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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. RCN annual international nursing research conference - call for abstracts: only 1 week to go

24 - 27 March 2009, Cardiff, Wales

Keynote speakers
i) Mr David C Benton FRCN, CEO, International Council of Nurses, Geneva, Switzerland
ii) Professor Margaret B Harrison, Queen University, Ontario, Canada
iii) Professor Dame Jill Macleod Clark FRCN, University of Southampton, England, UK
iv) Professor Martin McKee, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, England, UK

Contact: Kathryn Clark
Email: kathryn.clark@rcn.org.uk 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/research2009

Abstract deadline: 3 November 2008


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN 2009 annual international nursing research conference - Marjorie Simpson New Researcher Award

The award is available to new or inexperienced researchers, currently undertaking a postgraduate course of study leading to a higher degree (MSc, MPhil, PhD). The award is a free place at the RCN annual international nursing research conference, and will cover the cost of the conference fees, conference accommodation and up to 100GBP travel costs.

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/rs/research2009/msnra 

Closing date for applications: 31 October 2008


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) and the Royal College of Nursing

Call for expert input: the RCN is seeking experts to participate in the review of draft consultation documents from NICE.  NICE is proposing to develop national guidance for the following topics:

Clinical guidelines

i) neuropathic pain - clinical guidelines 
ii) ovarian cancer - clinical guideline 
iii) heart failure (chronic) - update of clinical guideline 
iv) colorectal cancer - clinical guidelines

Health technology appraisals

i) Aliteretinoin for treatment of chronic eczema 
ii) Capectitabine for treatment of pancreatic cancer 
iii) Dasatinib and nilotinib for the treatment of chronic myeloid leukaemia 
iv) larotaxel for pancreatic cancer 
v) lenalidomide for treatment of multiple myeloma 
vi) Mifamurtide for the treatment of osteosarcoma 
vii) nilotinib for myeloid leukaemia 
viii) pemetrexed for first line treatment of non-small cell lung cancer 
ix) rituximab for treatment of leukaemia 
x) sorafenib for heptocellular cancer 
xi) sunitib for treatment of gastro tumours 
xii) tenofovir for treatment of hepatitis B 
xiii) topotecan for for second line treatment of lung cancer 
xiv) Vascular disease - clopidogrel and dipyridamole 

Public health

i) prevention of type 2 diabetes mellitus 
ii) Promoting the social and emotional wellbeing of children aged 0-4 years in the home 
iii) Effective weight management for mothers following childbirth 
iv) Promoting the social and emotional wellbeing of children aged 0-4 years in pre-school settings 
v) Preventing and reducing HIV transmission among men who have sex with men: guidance for sexual health services 
vi) Preventing unintentional injuries in the home among children under 15 
vii) Preventing unintentional injuries on the road among children under 15 
viii) Preventing unintentional injuries outside the home among children under 15 
ix) Reducing infant mortality among children born to women aged under 20 and living in disadvantaged circumstances

The RCN relies on members' input to ensure a robust nursing input for these national guidance. Please contact Caroline Rapu if you would like to be involved in this work.

Contact: Caroline Rapu
Email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk 


	Research Funding

	4. The Barbers' Company Clinical Nursing Scholarship

To enable nurses in clinical nursing to undertake further education, research or a clinical project.  The Scholarship of up to 5,000GBP is offered for the fees or subsistence of a nurse normally undertaking a taught Masters' programme relevant to nursing or research, in an academic department in the United Kingdom or at an approved academic department of nursing overseas.  Applicants should submit a 500-word outline on the course/research/project and its intended application together with their CV to: The Barbers' Company Scholarship, RCN Research Institute, School of Health and Social Studies, University of Warwick, Coventry  CV4 7AL.  For more information contact

Paul Kent, PA to the Director RCN RI
Tel: +44 (0)24 761 50618
Email: p.d.kent@warwick.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications is 28 February 2009.


	Current Research Commissions

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME) programme

As part of the developing NIHR/MRC strategy for health research, the NIHR EME programme invites proposals for 'science driven' studies that: 
* evaluate clinical efficacy of interventions (where proof of concept in humans has already been achieved);
* add significantly to our understanding of biological or behavioural mechanisms and processes; 
* explore new scientific or clinical principles; 
* include the development or testing of new methodologies. 

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

The deadline for applications is 1 December 2008.

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - Research on generalist services for people at the end of life. 
The NIHR SDO programme invites proposals for empirical research on generalist services for people at the end of life and a systematic review of the literature on place of death. It is anticipated that up to three empirical research projects will be commissioned, with funding up to a maximum of 475,000GBP per project. Funding of up to 100,000GBP is available for a systematic literature review of one year duration. 

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

The closing date for applications is 4 December 2008. 

	7. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme - Technological Innovation Adoption 

The NIHR SDO programme invites proposals for an empirical study that will examine specific and contemporary case studies of technology adoption in the NHS. The study is expected to examine the organisational processes on specific aspects of technology adoption and demonstrate how the findings of such research are more generally applicable to other NHS organisations. A maximum of 475,000GBP funding is available for one project of up to three years duration.

Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/calls_for_proposals.aspx 

The closing date for applications is 11 December 2008


	Fellowships/Studentships

	8. Strategic PhD Studentships 2009/10, School of Nursing, Midwifery & Social Work, University of Manchester

The School of Nursing, Midwifery & Social Work invites applications for these 6 PhD studentships commencing in October 2009. Funding will provide full support for the UK/EU tuition fee and a tax-free annual stipend of 13,290GBP.

i) Improving care and outcomes for patients with cystic fibrosis related diabetes: developing online self-management support 
ii) Concordant relationships between patients with hypertension and health care professionals: myth or reality
iii) Developing a public health information intervention to support early diagnosis of lung cancer 
iv) Patient and family carers' constructions of quality supportive and palliative home care 
v) The exploration of the heath needs of younger individuals with osteoarthritis: A qualitative study 
vi) Conceptualising quality of life for people with OCD and their carers

Website: http://www.mhs.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/funding/facultystudentships/

Deadline for receipt of applications: 28 November 2008


	Research Policy/Strategy

	9. King's College London National Nursing Research Unit Policy+

Policy+ is a publication from the National Nursing Research Unit which aims to deliver brief overviews of evidence related to current policies affecting the nursing workforce in England, the wider United Kingdom and the rest of the world.  It's aim is to make research evidence more readily available in an easily digested format for: policy makers; policy implementors; practitioners; the general public. Recent topics include: 

i) Issue 12. Can you measure nursing? This edition of Policy+ explores measures of the quality of nursing care. It is based on a report from the NNRU "State of the Art Metrics for Nursing: a rapid appraisal". Drawing on a range of existing sets of indicators and systematic reviews linking aspects of nursing to patient outcomes we examine whether or not we are in a position to begin to routinely measure nursing in a way which would allow comparison between institutions and facilitate accountability for the quality of care 'from ward to board'…
ii) Issue 13. High quality nursing care - what is it and how can we best ensure it's delivery? The Next Stage Review High quality care for all places quality at the heart of the NHS. Nurses are in a powerful position to improve the quality of care, the experience of patients, and health outcomes across health services. Here we summarise key aspects of the recent National Nursing Research Unit report, Nurses in Society: starting the debate and supporting evidence 1-3. The stimulus for the report was the Next Stage Review and the sense that there is unacceptable variation in the quality of care. Here we consider what high quality nursing care is, the challenges facing the nursing profession regarding the nurse of the future, and suggest ways in which the profession can better ensure high quality care for all.

These two Policy+ publications were published to coincide with the launch of two reports on 15 October 2008: "Nurses in Society: starting the debate" and "State of the art metrics for nursing: a rapid appraisal".

Website: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/nursing/nnru/policy 


	Research Governance/Ethics

	10. New Declaration of Helsinki

The World Medical Association has published a new version of the  Declaration of Helsinki. The 2008 version is now the only official one; all previous versions have been replaced and should not be used or cited except for historical purposes.

Website: http://www.wma.net/e/policy/b3.htm 


	Consultations Documents

	11. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) consultations

NICE expects to consult on the following documents:

Consultations:
i) Management of long-term sickness and incapacity for work: consultation on the additional evidence (20 October - 17 November 2008)
ii) Diarrhoea and vomiting in children under 5: consultation on the draft guideline (14 October - 8 December 2008)
iii) Breast cancer (advanced or metastatic) - lapatinib: appraisal consultation (14 October - 4 November 2008)
iv) Contraceptive services for socially disadvantaged young people: consultation on the draft scope (13 October - 10 November 2008)
v) Chronic heart failure (partial update): draft scope consultation (13 October 2008 - 14 November 2008)
vi) Contraceptive services for socially disadvantaged young people - draft scope consultation (13 October 2008 - 10 November 2008)
vii) Type 2 diabetes newer agents: consultation on the draft guidance (8 October - 5 November 2008)
viii) The revised NICE public health process and methods manuals: consultation on the 2008 drafts (1 October 2008 - 2 January 2009)
ix) Low back pain: consultation on the draft guideline (1 October - 26 November 2008)
x) Glaucoma: consultation on the draft guideline (29 September - 24 November 2008)
xi) Schizophrenia (update): consultation on the draft guideline (23 September - 17 November 2008)

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/getinvolved/currentniceconsultations/current_nice_consultations.jsp 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	12. Bandolier 

Bandolier use evidence-based medicine techniques to provide advice about particular treatments or diseases for healthcare professionals and consumers. The impetus behind Bandolier was to find information about evidence of effectiveness (or lack of it), and put the results forward as simple bullet points of those things that worked and those that did not: a bandolier with bullets. Information comes from systematic reviews, meta-analyses, randomised trials, and from high quality observational studies. Each month PubMed and the Cochrane Library are searched for systematic reviews and meta-analyses published in the recent past. For other web content (such as the specialist resource areas) we search over all times, and where necessary, do systematic reviews ourselves. Other types of information, like large epidemiological studies, may be included if they shed important light on a topic.

This month Bandolier updates evidence about addictions, focussing on what works and how difficult it can be to stop, all from recent and updated systematic reviews. Newly written for Bandolier for September/October 08.

i) Duloxetine: painful diabetic neuropathy and fibromyalgia
ii) Pregabalin for neuropathic pain
iii) Antidepressants for neuropathic pain - 2008
iv) Antidepressants for fibromyalgia
v) Amitriptyline for fibromyalgia - 2008 update
vi) Exercise for fibromyalgia syndrome - 2007 update
vii) Non-pharmacological treatments for fibromyalgia
viii) Hydrotherapy for fibromyalgia

Bandolier's risk collection

i) 2008 review paper on risk presentation
ii) Lifestyle risk perspective
iii) Diabetes risk
iv) Stillbirth risk
v) Risk of dying of dementia
vi) Risk of death from a meteorite
vii) Risk of death from an ambulance accident
viii) Risk of dying abroad 
ix) Risk of death from shark attack

Contact: Maura Moore
Tel: +44 1865 226132
Email: Bandolier@pru.ox.ac.uk
Website: http://www.medicine.ox.ac.uk/bandolier/ 

	13. The Centre for Reviews and Dissemination (CRD)

CRD is part of the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) and is a department of the University of York. CRD, which was established in 1994, is one of the largest groups in the world engaged exclusively in evidence synthesis in the health field. The Centre comprises experienced health researchers, medical information specialists, health economists and a dissemination team.

CRD undertakes systematic reviews evaluating the research evidence on health and public health questions of national and international importance. The findings of CRD reviews are widely disseminated and have impacted on health care policy and practice, both in the UK and internationally.

We produce the DARE, NHS EED and HTA databases which are used extensively by health professionals, policy makers and researchers around the world. We also undertake methods research and produce internationally accepted guidelines for undertaking systematic reviews.

The Centre's role in developing research evidence to support decision making in policy and practice was highlighted in the 2006 Government national research strategy Best Research for Best Health. In addition, CRD was recognised by the Lancet (2006) as part of NHS R&D's most important contribution to the UK science base, namely building systematic review capacity and promulgating systematic reviews as a global public good. 

New reports include: 

i) Report 39 - Population tobacco control interventions and their effects on social inequalities in smoking (2008).
ii) Report 38 - Systematic review of the effects of interventions for people bereaved by suicide (2008). 

Access the latest records added to our databases

View our publications

See our list of projects

Website: http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/index.htm 

	14. Canadian Health Services Research Foundation (CHSRF): Insight and Action publications and other resources

Each issue of Insight and Action is based on a timely and relevant question, and links those who practice knowledge transfer and exchange in health services with some of the most relevant research in that area. Each issue also summarizes a variety of key resources and provides references for further reading.

This month's featured resources: Issue 46 (16 Oct 08)

i) Measuring the impact of research: what do we know? (Part I)

Key messages
* A common reason for measuring the impact of research is to demonstrate accountability, but results of measuring can also be used to guide improvements in research and programming. 
* Health research impacts generally include: knowledge production; research capacity-building; informed decision-making; health and health sector benefits; and economic benefits. 
* Among some of the widely used methods for measuring the benefits from research are bibliometric analysis, economic rate of return, peer review, case studies, logic modelling, and benchmarking. Taking a multi-indicator, multi-method approach is advised. 

Website: http://www.chsrf.ca/other_documents/insight_action/index_e.php 

	15. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance - October 2008

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales:

Clinical guidelines
i) Surgical site infection

Patient Safety Guidance
None

Technology appraisals
i) Chronic pain - spinal cord stimulation

Public health
i) Mental health and older people

Interventional procedures
None

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byDate 


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	16. Change Champions Toolkit Seminar: "Transitional care for older people: making a difference"

26 - 27 March 2009, Sydney, NSW, Australia

An increasing number of speakers are being attracted from the UK. The conference organisers encourage potential UK speakers to contact them, as, depending on the quality of the paper, airfares and accommodation may be negotiated.

Contact: Char Weeks Tel: +61 (2) 4963 5150
Email: change.champions@bigpond.com
Website: http://www.changechampions.com.au/call-for-papers

Abstract deadline: 31 October 2008

	17. RCN Sexual Health Forum conference and exhibition

20 June 2009, London, England

Contact: Mirka Ferdosian, RCN Events Organiser
Tel: 020 7647 3583
Email: mirka.ferdosian@rcn.org.uk
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/events 

Abstract deadline: 5 January 2009


	Events

	18. Royal College of Nursing North West and Wirral University Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust conference, "The culture of cancer: innovations in cancer care"

14 November 2008, Wirral, England

Keynote speakers include Dr Peter Carter OBE, RCN General Secretary and Chief Executive; Dame Gill Oliver, Senior Governor, Clatterbridge Centre for Oncology NHS Foundation Trust; Pat Higgins, 
Network Director, Merseyside and Cheshire Cancer Network

Contact: Karen Johnstone, Secretary to Michael Monaghan, Director of Nursing and Midwifery
Tel: 0151 604-7240

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/north_west/innovations_in_cancer_care 

	19. RCN conference, "Moving technology into practice: A day in the Bay"

11 March 2009, Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff Bay, Wales

This event focuses on the outstanding work of Dr Norma Lang who is an internationally renowned expert in establishing methods to measure nursing quality and a pioneer in the field of quality assurance in nursing. Her nursing quality model has been adopted in the United States, Canada, Australia and the UK. Dr Lang also led the development of ICNP, the ground-breaking international classification system that serves as a common tool to describe and compare nursing practice.

Contact: Pat Anslow, RCN Events Co-ordinator
Tel: 029 2054 6492
Email: pat.anslow@rcn.org.uk

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/e-health

	20. International Child Health Group in association with Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health annual Winter meeting, "Improving maternal, newborn and early infant health in low income countries."

20 November 2008, Sheffield, England

Contact: Sally Sterland
Tel: 0117 3310899
Email: sally.sterland@bristol.ac.uk 

Website: http://www.ichg.org.uk/ 


