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Election of Members to RCN Scotland Board 2008-2012
Guidance and Rules for Candidates and Nominators

In order that all election processes are as clear and fair as possible, and to ensure that no candidate is advantaged or disadvantaged, the following guidance and rules have been prepared.

It is important that all those participating in an election process, particularly candidates and nominators, read and comply with these rules.

Failure to comply with the rules and procedures laid down for elections can result in disqualification.

Nominations

1. The detailed procedures applying to each election are set out separately and must be adhered to (see 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 of RCN Scotland Regulations)



2. It is the responsibility of the candidate and the nominators to ensure that all information completed on the nomination form and in the candidate's details form and manifesto is correct.

3. Elected Officers of a membership entity who sign a nomination form on behalf of that entity must ensure they have the authority to do so.



Campaign expenses

4. It is not permissible for any RCN funds or resources to be used in any connection with election campaigning, or for an individual branch or field of practice to contribute to the cost of any campaign.  It is not permissible for any candidate either to obtain or to use for the purposes of an election any membership list or set of addressed labels.



5. A candidate's campaign expenses (such as stationery, printing, postage, telephone and travel) will not be reimbursed by the RCN.



Publicity


6. With the exception of postings on the main RCN website by or on behalf of candidates and the candidates' details and manifestos printed with the voting paper, no correspondence or written article received from any candidate and considered to contain electioneering material shall either be published in any RCN publication or included in any mailing sent to members by the RCN.


7. The RCN may, through RCN Bulletin and Activate, or other appropriate publications, give publicity to the elections.


Conduct of election



8. When appropriate, the Electoral Reform Ballot Services will act as independent scrutineers in elections.



9. Elections will be conducted, if applicable, by the single transferable voting system. The single transferable vote system allows those voting to rank the candidates in order of preference (1, 2, 3 etc).  If no candidate receives more than 50% of the quota of "first preference", the bottom candidate is eliminated and her/his votes redistributed according to the "second preference" indicated.  This procedure continues until one candidate has more than the required quota.
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