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	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre
WEEKLY ELECTRONIC BULLETIN - 20th November 2006


 
	RCN RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING CENTRE

	1. RCN Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre Information Officer. Salary: RCN A1 grade, 21,414GBP - 26,589GBP. Fixed term, until 30th June 2007. Based in RCN R&D Co-ordinating Centre (RCN R&DCC), University of Manchester (alternative location negotiable). To assist the Information Manager in the development of the RCN R&D Co-ordinating Centre's information provision throughout the UK and internationally. You will have lead responsibility for the operational management of the RCN R&DCC website (including the migration of the website into the main RCN site), and the production and dissemination of the RCN R&DCC weekly electronic bulletin. You will have lead responsibility for identifying, developing and maintaining a network of link nurses in the academic and healthcare communities of the 4 countries of the UK. We are looking for a highly motivated self-starter with a degree or equivalent level of knowledge/experience. Knowledge of the MS Office suite is essential, as well as using the internet and email. An awareness of HTTP language and template driven web pages would also be highly useful, although a willingness to embrace new technology is more important. Due to the nature of the job, excellent written and verbal skills are of paramount importance. Finally, knowledge of nursing R&D is necessary. For an informal discussion, please contact Dave O'Carroll, Tel: 0161-237 2171, email: dave.ocarroll@man.ac.uk or Ann McMahon, Tel: 01292-442 633, email: ann.mcmahon@rcn.org.uk. For further details and application form, please visit the website or contact RCN HR Department, Tel: 020-7647 3559, quoting reference number NU0340/06. Applications must be received by 12noon on Thursday 30th November 2006. Interviews will be held in London on Monday 11th December 2006.

	

	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	2. RCN NIRAQ (Northern Ireland Research and Quality) group seminar, "Reform and modernisation and role development for nurses and midwives" on 5th December 2006 in SHSSB HQ, Northern Ireland. For more information see the NIRAQ web pages or contact Brendan McGrath, Chair, RCN NIRAQ, Tel: 028-7134 5171, email: bmcgrath@alt.n-i.nhs.uk

	3. RCN Research Society North West region Christmas debate, "Believing that complementary therapies do anything is like believing in Santa Claus" on 12th December 2006, at the Manchester Museum, Manchester, England. 5pm - 8pm. Attendees: Anyone living or working in the North West region. Speakers: Dr Carl Thompson, University of York, Dr Ann Caress, University of Manchester, Prof Leslie Walker, University of Hull and Prof Michael Baum, emeritus professor, University College London. For more information (including a flyer) see the website or contact Ann Caress, email: ann.caress@manchester.ac.uk

	

	RESEARCH FUNDING

	4. The Stroke Association. Supporting and promoting research into stroke prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and long-term care is an important function of The Stroke Association. 
i) Research Project Grants. Applications are invited for research grants in the field of stroke. The Stroke Association is particularly interested in receiving project applications related to stroke prevention, acute treatment, assessment, ethnic factors, epidemiology, rehabilitation, psychology and young stroke. Grants are limited to a maximum of 60,000GBP per annum for up to three years (up to a maximum of 180,000GBP). The Stroke Association can only fund research conducted in the UK. The next deadline is 9th February 2007.
ii) Allied Health Professional Research Bursaries. Bursaries of 30,000GBP per year for an initial period of up to two years with a possible extension to three years depending on suitable progress. These bursaries will be awarded to UK departments that can demonstrate a track record and current participation in stroke research. The next deadline is 5th January 2007.
iii) Small Grants. To provide funds of 10,000GBP or less for self contained small scale projects or pilot studies that are too small to either attract funds in their own right or form the basis of a project grant application. Applications can be received at any time.

	

	CURRENT RESEARCH COMMISSIONS

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme. The Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme will be a nationally co-ordinated funding stream for regionally commissioned research. The national budget will be 25 million GBP per annum. Individual research projects can last for up to 36 months with a budget of up to 250,000 GBP. The main aim of the RfPB scheme is to support projects in Health Services Research and Public Health. Projects can be either quantitative or qualitative. All researchers across England can apply. The next opportunity to submit proposals is 16th February 2007 with 'registration of intention to submit' required by 5th January 2007.

	6. Joseph Rowntree Foundation Call for Proposals: Residential and nursing care. The aim of this work is to identify the role of residential and nursing care within the future vision of a continuum of support. The call is based on the view that this type of care provision is likely to remain, but that will have a more valuable and distinctive role to play than at present. One main objective therefore is to consider current approaches to residential and nursing care and whether these can be improved. The perspective of service users should be of central importance to the output of the work which should make recommendations around the future role of the residential and care sector in the UK. A budget of up to 70,000GBP is available for this task. Deadline for the receipt of applications is 15th December 2006.

	

	FELLOWSHIPS/STUDENTSHIPS

	7. Queen's University Belfast School of Nursing and Midwifery Research Fellowship 2007. The proposed research must relate to one of the School's two current research clusters. Cluster one relates to Maternal and Child Health whilst cluster two focuses on the Evaluation of Complex Healthcare Interventions. The award will provide support for the applicant's salary costs, tuition fees, research expenses and conference travel. The maximum award available is 130,000GBP over a three-year period. In the first instance, candidates should contact Dr. Fiona Alderdice, email: f.a.alderdice@qub.ac.uk in relation to cluster one and Professor Sam Porter, email: s.porter@qub.ac.uk for cluster two. General enquiries may be addressed to Dr Jackie Parkes, Postgraduate research tutor, email: j.parkes@qub.ac.uk. Deadline for the receipt of applications is 15th December 2006.

	

	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

	8. Different Women Different Places is a study of black and minority ethnic (BME) women working in leadership positions across Europe. Different Women Different Places will document the opinions, strategies, experiences and inspirations of BME women leaders and analyse their stories to celebrate their achievements, dispel stereotypes and offer employers and colleagues an insight into working more effectively with them. We want to hear from as many women as possible to form the survey base. Contact us to nominate yourself, a friend or colleague. The web based survey is live from 25th September 2006 to 31st December 2006. Please contact us (email: info@differentwomen.com) for a text version of the survey or for other arrangements.

	9. Consultation documents <http://www.man.ac.uk/rcn/policy/rcncons.html>. The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents, many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process, an up-to-date list of consultations appears on the Internet for all to see. This list will be updated regularly. Recent consultations (with deadlines in brackets) include:
a) Department of Health, "Direction of travel for urgent care: A discussion document" [5th Jan 07]
b) Which?, "What is it like to be a patient?" [5th Jan 07]
c) Human Tissue Authority, "Code of Practice on the import and export of human bodies and tissue" [12th Jan 07]
d) Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman, "PHSO Draft Principles of Good Administration: Consultation October 2006" [12th Jan 07]
e) Research Councils UK, "RCUK Efficiency and Value for Money of Peer Review Project" [19th Jan 07]
f) Commission of the European Communities, "Consultation regarding Community action on health services" [31st Jan 07]
g) Office of the Chief Medical Officer, "Bearing Good Witness: proposals for reforming the delivery of medical expert evidence in family law cases - A Consultation" [28th Feb 07]

	

	RESEARCH NETWORKS

	10. Focus for Research in Orthopaedics Group (FROG). The website has been updated to reflect the fact that co-ordination of FROG has now been taken over by Lib Jones and Mark Limb. We thank Lynne Newton and Julie Santy for their hard work. The Autumn meeting of FROG will take place on 6th December 2006 in Doncaster, England. If you would like to attend this meeting, please contact Lib Jones, email: Lib.Jones@dbh.nhs.uk

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	11. Knowledge Utilization Colloquia Archive. The purpose of the Knowledge Utilization Colloquium is to move the science of knowledge utilization forward in a focused and strategic way, leading to concrete outputs that extend our conceptual and theoretical development, and ultimately practice in knowledge utilization. The archive website is a record of the various colloquia that have occurred.

	12. PRODIGY Knowledge <http://www.prodigy.nhs.uk/>. Funded by the Department of Health, PRODIGY Knowledge is an up-to-date source of clinical knowledge that can help healthcare professionals, and patients, in managing the common conditions generally seen in primary and first-contact care. This knowledge is available in a variety of formats including full guidance, quick reference guides, and patient information leaflets that cover acute and chronic illnesses, and disease prevention. Around 200 topics are covered. New and updated guidance includes:
i) Antiplatelet treatment 
ii) Cardiovascular risk - assessment and management 
iii) Diabetes Type 1 and 2 - foot disease 
iv) Diabetes Type 1 and 2 - hypertension 
v) Diabetes Type 1 and 2 - retinopathy 
vi) Diabetes Type 1 and 2 - screening/managing renal disease 
vii) Immunizations - influenza 
viii) Influenza 
ix) Lipids management

	13. Foundation of Nursing Studies (FoNS) Project reports. Reflecting FoNS' ongoing commitment to supporting the development of nursing and healthcare practice, the following are the most recent reports published:
i) Dissemination Series Report on the "Being with Patients" Project
ii) Healthy Ageing Programme - Activity & Culture Project Final Report
iii) Thrombosis Prevention Programme - A Final Project Report

	14. SIGN (Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network) <http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/published/index.html>  Our objective is to improve the quality of health care for patients in Scotland by reducing variation in practice and outcome, through the development and dissemination of national clinical guidelines containing recommendations for effective practice based on current evidence. The following are new since the last update (Nov 06):
i) Guideline 86 Management of patients with dementia. 
ii) Guideline 87 Management of oesophageal and gastric cancer. 
iii) Guideline 88 Management of suspected bacterial urinary tract infection in adults 
iv) Guideline 89 Diagnosis and management of peripheral arterial disease. 
v) Guideline 90 Diagnosis and management of head and neck cancer  

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - SUBSCRIPTION BASED)

	15. Reynolds, S.J. (2006), "Preparing to undertake research in the NHS: the novice's guide." Nursing Standard. 21, 7, 40-44. RCN members can access the full text articles of Nursing Standard via the RCN Library & Information Services: <http://www.rcn.org.uk/library/>.

	16. Royal College of Nursing Library & Information Services e-library < http://www.rcn.org.uk/members/library/elibrary.php>. RCN members can now access a growing body of e-journals and e-books. There are currently 14 e-journals and 189 e-books (as of 13th November 2006). The following is a list of the journals, and a selection of e-books of particular relevance to nurse researchers.
e-Journals
i) American Journal of Nursing; ii) Cancer Nursing; iii) Child: care health and development; iv) International Journal of Nursing Practice; v) International Journal of Older People Nursing; vi) International Nursing Review; vii) Journal of Advanced Nursing; viii) Journal of Clinical Nursing; ix) Journal of Nursing Management; x) Journal of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing; xi) Nurse Practitioner; xii) Nurse Researcher; xiii) Nursing Management; xiv) Nursing Standard. 
e-Books 
i) Cleverly, D. (2003), Implementing Inquiry-based Learning in Nursing 
ii) Cook, A. et al (2004), Basic Skills in Statistics: A Guide for Healthcare Professionals
iii) Cox, C.L. & Reyes-Hughes, A. (2001), Clinical Effectiveness in Practice
iv) Crosby, R.A., et al (2006), Research Methods in Health Promotion
v) Dawson, J. et al (2001), Clinical Effectiveness in Nursing Practice; 
vi) Denzin, N.K., & Lincoln, Y.S. (1998), The Landscape of Qualitative Research: Theories and Issues
vii) Etherington, K. (2004), Becoming a Reflexive Researcher: Using Our Selves in Research;
viii) Finlay, L., & Ballinger, C. (2006), Qualitative Research for Allied Health Professionals: Challenging Choices  
ix) Gillis, A. & Jackson, W. (2002), Research for Nurses: Methods and Interpretation;
x) Gray, JA Muir (2001), Evidence-based Healthcare
xi) Greenhalgh, T. (2001), How to Read a Paper: The Basics of Evidence Based Medicine; 
xii) Hall, G.M. (2003), How to Write a Paper; 
xiii) Hignett, S (2003), Evidence-based Patient Handling: Tasks, Equipment, and Interventions  
xiv) Ireland, L. & Glasper, EA (2000), Evidence-based Child Health Care : Challenges for Practice
xv) Johns, C. & Freshwater, D. (2005), Transforming Nursing through Reflective Practice 2nd Ed.
xvi) McGill, I. & Brockbank, A. (2004), The Action Learning Handbook : Powerful Techniques for Education, Professional Development and Training
xvii) McNeill, P. & Chapman, S. (2005), Research Methods 3rd Ed.
xviii) Rafferty, A-M., & Traynor, M. (2002), Exemplary Research for Nursing and Midwifery;
xix) Silagy, C. & Haines, A. (2001), Evidence-Based Practice in Primary Care
xx) Sheppard, M. (2004), Appraising and Using Social Research in the Human Services : An Introduction for Social Work and Health Professionals
xxi) Tramer, MR (2003), Evidence Based Resource in Anaesthesia and Analgesia
xxii) Winter, R., & Munn-Giddings, C. (2002), A Handbook for Action Research in Health and Social Care

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	17. University of Central Lancashire international, interdisciplinary conference, "Nutrition and Nurture in Infancy and Childhood: Bio-Cultural Perspectives" from 25th - 27th June 2007 in Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria, England. For more information see the website or contact Liz Kelly, Tel: +44 (0)1772-893 809, email: ejkelly@uclan.ac.uk Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 30th November 2006.

	18. 7th annual Cardiovascular Nursing Spring meeting, "Changing practice to improve care" from 23rd - 24th March 2007 in Manchester, England. For more information see the website or contact Secretariat, Tel: +44 (0)161-427 7057, email: cardiology@conferencesearch.co.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 1st December 2006.

	19. Third International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, "Qualitative Inquiry and the Politics of Evidence" from 2nd - 5th May 2007 at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA. For more information see the website or contact Secretariat, email: info@qi2007.org. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 1st December 2006.

	

	EVENTS

	20. Kings College London School of Nursing and Midwifery Dean's Lecture Series 2006/7. Meetings will take place from 5pm - 6.30pm in the Franklin Wilkins Building, Stamford Street, London. For more information see the website or contact Debbie McCarthy, Tel: 020 7848 3563, email: debbie.mc_carthy@kcl.ac.uk 
4th Dec 06, "Collaborative practice - appraising value in advanced practice roles", Professor Sarah Kagan, Professor of Gerontological Nursing, University of Pennsylvania, USA.

	21. University Hospitals of South Manchester NHS Foundation Trust half-day study/master class, "Research Skills", on 12th January 2007 in Manchester, England. Cost is free. Topics will include: *Leading a research discussion; *Statistics for the non-statistician. For more information please contact Julia Collins, email: Julia.collins@smtr.nhs.uk. 

	22. 3rd annual World Health Care Congress Europe 2007 from 26th - 28th March 2007 in Barcelona, Spain. Organised under the high patronage of the European Commission, the World Health Care Congress - Europe is a forum for ministers, leading government officials, hospital directors, heath care industry suppliers and corporate decision-makers network to share best practices and successful initiatives for improved delivery and outcomes in Europe. The 3rd annual event will reconvene over 500 executives from key organisations advancing health care in Europe including providers, payers, suppliers, pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers, IT innovators, policy-makers and health officials. For further information see the website or contact Mr. Pascal Lardier, Director, International Conferences, World Congress, Tel: +33 (0) 6 09 30 87 51, email: pascal.lardier@worldcongress.com. 
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