are actively looking to expand our peer-review base with professional and service user experts. If you are not already registered to be a potential SDO peer-reviewer please contact us to register your interest and we'll send you further information about the role and a form to complete.

Contact: SDO
Email: sdo@southampton.ac.uk 


	Research Funding

	10. Health Foundation Closing the Gap through Clinical Communities awards

The Health Foundation is seeking applications for Closing the Gap through Clinical Communities awards. These awards aim to improve the quality of care delivered to patients by bridging the gap between known best practice and the routine delivery of care. We will fund clinical teams working with patients to make improvements that will bridge an identified gap between best and current practice. The award will include opportunities for learning and development in quality improvement. Improvement projects in any condition, disease or service may be proposed for which there is authoritative best practice, e.g. standards agreed by a specialist society. Projects should involve making improvements across several organisations taking advantage of local, regional or national professional and/or patient networks. Applicants will need to show evidence of the need for improvement and to be able to demonstrate how they will make improvements and how they will measure achievements.

Website: http://www.health.org.uk/current_work/open_for_applications/closing_the_gap_1.html 

Closing date for applications: 27 March 2009


	Current Research Commissions

	11. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research for Patient Benefit Programme eighth competition

The Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme invites proposals for quantitative or qualitative research into Health and Public Health Services. 

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

Competition 8. The date for submitting a Registration of Intention (ROI) to apply is 19 December 2008 and the application closing date is 30 January 2009.

	12. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - Primary Care and Community Health Services

The NIHR SDO Programme invites proposals to examine the range of community health care services including nursing, pharmacy, dental services, opticians and other allied health professional services where there has been limited research to date. Funding up to 475,000GBP per project is available for three years duration. The application process will be in two stages, with outline proposals being invited in the first instance. 

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx

The closing date for submission of outline proposals is 19 February 2009

	13. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - Evaluating Innovations in Integrating Health and Social Care for Adults and Older People

The NIHR SDO Programme invites proposals to evaluate innovative developments that are occurring within the delivery of health and social care services for adults and older people. Funding up to 475,000GBP per project is available for three years duration. The application process will be in two stages, with outline proposals being invited in the first instance. 

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx

The closing date for submission of outline proposals is 24 February 2009

	14. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - Evaluating partnerships between Universities and NHS

The NIHR SDO Programme wishes to commission research to explore the structures, processes and outcomes of the new NIHR Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care (CLAHRC). A key aim of this funding call is to encourage research designs that will produce timely and accessible findings that can be used by the CLAHRCs to inform their ongoing development. However, the scope and nature of all projects must be such that they also contribute to the growing international knowledge base on research use and impact. We have provisionally allocated a budget of up to 3 million GBP for this call for proposals. A range of projects may be funded of up to five years duration and a maximum of 600,000GBP per project. Projects are expected to start in July 2009. The application process will be one stage, with full proposal applications being invited. 

Website: http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/currentcalls.html

Applicants are asked to submit full proposals for the above call by 26 February 2009


	Fellowships/Studentships

	15. PhD studentships in public health research, The Centre for Diet and Activity Research (CEDAR)

We invite applications for PhD studentships in public health research within the newly established Centre for Diet and Activity Research (CEDAR), a UKCRC funded Centre of Excellence in Public Health Research. The Centre is a collaboration between MRC units in Cambridge and the Universities of Cambridge and East Anglia and is hosted by the Institute of Public Health in Cambridge. We particularly seek candidates interested in the social and environmental determinants of physical activity and dietary behaviour and in population-based, interdisciplinary intervention research.

Website: http://www.mrc-epid.cam.ac.uk/cedar/ 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 11 January 2009


	Research Training 

	16. Royal College of Nursing and Open University

Certificate/Diploma/MSc in Advancing Healthcare Practice

Each stage of the programme is a valuable award in its own right. Alternatively, if you are seeking to enhance your research skills you can register for the two research courses: Designing Healthcare Research (20 credits at Level M) and Conducting Healthcare Research (20 credits at Level M). The first of these two courses focuses on research methodology while the second focuses on research methods and enables you to prepare a research proposal. While studying the postgraduate programmes you will:

* retrieve, interpret and use data (qualitative and quantitative), information and evidence for strategic purposes
* work collaboratively with others in a range of different and complex contexts to advance practice
* manage uncertainty which is inherent in advancing practice and the development of scholarship
* translate concepts into practice, using techniques, skills and approaches that are timely, sensitive and well thought-out
* demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems

RCN members are entitled to a 10% discount for all courses in the Postgraduate programme in Advancing Healthcare Practice

Contact: Open University
Tel: 0845 300 60 90
Email: general-enquiries@open.ac.uk

Website: http://www.openuniversity.co.uk/rcn 

Registration for the February 2009 gateway course to the Postgraduate programmes in Advancing Healthcare Practice - Change, policy and practice (K826) - closes on 23 January 2009.


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	17. Scottish Government paper, "Better Together: Scotland's Patient Experience Programme Building on the Experiences of NHS Boards"

This research documents Scottish Health Boards' current patient experience activities and Boards representatives' experiences of and attitudes towards patient experience as well as examining the expectations of the Scottish Patient Experience Programme and beliefs about patients' priorities.

Website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/11/24143527/0 

	18. Scottish Government paper, "Risk and Protective Factors for Suicide and Suicidal Behaviour: A Literature Review"

A systematic international literature review of review-level data on suicide risk factors and primary evidence of protective factors against suicide.

Website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/11/28141444/0 

	19. Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) latest guidelines

SIGN's objective is to improve the quality of health care for patients in Scotland by reducing variation in practice and outcome, through the development and dissemination of national clinical guidelines containing recommendations for effective practice based on current evidence. The latest guidelines include:

i) Guideline 107. Diagnosis and management of headache in adults [November 2008]. This guideline provides recommendations based on current evidence for best practice in the diagnosis and management of headache in adults. It focuses on the more common primary headaches and addresses some of the rarer primary headaches which have recognisable features with specific treatments.

Website: http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/published/index.html

	20. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment Programme - Themed Update 2008

In this issue: Supporting the research needs of the NHS; HTA Advisory Panels increase from four to six; Identifying and prioritising HTA research; Surgical procedures; Speech therapy assessed; Incontinence pads compared; Treatments for verrucae; Rehabilitation programmes; Physio for pulmonary disease; Treating diabetic foot ulcers; Treating venous leg ulcers; Influencing policy-makers

Website: http://www.hta.ac.uk/news/publications/updates.shtml

	21. Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) 
 
SCIE's aim is to improve the experience of people who use social care by developing and promoting knowledge (gathered from diverse sources and a broad range of people and organizations) about good practice in the sector.  Recent updates include:

i) Resource guide 14: Having a break: good practice in short breaks for families with children who have complex health needs and disabilities. SCIE's latest resource guide presents information about innovative and imaginative practice in providing short breaks for families with children who have complex health needs and disabilities. These new types of short breaks are more flexible than traditional residential care, offering different kinds of support to better meet the needs of the whole family. Link: http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/resourceguides/rg14/index.asp 

Website: http://www.scie.org.uk/


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	22. 4th International Conference on Community Health Nursing Research (ICCHNR), "Health in Transition - Researching for the Future"

16 - 20 August 2009, Adelaide, Australia

Many topics will be discussed such as health and illness across the lifespan, the impact of cultural and socioeconomic forces on health, management and funding models, research methodologies and translation of research into practice.

Website: http://www.healthintransition2009.org.au/ 

Closing date for abstracts: 31 December 2008

	23. RCN Sexual Health Forum conference

20 June 2009, London, England

This year's conference aims to explore practice which has provided successful models of care across the broad range of sexual health services. Building on that success we will look at the future direction for sexual health nursing in a competitive market.

Contact: Mirka Ferdosian, RCN Conference and Events Co-ordinator
Tel: 020 7647 3583
Email: mirka.ferdosian@rcn.org.uk 
Website: www.rcn.org.uk/events 

Closing date for abstracts: 5 January 2009

	24. RCN Children and Young People's conference, "Back to the future: a celebration of 25 years of children and young people's nursing"

11 - 12 September 2009, Liverpool, England

Contact: Holly Peppiatt, RCN Conference and Events Co-ordinator
Tel: 020 7647 3580
Email: jointpaediatric@rcn.org.uk 
Website: www.rcn.org.uk/events 

Closing date for abstracts: 30 January 2009

	25. Society for Academic Primary Care (SAPC) annual scientific meeting 2009

8 - 10 July 2009, Dundee, Scotland

Contact: Sue Stewart, SAPC
Tel: 01865 331839
Email: office@sapc.ac.uk
Website: www.sapc.ac.uk/09

Abstract deadline: 13 February 2009 (Panels) and 6 March 2009 (abstracts and workshops)


