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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. Louise Pope has now finished her secondment with the RCN Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre, and returns to her substantive position in the RCN Communications Department. The maintenance of the weekly electronic bulletin and web site reverts back to myself. In the 9 months that Louise has been working with us, the entire website has been migrated, not once, but twice, and Louise has done a fantastic job in project managing this process. At the same time, Louise has shaken up the weekly electronic bulletin, making it more appealing visually, but most importantly, making it clearer to understand. On behalf of Ann McMahon, Jenifer Caveney and myself, I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Louise for her time with us. Personally, I am extremely indebted to Louise's hard work, and I only hope I can measure up to her standards! Kind regards, Dave


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN Research Society Northern Region group meetings 2007

Meeting room, Clinical Research Facility, Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne

7 November 2007, 10.00 - 12.00pm
10 December 2007, 3.00 - 5.00pm, followed by Xmas meal in Newcastle

Contact: Dr Debbie Carrick-Sen or Jane Eastland
Email: debbie.carrick-sen@ncl.ac.uk or Jane.Eastland@northumbria-healthcare.nhs.uk

Website: http://www2.rcn.org.uk/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/ 


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. University of Edinburgh, School of Health in Social Science: Nursing Studies Research Assistants x2
Salary: 23,002 - 30,012GBP, 6/8 months part-time. Job Vacancy numbers: 3008123/3008124. Posts may be available for secondment from NHS.

A highly competent, independent, self-motivated individual with some research experience is required to undertake data collection and analyses utilizing primarily qualitative methodologies.

Contact: May McCreaddie, Research Associate, Nursing Studies
Tel: 0141 651 3921
Email: May.McCreaddie@ed.ac.uk

Website: http://www.jobs.ed.ac.uk 

Closing date for applications: 9 November 2007

	4. Velindre NHS Trust Wales Cancer Trials Network Research Network Managers (North Wales Regional Network and South West Wales Regional Network)

Agenda for Change Band 8A 35,232 - 42,278GBP pro rata (provisional and subject to review). Fixed Term until August 2009 30 hours per week

Contact (South West Wales): Kathy Malinovszky, Research Network Manager, CRC Cymru
Tel: 01792 285200 

Contact (North Wales): Jayne Jones, Research Network Manager, CRC Cymru
Tel: 01745 445211

Website: www.jobs.nhs.uk Ref. VCC372 (South West Wales), VCC373 (North Wales)

Closing date 16 November 2007


	Current Research Commissions

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Policy Research Programme (PRP) health reform evaluation programme research on PCT and practice based commissioning

The Department of Health is seeking proposals for research on PCT and Practice Based Commissioning as part of our ongoing health reform evaluation programme to support the implementation and development of health policy.

Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/callsproposals/prp/default.cfm 

Deadline for receipt of registration of intention: 12 November 2007

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Policy Research Programme (PRP) invitation to tender: investigation of the scale, costs and causes of waste medicines
The Department of Health now wishes to commission new research into the scale, costs and causes of waste medicines, to inform policy development for influencing both health professionals and members of the public to reduce the amount of unwanted medicines and provide value for money for the NHS drugs bill.

Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/callsproposals/prp/default.cfm 

Deadline for receipt of registration of intention: 12 November 2007

	7. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Policy Research Programme (PRP) invitation to tender: national evaluation of the expert carers' programme
The Department of Health invites full proposals to undertake an action research study to evaluate the Expert Carers' Programme which will be launched in 2008.

Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/callsproposals/prp/default.cfm 

Deadline for receipt of full proposals: 15 November 2007


	Fellowships/Studentships

	8. The New Dynamics of Ageing (ESRC funded research programme), Keele University: 3 full-time PhD studentships.

Applications are welcome from candidates from a range of disciplinary backgrounds to work on the project 'Promoting Independence and Social Engagement among Older People in Disadvantaged Communities'.~

Contact: Professor Michael Murray
Email: m.murray@keele.ac.uk

Website: http://www.jobs.ac.uk/clients/79. 

The closing date for applications is 19th November 2007.


	Consultations Documents

	9. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) consultations

NICE expects to consult on the following documents between 24 October and 27 November:

Scopes: 
i) Lower urinary tract symptoms in men/BPH (04/09/07 - 29/10/07)
ii) Meningitis (16/10/07 - 12/11/07)
iii) Needle exchange (26/10/07 - 23/11/07)

Consultations:
i) Surgical Management of OME (24/10/07 - 21/11/07)
ii) Anaemia (cancer-treatment induced) - epoetin (alfa and beta) and darbepoetin (26/10/07 - 15/11/07)
iii) Rheumatoid arthritis - abatacept (26/10/07 - (9/11/07)
iv) Diabetes - insulin pump therapy (2/11/07 - 23/11/07)
v) Prophylaxis for Infective Endocarditis (8/11/07 - 6/12/07)
vi) Mental wellbeing of children in primary education (15/11/07 - 13/12/07)
vii) Allogenic pancreatic islet cell transplantation for type 1 diabetes mellitus (20/11/07 - 18/12/07)
viii) Intraoperative nerve monitoring during thyroid surgery (20/11/07 - 18/12/07)
ix) Suburethral sling insertion for stress urinary incontinence in men (20/11/07 - 18/12/07)
x) Sleep apnoea hypopnea syndrome (obstructive) - continuous positive airway pressure (23/11/07 - 7/12/07)
xi) Inadvertent perioperative hypothermia (25/10/07 - 20/12/07)
xii) Antenatal care (partial update) (04/09/07 - 29/10/07)
xiii) Diabetes in pregnancy (04/09/07 - 29/10/07)
xiv) Antenatal care assessment tool (09/10/07 - 03/12/07)

Other guidance development milestones between 24 October and 27 November:

Stakeholder meetings: 
i) Needle exchange (9/11/07) 

Final scopes: 
i) Depression update – Primary and Secondary care (November 2007)
ii) Depression update – Chronic Health Problems (November 2007)
iii) Lower urinary tract in men / BPH (November 2007)
iv) PSHE (12/11/07) 
v) Growth failure (in children) human growth hormone (27 /11/07)

Appeals to be heard: 
i) Mesothelioma – pemetrexed disodium (23/11/07)

Consultation on synopsis of evidence: 
i) Smoking and Children (23/11/07 - 21/12/07)

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=460745 


	Research in Progress

	10. Nurses and Midwives e-cohort

Led by Cathy Turner, Associate Professor, University of Queensland, nurses and midwives e-cohort is a longitudinal population-based study which is funded by the Australian Research Council and a range of industry partners. The purpose of the study is to examine factors associated with both workforce and health outcomes in a cohort of nurses and midwives within Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. During 2006-2007 all nurses and midwives in Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom are being invited to participate in this longitudinal study. In addition, all undergraduate university pre-registration nursing students from Queensland and South Australia will be invited to participate. It is anticipated that the study will provide important information to inform education and workforce policy for the nursing and midwifery professions. Study outcomes will also focus on factors influencing the physical and mental health of nurses and midwives. Please join us and contribute to the information we need to maintain a happy and healthy nursing and midwifery workforce!

Website: http://nurses.e-cohort.net/ 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	11. National Forensic Mental Health R&D Programme latest Expert Papers

The National Forensic Mental Health R&D Programme funds research which supports the provision of mental health services for people with mental disorders who are offenders or at risk of offending. Expert Papers were written to provide an overview of ongoing and completed research in addition to proposing a future programme of research. The most recent Expert Papers included:

- Antisocial Personality Disorder: Children and Adolescents
- Antisocial Personality Disorder: Children and Adolescents (2007 version)
- Dual Diagnosis of Mental Disorder and Substance Misuse
- Dual Diagnosis of Mental Disorder and Substance Misuse (2007 version)
- Prison Healthcare
- Social Division and Difference: Black and Ethnic Minorities
- Social Division and Difference: Black and Ethnic Minorities (2007 version)
- Sex Offender Research
- Sex Offender Research (2007 version)
- Social Division and Difference: Women
- Social Division and Difference: Women (2007 version)
- Mental Illness and Serious Harm to Others
- Mental Illness and Serious Harm to Others (2007 version)
- Personality Disorder
- Neurobiological approaches to Disorders of Personality
- User Involvement in Forensic Mental Health Research and Development

Website: http://www.nfmhp.org.uk/expertpaper.htm 

	12. Chief Scientist Office (CSO), Scotland, recently accepted final reports for research 

The Chief Scientist Office (CSO), part of the Scottish Executive Health Directorates, supports and promotes high quality research aimed at improving the services offered by NHS Scotland, and the health of the people of Scotland. Executive summaries of the projects listed below can be found on the CSO website under "publications":

Biomedical and Therapeutic Research Committee

(CZB/4/128) Overcoming immune tolerance to tumour antigen in colorectal cancer patients
(CZG/1/146) Disability in the community: the role of chronic pain and illness related cognitions
(CZB/4/125) An analysis of the molecular and biochemical defects in insulin action that correlate with the development of obesity-induced insulin resistance
(CZG/1/116) Practical streamlined and optimal use of imaging in acute stroke
(CZB/4/79) Investigating the genetic basis of age-related maculopathy
(CZB/4/248) The importance of cell cycle control and DNA repair gene polymorphisms in genetic predisposition to melanoma
(CZG/1/109) Optimisation of an in-vitro model to investigate the human fetal testis
(CZB/4/94) Association of mutations in the human homlog of the muty gene with early onset colorectal cancer

Health Services Research Committee

(CZG/2/198) Genetic epidemiology of epilepsy and fetal anticonvulsant syndrome in Scotland
(CZG/2/236) Effect of exercise on cognitive function in children: a pilot study
(CZG/2/240) Air pollution and risk of pre-hospital cardiopulmonary arrest
(CZG/2/205) Retrospective cohort study of the association between pre- and peri-natal factors and special educational needs
(CZG/2/256) Scoping a homelessness and drug/alcohol cohort dataset from routine information
(CZH/4/198) An exploratory study of antidepressant prescribing in Scotland
(CZG/2/245) How do telephone consultations differ from face to face consultations in content and quality? a pilot comparative study using tape recorded consultations
(CZH/4/152) An exploration of reasons for low physical activity levels among children with moderate to severer asthma: informing the development of new interventions –(graded excellent)
(CZH/4/88) A patient blind multicentred randomised controlled trial to investigate the effectiveness of methylprednisolone injections in the treatment of Morton's neuroma
(CZH/4/293) The changing influences of fetal gender and maternal social deprivation on three singleton pregnancy outcomes in Scotland 1981-2001 (graded excellent)
(CZG/2/217) A pilot study to establish the feasibility of parental targeted video recording for studies of social communication in early childhood
(CZH/4/242) Developing services to meet the end of life care needs of South Asian Sikh and Muslim patients and their families in Scotland
(CZH/4/197) A follow-up study of the quality of life of adults with intellectual disabilities discharged from a long stay learning disabilities hospital
(CZH/4/205) How can we improved the diet of young children living in areas of high deprivation
(CZG/2/227) The effect of biocide usage on clinical MRSA
(CZH/4/17) A randomised controlled trial of clomiphene citrate versus intra-uterine insemination for the management of unexplained infertility
(CZH/4/37) Patients frequently referred from primary to secondary care for medically unexplained symptoms

Website: < http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/cso/ > 

	13. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance – October 2007

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales in October 2007:

Clinical guidelines
i) None

Technology appraisals
i) Bortezomib monotherapy for relapsed multilple myeloma
ii)  Rheumatoid arthritis - adalimumb, etanercept and infliximab (first use of TNF inhibitors)

Public health
i) Behaviour change

Interventional procedures
i) Laparoscopic uterine nerve ablation (LUNA) for chronic pelvic pain
ii) Endovascular stent insertion for intracranial atherosclerotic disease
iii) Intravesical microwave hyperthermia with intravesical chemotherapy for superficial bladder cancer
 
 
Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/date 


	Completed Research & Development - Subscription Based

	14. Bandolier 

Bandolier use evidence-based medicine techniques to provide advice about particular treatments or diseases for healthcare professionals and consumers. Their website includes internet versions of backdated issues of their journals as well as sections on: Knowledge Library (numerous resource centres, where quality evidence on specific health topics are gathered for easy access), Extended Essays (internet essays on specific topics), Healthy Living Zone, Evidence Based Medicine (EBM) Glossary and Oxford Pain site.

New articles on Bandolier website September 2007

This month Bandolier has updated a number of acute pain reviews, and has a new acute pain league table and figure. A long-term aim is to provide NNTs for all acute pain medicines – but readers will know that takes time. So, as always, it will be as resources allow.

Some updated information in the area of acute pain.
Celecoxib
Diclofenac
Dipyrone
Etoricoxib
Ibuprofen
Lumiracoxib
Naproxen

Contact: Maura Moore
Tel: +44 1865 226132
Email: Bandolier@pru.ox.ac.uk
Website: http://www.jr2.ox.ac.uk/Bandolier/  


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	15. Israel Society for Nursing Research conference in partnership with Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Nursing and Midwifery Development, "Facing the challenge of health care systems in transition"

Jerusalem, Israel, 30 Jun - 3 Jul 2008

Contact: Conference secretariat
Email: conven4@diesenhaus.com
Website: www.internationalnursingconference.org/

Abstract deadline extended: 15 November 2007

	16. University of Edinburgh: Towards professional wisdom, An international conference on practical deliberation in the people professions

Edinburgh, Scotland, 26 - 28 March 2008

Email: professionalwisdom@ed.ac.uk
Website: www.lifelong.ed.ac.uk/towardsprofessionalwisdom

Abstract deadline has been extended to: 16 November 2007

	17. Canadian Journal of Nursing Research (CJNR): Knowledge Translation in the Health Sciences 

This issue (Volume 40, No 2) of CJNR, is due to be published in June 2008 and will explore the science of knowledge translation. CJNR invite submissions of manuscripts that report new empirical findings and build and test knowledge translation theory empirically. They are particularly interested in manuscripts that address intervention testing, sophisticated modelling techniques, or basic questions in the field (e.g., measurement), or that provide empirical evidence of a link between knowledge translation (and similar constructs such as research utilization or innovation diffusion) and other outcomes (patient/client/resident, provider, system).

Contact: CJNR, School of Nursing
Tel: (514) 398 4160
Email: cjnr.nursing@mcgill.ca
Website: http://cjnr.mcgill.ca/papers.html 

Submission deadline: 15 November 2007


	Events

	18. 2nd annual national joint conference on health care associated infection: Everybody's role and everybody's business! Reducing health care associated infections: safe, clean, reliable care for patients

This conference is free of charge to all health care professionals

York Racecourse, York, England, 13 November 2007

Contact: Victoria Langley, Assistant Conference Manager, the Royal College of Nursing
Tel: 020 7647 3586
Email: victoria.langley@rcn.org.uk

Web: www.rcn.org.uk/events 

	19. NHS Research and Development Forum, Service Users and Carers Working Group: "The future of service user involvement in research: funding & support"

Leamington Spa, 29 November 2007

Contact: Mary Cooke, Lecturer, Faculty of Health and Wellbeing, Sheffield Hallam University
Email: M.Cooke@shu.ac.uk

Website: www.rdforum.nhs.uk/events.htm

	20. Queen's University Belfast Institute of Child Care Research conference: Closing the loop: connecting child care research policy and practice

Templepatrick, Co Antrim, Northern Ireland, 4 December 2007

Contact: Maura Dunn 
Tel: 028 9097 5983
Email: iccr@qub.ac.uk

Web: http://www.qub.ac.uk/iccr 


