
 

Clinical Governance e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Quality Standards and Innovation Unit at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects of clinical governance. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk  

If you would like to learn more about Clinical Governance related issues visit the Clinical Governance Online Resource at: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance
You can also keep up-to date with the RCN Clinical Governance e-Bulletin, via the social bookmarking tool Delicious: http://delicious.com/clinicalgovernance
This Bulletin was sent out on 12th August 2010

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *

Quality Improvement Network

The Quality Improvement Network (QIN) is an RCN members' group for healthcare professionals interested in promoting quality. It is active UK-wide in providing opportunities to influence quality improvement at all levels and promoting wide dissemination of information. Its members participate by sharing ideas, practice, expertise, experiences and knowledge. The network believes that the patient experience will be improved through promoting quality improvement activities. Membership is free to RCN members and does not count as one of the three forums. Call RCN Direct on 0345 7726100 to register.

If you are a member of another health profession or work in clinical governance you can join QIN for a one-off fee of £20. Please send a cheque made payable to the RCN, with your contact details to: The Network Administrator, RCN Institute, Whichford House, Building 1400, Parkway Court, Oxford Business Park, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2JY.

For further information about QIN activities see the Quality Improvement Network community.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/communities/specialisms/quality_improvement_network 

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *

A. Clinical Governance: general
All Wales Sexual Health Network: Putting child sexual abuse prevention on the political agenda. Stop it Now! Wales is running a campaign across Wales called Commit to Prevent that is solely dedicated to preventing the sexual abuse of children. It is launching a new drive to urge all political parties to include protecting children from sexual harm in their forthcoming manifestos, ahead of the Assembly election in 2011. http://www.shnwales.org.uk/news.cfm?orgid=485&contentid=16830 

Stop it now! Commit to prevent. http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/campaign-structure--activities/wales/wales/commit-to-prevent!-.aspx 

DH: Department of Health response to the public’s comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government. Following the May 2010 general election and the formation of the coalition Government, a five year programme for partnership government entitled The Coalition: our programme for government (PFG) was released by Prime Minister David Cameron and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg and invited public comments. The Department's responses to different aspects of the programme are based on the top three issues raised in each area:

Response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on the NHS. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118130 

Response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on public health. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118127 

Response to the public's comments on The Coalition: Our Programme for Government on social care and disability.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118129 

DH: The CNO Bulletin issue 89 July 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/July2010/index.htm 

DH: Implementing 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives': consultation for statutory guidance for local authorities and NHS organisations to support implementation of the autism strategy. This consultation seeks views on the guidance drafted to support the implementation of the Autism Strategy 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives'. The consultation closes on 22 October 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_118058 

DH: Continuing care for veterans. This note is to remind those involved in the care of veterans, of the commitments given around priority healthcare and prostheses provision for veterans. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118493 

DH: Review of future of Dr Foster Intelligence.  A review will explore strategic options for the future of Dr Foster Intelligence, one of the UK’s main providers of information, analysis and targeted communications to health and social care organisations. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_118452 

Health in Wales. The Health in Wales website has now replaced the Health of Wales Information Service (HOWIS) website. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/ 

Royal College of Nursing (RCN): Important message from RCN Chief Executive Dr Peter Carter. RCN Chief Executive Dr Peter Carter reassures members that together, nursing staff can defend services and protect patient care.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/nursing_staff_can_make_a_difference
RCN: RCN expresses support and solidarity to Pakistani nurses. The RCN has expressed its admiration for members of the Pakistani Nurses Federation as they deal with devastation caused by monsoon floods.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_expresses_support_and_solidarity_to_pakistani_nurses  

RCN: Use your vote. RCN elections are now in full swing and voting papers have been sent to all members. Voting closes on 27 August 2010.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/use_your_vote 

B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Innovations Exchange: Featured topic – Matching patients’ language/culture with providers. Describes practical resources designed to improve communication with a diverse patient population (American).
http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/ 

DH: NHS Reconfiguration guidance. This letter from NHS Chief Executive Sir David Nicholson outlines the criteria for existing and future NHS reconfigurations as set out in the revised Operating Framework for 2010-11. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117899 

DH: Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition. This document sets out revised Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition (PRCC) in commissioning and provision of NHS services. The PRCC have been reviewed to ensure they are consistent with the White Paper: Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS which set out the Government’s strategy for the NHS. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118221 

DH: Procurement guide for commissioners of NHS-funded services.  The guide, which supersedes the guide published in March 2010, sets out expectations of commissioners on the use of procurement to improve services for patients. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118218 

DH: Third Sector Investment Programme: Innovation Excellence and Service Development Fund 2011-12 - information pack for third sector organisations. The 2011-12 Fund opened on 4th August 2010, and closes to applications on Monday 1st November at 12:00 noon.  The information pack details the funding themes for 2011-12, the priority areas for each theme and the criteria we will use for assessing applications. A timetable is provided for the whole process from application through to decision. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118373 

Health Foundation: How do you get clinicians involved in quality improvement? An evaluation of the Health Foundation's Engaging with Quality Initiative – a programme of work to support clinicians to drive forward quality. http://www.health.org.uk/publications/research_reports/how_do_you_get.html 

Health Foundation: Quality improvement made simple. Quality Improvement Made Simple is the first in a new series of quality improvement guides for boards. It focuses on one important element of the quality agenda: quality improvement. 

http://www.health.org.uk/publications/briefings_leaflets/quality_improvement.html 

Health Services Management Centre (HSMC), University of Birmingham: Policy paper on embedding prevention in older people’s services. The paper identifies and reviews ten high impact changes, addressing the acknowledged need to embed prevention into older people's services. It builds on HSMC's ongoing contributions around prevention and rehabilitation within long-term care as part of an EU research project. http://www.hsmc.bham.ac.uk/news/news/2010/8/policy-paper-embedding-prevention.shtml 

Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP): Guide to working with industry on clinical audit. Launched in collaboration with the Cambridge Institute for Research, Education and Management (CiREM), this guide is designed to meet increasing interest from such organisations in becoming involved in service development and clinical audit.

Press release: http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-unveils-guide-to-working-with-industry-on-clinical-audit/ 

Guide: http://www.hqip.org.uk/assets/Guidance/HQIP-Guide-to-Working-with-Industry-on-Clinical-Audit-20-July-2010.pdf 

HQIP: Local clinical audit handbook for physicians. A free, easy-to-understand reference guide launched in partnership with the Royal College of Physicians (RCP). The 46-page digital guide is specifically designed as a user-friendly tool, which clinicians can consult as necessary. Areas covered include clinical audit in relation to revalidation, GMC requirements, PROMs, NICE standards and the QIPP agenda.

Press release: 

http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-launches-local-clinical-audit-handbook-for-physicians-in-latest-clinical-audit-engagement-drive/ 

Full guide:

http://www.hqip.org.uk/assets/Dev-Team-Uploads/Local-clinical-audit-handbook-for-physicians-August-2010-v3.pdf 

King’s Fund: Maternity care in general practice. This paper assesses the current state of general practice involvement in maternity care, what GPs can do to stimulate and maintain care quality, and how care quality can be measured.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/current_projects/gp_inquiry/dimensions_of_care/maternity_care_in.html 

BBC Health: Call for GPs to be more involved in maternity care.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-10856754 

King’s Fund: Referral management. Lessons for success. This provides practical advice to those seeking to influence the content and pattern of GP referrals. It draws on the current literature and new qualitative and quantitative research to evaluate the full range of referral management activities from full-scale referral management centres to the ‘passive’ provision of guidelines to GPs. 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/referral_management.html 

Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland: Where do I go from here? A report from a series of visits to the majority of mental health admission wards for older people in Scotland in the summer of 2009.

http://reports.mwcscot.org.uk/Visiting_monitoring/WheredoIgofromhere/IntroductionWDIG.aspx 

National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE): NICE announces 2011/12 QOF indicators. "GPs could be given new incentives to improve the care of patients with diabetes, dementia and mental health problems like schizophrenia". http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/2011-12qofindicators.jsp 

National Nursing Research Unit (NNRU), King’s College London Policy+: Issue 26 August 2010: What are nurse sensitive patient outcomes in ambulatory chemotherapy.  This issue outlines the finding and implications of a review undertaken by the National Nursing Research Unit investigating patient outcomes in ambulatory chemotherapy.

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/56/58/PolicyIssue26.pdf
National Obesity Observatory: Bariatric surgery for obesity. This paper describes the most commonly performed bariatric surgery procedures in the UK, and discusses the efficacy of the various forms of bariatric surgery as a treatment option for obesity. The paper also presents available data on levels of bariatric surgery activity in England.

http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_7204_Bariatric_Surgery_for_Obesity.pdf 

National Obesity Observatory: Review of dietary assessment methods in public health. The aim of this report is to provide a descriptive summary of tools to measure dietary intake and dietary behaviours. Technical details are provided on the reliability and validity of these tools where available.

Supplement: Review of dietary assessment methods in public health Dietary assessment questionnaires. http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_7222_Supplement040810.pdf 

Briefing note: Obesity and life expectancy.

http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_7199_Obesity_and_life_expectancy.pdf 

National Prescribing Centre (NPC): QIPP – medicines management options for local consideration. The NPC has been working with various stakeholders on the Quality, Innovation, Productivity and Prevention (QIPP )agenda involving medicines. A broad spectrum of initiatives are being developed which will be launched by DH, in the late summer. It was considered appropriate, however, to share with PCTs, in advance, a document providing an initial list of therapeutic topics for early consideration, which offer real opportunities for maintaining or improving quality and enhancing value for money. http://www.npc.co.uk/policy/qipp/qipp.htm 

NHS Improvement - Audiology: Pushing the boundaries: evidence to support the delivery of good practice in audiology. This shares the learning from the pilot phase of the NHS Improvement Audiology Programme which involved 18 sites across England and a range of clinical pathways. http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zRsxjLXTeCw%3d&tabid=56 

NHS Improvement - Cancer: Living with and beyond cancer: the improvement story so far. Presents improvement stories from the test communities who are piloting elements of care and support to inform potential new models of care. http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=hXOKkpqRJE4%3d&tabid=56 

NHS Improvement - Cancer: Transforming inpatient care: spreading the winning principles and good practice. Three new publications: Consolidation Report: from testing to spread', 'An integrated approach: the transferability of the Winning Principles', and 'From testing to spread: sharing the knowledge and learning from organisations spreading the Winning Principles - case studies. There are four 'Winning Principles' which have been identified as making a significant difference to the management and experience of the inpatient pathway. http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/cancer/TransformingInpatientCare/CancerInpatientsPublications/tabid/105/Default.aspx 

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement (NHS Institute) research and evaluation reports: Market research for online communities in the NHS.  Research undertaken to support the development of a ‘National Ideas Platform’ has provided information on: what affects people’s use of online resources and why some networks work; how people go about sharing ideas at the moment; what technologies people are using and for what purpose. http://www.institute.nhs.uk/research_and_evaluation_reports/reports/market_research_for_online_communities_in_the_nhs.html 

NHS Primary Care Commissioning (NHS PCC): Implications of contracting with GP federations. This briefing paper has been produced in answer to questions from PCTs about opportunities for commissioning from GP federations. http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/news/4437 

NHS South Central: Review of paediatric cardiac surgery services at Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS Trust. An independent panel set up following the deaths of four babies after cardiac surgery at the Oxford Radcliffe Hospital has made a number of recommendations for improvement which have all been agreed by the Board of South Central Strategic Health Authority (SHA). http://www.southcentral.nhs.uk/news.php?news_id=248 

Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals: Statement on the review. http://www.oxfordradcliffe.nhs.uk/news/newsrecords/1007/100729paedcardiac.aspx 

Scottish Social Services Council: C.O.D.Y. has arrived! C.O.D.Y. was developed to make sure that children and young people in residential child care in Scotland understand what the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) Code of Practice for Social Service Workers means to them and the people who work with them.  http://www.sssc.uk.com/cody/ 

Press release: http://www.sssc.uk.com/sssc/news/cody-has-arrived.html 

Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE): Social care TV. New videos.
Supporting carers. The commissioner.

http://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?guid=9a881924-5119-40d1-b798-c15f9ffcc5cf&dm_i=4O5,7GDG,UF1EZ,IPDG,1 

Supporting carers: the social worker.

http://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?guid=c5412d2f-9f9e-452d-965f-49c3905bbe02&dm_i=4O5,7GDG,UF1EZ,IPDG,1
C. Patient Safety
1000 Lives Plus. Reducing patient identification errors. The 1000 Lives Plus programme in Wales is working to ensure that patient records are accurately matched with the patient when treatment is given. Identification errors can be reduced through greater use of the unique NHS number which every person is given. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/news.cfm?orgid=781&contentid=16810 

Wales Online: Using your unique NHS number helps prevent perilous patient mix-ups. Dr Alan Willson explains why a patient’s unique NHS number is so important in modern healthcare.
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/health-news/2010/08/02/using-your-unique-nhs-number-helps-prevent-perilous-patient-mix-ups-91466-26976854/
Care Quality Commission (CQC): The safer management of controlled drugs: annual report 2009. This annual report makes recommendations on how chief executives, accountable officers, the Royal Colleges and the Department of Health could aid the safer management of controlled drugs.
Press release: 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=36526&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

Main report: http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=16013
DH: Dear colleague letter. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_118490  

Guardian: Antibiotics: ‘We have a window of maybe 10 years’. “Antibiotics are a bedrock of modern medicine. But in the very near future, we're going to have to learn to live without them once again”. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/aug/12/the-end-of-antibiotics-health-infections  

Health Foundation: Snapshot: patient safety. Transforming organisational approaches to deliver safer patient care.

http://www.health.org.uk/publications/briefings_leaflets/snapshot_patient.html 

Health Protection Agency (HPA): Listeria and pregnancy/deprivation. The research suggests a higher incidence of listeriosis in pregnant women from ethnic minority groups and, overall, in people living in more deprived areas.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100805Listeriadeprivationandpregancyrisk/ 

HPA: Emergence of a new antibiotic resistance mechanism in India, Pakistan, and the UK: a molecular, biological, and epidemiological study.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100811resistance/ 

BBC Health: New ‘superbug’ found in UK hospitals. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-10925411 

HPA: Viral hepatitis among injecting drug users. This survey looks at infectious diseases in a sample of around 3,000 injectors each year. The report reveals that in 2009 uptake of the vaccine for Hepatitis B among the injecting drug users surveyed was 73 per cent - up from 25 per cent in 1998.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100803hepatitisBvaccsuccessmixed/ 

HPA: Malaria: Information for people travelling overseas. This leaflet contains information about malaria and protection against malaria when travelling to malaria-risk countries.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/Publications/InfectiousDiseases/TravelHealth/Malariainformationfortravellerleaflet/ 

HPA: HPA-CRCE-003 - Radiological Consequences Resulting from Accidents and Incidents Involving the Transport of Radioactive Materials in the UK – 2009 Review. This report includes descriptions of 32 accidents and incidents involving the transport of radioactive materials from, to, or within the United Kingdom, which occurred in 2009. http://www.hpa.org.uk/Publications/Radiation/CRCEScientificAndTechnicalReportSeries/HPACRCE003/ 

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA): Drug safety update: Volume 4 issue 1 August 2010. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetyguidance/DrugSafetyUpdate/CON090932 

National Nursing Research Unit, King’s College London: Policy +. Issue No 25: 'Somebody else's problem?' What do we know about staff perceptions of the sources and control of Healthcare Associated Infection? This issue examines the possibility that in the context of uncertainties about the source and control of HCAI across health systems, staff may perceive infection  spread as caused by others and as something which happens elsewhere – in fact ‘somebody else’s problem’.
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/56/58/PolicyIssue25.pdf 

NICE: New advice on rosiglitazone use. The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has issued a new warning over the use of rosiglitazone (Avandia) for the treatment of type-2 diabetes, as evidence grows of cardiovascular risk. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/NewAdviceOnRosiglitazoneUse.jsp 

National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) Alert: Reducing treatment dose errors with low molecular weight heparins. Prescribed doses of low molecular weight heparins (LMWHs) for the treatment of a thromboembolic event are dependent on the weight of the patient and renal function. Underdosing has an increased risk of a further thromboembolic event, while overdosing can increase the risk of bleeding. Guidance is provided on reducing the risks. http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/?EntryId45=75208 

NPSA: NHS organisations urged to continue to help improve patient safety in England and Wales. “Following the publication of the report of the arms-length body review, the National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) would like to reinforce the importance of NHS organisations continuing to report patient safety incidents in the usual way through the National Reporting and Learning System”. http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/news/nhs-organisations-urged-to-continue-to-help-improve-patient-safety/ 

Public Health Wales: Report into outbreak of Cryptosporidium released. The final report of the investigation into the outbreak of Cryptosporidium associated with Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Centre has been published. A multi-agency Outbreak Control Team launched the investigation following reports of illness in children and adults who swam at the leisure centre in August 2009. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/888/news/16821 

Royal College of Surgeons (RCS): Impact of doctor working time cap on patient safety survey. This survey, conducted by the Royal College of Surgeons, has found that European law brought in to improve patient safety and the working lives of doctors, has failed according to polled surgeons on the first anniversary of its implementation.
http://www.rcseng.ac.uk/news/impact-of-doctor-working-time-cap-on-patient-safety-and-training-getting-worse-says-new-survey 

WHO: H1N1 in post-pandemic period. As of 10 August 2010, the Director-General of the World Health Organization announced that the world was no longer in a flu pandemic.

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2010/h1n1_vpc_20100810/en/index.html
D. Patient Focus
Care Quality Commission (CQC): Acting together service. The CQC is looking for experienced organisations to recruit, train and support our network of carers and people who use services, known as Experts by experience. Organisations will work with people in Experts by experience throughout a range of activities. The closing date is 23 September 2010.

http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36525&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Commonwealth Fund: The Triple Aim Journey: Improving Population Health and Patients' Experience of Care, While Reducing Costs. Case studies of three organisations participating in the Institute for Healthcare Improvement's Triple Aim initiative shed light on how they are partnering with providers and organising care to improve the health of a population and patients' experience of care while lowering—or at least reducing the rate of increase in—the per capita cost of care (American).

http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Content/Publications/Case-Studies/2010/Jul/Triple-Aim-Improving-Population-Health.aspx
DH: Refreshing the national Carers Strategy – call for evidence. Letter from the Minister for Care Services seeking views, by 20 September 2010, on the key priorities, supported by evidence of good practice, on what will have the greatest impact on improving carers’ lives in the next four years.  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117249 

Health Foundation: MAGIC (Making Good Decisions in Collaboration). The new programme will explore how shared decision making can be embedded into clinical practice as a core part of mainstream health services. The programme will design and test different approaches and existing decision tools to encourage the use of shared decision making.

http://www.health.org.uk/news/media_centre/press_releases/ambitious_new.html 

Health Foundation: Implementing shared decision making in the UK. The report finds that patients who have participated in SDM projects have usually been ‘overwhelmingly positive’ about them, and offers arguments for attracting the interest of relevant groups such as doctors, politicians, managers and nurses. 

http://www.health.org.uk/publications/research_reports/implementing_shared.html 

HQIP: Patient and public engagement. HQIP has continued its Patient and Public Engagement strategy this month with the launch of a dedicated PPE area on the relaunched HQIP website. The pages include including further guidance of use to both patient groups and individual members of the public, supported by case studies and also a specific area for HQIP's Patient Network. http://www.hqip.org.uk/patient-and-public-engagement-2/ 

INVOLVE: INVOLVE Summer 2010 newsletter.

http://www.invo.org.uk/pdfs/Summer2010d3.pdf 

Monitor: Consultation on changes to the Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition. The consultation set out the rules that commissioners and providers of NHS services are expected to follow to ensure cooperation and competition. The Department of Health conducted a review of the PRCC in July 2010 following the White Paper and the PRCC now includes a new commitment that patients should have a choice of any willing provider wherever relevant and this is now reflected in Principle 5. Monitor are now carrying out a consultation on the adoption of the new version of the PRCC for NHS foundation trusts. The consultation closes on 27 August 2010.
http://www.monitor-nhsft.gov.uk/home/our-publications/browse-category/consultations/live-consultations/consultation-changes-the-prin 

National End of Life Care Programme (NEoLC): Variation in place of death in England: Inequalities or appropriate consequences of age, gender and cause of death? The report reveals big variations in the percentage of deaths that occur in hospital both between English regions and at a local authority level. http://www.endoflifecareforadults.nhs.uk/news/all/report-reveals-that-location-and-deprivation-can-affect-setting-for-deaths-across-england 

Guardian: Too many people are dying in hospital against their wishes. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/joepublic/2010/aug/11/dying-end-of-life-choices-home-hospital  

NHS Inform: Health Secretary Nicola Sturgeon has launched a new NHS inform one-stop health advice service. The NHS inform website and non-emergency telephone helpline will give members of the public in Scotland the chance to seek general advice on everything from alcohol consumption to finding a dentist. http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/
NHS Institute research and evaluation reports: Evaluation of interventions involving children and young people. The Institute for Employment Studies was commissioned to evaluate a product developed by NHS Institute’s Delivering Quality and Value (DQV) team to support the NHS in engaging children and young people in improving local health care services. The findings highlight the importance of engaging children and young people in improving the planning, design and delivery of emergency and urgent care services. http://www.institute.nhs.uk/research_and_evaluation_reports/reports/evaluation_of_interventions_involving_children_and_young_people.html  

Princess Royal Trust: The triangle of care – carers included: a best practice guide in acute mental health care. The guide recommends better partnership working between service users and their carers and organisations. The ‘Triangle of Care’ approach was developed by carers and staff to improve carer engagement in acute inpatient and home treatment services. This guide outlines key elements to achieving this as well as examples of good practice. http://www.carers.org/news/mental-health-and-the-triangle-of-care,6775,NW.html 

Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP): Unhealthy parents put their children’s lives at risk warns GP leader. Writing in the Sunday’s Observer, Professor Field calls on adults to take more personal responsibility for their own health and lifestyle. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/news_2010/unhealthy_parents_health_risk.aspx 

Observer: Don’t take offence if we lecture you on how to stay alive and healthy. http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/aug/08/steve-field-patient-responsibility-health 

E. e-Health

BMC Health Services Research: Barriers to the acceptance of electronic medical records by physicians. From systematic review to taxonomy and interventions. This research aimed to identify, categorize, and analyze barriers perceived by physicians to the adoption of Electronic Medical Records (EMRs) in order to provide implementers with beneficial intervention options. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/231/abstract 

BMC Health Services Research: A systematic review of economic analyses of telehealth services using real time video communication. This systematic review assesses the economic value of one type of telehealth delivery - synchronous or real time video communication - rather than examining a heterogeneous range of delivery modes as has been the case with previous reviews in this area. 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/233/abstract 

BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making: The effect of different cardiovascular risk presentation formats on intentions, understanding and emotional affect: a randomised controlled trial using a web-based risk formatter (protocol). This study compares the effects of presenting cardiovascular risk in different formats on individuals' intention to change behaviour to reduce risk, understanding of risk information and emotional affect. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6947/10/41/abstract 

Brook: My Contraceptive Tool. A web tool designed to help users make decisions about what is most important to them when choosing a contraceptive method by asking some simple questions. http://www.brook.org.uk/contraception/my-contraception-tool
DH Care Networks: Telecare LIN eNewsletter July 2010. The Telecare Learning and Improvement Network (LIN) is responsible for providing general implementation support to organisations building their telecare and telehealth programmes in England.

http://www.dhcarenetworks.org.uk/_library/Resources/Telecare/Telecare_advice/Newsletter/Telecare_LIN_eNewsletter_July_2010.pdf 

 

Health Solutions Wales: Information & Statistics. New Health Maps Wales version and data release. "The software upgrade provides a much better looking site with a much improved user-experience. A keyword search function has been added and a user management module which enables users to log-in and view analyses that won’t be available to all". http://www.infoandstats.wales.nhs.uk/news.cfm?orgid=869&contentid=16825 

Journal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR): Information-seeking at a caregiving website: A qualitative Aaalysis. This study aimed to "better understand what types of information are sought by those visiting a website focused on elder-care issues and to identify overarching themes that might inform future development of Internet resources related to caregiving and aging". http://www.jmir.org/2010/3/e31/ 

JMIR: Usability Testing of an online self-management program for adolescents with Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis. This study explored the usability (user performance and satisfaction) of a new bilingual (English and French) Internet-based self-management program, Teens Taking Charge: Managing Arthritis Online, for youth with juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) and their parents. http://www.jmir.org/2010/3/e30/
JMIR: Supporting informed decision making for prostate specific antigen (PSA) Testing on the web: An online randomized controlled trial. The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of the Web-based PSA decision aid, Prosdex, on informed decision making. http://www.jmir.org/2010/3/e27/ 

JMIR: A Multidimensional view of personal health systems for underserved populations. “The advent of electronic personal health records (PHR) provides a major opportunity to encourage positive health management practices, such as chronic disease management. Yet, to date there has been little attention toward the use of PHRs where advanced health information services are perhaps most needed, namely, in underserved communities”. http://www.jmir.org/2010/3/e32/  

JMIR: Public Health in an Era of Personal Health Records: Opportunities for Innovation and New Partnerships. “In the near future, citizens will be able to control and manage their own health information through electronic personal health record systems and tools ... The benefits and potential for innovation are broad and speak directly to core public health functions such as health monitoring, outbreak management, empowerment, linking to services, and research”. http://www.jmir.org/2010/3/e33/ 

NHS Institute research and evaluation reports: Evaluation of the Scenario Generator. This report describes an evaluation of the Scenario Generator software, a simulation modelling tool for the NHS developed by the Simul8 Corporation in a PPI partnership with the NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement. It is specifically designed to be used for patient pathway planning. http://www.institute.nhs.uk/research_and_evaluation_reports/reports/evaluation_of_the_scenario_generator.html 

NHS Connecting for Health (NHS CFH): Statement on Summary Care Records 'unsent updates' and the Summary Care Opt out process. An update following the recent media coverage of changes to GP records that have not been sent to the Summary Care Records (SCR) and the role of GPs in the opt-out process for patients.

http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/newsroom/news-stories/unsent 

RCN: RCN e-Health survey. The Royal College of Nursing is currently seeking RCN members' views on eHealth. Tell the RCN how eHealth affects you and your patients, your hopes and concerns for the future and you could win £100 of RCNXtra vouchers. The survey closes 17 September 2010. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/ehealth_survey 

RCN: E-health in Northern Ireland: the voice of nursing. This report highlights the nursing contribution to e-health in Northern Ireland. Nursing practice is rooted in individualised care for the patient, based on establishing a nurse-patient relationship. The challenge for nursing is the ability to balance the fundamental practice of hands on, face to face, care with new methods of technology-assisted nursing practice. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/northern_ireland/rcn_report_on_e-health_in_northern_ireland
WSDAN (Whole Systems Demonstrators Action Network): Sustaining innovation in telehealth and telecare. This paper, the first in a series of WSDAN briefing papers, looks at how telehealth and telecare innovations are being used in health and social care. It considers the range of innovative approaches that have been developed, giving some practical examples. http://hubola.kingsfund.org.uk/document.rm?id=8414
F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques
BMJ: Effect of calcium supplements on risk of myocardial infarction and cardiovascular events: meta-analysis. "Calcium supplements (without coadministered vitamin D) are associated with an increased risk of myocardial infarction.... A reassessment of the role of calcium supplements in the management of osteoporosis is warranted". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/abstract/341/jul29_1/c3691?papetoc 

DH: NICE work programme referrals – July 2010. The topics agreed on by Ministers which are to be referred to the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) work programme. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Medicinespharmacyandindustry/Prescriptions/DH_118463 

Equator (Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency of health Research) Network. Newsletter 3 4August 2010. http://www.equator-network.org/mod_cms/news/newsletter_view.aspx?id=1072 

Implementation Science: Does dissemination extend beyond publication: a survey of a cross section of public funded research in the UK. In the UK, most funding bodies now expect a commitment or effort on the part of grant holders to disseminate the findings of their research with an emphasis on ensuring that it is made available, can be used to support decision making, and ultimately improve the quality and delivery of healthcare. This study aimed to describe the dissemination practices and impacts of applied and public health researchers working across the UK.  http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/61 

Implementation Science: Measuring the context of care in an Australian acute care hospital: a nurse survey. "This study set out to achieve three objectives: to test the application of a context assessment tool in an acute hospital in South Australia; to use the tool to compare context in wards that had undergone an evidence implementation process with control wards; and finally to test for relationships between demographic variables (in particular experience) of nurses being studied (n= 422) with the dimensions of context". http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/60 

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment Programme: Newer agents for blood glucose control in type 2 diabetes: systematic review and economic evaluation. “Although economic analyses are subject to considerable uncertainty, the study supports recent NICE clinical guidelines that NPH should be the preferred first line choice of insulin in type 2 diabetes”. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1743.asp?src=alr 

NHS Quality Improvement Scotland (NHS QIS) Evidence Note 29:  Weight management programmes for adults. This Evidence Note provides a summary of the recent evidence on the clinical and cost-effectiveness of weight management programmes in adults, and how they impact on various comorbid conditions. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=8299 

NHS QIS Evidence note 28: Bariatric surgery in adults. This Evidence Note summarises recent guidelines, systematic reviews, meta-analyses and health technology assessments (HTAs) on the clinical and cost effectiveness of bariatric surgery in adults and how it impacts on various comorbid conditions.

http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=8298 

NIHR HTA Programme: Swine Flu research published in new HTA journal themed issue. The first swine flu themed issue of the Health Technology Assessment journal series has published. This special issue (Vol. 14:34) contains the full results of the first five NIHR funded projects to complete along with one Cochrane review. http://www.hta.ac.uk/news/newsitem230710.shtml?src=b07 

NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre:  Annual Review published. The review highlights key achievements and developments over the year. It recognises the contribution that research funded by the programmes is making to NIHR as a whole to improve the health and wealth of the nation. http://www.netscc.ac.uk/about/annualreview.asp?src=b07 

NIHR HTA Programme: Published research – full listing.

http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/htapubs.asp?src=b07 

NIHR: Jargon Buster.

http://www.rdinfo.org.uk/Jargon.asp 

NICE Clinical guidelines: Delirium: diagnosis, prevention and management (CG103). The advice in the guideline covers the care of adults (18 and over) with, or at risk of, delirium in hospital and in long-term residential care or a nursing home. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG103 

NICE Public Health Guidance: Weight management before, during and after pregnancy (PH27). This guidance is for NHS and other commissioners, managers and professionals who have a direct or indirect role in, and responsibility for: women who are pregnant or who are planning a pregnancy; mothers who have had a baby in the last 2 years. It is particularly aimed at: GPs, obstetricians, midwives, health visitors, dietitians, community pharmacists and all those working in antenatal and postnatal services and children’s centres.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH27 

Vitae: Launch of the Researcher Development Statement (RDS). The statement launched by Vitae, a national organisation “championing the personal, professional and career development of doctoral researchers and research staff in higher education institutions and research institutes”, sets out the knowledge, behaviours and attributes of effective and highly skilled researchers appropriate for a wide range of careers. http://www.vitae.ac.uk/policy-practice/275981/Launch-of-the-Researcher-Development-Statement-RDS.html  

G. Staff focus

British Medical Association (BMA): BMA evidence to the Independent Public Service Pensions Commission. In its submission the BMA points out that the NHS scheme is “financed by employees and employers rather than taxpayers, and in recent years has actually provided a surplus to the Treasury”.  http://www.bma.org.uk/employmentandcontracts/pensions/ipspcevidencejuly2010.jsp 

DH: Fitness to practise adjudication for health professionals: assessing different mechanisms for delivery. A paper for consultation. The Government has been reviewing the progress of the Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator (OHPA) towards implementation, and reassessing the case for creation of a new body to regulate in this area as part of its wider spending review. The consultation closes on 11 October 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_118460 

DH: The Olympic and Paralympics Games July to September 2012. This letter from Clare Chapman, Director General Workforce, outlines and supports the process for volunteers for both medical and non-medical roles for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games. Also available are Q&A guidelines for employers. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117707
General Medical Council: Call for evidence on the role of doctors in child protection. Evidence about doctor’s roles and responsibilities in child protection can be submitted up to 24 September 2010 as the first step in a process for developing new guidance. http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/news_consultation/7487.asp 

Institute for Employment Studies (IES): Flexible nursing: report for NHS professionals. This literature review focuses on flexible resourcing of nursing staff in the National Health Service (NHS) through the three main types of temporary nursing staff; bank nurses, agency nurses and nurses provided through NHS Professionals. It also examines flexible working arrangements for permanent nurses within the NHS. http://www.employment-studies.co.uk/pubs/report.php?id=184nhsp 

Report. http://www.employment-studies.co.uk/pdflibrary/184nhsp.pdf 

National Nursing Research Unit (NNRU) King’s College London: Moving forward with healthcare support workforce regulation. The National Nursing Research Unit has presented the results of its review of evidence around the possible regulation of healthcare support workers to the Nursing and Midwifery Council.
Press release: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/nursing/nnru/news/  

Report: http://www.nmc-uk.org/Documents/Research%20papers/NNRU%20report%20into%20the%20regulation%20of%20HCSWs%20July%202010.PDF
NHS Security Management Service (NHS SMS): Procedures for placing a risk of violence marker on electronic and paper records. New guidance on the use of markers on patients’ care records, which alert NHS staff to the risk of physical violence or aggression, either from the patient or someone associated with them, when they treat certain individuals.

http://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/3137.aspx 

RCN: RCN welcomes new guidance on violence markers.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_welcomes_new_guidance_on_violence_markers 

NICE: First NHS audit of NICE’s workplace guidance. The Royal College of Physicians has announced the first national audit among NHS staff of NICE’s public health guidance for the workplace is to begin later this month. The audit which was recommended by the Boorman Review, will be carried out by the Health and Work Development Unit (HWDU) and will involve all NHS trusts in England .

Royal College of Physicians: Health and work. http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/clinical-standards/health-and-work/Pages/audit.aspx 

NPC: Mixing of medicines e-learning. This provides an additional resource to support the changes in legislation around mixing of medicines. The learning also supports a recent NPC publication on ‘Mixing of medicines’. Both resources can be accessed from this page. http://www.npc.co.uk/policy/mixing/mixing_medicines.htm  

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): Review of pre-registration nursing education Phase Two: Report of consultation findings on proposed new standards for pre-registration nursing education. The consultation which was part of a wider engagement process, asked for feedback on draft standards. Further work is currently being done to finalise the standards for publication in September 2010. 

Report. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Nursing-and-Midwifery-Council-receives-findings-of-research-into-the-regulation-of-healthcare-support-workers/ 

News. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Nursing-and-Midwifery-Council-consultation-report-on-proposed-new-standards-for-pre-registration-nursing-education-/ 

NMC: The NMC commissioned this scoping report from the National nursing Research Unit. This scoping review was commissioned by the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). They assessed the risk presented by an unregulated workforce, considered the development of models of regulation and made recommendations for further work in taking regulation forwards. 

Report. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Documents/Research%20papers/NNRU%20report%20into%20the%20regulation%20of%20HCSWs%20July%202010.PDF 

News. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Nursing-and-Midwifery-Council-receives-findings-of-research-into-the-regulation-of-healthcare-support-workers/
NMC: Nursing and Midwifery Council launches consultation on new Welsh language scheme / Y Cyngor Nyrsio a Bydwreigiaeth yn lansio ymgynghoriad ar gynllun iaith Gymraeg newydd.  The NMC is seeking input from nurses, midwives and members of the public to ensure the scheme is easy to understand and will meet the needs of Welsh speaking people. The consultation on the draft scheme is an online survey and is open until 16 October 2010. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Nursing-and-Midwifery-Council-launches-consultation-on-new-Welsh-language-scheme/ 

RCN: Nothing gold plated about NHS pensions. The RCN has told a public sector pension review that the average pension paid to a woman in the NHS is just under £4,000 a year. Challenging the perception of the ‘gold plated’ public sector pension, the RCN is calling for the government to protect existing NHS pension arrangements.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/nothing_gold_plated_about_nhs_pensions 

RCN: RCN publishes guidance on dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia. The RCN has published new guidance on dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia, available exclusively on the RCN website. The RCN’s new guidance gives practical information on dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia and their potential impact on an individual; for managers, human resources and nursing staff. It also sets out to raise awareness of the legal and professional responsibilities in respect of these conditions.

Dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia: a summary guide for managers.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/333591/003834.pdf 

Dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia: a guide for managers and practitioners.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/333593/003833.pdf 

Dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia: a toolkit for nursing staff. 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/333534/003835.pdf 

RCN Learning Zone: New learning opportunity – Irritable Bowel Syndrome. A new interactive continual professional development resource on irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is now available on the RCN website. The Learning Zone resource uses engaging animations, online tools and links to further learning and useful resources to help RCN members understand and implement the best practice recommendations of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) clinical guideline [You can access this with your RCN membership number].

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/ibs_new_learning_opportunity_available_now 

Scottish Government: A safe prescription: Developing nurse, midwife and allied health profession (NMAHP) prescribing in NHSScotland - Progress Report August 2010. A progress report on non-medical prescribing in Scotland.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/04102348/0 

H. Publications
Audit Commission: Reference costs in the NHS (August 2010).  Reference costs are the average cost to the NHS of providing a defined service in a given financial year. The Commission has submitted two reports on reference costs the aim of which is to assess the use and quality of data and ensure it is fit for purpose. http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/paymentbyresults/Pages/commissioninvestigatescostdatainthenhs.aspx 

DH: Social care Bulletin Issue 14 July 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/DH_118316 

DH: The month Issue 34 July 2010. Monthly update of key messages from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson and the NHS leadership team to share with staff, teams and organisations. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/DH_118265 

DHSSPS: Hospital statistics (August 2010). Statistics on activity at Emergency Care Departments within Northern Ireland during the year ending 31 March 2010.

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-activity_stats-2/hospital_statistics.htm
Human Genetics Commission (HGC): A Common Framework of Principles for direct-to-consumer genetic testing services (August 2010). The framework aims to ensure that the public have confidence in genetic testing kits. It requires companies to follow basic principles of consent, data protection, truth in marketing, scientific rigour and balanced interpretation.

http://www.hgc.gov.uk/UploadDocs/Contents/Documents/HGC%20Principles%20for%20DTC%20genetic%20tests%20-%20final.pdf
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF): Woman, faith and social cohesion (July 2010). Using a participatory approach with women from diverse backgrounds in Bradford, to examine the role of women and faith in building cohesive communities. 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/women-faith-social-cohesion?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Emailmarketingsoftware&utm_content=562135685&utm_campaign=NewJRFpublications30July2010&utm_term=Womenfaithandsocialcohesion 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF): Resilience and the recession in six deprived communities: Preparing for worse to come? Commissioned as part of JRF’s programme on poverty and place this looks at how people living in six economically vulnerable areas have perceived the early stages of the economic downturn.  http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/resilience-and-recession 

NHS Information Centre for health and social care (NHS IC): Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care, outpatient and Accident & Emergency data, April 2010 (August 2010).

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-outpatient-and-accident-and-emergency-data-april-2010 

NHS IC: Prescribing for Diabetes in England: 2004/05 to 2009/10 (August 2010).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/prescribing-for-diabetes-in-england-2004-05-to-2009-10 

Press release: Forty per cent rise in cost and number of drug items prescribed to treat diabetes in England.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/press-office/newsreleases/forty-per-cent-rise-in-cost-and-number-of-drug-items-prescribed-to-treat-diabetes-in-england-nhs-information-centre-report-shows 

NHS IC: Peak in asthma hospital admissions among young children in September, provisional figures show (August 2010). 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/news/peak-in-asthma-hospital-admissions-among-young-children-in-september-provisional-figures-show
Primary Care Commissioning (PCC): Delivering dental access more efficiently (July 2010) This resource pack has been developed to help PCTs further engage with providers and dentists on delivering dental access more effectively. It is designed to be used alongside the Contract Management Handbook. 

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/dap-delivering-dental-access-more-effectively 

Prisons and Probation Ombudsman annual report 2009-2010 (July 2010). The Ombudsman investigates clinical issues relevant to each death in custody. http://www.ppo.gov.uk/docs/14276_301425-PPO-Annual-Report.pdf 

Guardian: Poor food and stress 'responsible for rising number of deaths in UK prisons'. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/aug/08/prison-natural-deaths-inquiry-call 

Welsh Cancer Intelligence & Surveillance Unit: Fact sheets for Health Boards in Wales (August 2010). The factsheets show incidence, mortality and survival statistics for the most common cancers in Wales.  The information is shown for all Wales and the seven Health Boards in Wales for the ten-year period 1999-2008. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=242&pid=23819 

Health in Wales news. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/16854 

I. NICE consultation gateway

Call for experts: The Department of Health has asked NICE to develop and publish new wave of Public Health Guidance. Below is a list of the latest public health guidance topics to be developed by NICE.  The RCN is seeking nurses with knowledge and experience of these topics to participate in this work. Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk if you would like to be involved in this work on behalf of the RCN: 

         Tobacco: Smoking cessation services for people using smokeless tobacco 

         Tobacco: combating markets in illicit products 

         Tobacco: Smoke-free homes, cars and other vehicles 

         Tobacco: Smoking cessation services for people with long-term and chronic conditions 

         Tobacco: Harm reduction approaches to smoking cessation 

         Tobacco: Nicotine replacement products sold by retailers. 

 

Call for experts:  The Department of Health has asked NICE to carry out the following technology appraisals.  The RCN is seeking for nurses with expertise and knowledge of these technologies to participate in this work.  Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk if you would like to be involved in any of these topics on behalf of the RCN:

         Agomelatine within its licensed indication for the treatment of major depressive episodes (MDE) in adults 

         Bendamustine for the treatment of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia

         Cladribine for the treatment of relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis 

         Colistimethate sodium powder and tobramycin powder for inhalation within their licensed indications for the treatment of pseudomonas lung infection in cystic fibrosis 

         Dutasteride for reducing the risk of developing prostate cancer, in men who are considered to be at increased risk of developing the disease 

         Lapatinib and trastuzumab in combination with an aromatase inhibitor for the first-line treatment of metastatic hormone receptor positive breast cancer

         Dabigatran for treatment of atrial fibrillation 

         Dasatinib and nilotinib for imatinib-intolerant chronic myeloid leukaemia    

         fingolimod for the treatment of relapsing/remitting multiple sclerosis 

         Imatinib-resistant, dasatinib and nilotinib for the treatment of chronic myeloid leukaemia (Review of TA70) 

         pirfenidone within its licensed indication for the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis in adults 

         Prucalopride for the treatment of chronic constipation in women      

         quetiapine within its licensed indication for the treatment of generalised anxiety disorder 

         Trastuzumab, as monotherapy and in combination with a taxane, for the treatment of metastatic breast cancer (to include review of TA34)

J. Events
 

RCN Events

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

13 September 2010 Enhancing practice conference. Europa Hotel, Belfast, Northern Ireland.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/enhancing_practice_conference 

14 September 2010 Independent sector conference. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/independent_sector_conference2 

16 September 2010 Parkinson’s disease – an update. RCN Wales, Ty Maeth, Cardiff.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/parkinsons_disease_-_an_update 

 18 September 2010 RCN Travel Health Annual conference and exhibition. Cavendish Conference Centre, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_travel_health_conference_and_exhibition 

22 & 23 September 2010 16th International network for psychiatric nursing research (NPNR) conference. Wadham College, Parks Road, Oxford.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/16th_international_network_for_psychiatric_nursing_research_npnr_conferenc 

23 September 2010 Competence in advanced nursing roles (Healthcare Events). 20 Cavendish Square, London. This event is chaired by Kim Manley RCN Learning and Development Manager. 

http://www.healthcare-events.co.uk/conf/booking.php?action=home&id=523 

 

29 September 2010 RCN Public Health Forum: tuberculosis conference and exhibition. RCN HQ London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_public_health_forum__tuberculosis_conference_and_exhibition 

4 October 2010 Dealing with lack of competence. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/dealing_with_lack_of_competence4 

5 October 2010 Preparing for interview. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/preparing_for_interview4 

8 October 2010 RCN ENT/Maxillofacial Nursing Forum conference and exhibition. RCN HQ, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_entmaxillofacial_nursing_forum_conference_and_exhibition 

8 October 2010 Making sense of the assistant practitioner and apprentice roles. The Met Hotel, King Street, Leeds. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/making_sense_of_the_assistant_practitioner_and_apprentice_roles 

9 October and 6 November 2010 RCN Diabetes Forum Study Day. Diabetes and tablets – choices and dilemmas. Met hotel, Leeds. The two study days are designed to support nurses in developing enhanced knowledge to explain to patients the need for additional treatment and to explore the treatment options available with them and are aimed at primary and secondary care nurses including nurse practitioners, practice nurses, district nurses and nurses working in public health, emergency care and with older people. The programme is not designed for specialist diabetes nurses.

9 October 2010 – Met Hotel, Leeds.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_fourm_study_days 

6 November 2010 – Royal College of Physicians, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_forum_study_day  

18 & 19 October 2010 RCN/SOM joint conference and exhibition on occupational health. Brighton.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcnsom_joint_occupational_health 

22 & 23 October 2010 RCN Emergency Care Association annual conference and exhibition. Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff, Wales.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_emergency_care_association 

28 October 2010 Nurses in management and leadership forum conference – Bridging the gap. RCN HQ, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/nurses_in_management_and_leadership_forum_conference_-_bridging_the_gap 

29 October 2010 RCN Ophthalmic nurses conference and exhibition. RCN HQ, London.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_ophthalmic_nurses_conference_and_exhibition 

29 October 2010 RCN Spirituality Conference. Barcelo Carlton Hotel, Edinburgh.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_spirituality_conference 

If you would like receive this Clinical Governance e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2 

You can find more examples in the e-Bulletin archive at

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates 

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join   

‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care

