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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) 2008 - Extra investment in nursing research can reap even more excellence

Commenting on the results for the Nursing and Midwifery subject unit of the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise (RAE 2008), Professor Ann Topping, Deputy Chair of the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) Research Society, said, 

"These results show the benefits that even modest investment in high quality nursing and midwifery research can achieve. This kind of work enables a better understanding of the needs of patients and their carers. Since the last assessment, the UK has many more active nurse researchers of a national and indeed, international standing with standards continuing to rise. A lot of hard work has been put into the high quality research that's been entered into the RAE 2008. These individuals and those less visible nurse researchers who are returned in other subjects have made a significant contribution to fostering high quality interdisciplinary research. We also commend the extraordinary work undertaken by the RAE Panel in this subject area. Having been invited to recommend RAE panel members, we would like to congratulate them on the rigour and diligence they applied to this task. The calibre of the RAE Panel reflects the development of research leadership capacity amongst the profession."

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news 

Website: http://www.rae.ac.uk/pubs/2008/01/ 


	RCN Research Society 

	2. RCN annual international nursing research conference - International Scientific Advisory Panel (ISAP)

24 - 27 March 2009, Cardiff, Wales

On behalf of the RCN Research Society, Scientific Committee of the RCN 2009 annual international nursing research conference, RCN Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre and RCN Events, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those members of the international scientific advisory panel who reviewed abstracts for the 2009 conference. Details of those ISAP members can be found on the conference website.

Contact: Kathryn Clark
Email: kathryn.clark@rcn.org.uk 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/research2009/isap 


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. Research Assistant, Patient Care Research and Innovation Centre at the Institute of Child Health and Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children

Salary: 24,877GBP per annum on grade 6 of the UCL salary scales. The post is funded for 24 months.

Applications are invited for the position of Research Assistant to work on a Dimbleby Cancer Care Research supported project entitled "An exploration of parents' and professionals' roles in sharing illness and treatment information with children who have cancer".

Website: http://www.ich.ucl.ac.uk/ich/humanresources/ 

Closing date for applications: 5 January 2009

	4. Professor of Nursing or Professor of Midwifery, University College London Institute for Women's Health

The NIHR CBRC (Comprehensive Biomedical Research Centre) at UCL/UCLH has funded a new Chair of Nursing or Midwifery which will be based in the UCL IfWH (Institute for Women's Health) and linked with PCRIC (Patient Care Research & Innovation Centre) at UCL/UCLH and GOSH. We are seeking to appoint an outstanding individual to provide leadership for the expansion of nursing and midwifery research.

Website: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/hr/vacancies/adverts/G549

Closing date for applications: 16 January 2009

	5. Research Fellow, Centre for Health & Social Care Research, Sheffield Hallam University

Salary 30,594 - 34,435GBP per annum. The post is for a fixed period of 2 years.

We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated Research Fellow to join a team of experienced researchers working in the area of new role development. You will be involved in taking forward a 2 year research study funded by the Burdett Trust for Nursing which is examining the impact that nurse consultants have on patient and professional outcomes. You will have the opportunity to contribute to all stages of the research process, including project management, undertaking literature reviews, completing case study visits employing interview and focus group methods, data analysis and producing practical guidance and research reports and dissemination of findings. The post holder will be encouraged and supported to develop their research expertise through working in a vibrant research community. Applications for secondments from NHS or other organisations are welcomed.

For informal enquiries regarding this post please contact Professor Kate Gerrish, Tel: 0114 225 5497, email: k.gerrish@shu.ac.uk 

Website: http://ntmizar.adc.shu.ac.uk/HR/Vacancies/Research/Research%20Adverts/HWB32208.asp

Closing date for applications: 19 January 2009

	6. NIHR Clinical Academic Training Pathway for Nurses, Midwives and Allied Health Professions: Invitation to Tender for Funding for Masters Degree Places in Clinical Research

The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) and the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) for England, in Collaboration with Economics and Social Research Council (ESRC) and Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) are establishing a major new initiative to boost clinical academic careers for nurses, midwives and allied health professionals. Funding has been secured to implement a number of research training schemes which, collectively, will offer a comprehensive clinical academic training pathway. The schemes will offer four levels of integrated training:

i) Masters in Research (MRes) or Masters in Clinical Research
ii) Doctorate Research (not professional doctorate)
iii) Clinical Lectureship
iv) Senior Academic Clinical Lectureship

An implementation group has been established.  The implementation group is developing transparent application processes to establish the schemes which are being launched in open competition. The NIHR and the CNO are pleased to invite tenders for funding to deliver Masters Degree places in Clinical Research.

Website: http://www.nccrcd.nhs.uk/news/nihrcatpathway 

Closing date for applications: 21 January 2009

	7. Peer reviewers, National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Programmes

The easiest way to register your interest as a peer reviewer is to register on our website.  All of the programmes at the Central Commissioning Facility actuallly have access to this database, however, if you would prefer only to peer review for a specific programme (e.g. Research for Patient Benefit) you can state this in the same text box as your expertise are placed in the registration page.   To register please follow the steps below:

The website address is: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk

* Click on the "registration" icon on the left hand side of the screen
* Enter the institution postcode and click on the "find institution" button
* Select the address if it is there by clicking in the box and then click on the "use selected address" button
* If the address is not there, scroll down the page and click on the "continue" button
* Complete all the mandatory boxes
* Click the "submit" button at the bottom of the page

An email will be sent to your account confirming registration.

Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk


	Current Research Commissions

	8. Medical Research Council (MRC) administered award - Lifelong health and wellbeing phase 2

Lifelong Health and Wellbeing (LLHW) is a major cross-council initiative supporting multi-disciplinary research addressing factors across the life course that influences healthy ageing and wellbeing in later life. The Research Councils in partnership with the UK Health Departments invite applications for phase 2 of LLHW.

The focus of the call is to drive forward innovative high quality multi-disciplinary research in highlighted priority areas that would not usually be supported through existing funding schemes. Proposals are welcome in the following research priority areas:

* Mental capital, mental health and wellbeing
* Markers for the ageing process
* Interactions between determinants of healthy ageing
* Interventions that promote healthy ageing and independence in later life

Website: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Fundingopportunities/Calls/LLHW/index.htm

Closing date for applications: 14 January 2009 (Collaborative Development Networks) and 12 February 2009 (LLHW Collaborative Grants)


	Consultations Documents

	9. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) consultations

NICE expects to consult on the following documents:

Consultations:
i) The revised NICE public health process and methods manuals: consultation on the 2008 drafts (1 October 2008 - 2 January 2009)
ii) Influenza - zanamivir, amantadine and oseltamivir (review): final appraisal determination (8 December 2008 - 9 January 2009) 
iii) When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation (16 December 2008 - 10 February 2009)
iv) Review of the specification for manufacturer sponsor submission of evidence: consultation (3 December 2008 - 3 March 2009)
v) Review of the single and the multiple technology appraisal processes: consultation (3 December 2008 - 3 March 2009)

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/getinvolved/currentniceconsultations/current_nice_consultations.jsp


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	10. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance - December 2008

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales:

Clinical guidelines
None

Patient Safety Guidance
None

Technology appraisals
i) Hyperuricaemia - febuxostat
ii) Ulcerative colitis for acute exacerbation - infliximab

Public health
None

Interventional procedures
None

Website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byDate 


