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Presenter: Liam O’Toole

Title: The changing research environment: opportunities and challenges

Biography

Dr Liam O’Toole is Chief Executive of the UK Clinical Research Collaboration (UKCRC) 

The UKCRC is a partnership of organisations delivering a broad programme of work to transform the environment for clinical research in the UK and establish the UK as a world leader in clinical research. Through co-ordinated working the UKCRC Partners are building up the infrastructure for clinical research in the NHS, developing an expert research workforce, streamlining the regulatory and governance environment, co-ordinating research funding and building incentives for research in the NHS. The Partnership includes the main UK funding bodies, academia, the NHS, regulators, industry and patients.

Before taking on his current role with the UKCRC Liam was the first Administrative Director of the National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) which is a partnership of the main funders of cancer research in the UK. The NCRI has been instrumental in facilitating a number of high profile joint initiatives to enhance cancer research in the UK and is regarded as a successful and dynamic partnership organisation. This model of partnership working was used as a model for the establishment of the UKCRC.

Prior to working with the UKCRC and NCRI Liam had 16 years experience of research management in the public and charity sectors. He is currently also Interim Director of the Office for Strategic Co-ordination of Health Research.
