RCN/Novartis Educational Award 2011: improving care for ophthalmic patients

Eligibility Criteria

Applicants need to be:

· a registered nurse
· a member of the RCN Ophthalmic Nursing Forum
· the holder of a valid UK passport

· able to secure holiday / study leave to travel for the conference
· prepared to present their initiative at the RCN Ophthalmic Nursing Forum conference in 2012
· prepared to have their submission printed in the forum's newsletter


Terms and Conditions of the Award

1. The £2,000 award is to go towards financing attendance including associated travel and accommodation costs to either:
· American Society of Ophthalmic Registered Nurses (ASORN) conference, Orlando, 22-25  October 2011; or 
· Another ophthalmic conference of your choice in time for you to present at the RCN Ophthalmic Forum conference in 2012.

2. Acceptance of the award includes a commitment to present your initiative at an RCN Ophthalmic nursing forum conference and have it published in Eyelines.  A proportion of the award should be used to cover the cost of your attendance at the RCN Ophthalmic nursing forum conference.

3. Payment of the award will be in the form of reimbursement of expenses incurred and you will need to provide receipts for everything you wish to claim.  You will be responsible for booking your conference place and making you own travel and accommodation arrangements.  Reimbursement can be claimed in instalments and receipts should be sent to Moira Lambert, RCN, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN.  All claims will be expected to comply with the RCN expenses policy http://www.rcn.org.uk/aboutus/gov/policies/expenses_policy as applicable to RCN members. 
4. If you cannot attend a conference for any unforeseen circumstances you will need to inform the RCN so we can reassess and provide further guidance on appropriate use of the award.

