Tracing Nurses
Nursing Records
RCN Membership
The RCN was established in 1916 as a professional association for nurses, which later became a union. The RCN Archives cannot disclose any confidential membership information under the Data Protection Act 2003. The only RCN membership information available is a published volume covering 1916-1923. This gives name, joining date, address and qualification.
Registration

Since 2001, the statutory body of nursing in the UK has been the Nursing & Midwifery Council (NMC). It was preceded by the UK Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting (UKCC) working in conjunction with four national boards, which dealt with educational standards (1983-2001). 
Before the UKCC, there were three General Nursing Councils (GNC): England & Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The Councils were established in 1921 with clearly prescribed duties and responsibilities for the training, examination and registration of nurses and the approval of training schools for the purpose of maintaining a Register of Nurses for England and Wales, Scotland and for Ireland.
Register of Nurses

The Register of Nurses was first published in 1922, and was then produced annually until the late 1940s. These volumes list the nurse by name (including maiden name where appropriate), registration date and number, permanent address at that time, and where they qualified with dates. Later volumes were produced in the 1950s, which list only new nurses for each year and do not give the address.
Originally there was the main General part of the Register with supplementary ‘Mental’, ‘Male’, ‘Fever’ and ‘Sick Children’s’ parts of the Register. These supplementary parts have changed over the years. When searching check all parts of the Register and the late entries list, which sometimes appears at the end of the General part.
Nurses would pay an annual fee to be on the Register. After the 1943 Nurses Act it became compulsory to be a State Registered Nurse (SRN) and it is still a legal requirement to practice nursing in the UK. In Scotland, the term originally used was Registered General Nurse (RGN).

Publication of the Register ended in 1968. The NMC cannot give out any personal information about nurses on the Register under the Data Protection Act 2003.

Roll of Nurses

Another type of nurse appeared after 1943: the Assistant Nurse, later known as the State Enrolled Nurse (SEN). This is not the same level of qualification as a SRN or RGN, but the Assistant or Enrolled nurse was recorded in the same way in the Roll of Assistant Nurses, also known as the Roll of Nurses. The GNC kept the Roll, set the syllabus for the examinations and approved the schools of nursing within hospitals. 
Irish Registers
The General Nursing Council for Ireland published Registers from 1921. This was replaced in Northern Ireland by the Joint Nursing and Midwifery Council (JNMC) from 1922, which continued to publish Registers and later the Roll of Nurses.
Locations of Registers & Rolls
GNC England & Wales at the National Archives, Kew, Richmond-upon-Thames. Register of Nurses and supplementary registers 1921-1973: reference DT10.
GNC Scotland at the National Archives of Scotland, Edinburgh. Register of Nurses 1921-1983; Roll of Nurses 1944-1983; Register of Health Visitors 1933-1983: reference GNC.
Cambridge University Library: GNC England & Wales Register of Nurses 1922-68 & Roll of Asst Nurses 1947-68.

Oxford University Library: GNC England & Wales Roll of Nurses 1961-68
Manchester Central Library’s Technical Library: GNC England & Wales Register of Nurses 1946-68, reference 610.73 GI.
Wellcome Library, London GNC England & Wales Register of Nurses 1930-1944 & 1946-1947; suppl. 1948-1950.
Trinity College Dublin: GNC Scotland Register of Nurses 1961-67, GNC England & Wales Roll of Nurses 1967-69, GNC Scotland Roll of Nurses1961-64 & GNC Scotland Roll of Asst Nurses 1960.
The British Library, London: GNC England & Wales Register of Nurses 1922-3 and Roll of Asst Nurses 1947-8, GNC Scotland Register of Nurses 1957 and Roll of Asst Nurses 1959-64.
RCN Archives holdings
GNC England & Wales Register of Nurses 1922 to 1924 and 1926 to 1948.
GNC England & Wales Roll of Nurses 1947 to 1968 with parts of 1947-48 missing.
GNC Scotland Register of Nurses 1945-48, 1948 supplement, 1950, 1955 and 1957-67.
GNC Scotland Roll of [Assistant] Nurses 1946 and 1956-66. 

CMB Midwives Roll from 1916-68 & 1979-1982.
GNC Ireland Register of Nurses 1939, 1943 and 1945 to 1948. No Roll.
JNMC Register of Nurses 1943, 1946 & 1956. Register and Roll combined 1949, 1951 and 1959.
Costs for searching these volumes:
Search for one named individual in a specified date range £10.00 sterling. Cheques payable to ‘Royal College of Nursing’ in advance. Postal address: RCN Archives, 42 South Oswald Road, Edinburgh, EH9 2HH.

Nursing & Hospital Directories

Burdett’s Directories
Sir Henry Burdett, Victorian philanthropist, published Burdett’s Official Nursing Directory 1894-9. These were annual volumes listing the law pertaining to nurses, the particulars of training schools in the UK and abroad, nursing institutions etc and a list of nurses giving their names, addresses and a very brief résumé. Nurses could pay to have their names added, which many of the London based nurses did. The RCN Archives has a copy of the 1898 and 1899 editions for reference.
Sir Henry also published Burdett’s Hospital Annual 1890-1893 which became Burdett’s Hospital & Charities Annual 1894-1930. It lists the hospitals, institutions, charities and organisations, which existed in the UK. It gives membership of hospital boards, names of senior nursing and medical staff, details of training available, size of hospital and of the nursing staff etc. The RCN Archives has copies from 1922-3 and 1928. 

Hospital Yearbooks & Directories
This publication joined with the Annual Report of the Voluntary Hospitals in Great Britain (excluding London) to become the Hospitals Yearbook 1931-1967. This lists the Area Health Authorities and the Hospitals, Clinics and Units that come within their administration. After 1967 this changed its name to the Hospitals Yearbook and Directory of Hospital Suppliers. The RCN Archives holds copies of the 1977, 1979, 1985 and 1990 publication The Hospital & Health Services Yearbook which came after this.

We also hold:

· Who’ Who in the Nursing World. The Nursing Yearbook 1929. Professional Publications Ltd, London.
· Directory of Schools of Nursing. HMSO, 1979 & 1980.

· NHS In Scotland Directory 1996. NHS Management Development Group.
· ’97 Directory of Hospice & Palliative Care Services in the United Kingdom and Ireland  Macmillan Cancer Relief.

· NAMED: Nursing and Midwifery Education Directory 1997-1998. PNK publications, 1997.
· Hospitals and Health Services Yearbook 1974-79, 1981, 1985, 1990, 1994 & 1996. Includes a directory of hospital suppliers and incorporates Burdett’s (see above). The Institute of Health Service Administrators, London.
· ISHM Health and Social Services Yearbook 1996-2004 (not 2001/02). Institute of Healthcare Management & TSO, London.
· Binley's directory of NHS management 2003-2006. Published three times a year in association with the NHS Confederation by Beechwood House Publishing Ltd, Basildon.
These and other directories are available from health libraries around the UK.

Hospital Records
Many hospital records relating to nursing have unfortunately not survived to the present day, but those that do can often provide training and employment records containing genealogy information. The online Wellcome Trust / National Archives Hospital Records Database can provide information on UK hospitals and the location of their records. If the records are not at the local record office, they may still be with the hospital. 
In England and Wales, possible locations include the county record office in the area where the hospital was located.
In the London area the records may be at the:

London Metropolitan Archives,

40 Northampton Road, 
London, 
EC1R 0HB. 
T  0207 332 3820, 
F  0207 833 9136, 
E  ask.lma@corporationoflondon.gov.uk
W  www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/lma.
The LMA also hold a handbook of London County Council (LCC) staff published annually from 1909 to 1939.
Hospitals with their own Archives
Middlesex Hospital Archives Department,

T  0207 636 8333 ext. 4498

University College London Hospitals,


F  0207 7380 9264

Mortimer Street,





W www.uclh.org/services/archives/index.shtml
London,

W1T 3 AA.

Royal Free Hospital Archives Centre,


T  0207 794 0692

Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust,


E  enquiries@royalfreearchives.org.uk
The Hoo, 17 Lyndhurst Gardens,


W  www.royalfreearchives.org.uk
Hampstead,

London,

NW3 5NU.

Royal London Hospital Archives & Museum,

T  0207 377 7608
Royal London Hospital,




F  0207 377 7413

Whitechapel,





E jonathan.evans@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk
London,





W www.medicalmuseums.org/museums/rlh.htm
E1 1BB.

St Bartholomew’s Hospital,



T  0207 601 8152 / 8150

Barts and the London NHS Trust,


E  barts.archives@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk
West Smithfield,




W www.brlcf.org.uk
London,

EC1A 7BE.

St George’s Hospital Archives,



T  0208 725 5466 / 3255
The Library, Hunter Wing,



F  0208 767 4696
St George’s Hospital Medical School,


E  nthevaka@sghms.ac.uk
Cranmer Terrace,



W www.sghms.ac.uk/depts/is/library/spec_coll/ha.htm
London,

SW17 0RE.

St Mary’s Hospital Archives,



T  0207 886 6528

Paddington,





F  0207 886 6739

Praed Street,





E  kevin.brown@st-marys.nhs.uk
London,




W www.st-marys.nhs.uk/about/fleming_museum.htm
W2 1NY.

Addenbrookes NHS Trust Archives 


Hospital Archivist: Ms Hilary Ritchie
Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Hills Road





T  01223 586737
Cambridge





F  01223 257143




CB2 2QQ




W www.addenbrookes.org.uk/serv/nonclin/archive.html
Oxfordshire Health Archives



Archivist: Mrs Elizabeth Boardman
The Warneford Hospital
Warneford Lane





T 01865 226 308
Headington





E enquiries@oxfordshire-health-archives.org.uk
Oxford






W www.oxfordshire-health-archives.org.uk
OX3 7JX
Health Boards

In Scotland, the hospital records were the responsibility of Health Boards (or Services) in each area. These were often absorbed into the archives of the universities when they took over the role of training nurses, but some are still held by large hospitals.
Northern Health Services Archives, 


T  01224 555562

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary Woolmanhill, 


W www.dswebhosting.info/SCAN/
Aberdeen, 

Grampian, 

AB25 1LD.

Dumfries and Galloway Health Board Archives, 

T  01387 244228

Crichton Royal Hospital, 



F  01387 269696

Easterbrook Hall, 



W http://freespace.virgin.net/john.williams1/museum1.html
Bankend Road, 

Dumfries, 

Dumfries & Galloway,

DG1 4TG.

Lothian Health Services Archive, 


T  0131 650 3392

University of Edinburgh Library, 



F  0131 650 6863

George Square, 




E  lhsa@ed.ac.uk
Edinburgh, 





W www.lhsa.lib.ed.ac.uk
EH8 9LJ.

NHS Greater Glasgow Archives, 



T  0141 330 2992
Glasgow University Archives and Business Centre


F  0141 330 4158

77-87 Dumbarton Road



E  a.tough@archives.gla.ac.uk
Glasgow





W www.archives.gla.ac.uk/gghb
G11 6PW
Highland Health Board Archives, 


T  01463 705269

University of Stirling,




F  01463 713454

Highland Campus,




E  hhsl1@stir.ac.uk
Old Perth Road,





W www.nm.stir.ac.uk/hhsl/hhsllibrary
Inverness,

Highland,

IV2 3FG.

Census

The census was a population survey taken every 10 years, starting in 1801. From 1841, census records provide information on individuals and may indicate or confirm that your ancestor was a nurse or midwife. The census will record their address which may be a hospital or a nurses’ home. For many nineteenth century nurses the census is the only surviving record of their career. Hospital, workhouse and asylum entries list everyone present in the building on census night, although sometimes only initials are given for patients or inmates.
The definition of the term ‘nurse’ can vary from census to census. On some censuses nurses were classed as domestic servants with responsibilities for childcare. Some of the terms used include:
· Subordinate or Subsidiary Medical Services (abbreviated to S.M.S). 
· Nurses at Poor Law Hospitals were sometimes referred to as ‘Poor Law Officials’.  
· Monthly Nurse
· Sick Nurse

· Attendant or Ward Attendant

It should also be noted that a person recorded in the census as a ‘nurse’ did not necessarily have any formal training or qualifications.
For background information on the census and how to access it, look at the online guides to the Census on the Family Records Centre website. You can access some of the census returns online, for example a transcription of the 1881 British census is available for free on the Familysearch website and there are pay-to-view services for other censuses. The census indexes are available online at www.findmypast.com, which was previously the 1837online website.
· England and Wales: all available census returns 1841-1901 can be accessed on microfilm at the Family Records Centre in London. Local county record offices also tend to have the returns for their own respective county and sometimes for adjoining counties. There is an online pay-to-view service for the 1901 census available via the National Archives website.

· Scotland: see the General Register Office for Scotland’s genealogical website at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk for further information and a pay-to-view online service for some of the later censuses. 
· Ireland: unfortunately little has survived for Ireland 1841-1891. Contact the Public Record Office for Northern Ireland and the National Archives of Ireland for further details and for access to the 1901 census returns.
For other sources of advice on family history see Historical Research Links. There are also beginners guides and more specialised publications available to buy from the Federation of Family History Societies bookshop. 
Specialist Archives

· The Wellcome Trust holds the records of the Queens Nursing Institute (district nursing in England & Wales).
· Kings College London hold the records of the Royal British Nurses Association (membership roll published 1909).
· The Royal College of Psychiatrists holds the records of the Royal Medico-Psychological Association which trained and registered Mental Nurses or Attendants.

· The Royal College of Midwives hold their own records of midwifery certification and membership. The Roll of Midwives (covering England & Wales) 1902-1983 will eventually be moving from the RCM to the National Archives at Kew.

Military Nursing

Research Guides on military nursing are available on the National Archives website: Military Records Information 55, 56 & 57. These provide a brief history of Army, Navy and RAF nursing. Each contains a detailed list of relevant records held at the National Archives and other UK archives.
Lists of almost 1000 nurses who served in Princess Christian’s Army Nursing Service Reserve (PANSR) along with information about hospitals and hospital ships from the Boer War period (1899-1902) can be found at www.pcansr.net.

The Volunteer Aid Detachments (VADs) were started by the Red Cross and St John’s Ambulance Service to provide assistance for army medical services during World War One. They trained volunteers in first aid and other skills. During the Second World War they came under the jurisdiction of the military despite being civilians. Information on the VADs can be found at the Imperial War Museum and service records can be found by writing to:

British Red Cross Museum and Archives

44 Moorfields

London

EC2Y 9AL 

enquiry@redcross.org.uk
Journals

Matrons, Assistant Matrons, Superintendents and nursing leaders are often named in the nursing press. Historical journals can help to trace awards, military postings, promotions, obituaries etc. One of the oldest journals we hold is available to browse online: British Journal of Nursing / Nursing Record 1888-1956.
Nurses’ Leagues

The first nurses’ league was formed in 1899 as an association for the trained nurses of St Bartholomew’s Hospital. It was a great success and many of the larger hospitals still have leagues, which publish a regular magazine or have a website for alumni to keep in touch. 
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