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	RCN RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING CENTRE

	1. W/C 27th November 2006: Special Training Opportunities update. There will be a special update on 27th November 2006 focusing on training opportunities, under the subheadings outlined in the training section of the website (RDSU's, Government training, Postgraduate training, e-learning, distance learning). If you would like an entry in this update, please see the criteria for inclusion listed in the training section, and email Dave O'Carroll, email: david.ocarroll@manchester.ac.uk by 13th November 2006.

	

	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	2. The RCN Research Society Marjory Simpson New Researcher's Award 2007. This award is an annual award available to new or inexperienced researchers, currently undertaking a post-graduate course of study leading to a higher degree (MSc, MPhil, PhD). The award will cover the cost of the conference fees, conference accommodation and up to 100GBP travel costs to attend the RCN 2007 annual international nursing research conference, from 1st - 4th May 2007 in Dundee, Scotland. To qualify for the award, an applicant must be a member of the Royal College of Nursing Research Society.  For more information see the website or contact Jenifer Caveney, Tel: 0161-237 2049, email: j.caveney@man.ac.uk Deadline for the receipt of applications is 27th October 2006.

	3. RCN Research Society North West region Christmas debate, "Complementary therapies in healthcare" on 12th December 2006, at the Manchester Museum, Manchester, England. 5pm - 8pm. Attendees: Anyone living or working in the North West region. Speakers: TBC. For more information see the website or contact Ann Caress, email: ann.caress@manchester.ac.uk

	

	CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	4. Times Higher Education Supplement (2004), "How to get promoted: a career guide for academics", THES, London. This guide is available to subscribers of THES at http://www.thes.co.uk/upload/2017848/howtoget.jpg

	

	RESEARCH FUNDING

	5. Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) 2006 Research Paper of the Year Award.  Have you read a paper, published during 2006, that has particularly impressed you and which you think deserves recognition as the Research Paper of the Year? To be eligible, the paper must relate to a research project in general practice/primary care undertaken within the UK and/or the Republic of Ireland and have been published between 1 January and 31 December 2006.  At least one author should be an active GP.  For further information, please contact Mona Lindsay, Tel: 020-7344 3188, email: RPY@rcgp.org.uk. Deadline for the receipt of entries is 12th January 2007.

	6. The Barbers' Company Clinical Nursing Scholarship. To enable nurses in clinical nursing to undertake further education, research or a clinical project. The Scholarship of up to 5,000GBP is offered for the fees or subsistence of a nurse normally undertaking a taught masters' programme relevant to nursing or research, in an academic department in the United Kingdom, or at an approved academic department of nursing overseas. Applicants should submit, together with their CV, a 500-word outline on the course/research/project and its intended application to: Miss Kate Monks, The Barbers' Company Scholarship, RCN Institute, Whichford House, Building 1400, Parkway Court, Oxford Business Park, Cowley, Oxford,  OX4 2JY.  For more information see the website or contact Kate on Tel: +44 (0)1865 224 107, or on email at kate.monks@rcn.org.uk. The closing date for receipt of applications is 28th February 2007. 

	

	FELLOWSHIPS/STUDENTSHIPS

	7. Faculty of Health and Social Care Sciences at Kingston University and St George's - University of London PhD Teaching Assistantship. To enable a suitable candidate to complete a full time PhD, with a studentship and bursary.  The successful candidate will be expected to complete a PhD project on the topic of dignity in the care of patients with dementia.  This could be a philosophical study or an empirical piece of work.  The candidate will also have to provide approximately 6 hrs per week teaching or other equivalent work for the department. For an informal discussion please contact Professor Paul Wainwright, Tel: 020-8547 8718, email: p.wainwright@hscs.sghms.ac.uk. For more information see the website or contact Deborah Cash, Tel: 020-8725 2257, email: dcash@hscs.sgul.ac.uk. Closing date for receipt of applications is 3rd November 2006.

	

	RESEARCH POLICY/STRATEGY

	8. Royal College of Nursing (RCN) Policy Unit (2006), "Setting appropriate ward nurse staffing levels in NHS acute trusts." This policy briefing sets out principles to underpin appropriate ward nurse staffing levels and inform and foster debate on this. It does not endorse a particular tool for determining staff levels or suggest a set number but does set a benchmark for nursing skill mix levels in general wards. 

	

	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

	9. Consultation documents <http://www.man.ac.uk/rcn/policy/rcncons.html>. The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents, many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process, an up-to-date list of consultations appears on the Internet for all to see. This list will be updated regularly. Recent consultations (with deadlines in brackets) include:
a) SEHD Directorate of Nursing, "Draft Framework for Rehabilitation" [31st Oct 06]
b) Health Commission Wales, "Proposals to develop a South Wales Neurosciences Centre" [31st Oct 06]
c) Welsh Assembly Government, "Appetite for Life" [31st Oct 06]
d) Welsh Assembly Government, "Disadvantaged Groups Development Fund" [31st Oct 06]
e) NHS Quality Improvement Scotland, "Draft Core Standards for Cancer Services" [1st Nov 06]
f) Scottish Executive, "Significant Incidence Reviews Guidance" [8th Nov 06]
g) Welsh Assembly Government, "Housing, Social Care & Health for LBGT Older People" [10th Nov 06]

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (CURRENT)

	10. Clinical Resource Efficiency Support Team (CREST) Commissioned Projects <http://www.crestni.org.uk/>. CREST is part of the Department of Health, Social Services, and Personal Services (DHSSPS) in Northern Ireland and is comprised of a group of 20 healthcare professionals who have an active interest in promoting clinical efficiency. CREST aims to identify and disseminate ideas and examples of good practice. It commissions work on agreed topics and the website contains published guidelines and information on the topics currently being worked on. CREST has agreed to work on the following topics in 2006/7:
i) Resistant Depression 
ii) Getting Evidence into Practice 
iii) Prevention and Management of Falls 
iv) Lymphoedema Services 
v) Use of Laboratory Facilities 
vi) Caesarean Section 
vii) Anticoagulent Therapy 
viii) Management of Chronic Pain

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	11. Dobrov, M.J. et al (2006), "The impact of context on evidence utilization: A framework for expert groups developing health policy recommendations", Social Science & Medicine, Volume 63, Issue 7 , October 2006, 1811-1824. The authors analyze how context influence evidence utilization in the development of health policy recommendations. The main findings suggest that identification of evidence must distinguish between different policy objectives in order to link a broad conceptualization of evidence to appropriate policy questions.

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - SUBSCRIPTION BASED)

	12. Meijers, J.M.M et al (2006), "Assessing the relationships between contextual factors and research utilization in nursing: systematic literature review", Journal of Advanced Nursing 55(5), 622–635. This paper presents a systematic literature review examining relationships between contextual factors and research utilization in nursing, examining the strength of these relationships, and mapping the contextual factors to the Promoting Action on Research Implementation in Health Services model of research implementation. RCN members can access the Journal of Advanced Nursing via the RCN library, www.rcn.org.uk/library/ 

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	13. Change Champions Toolkit seminar, "Innovations in the prevention and clinical management of obesity" from 17th - 18th May 2007 in Melbourne, Australia. For more information see the website or contact Char Weeks, email: change.champions@bigpond.com Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 31st October 2006.

	14. Pi lota Chapter, Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International, School of Nursing, Hong Kong Polytechnic University conference, "Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing: Paradigms and Dialogue" from 19th - 21st April 2007 in Hong Kong. This conference aims to bring about scholars renowned in the field of EBP, whose backgrounds in the philosophies of nursing are diverse, to engage in a critical discourse on the topic. For more information please see the website or contact Secretariat, Tel: (+852) 27664055, email: hsebp@inet.polyu.edu.hk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 31st October 2006.

	15. Change Champions Toolkit seminar, "Improving the Delivery of Palliative Care for Older People" from 15th - 16th March 2007 in Sydney, Australia. For more information see the website or contact Char Weeks, email: change.champions@bigpond.com Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 1st November 2006.

	

	EVENTS

	16. University of Glasgow 5th Stroke seminar programme 2006-7. All seminars will take place between 4.00pm - 5.30pm in the Seminar Room, Ground Floor, Nursing & Midwifery School, University of Glasgow, 59 Oakfield Ave, Glasgow. For further information please contact Professor Lorraine N Smith, Tel: 0141-330-5498, email: l.n.smith@clinmed.gla.ac.uk
9th Nov 06, "A Stroke of Knowledge: Where do we go from here with nurses' and AHPs' stroke educational needs?", Louise Craig, Research Assistant, University of Glasgow
25th Jan 07, "Patient-centred care: young adults post-stroke and their families", Maggie Lawrence, PhD Fellow, NMAP Research Unit, Glasgow Caledonian University
24th May 07, "Cultural influences on stroke continence rehabilitation", Dr Jo Booth, Senior Research Fellow, Glasgow Caledonian University

	17. Scottish School of Primary Care, Society for Academic Primary Care and Royal Statistical Society Primary Care Group Primary Care Epidemiology & Organisation of Care 2nd annual conference from 16th - 17th November 2006 in Edinburgh, Scotland. For more information see the website or contact Tanya Lamont, Tel: 0131-651 4008, email: tanya.lamont@nes.scot.nhs.uk.

	18. University of Stirling Department of Nursing and Midwifery Research Seminar Series 2006. For more information about these seminars, please see the website or contact Tracy Sheppard, Tel:  01786 466340, E-mail:  t.d.sheppard@stir.ac.uk 
6th Dec 06, "An evaluation of the Expert Patient Programme in England", Dr Anne Kennedy, University of Manchester AND "Self Management support for diabetes. A scoping exercise", Dr Martyn Jones, University of Dundee

	19. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 2006 conference, "Tackling health priorities" from 6th - 7th December 2006 in Birmingham, England. For more information see the website or contact Angela Lyons, Tel: 0121-248 3399, email: alyons@health-links.co.uk.

	20. 6th European regional conference of the Commonwealth Nurses' Federation, "Commonwealth nurses advancing nursing care: collaboration in Europe" from 9th - 10th March 2007 at RCN HQ, London, England. For more information see the website or contact Jane Edey, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, Copse Walk, Cardiff Gate Business Park, Cardiff, CF23 8XG. Tel: 029 2054 6491, Fax: 029 2054 6495, E-mail: jane.edey@rcn.org.uk
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