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SOUTH OF TYNE AND WEAR BRANCH MEETING

25 JANUARY 2010

Present:
Richard Atkinson

John Hooker

Denise McLaughlin (Chair)

Michael White (Treasurer)

In Attendance:

Colette Ross

Steve Moore

Apologies for Absence:

Colin Docherty

David Gardener

Angela Starr
Kathleen White

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Meeting was not quorate and apologies for absence are noted above.
2. Notes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising from the Notes
The notes of the previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting and there were no matters arising

3. Branch Action Plan

Denise thanked John for his work on the action plan. Discussions around the plan took place it was noted that there was a lack of representatives especially with Sunderland Acute Hospital. Branch agreed to give some thought about possible recruitment events. 
4. Finance Report

This report was agreed as correct the balance is 4850.58. 

5. Mentorship 

No problems with reps participating in mentorship.  Organising dates in diaries to attend mentorship does remain a problem due to work commitments.

6. Board Papers

Fresher’s event at Northumbria was noted and Denise asked for any volunteers to let Colette know in the office.  No other action for the Branch to note.
7. Congress 2010 

Richard Atkinson and John Hooker are both interested in attending Congress this year.  Colin Docherty requested to attend Congress as voting member, under his current role as President of the Branch he is unable to attend in this capacity.  John Hooker asked that the Branch support Colin in attending as a non voting member. 
Branch meeting was not quorate . But under constitution it notes that if 3 committee members are present a decision can be made regarding funding.   Therefore the decision was confirmed by the committee for Colin to attend and funding was agreed up to £300. 
Colette explained that unfortunately we could not give Congress advances this year. So claims would need to be made using Cheque Requisition forms or invoices.    Denise is going to email around to drum up some further members support. 
Steve confirmed that the Northern Region has been given £1500 to support members travelling to congress for the first time. 
8. Activist Recruitment

Recruitment week was discussed this is running week commencing 10th May. Denise agreed that the Branch would get together to discuss a possible meet and greet events around the area and there are also going trying to get to go to Sunderland Acute Hospital to possibly focus on recruiting new reps. Denise will let us know.
9. General Recruitment

Steve picked up on recruitment figures,  HCA recruitment is not going as well as expected.  Unfortunately the Student figures do not reflective within South of Tyne as all the recruits go to North of Tyne figures.
10. Any other business

No further business to discuss

11. Date and time of the next meeting

7th June 2010, 10.00am start at RCN Office Avalon House Sunderland
