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South of Tyne and Wear Branch Meeting

17 June 2009
Present:

Mark Ball

Colin Doherty (Vice-Chair)
David Gardner

John Hooker

Angela Starr

Mark Tull (Secretary)
In Attendance:

Julie Lockhart

Steve Moore

Apologies for Absence:

Richard Atkinson

Val Coneley

Sue Cooper

Jane Hamilton (Treasurer)
Kath Heslop

Christine Johnson

Sharon Johnson

Denise McLaughlin

Gavin Nicholson

[NB: Please note that at time of publication, these minutes had only been approved by the Chair & Secretary. The final version of the minutes is reviewed at the next branch meeting. ]

1. Introductory Remarks and Apologies for Absence

1.1 The meeting was unquorate and apologies for absence were noted above.

2. Notes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising from the Notes

2.1 The notes of the previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting and there were no matters arising.

3. Feedback from Congress

3.1 Colin Doherty had attended Congress for the duration and Mark Tull, Denise McLaughlin and John Hooker had attended for part of the week.  Those present commented on how many members had applied to attend as voting members but not attended.  The Branch had sent 2.5 voting members and could have sent 4.  The Branch expressed concern that they had to pay in advance for accommodation, and Mark did relate that when booking accommodation via reservation highways he was expected to pay via credit card.  Julie Lockhart explained that this was not the case and the regional office could pay for accommodation from within the branch funds direct to the Hotel or to the Treasurer.  
3.2 Those present felt that the Fringe Events had been really good, with excellent speakers.

4. Attendance at this years AGM

4.1 Mark Tull, Mark Ball and John Hooker were interested in attending the AGM.  Mark agreed to contact the other activists within the Branch to inform them of the event and liaise with the regional office around booking travel centrally to try and get the most cost effective travel.

5. Branch Planning Activity

5.1 Steve Moore reported that the Branch opening balance for May was £6,121.63 and the closing balance was £5,507.06.

5.2 The Branch was notified that the majority of accredited reps had attended the Introductory Course, but attendance at Stewards, Safety Reps and Learning Rep modules was less successful.  

5.3 Steve informed the Branch that the majority if not all of the representatives accredited had attended 1st and 2nd mentorship meetings, but numbers were lower for 3rd and 4th.  

5.4 Steve ran through the data available on case file management and reminded members of the importance of contacting the regional office to have case files opened when taking on member’s cases.  

5.5 The Branch were notified that there were no new accreditations, only one de-accreditation, Muriel Shaw who was retiring as a long serving activist from Sunderland.

5.6 Lin Clarkson had attended the patch meeting to discuss recruitment of members and activists and 12 October had been agreed as the date for this Branch.  Feedback on the activity from last year was requested so that a better focus could be obtained for 2009 and ideas gathered as to how members were recruited and retained.  Local intelligence was also sought on possible events for these venues.

5.7 Discussion ensued on the possibility of holding events within PCTs and venues for community based staff.  Colin informed members that the training department within his Trust had been closed down because of the Swine Flu pandemic.  Any ideas needed to be fed back to Lin Clarkson who is Co-ordinator of the event.
6. Transforming Community Services

6.1 This item had been covered under the notes from the previous meeting but was raised again as Angela had not been present for this item.  Angela was requested to pass any local intelligence to Jake Turnbull at the regional office.

6.2 Mark Ball left the meeting at 1535.

7. Use of Social Networking Sites

7.1 It was noted that staff should be incredibly restrictive in the use of these and any professional details they may disclose.  An article had been published in Bulletin on this item.

8. Round up of Organisations represented in Branch

8.1  John Hooker reported that AFC was still not being implemented by some GP practices.  

8.2 In relation to swine flu it was noted that emergency packs have been issued, and the onus may fall on GPs to deliver the vaccine.  Within the PCT it was reported that the vaccine may go out to tender.  Within Northumberland, Tyne and Wear there were rumours that there may be a central office to deal with everything, and if spread became too bad nurses may be brought in from community bases.

9. Any Other Business

9.1 The Branch was reminded that the Board discussed this at their April meeting and it was agreed that each Branch would elect a President.  A role descriptor was circulated and discussion took place on what type of individual may be suitable for this role.  It was agreed that a discussion would take place outside this meeting and contact may be made with Jake Turnbull, Communications Officer re nominations through web, Bulletin etc.
10. Date and Time of Next Meeting

10.1 It was agreed that the next meeting which would be the Branch AGM would take place on 19 October 2009.
/JAL
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