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	RCN Research Society 

	1. RCN East of England Research Society in association with Addenbrooke's Hospital: Nursing and allied health poster forum

24 January 2008, Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, England, UK

An opportunity for nurses and allied health professions to present their posters and share their work. Open to all nurses and allied health professionals who work or study within the Eastern Region, England.

Contact: Kornelia Hathaway
Tel: 01223 596048
Email: kornelia.hathaway@addenbrookes.nhs.uk 

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/regional_research_society_groups/eastern/

	2. University and College Union (UCU) consultation on NHS teaching cuts

Dr Val Woodward, steering committee member of the RCN Research Society (RS), represents the RCN RS on the HEI Joint Liaison Committee. Val has asked for this important consultation to be passed on to colleagues who work in the Higher Education sector.

The UCU writes: We need your help. As you all know, cuts in NHS training budgets have resulted in job losses and worsening work conditions for our members in health education. UCU wants to build up a better picture of what is happening locally. We need to get the clearest possible picture in order to develop our organisation and our campaigning to make sure that we defend our members and defend quality health education in the NHS. Here's how you can do something to help right now: please take 10 minutes to give us brief answers to the following questions.

Website: https://www.ucu.org.uk/index.cfm?articleid=2992 


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. West Midlands Medicines for Children Local Research Network Clinical Research Facilitator (Nurse or AHP)

A4C band 6 (23,458 - 31,779GBP pro rata). Contract until 31.3.2010, on an annual renewal basis. Part time post 0.6 - 0.8WTE. Flexible work patterns are encouraged.

Contact: Pauline Darbyshire, Senior Clinical Research Nurse
Tel: 0121 333 8736
Email: Pauline.darbyshire@nhs.net 

Website: www.jobs.nhs.uk (Job Reference IS1005/07)

Closing Date: 14 December 2007 

	4. EURADIA (Alliance for European Diabetes Research) project manager

EURADIA is searching for a manager, preferably educated to MD or PhD level, or equivalent professional  qualifications for DIAMAP: Road Map for Diabetes Research in Europe, a 24-month project funded by the European Commission 7th Framework Programme (subject to contract signature). DIAMAP aims to undertake a wide survey of the current European diabetes research landscape, from which expert opinion can identify gaps and highlight strengths, to guide a Road Map strategy for diabetes research in Europe. The project manager will be home based in any EU 27, or EU associated country and would report directly to the DIAMAP Project Steering Committee (representing academia, patients and industry in diabetes research). Competitive salary subject to negotiation will be dependent upon previous experience and location.

Applicants should send a recent curriculum vitae along with a letter explaining why you think you would be suitable candidate and the names and addresses of three referees to

Contact: Sarah Hills, Executive Director EURADIA
Email: sarah.hills@euradia.org

Deadline for applications: 30 December 2007.

	5. Guy's and St. Thomas's NHS Foundation Trust Project co-ordinator - eczema education programme

Band 7, 33,146 - 42,054GBP pa

Contact: Karina Jackson, Nurse Consultant
Tel: 020 7188 6267
Email: karina.jackson@gstt.nhs.uk

Website: www.gstt.nhs.uk/jobs quoting reference number H1026

Closing date: 12 December 2007


	Research Funding

	6. The Foundation of Nursing Studies (FoNS)

FoNS works with nurses, midwives and specialist community public health nurses to develop and share new ways of improving patient care. FoNS can offer support to a wide range of practice development projects. To be kept up-to-date about FoNS initiatives please sign up for the Foundation of Nursing Studies e-newsletter. 

Small Projects Programme (http://www.fons.org/ahcp_funding.asp) This programme supports clinically based nurses, midwives and healthcare teams over one year periods who want to develop healthcare practice to improve patient care in any healthcare setting across the UK. 10 grants are available of up to 2,000GBP each year. Applications can be made at any time. 

Practice based development and research Programme (http://www.fons.org/ahcp_practicedev.asp)  FoNS and GNCT both share a commitment to advancing nursing practice and improving patient care and have formed a partnership to support a new programme which will enable and fund nurses to undertake practice based research with the explicit purpose of developing practice and improving patient care. The programme aims to support nurse-led healthcare teams who have identified an aspect of care that needs improving and are committed to working in a systematic way to develop and change practice through research. Applicants and projects must be based in clinical practice and it is anticipated that projects will run over a maximum of two years, with funding available of up to 5,000GBP. Closing date for applications is 14 December 2007.

Contact: Kate Saunders
Email: kate.sanders@fons.org 
Website: www.fons.org/ 


	Current Research Commissions

	7. Medical Research Council (MRC)/National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Methodology Research Programme (MRP)

MRP, a key part of the developing MRC-NIHR joint strategy for health research, will support the development of new and improved systems and theories for health research. It has a budget of over 60mGBP to support new and improved ways to underpin health research. Managed by the MRC on behalf of the MRC-NIHR partnership, the scope of the programme is broad. The programme will include methodological research previously covered by the MRC research boards and the Health Technology Assessment (HTA) methodology panel run by the NIHR. The programme will work in commissioned and investigator-led modes and applications from across the UK are welcome. 

Contact: Lelia O'Connell
Email: lelia.o'connell@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk 

Website: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/ApplyingforaGrant/CallsForProposals/MethodologyResearchProgramme/index.htm 

Deadline for research proposals: 6 February 2008, 28 May 2008, 1 October 2008


	Research Training 

	8. Queen's University Belfast School of Nursing and Midwifery clinical trials e-learning module

This e-learning module in Clinical Trials will be running at Queen's University Belfast in January 2008.  The module has been developed between the School of Nursing and Midwifery and the All Ireland Cancer Consortia to help advance the skills of clinical research practitioners in the whole of Ireland. Please apply by 20 December 2007.

Contact: Brenda Flynn
Email: b.flynn@qub.ac.uk

Website: www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofNursingandMidwifery/ 


	Consultations Documents

	9. RCN-led consultations

The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process an up-to-date list of consultations is available on the RCN website. Recent consultations with RCN deadlines in brackets include:

i) Department of Health, "Have Your Say Consultation on the regulations for Local Involvement Networks (LINks)" [14 Dec 07]
ii) Monitor, "The Monitor assessment process - a consultation on the introduction of service line management" [18 Dec 07]
iii) Department of Health, "Arrangements under Part IX of the Drug Tariff for the Provision of stoma and incontinence appliances - and related services - to Primary Care - Revised Proposals" [28 Dec 07]
iv) Skills for Health, "Quality Assurance Framework (EQuiP Enhancing Quality in Partnership) for Healthcare Education (England)" [31 Dec 07]
v) Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, "Consultation on the future of international and private patients" [4 Jan 08]
vi) MHRA, "MHRA Regulatory Fees for Medicinal Products (Including Herbal and Homoeopathic Products), Drug Device Products, Blood Establishments and Hospital Blood Banks - Consultation on Proposals for 1 April 2008" [9 Jan 08]
vii) Northern Ireland Executive, "draft programme for Government" [contact John Knape, email: john.knape@rcn.org.uk for more details]

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/policy/consultations

	10. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) consultations

NICE expects to consult on the following documents:

Consultations:
i) Rimonabant for the treatment of overweight and obese patients (Appraisal consultation document) (06/12/07 - 03/01/08)
ii) Psoriasis - infliximab: final appraisal determination (30/11/07 - 13/12/07)
iii) Review of the guide to the methods of technology appraisal (30/11/07 - 29/ 02/08)
iv) Social value judgements: consultation on the second edition (30/11/07 - 07/03/08)
v) Preventing the uptake of smoking by children: consultation on the evidence (23/11/07 - 24/12/07)
vi) Mental wellbeing of children in primary education: consultation on the draft guidance (23/11/07 - 21/12/07)
vii) Intraoperative nerve monitoring during thyroid surgery: interventional procedures consultation (19/11/07 - 18/12/07)
viii) Suburethral synthetic sling insertion for stress urinary incontinence in men: interventional procedures consultation (19/11/07 - 18/12/07)
ix) Diabetes - insulin pump therapy: appraisal consultation document (19/11/07 - 10/12/07)
x) Mental wellbeing of children in primary education: consultation on an additional effectiveness review (14/11/07 - 12/12/07)
xi) Perioperative hypothermia (inadvertent): consultation on the draft guidance (25/10/07 - 20/12/07)

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/getinvolved/currentniceconsultations/current_nice_consultations.jsp


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	11. Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) 
 
SCIE's aim is to improve the experience of people who use social care by developing and promoting knowledge (gathered from diverse sources and a broad range of people and organizations) about good practice in the sector.  Recent updates include:

Research briefing 22: Obstacles to using and providing rural social care

People in rural areas may be less well served by social care and health services. This overview of research has found that the reasons for the many difficulties in delivering and receiving rural care can include access difficulties, increased stigma, lack of anonymity, a neglect of minorities and increased feelings of family responsibility.

Knowledge review 16: Improving social and health care services

This online knowledge review explores the processes and actions that have proven most effective in bringing about and sustaining improvement in social and health care services. This review is aimed at care service managers and professionals.

Knowledge review 17: Developing social care - service users driving culture change

This knowledge review looks at current literature and practice around service user involvement, the extent to which service user involvement has brought improvements to social work and social care and where the change has become established practice.

Website: <http://www.scie.org.uk/>

	12. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance – October 2007

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales in November 2007:

Clinical guidelines
i) None

Technology appraisals
i) Asthma -omalizumab
ii) Asthma (children) - corticosteroids
iii) Hypercholesterolaemia - ezetimibe

Public health
i) Alcohol and schools intervention

Interventional procedures
i) Grenz rays therapy for inflammatory skin conditions
ii) Laparoscopic techniques for hysterectomy
iii) Mini/Micro screw implantation for orthodontic anchorage
iv) Percutaneous pulmonary valve implantation for right ventricular outflow tract dysfunction
v) Soft palate implants for obstructive sleep apnoea
vi) Soft palate implants for simple snoring
vii) Transcranial magnetic stimulation for severe depression

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byDate


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	13. The Dementia Services Development Centre - Northern Ireland: Embracing the Challenge: Citizenship & Dementia

Stormont Hotel, Belfast, 6th - 8th May 2008 

Contact: Jemma Galbraith
Email: jemma.galbraith@stir.ac.uk
Website: http://www.dementiacentreni.org/conferences.asp

Abstract Deadline: Wednesday 19 December 2007

	14. NET2008 19th annual international participative conference for eEducation in healthcare

2- 4 September 2008, Cambridge, England, UK

Join colleagues from the UK and overseas to debate the future direction of healthcare education and share educational ideas and good practice.

Contact: Jill Rogers Associates
Email: jra@jillrogersassociates.co.uk 
Website: www.jillrogersassociates.co.uk 

Abstract deadline: 21 January 2008

	15. Centre for Appearance Research, University of the West of England (Bristol) conference, "Appearance Matters 3"

1 - 2 July 2008, Bristol, UK 

A two day conference highlighting current research and good practice around appearance-related issues including visible difference, information provision, education, the media, resilience, identity, weight, provision of care, psychosocial interventions and areas for further research.  The conference will be especially relevant to all researchers and clinicians interested in the psychosocial aspects of appearance, eg. health, social, clinical and counselling psychologists, those working in health policy, surgery, nursing, medicine, health promotion, education, medical sociology and research students from all disciplines. 

Contact: Emma Williams
Tel: 0117-328 3967
Email: CAR@uwe.ac.uk

Website: http://science.uwe.ac.uk/AppearanceMatters

Abstract deadline: 11 February 2008


	Events

	16. European Health Management Association, with the support of DG Sanco and the Slovenian presidency, conference, "The EU cross-border healthcare directive - the way forward

25 January 2008, Brussels, Belgium

In September 2006, the European Commission published a Communication  requesting stakeholder input to develop a Community framework for safe, high quality and efficient health services. Following the Health Services EHMA conference with DG SANCO in March 2007, which considered responses to the consultation, the 2008 conference will now provide a first opportunity for interested stakeholders to exchange views with each other and with the Commission on the proposal for a directive on cross-border healthcare published in December 2007.

Contact: Laurence Meyer
Email: Laurence.Meyer@ehma.org

Website: www.ehma.org 

	17. Clatterbridge Centre of Oncology NHS Foundation Trust and Royal College of Nursing 14th annual national conference, "Cancer Care 2008: the way ahead"

25 - 26 January 2008, Chester, England, UK

Contact: Holly Peppiatt, RCN Conference and Events Organiser, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN
Tel: 0207 647 3580
Fax: 0207 647 3411
Email: cancercare@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/event3195 

	18. RCN Rheumatology Nursing Forum annual conference, "The patient's journey: back to the future"

29 - 30 January 2008, Cardiff, Wales, UK

Contact: Guillia Ward, Conference and Events Organiser, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN
Tel: 0207 647 3591
Fax: 0207 647 3411
Email: rheumatology@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/event3388 

	19. RCN Fertility Nurses Group annual conference, "The best possible start"

2 February 2008, Cowdray Hall, RCN Headquarters, London

Contact: Pat Anslow, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, Copse Walk, Cardiff Gate Business Park, Cardiff, CF23 8XG
Tel: 029 2054 6492
Fax: 029 2054 6495
Email: pat.anslow@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/event3469 

	20. RCN International Rehabilitation and Intermediate Care Nursing Forum conference, "Rehabilitation: How do we know it is effective"

15 - 16 February 2008 Cowdray Hall, RCN Headquarters, London

Contact: Mirka Ferdosian, Conference & Events Organiser, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN
Tel: 020 7647 3583
Fax: 020 7647 3411
Email: internationalrehabilitation@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/event2867 


