	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre Weekly E-Bulletin

17 November 2008


	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. Online research panel

RCN Publishing and leading online research company Opinion Health would like to invite all registered nurses to join an online research panel and earn money for sharing their views. The research will be around healthcare issues and we need your input to help understand nurses views on the topics that matter. Your feedback will help to shape the future of nursing in general and in specific therapy areas.

Website: http://opinionhealth.co.uk/signup/77bf43 


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN Research Society West Midlands region

1 December 2008, 6-7pm OR 3 December 2008, 12.30 - 13.30pm. Both meetings in: Rm 223, Learning Centre/Primary Care, University of Birmingham.

Research - your passion? Your dread? Never meets your workplace needs? Our dream is to empower nurses in the workplace to conduct their own research.  The West Midlands' regional branch of the RCN Research Society is for you.

The group's activities will be driven by members' needs providing an opportunity to link up with and share research ideas with others, and gain confidence to carry out your own research.  It's a chance for novice researchers to get support in research design, applying for funding and accessing research participants.  Plus, it's a place for you to share your research findings in a safe environment and to develop your presentation skills. We want to dispel the image of research as an activity confined to ivory towers, clinical trials and laboratories so that local nurses in clinical practice see research as something that they can initiate themselves.

Can't make the December meetings but still interested?  Then we really want to hear from you.  Tell us what you want from the group and your suggestions regarding location and time.  Look out for our next email.

Contact Details: Rachel Adams
Email: wmresearchsociety@hotmail.co.uk

Webpage:  http://www.rcn.org.uk/aboutus/england/westmidlands 


	Research Funding

	3. Research Funding

We are now working alongside RDInfo, part of the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), to bring you funding opportunities of relevance to the nursing and midwifery community. Whether you are looking for small or large amounts, to fund PhD's, or attendance at a local conference, the reality is there will always be more requests than funding available. Anecdotal evidence suggests that only 1 in 7 bids for funding is successful; whilst not intended to be disheartening, it is sensible to be pragmatic when applying for funding, and to follow the principle of "if at first you don't succeed, try, try again". The following funding opportunities have deadlines in December 2008:

i) Association for Perioperative Practice (incorporating NATN) 
- 3M AfPP Academy Award Programme (Closing date: 12 Dec 2008)
ii) Queen's Nursing Institute Scotland (QNIS)
- Projects (Closing date: 31 Dec 2008)
iii) Royal College of Nursing
- Wyeth Awards (For nurses undertaking a course or attending a conference or study day in sexual health or the menopause) (Closing date: 31 Dec 2008)
- Congress funds (Closing date: 31 Dec 2008)

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/research/funding


	Current Research Commissions

	4. Department of Health (DH) Policy Research Programme (PRP): Evaluation of Healthy Community Challenge Fund

The DH PRP invites proposals for the evaluation of the Healthy Community Challenge Fund, which is a key policy with the Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives strategy published in January 2008. Applications are invited for an evaluation of the early stages of the initiative, specifically to: 

* Explore the implementation of the initiative at local level
* Post-Doctoral Fellowship (NIHR-PDF)
* Scope possibilities for further studies to assess impact of the interventions put in place

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

The closing date for full proposals is 23 January 2009

	5. Lifelong Health and Wellbeing Phase 2

Lifelong Health and Wellbeing (LLHW) is a major cross-council initiative supporting multi-disciplinary research addressing factors across the life course that influences healthy ageing and wellbeing in later life. The MRC is administering and managing the call on behalf on the LLHW funding partners, which includes the Department of Health and National Institute for Health Reasearch. Proposals are welcome in the following research priority areas: 

* Mental capital, mental health and wellbeing
* Markers for the ageing process
* Interactions between determinants of healthy ageing
* Interventions that promote healthy ageing and independence in later life

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

The closing date for applications is 12 February 2009


	Fellowships/Studentships

	6. Strategic PhD Studentships 2009/10, School of Nursing, Midwifery & Social Work, University of Manchester

The School of Nursing, Midwifery & Social Work invites applications for these 6 PhD studentships commencing in October 2009. Funding will provide full support for the UK/EU tuition fee and a tax-free annual stipend of 13,290GBP.

i) Improving care and outcomes for patients with cystic fibrosis related diabetes: developing online self-management support 
ii) Concordant relationships between patients with hypertension and health care professionals: myth or reality
iii) Developing a public health information intervention to support early diagnosis of lung cancer 
iv) Patient and family carers' constructions of quality supportive and palliative home care 
v) The exploration of the heath needs of younger individuals with osteoarthritis: A qualitative study 
vi) Conceptualising quality of life for people with OCD and their carers

Website: http://www.mhs.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/funding/facultystudentships/

Deadline for receipt of applications: 28 November 2008


	Research Policy/Strategy

	7. Monitoring Financial Flows for Health Research 2008. Prioritizing research for health equity

Data on investments in research and development (R&D) for health are indicators of current research priorities, trends, overlaps and gaps. The Global Forum for Health Research is the only organization that regularly tracks and reports on the world's R&D investments for health. In this 2008 edition, it provides new estimates of the investments in R&D for health globally and by sectors of performance and sources of funds.

Website: http://www.globalforumhealth.org/filesupld/MFF08/MonitoringFinancialFlows2008.pdf (PDF, 2.31MB)


	Research in Progress

	8. Chief Scientist Office (CSO), Scotland, research grants awarded

The Chief Scientist Office (CSO), part of the Scottish Government Health Directorates, supports and promotes high quality research aimed at improving the services offered by NHS Scotland, and the health of the people of Scotland. Further details of the projects listed below can be found on the National Research Register <www.nrr.nhs.uk>

Biomedical and Therapeutic Research Committee

(CZB/4/600) Assessing the potential clinical application of FGD-PET/CT to the management of breast cancer, in particular, staging the axillary lymph nodes. A multicentre study
(CZB/4/657) Ex vivo expanded corneal limbal stem cell transplantation: from laboratory to clinical application
(CZB/4/638) Investigations of the effect of cigarette smoke on innate immunity and intestinal gene expression in inflammatory bowel disease
(CZB/4/674) Response to oral agents in diabetes (ROAD) - pilot study
(CZB/4/604) Respiratory complications following thoracic resection for lung cancer - early prediction using markers of innate immunity
(CZB/4/672) The Edinburgh heart disease prevention study: common candidate genotypes and conventional risk factors as predictors of 20-year risk of atherosclerotic vascular disease in Scottish men
(CZB/4/605) New anti-infectives for the control of antibiotic-resistant human pathogens

Health Services Research Committee

(CZH/4/485) The comprehensive assessment of psychopathic personality disorder: the development of a new measure of psychopathy and an assessment of its cross-cultural generalisability
(CZH/4/518) Cross sectional survey of the individual, social and environmental determinants of physical activity participation in older people
(CZH/4/497) Perceptions of future fertility among people of reproductive age with cancer, and their professional carers
(CZH/4/457) The feasibility of a pedometer-based walking programme in combination with a physical activity consultation in Scottish adults aged 65 years and over in a primary care setting
(CZH/4/256) An investigation of the prevalence of chronic peridontitis and other oral complications in non-smoking patients with type 1 diabetes mellitus

HSRC small grants

None

Primary Care Research Career Award

Dr Hilary Pinnock (PCRCA/08/01) Primary care management of people with long-term respiratory disease

Clinical Academic Training Fellowships

None

CSO Website: <http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/cso/>


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	9. Foundation of Nursing Studies (FoNS) Project reports.

Reflecting FoNS' ongoing commitment to supporting the development of nursing and healthcare practice, occasional reports are published. The following are the most recent:

i) Practice Development Programme Evaluation: Privacy and Dignity in Care (Sep 08)
ii) Exploring Ethically Sensitive Decision-Making in Acute Hospital Care: Using Hand-Control Mittens in Adult Patients Jul 08)
iii) An Expressive Art Group for those Affected by Cancer at the FORCE Cancer Support Centre, Exeter (Jul 08)
iv) The Kettering Infection Predictor Tool (Jul 08)
v) Kettering Infection Predictor Tool Final Report (Jul 08)
vi) Improving Inpatient Care: The Therapeutic Engagement of Nurses on Acute Mental Health Wards (Jul 08)
vii) Developing a Community Link Nurse Role for Parkinson's Disease (Jun 08)
viii) Laryngectomy Awareness Project (Jun 08)

Website: http://fons.org/ns_projects.asp

	10. NHS National Centre for Involvement

As part of our mission to identify and disseminate evidence on Patient and Public Involvement in relation to service evaluation and development, we aim to produce a quarterly newsletter, Evidence Based Digest. This contains the latest national policy news, research developments and updates on the work of the Centre. 

September 2008 Evidence Based Digest - Volume 2 issue 3 - highlights include:

i) Focus on...Consultation on the NHS Constitution
ii) Read about the nine principles of deliberative public engagement from "Involve"
iii) PCT Survey 2008 results published
iv) Policy News: End of Life Care strategy; New check-ups for doctors proposed - Patients given key role in registration; Information prescriptions implementation
v) Commissioning News: Vision for primary and community care published Focus on health outcomes for patients; PCT Portal - a resource for commissioners
vi) Guidance: Ambitions for Health; Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs); Draft NHS Constitution to be debated in all regions; Code of Conduct for LINks' visits; Information accreditation scheme; Improving local accountability; Excellence and fairness: achieving world class public services

Website: http://www.nhscentreforinvolvement.nhs.uk/index.cfm?Content=150

	11. Clinical Knowledge Summaries (CKS) Work programme PRODIGY guidance latest changes to clinical topics

CKS provide a source of clinical knowledge for the NHS about the common conditions managed in primary and first contact care. The knowledge is practical and reliable and helps healthcare professionals confidently make evidence-based decisions about the healthcare of their patients and provides the know-how to safely put these decisions into action.

PRODIGY guidance on the following topics have been reviewed and converted into the CKS Topic Review structure.

October 2008
- Breast pain - cyclical
- Hiccups
- Leg cramps
- Molluscum contagiosum
- Obsessive-compulsive disorder
- Shoulder pain
- Trigeminal neuralgia
- Varicocele

CKS podcasts

To enhance the service the first in a series of CKS audio podcasts on 'hot' clinical issues have been developed and are available from the KnowledgePlus section of the CKS website or through iTunes at the following location: podcasts / Science and Medicine / NHS Healthcast.  There are nine new podcasts available in the KnowledgePlus section of the CKS website:

- Anaphylaxis (2)
- Breast cancer
- Missed contraceptive pills
- Overview of CKS
- Red eye (2)
- Reducing antibiotic prescribing
- Smoking cessation

Website: http://www.cks.library.nhs.uk/home 


	Completed Research & Development - Subscription Based

	12. Australian Resource Centre for Healthcare Innovations (ARCHI)

The Australian Resource Centre for Healthcare Innovations (ARCHI) is an information service for health professionals. It promotes the dissemination of resources related to innovative health care delivery both in hospitals and across the community. It also provides access to a network of health professionals. This is achieved through the web site, an enquiry service, seminars, a newsletter and discussion groups. These services are provided to save time and to help our clients avoid 'reinventing' the wheel.

News from the last few issues of the e-bulletin ARCHI Net News includes:

ARCHI Net News October 2008
- Solutions: Improving the Patient & Carer Experience 
- Surgical Acute Rapid Assessment (SARA) Model of Care 
- Chronic Disease Self-Management Support Model of Care 
- Integrated Aged & Chronic Care Expo

ARCHI Net News September 2008
- Nurse Supervised Exercise Stress Tests 
- ACT Health Interprofessional Learning Project 
- Medical Assessment Unit (MAU) Physician & Nursing Lead Forum 
- HOPE - Better Healthcare for Older People Earlier - Program Latest Updates

Website: http://www.archi.net.au/our_services/nn/2008


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	13. 4th International Conference on Community Health Nursing Research (ICCHNR), "Health in Transition - Researching for the Future"

16 - 20 August 2009, Adelaide, Australia

Many topics will be discussed such as health and illness across the lifespan, the impact of cultural and socioeconomic forces on health, management and funding models, research methodologies and translation of research into practice.

Website: http://www.healthintransition2009.org.au/ 

Closing date for abstracts: 31 December 2008

	14. European Health Management Association (EHMA) 2009 conference, "Success in a Changing Market: Innovation, Funding, Communication"

24 - 26 June 2009, Innsbruck, Austria

Contact: EHMA
Email: ehma@ovation.ie

Website: www.ehma.org

Closing date for abstracts: 9 January 2009

	15. 2009 Health Services Research Network and NIHR SDO Programme joint annual conference, "Delivering better health services"

3 - 4 June 2009, Birmingham, England

There is a 250GBP prize for best presentation, a 150GBP prize for best poster display, and authors will also have the opportunity to be published in a special supplement of the Journal of Health Services Research and Policy. For details on the conference programme, prizes and how to submit an abstract, visit our website.

Contact: Stephan Groombridge
Tel: 020 7074 3228
Email: Stephan.Groombridge@nhsconfed.org
Website: http://www.nhsconfed.org/specialist/specialist-4432.cfm 

Closing date for abstract submissions: 14 January 2009


	Events

	16. University of Glasgow Nursing & Health Care and Health QWest First Professoriate & Readership Seminar Series 2008-09

27 November 2008, Glasgow, Scotland. 

Policy, Research and Grant Funding. A two-part seminar: discussion and debate

Chair: Jim Woodburn, HQW Professor of Rehabilitation Studies

i) The policy research interface: does it matter in a practice based discipline? Speaker: Dr Ann McMahon, Research and Development Adviser, Royal College of Nursing

ii) Careers in translational research - issues and challenges faced by nursing and allied health care professions. Speaker: Professor Jackie Oldham, Director, UK Clinical Research Facility Network, MIMIT

Contact and RSVP: Sheena Dobbie or Professor Lorraine N Smith
Email: Sheena.Dobbie@gcal.ac.uk or l.n.smith@clinmed.gla.ac.uk

	17. RCN Forensic Nursing Forum and Women's Mental Health Group joint conference, "People at risk: the challenges and opportunities for mental health services throughout the UK"

22 January 2009, RCN HQ, London, England

Contact: Suzanne Sinclair, RCN Conference and Events Organiser
Tel: 020 7647 3577
Email: Suzanne.sinclair@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/events/forthcoming_events 

	18. British Paediatric Surveillance Unit 6th scientific conference

3 March 2009, London, England

We have put together a programme that reviews the contribution the BPSU has made to the understanding and control of uncommon childhood conditions, its impact on public health policy and its development of partnerships.

Website: http://bpsu.inopsu.com/home/2009_conference.htm 

	19. RCN Rehabilitation and Intermediate Care Nursing Forum Conference, "Trans-cultural rehabilitation: an inter-professional conference exploring culture and diversity in rehabilitation"

27 - 28 February 2009, RCN HQ, London, England

Contact: Mirka Ferdosian, Conference and Events Organiser
Tel: 0207 647 3583
Email: rehabilitation@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/events/forthcoming_events

	20. The 2nd RCN Annual Prescribing and Medicines Conference, "Pharmacology in practice"

9 March 2009, RCN HQ, London, England

Contact: Kathryn Clark, Assistant Conference and Events Manager
Tel: 0207 647 3585
Email: kathryn.clark@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/events/forthcoming_events


