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RCN Quality and Safety e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Quality Standards and Innovation Unit at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects health care improvement. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]If you would like to learn more about Clinical Governance related issues visit the Clinical Governance Online Resource at: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance

You can also keep up-to date with the RCN Quality and Safety e-Bulletin, via the social bookmarking tool Delicious: http://delicious.com/clinicalgovernance

This Bulletin was sent out on 6th October 2011
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RCN highlights

*** RCN Principles of Nursing Practice roadshows – London ***
The RCN is holding Principles of Nursing Practice roadshows around the country. These events will help you to gain an invaluable and practical understanding of how the Principles can be used in your workplace and how you can become a Principles of Nursing Practice Champion.
For more information about these roadshows see
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_principles_of_nursing_practice_roadshows 
Further information and booking form: http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/398405/Principles_2011_-_flyer_for_roadshows.pdf 
Draft programme: http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0018/404712/PNP_HQ_event_draft_prog_15_09_11.docx 

RCN: RCN warns of rising pressure as staff cuts mount. The RCN has revealed that one in 20 UK nurses expects to be made redundant during the next 12 months. The RCN’s employment survey shows that around 15,000 nurses and health care assistants in the NHS expect to lose their jobs, with a further seven per cent expecting to be downbanded and six per cent working reduced hours. The RCN says this survey shows that frontline services are not being protected.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_warns_of_rising_pressure_as_staff_cuts_mount 

RCN Annual report now available. The annual report is released to support the RCN’s annual general meeting, which is taking place in the College’s headquarters in London on Wednesday 26 October. 
Annual report: http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/406057/004161.pdf 
News: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/annual_report_is_now_online
RCN AGM 2011: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/agm/2011

RCN response to the Open Public Services White Paper. This document forms the RCN’s response to the Government’s Open Public Services White Paper. The full response includes an executive summary, responses to individual chapters and references to the consultation survey carried out by the RCN.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/407153/004185.pdf


A. Quality and Safety: general

BBC Health: NHS plans ‘risk irreparable harm’. The overhaul of the NHS in England will cause irreparable harm, according to leading public health doctors.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-15158292 

DH: How is the Department of Health changing? The modernisation of the health and social care system means that the Department of Health is also changing to reflect its new responsibilities and priorities. As the system leader, DH will be responsible for improving people’s health and wellbeing through its stewardship of the adult social care, public health and NHS systems. The Department will shape and lead the new health and care system but will no longer be the headquarters of the NHS, nor will it directly manage any NHS organisations. http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/dh-change/  

Guardian Society: NHS waiting times increase for diagnostic tests. A growing number of patients are not receiving tests such as x-rays and scans within the recommended six weeks. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/oct/05/nhs-waiting-times-increase-tests 
DH: Diagnostics. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm 

Health in Wales: £288 million extra for NHS in Wales. The Welsh Government draft budget contains an additional £288million for the NHS in Wales over the next three years. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20414 

Regulation and Quality Improvement Authority (RQIA): RQIA Corporate Strategy 2012-15. Sets key priorities and strategic objectives for the RQIA in Northern Ireland for 2012-2015.
http://www.rqia.org.uk/publications/consultation_documents_2012-15.cfm 

Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP): Consultation on developing integrated care. The College is consulting on what integration means for general practice and general practitioners (GPs) in order to develop a policy that can guide decision making and service design, and is interested in hearing about experiences of being part of integrated care services and different models. The deadline for responses is 4 November 2011. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/policy/government_reforms/integration_of_care.aspx 

Scottish Government: Scottish Government. Scottish Health Survey 2010 - Volume 1: Main report. The 2008-2011 Scottish Health Survey was commissioned by the Scottish Government Health Directorates. It is the continuation of a series of surveys aimed at monitoring health in Scotland. During 2005 and 2006 a comprehensive review of the survey was carried out by the then Scottish Executive. One of the key recommendations to emerge from the review was that the survey should be carried out on a more frequent basis.
Main report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/27084018/0 
Summary of key findings: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/22144303/0 
Technical report, (Vo. 2): http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/27124046/0 


B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques 

4Children: Suffering in silence. A report from the national charity, 4Children, says a chronic lack of awareness of the symptoms of postnatal depression is leading to as many as 35,000 women suffering in silence from the condition each year with devastating effects on their families. This is despite the NICE guidelines which call for effective and timely treatment.
Report. http://www.4children.org.uk/uploads/information/Suffering-in-Silence.pdf 
News. http://www.4children.org.uk/information/show/ref/2700 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Innovations Exchange: Smoking cessation programmes. American tools and innovations providing practical approaches for treating tobacco dependence in the clinical setting and for achieving tobacco-free hospitals and health systems. http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/issue.aspx 

Better Info better lives: For people with learning disabilities and carers, this website, developed by the Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability with support from NHS Education contains accessible social care information for people with learning disabilities, their families and people who work with them. The website has lots of information on services and support and all the information is easy to understand. The information is available in a variety of accessible formats including easy read, plain English, audio and video. http://www.betterinfo.org.uk/

Care Inspectorate: Interim Policy on Peripatetic Managers in Day Care of Children Services. The interim policy has been written to outline circumstances where the Care Inspectorate will consider the application of a peripatetic manager in services.
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_details&gid=518&Itemid=719 

Care Quality Commission (CQC): Regulatory fees scheme consultation. The CQC has launched a consultation on the changes they propose to make to the fees that providers of health and social care services should pay in 2012/13. These fees will be used to cover their work to register and monitor providers’ compliance with government standards of quality and safety.
http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=37645&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS): Review of Maternity services in Northern Ireland. The DHSSPS has launched a consultation on a draft maternity strategy for Northern Ireland. The strategy contains a number of proposals, which, if implemented, will significantly change how maternity services are delivered in the future. The draft strategy aims to provide women, professionals, commissioners and policy makers with a clear pathway for maternity services from preconceptual care through to postnatal care. This draft strategy is out for a three month consultation from 28 September to 23 December 2011.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/showconsultations?txtid=51370

DH: Food supplements: guidance and FAQs. The responsibility for legislation on food supplements in England transferred from the Food Standards Agency to the Department Health on 1 October 2010.  The following guidance and summary documents have been updated to reflect this change and update references. The changes to the presentation of the documents do not represent a revision in the approach to guidance on the legislation. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130237 

DH: Preparations for winter planning and reporting 2011/12. Dear Colleague letter outlining the eight areas that particularly need to be addressed and prepared for. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130268 

Dr Foster Intelligence: Update on plans for the Hospital Guide 2011 and the publication of the Summary Hospital-level Mortality Indicator. Following feedback from customers and in line with Dr Foster’s Customer Promise, this year’s Hospital Guide will feature indicators currently used widely across Dr Foster’s tools and services. These fall into the following broad categories: Mortality; Readmissions; Spotlight on treatment of fractured neck of femur, stroke, repair of abdominal aortic aneurysm and orthopaedics; Measures of efficiency; Patient safety. http://drfosterintelligence.co.uk/2011/09/30/update-on-plans-for-the-hospital-guide-2011-and-the-publication-of-the-summary-hospital-level-mortality-indicator/ 

Gut Check: Preventive screenings are some of the most effective weapons in the fight against cancer. But emerging technologies and new, sometimes conflicting evidence about which screening options are most effective, can lead to confusion for patients. This suite of tools aims to help address these issues. (American) http://gutcheck.nci.nih.gov/ 

Health in Wales: New independent body to review Health Board plans.  An independent group of clinicians will be established to review proposals submitted by the local NHS to modernise health services in their areas. The National Clinical Forum – will give independent advice to Local Health Boards on their plans to ensure that they stand up to clinical best practice and delivered services of the highest quality. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20345 

Health in Wales: Welsh pharmacy pilots prove a success in rural communities. Three pharmacy pilots which aimed to address key themes of the Rural Health plan in Wales have now been evaluated by the Pharmaceutical Public Health Team in Public Health Wales. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20314 

Health in Wales: Child Measurement Programme for Wales begins. The Child Measurement Programme – a national programme run by Public Health Wales – will collect information on the heights and weights of all reception aged children in Wales. The results will be analysed by health professionals on a local and national level to try and identify trends and monitor the health of children in Wales. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20330
Child Measurement Programme for Wales. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/888/page/56237 

Health Services Management Centre, University of Birmingham: Organizational readiness for innovation in health care: some lessons from the recent literature. This paper, published in Health Services Management Research, recommends ways to increase the readiness of health-care organizations for innovation. Key organisational strategies for embedding innovation include: development of incentives; sophisticated knowledge management; interfunctional and interorganisational coordination and collaboration; and development of an innovation infrastructure.
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/HSMC/publications/2011/organisational-readiness-health-care.pdf 

Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP): Digest of peer-reviewed clinical audit reports launched. A listing of published studies of audit practice found in peer reviewed journals, where the study shows the whole audit cycle and the impact of audit on practice or outcomes. 
http://www.hqip.org.uk/digest-of-peer-reviewed-clinical-audit-reports/ 

HQIP: Assessing quality in national clinical audit' guidance goes live. ‘This guide is aimed primarily at those setting up and running national audits and clinical databases in the UK, to enable them to assess their current or intended project against various indicators of quality, and thus enable their audit to be of maximum utility and value.’
http://www.hqip.org.uk/assessing-quality-in-national-clinical-audit-guidance-goes-live/ 

Implementation Science: Validity and usefulness of members reports of implementation progress in a quality improvement initiative: findings from the Team Check-Up Tool (TCT). Team-based interventions are effective for improving safety and quality of healthcare. "The TCT demonstrates good measurement reliability, validity, and responsiveness...QI teams participating in an intervention should also find data from a validated tool useful for identifying opportunities to improve their own implementation". http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/115/abstract 

Improving Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT): IAPT services for under 18's. The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to those working in IAPT services, as well as commissioners and providers of services, regarding working with under 18 year olds. The need for this guidance has arisen following reports from the British Association for Behavioural and Cognitive Psychotherapies (BABCP) that its members were being approached by IAPT services to provide training for services working with children as young as 13 at the request of commissioners.
http://www.iapt.nhs.uk/news/working-with-under-18-year-olds-guidance-for-commissioners-iapt-service-providers-and-those-working-in-iapt-services/ 

King’s Fund: The role of mental health services in improving care for long-term conditions. Sessions from a conference based around the benefits from integrating mental and physical health care, especially for people with long-term conditions. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/events/past_events_catch_up/the_role_of_mental.html 

King’s Fund: Hugh Griffiths: Improving health outcomes for people with long-term conditions. In this audio clip Dr Hugh Griffiths, Acting National Clinical Director for Mental Health, Department of Health, outlines the key themes of the government’s mental health strategy for England and looks at how outcomes for people with physical and mental health conditions can be improved. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/multimedia/hugh_interview.html 

King’s Fund: Issues facing commissioners of end-of-life care. Using objective information and interviews with a small group of commissioners, managers and clinicians this paper outlines issues around the current commissioning of end-of-life care including funding and the existence of a range of different contract arrangements and outlines the difficulties facing commissioners - for example, difficulties in defining end of life, calculating costs, specifying expected outcomes. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/endoflife_care.html 

Knowledge Network: Learning Disabilities Portal. The portal provides information, resources and education for health and social care staff supporting children and adults with Learning Disabilities in Scotland. http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/home/portals-and-topics/learning-disabilities-portal.aspx 

National Horizon Scanning Centre (NHSC): The National Horizon Scanning Centre is funded by the National Institute for Health Research and aims to provide key policy makers with advance notice of selected new and emerging health technologies that might require evaluation, consideration of clinical and cost impacts, or modification of clinical guidance up to 2-3 years prior to launch on the National Health Service (NHS) in England. http://www.nhsc-healthhorizons.org.uk/ 

National Obesity Observatory (NOO): Standard Evaluation Framework data collection tool.
The tool has been developed to assist practitioners to collect standardised summary data from any weight management, diet or physical activity intervention. It will also help enable better understanding of the types of obesity and related interventions across the country.
http://www.noo.org.uk/core/eval_collection%20 

NOO: Child obesity statistics for PCT Clusters. A set of maps and charts illustrating the variation in child obesity and healthy weight across the new Primary Care Trust (PCT) clusters in England. It also illustrates the relationship between obesity prevalence and level of socicoeconomic deprivation, and describes the level of participation in the National Child Measurement Programme for all PCT clusters. http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_12547_NCMP_PCT_ClusterMaps.pdf 

NHS Confederation: Managing conflicts of interest in clinical commissioning groups. This paper provides guidance for clinical commissioning groups on how to manage potential conflicts of interests.
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/Guidance/Pages/Managing_conflicts_of_interest_in_CCGs.aspx 

NHS Improvement - Cancer Improvement: Survivorship: Living with and beyond cancer. Presentations from the ‘Adults with and beyond cancer prototype test community workshop’ held on 20 September 2011. http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/cancer/Home/AdultSurvivorship/Resources/ASWorkshops/20_September_2011/tabid/329/Default.aspx 

NHS Improvement -  Lung Improvement: COPD prevention and early identification digital platform.  The content of this digital platform has a two-pronged goal: to help reduce people’s risk-taking activities and encourage them to take up more health-enhancing behaviours (prevention), and to recognise the symptoms of lung disease and not to ignore them, but to seek a clinical assessment (early identification). http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/lung/PreventionandEarlyIdentification/tabid/154/Default.aspx
COPD toolkit.  http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/lung/PreventionandEarlyIdentification/LanguageandMessagingToolkit/tabid/162/Default.aspx
NHS Information Centre for health and social care: Personal Social Services Adult Social Care Survey, England – Provisional 2010-11. This survey is the first of its kind to cover all service users aged 18 and over receiving services funded wholly or in part by Social Services, and aims to learn more about whether or not the services are helping them to live safely and independently in their own home and the impact on their quality of life. 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/user-surveys/personal-social-services-adult-social-care-survey-england--provisional-2010-11

NHS London and London Health Programmes: Review of acute medicine and emergency general surgery services. The report sets out the need for change in hospital care for emergency patients and new clinical standards. Evidence put forward by leading clinicians suggests that increasing the number of hours hospital consultants are available at weekends and improving access to diagnostic scans could save more than 500 lives every year in London. http://www.londonhp.nhs.uk/review-of-acute-medicine-and-emergency-general-surgery-services/ 
Adult emergency services: case for change.  http://www.londonhp.nhs.uk/publications/adult-emergency-services/ 

Northern Ireland Executive: ‘UP4iT’ Family Health Initiative ‘Healthier Families, Healthier Choices’. Northern Ireland Health Minister Edwin Poots has launched a new initiative aiming to tackle the rising concern about childhood obesity.
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/de/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-270911-health-minister-launches.htm 

Nuffield Trust: Commissioning integrated care in a liberated NHS. The coalition Government’s NHS reforms provide a renewed emphasis on integrated care and highlight the key role of commissioners in bringing about improvements in the performance of the NHS. This report explores how commissioners can play a key role in developing more joined-up and efficient services.  There are accompanying videos. http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/commissioning-integrated-care-liberated-nhs 

Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC): Gluten-free food supply toolkit. Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee. Coeliac UK, PSNC and the NPA have published this toolkit for NHS commissioners outlining the business case for reviewing how they supply gluten-free foods for patients with coeliac disease.
http://www.psnc.org.uk/publications_detail.php/284/gluten_free_food_supply_toolkit

Public Health Wales: Delivering a healthier, happier and fairer Wales. The 2010/11 annual report has been presented to the Public Health Wales AGM. The development of performance measures was the basis of discussion in the final part of the AGM agenda.
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/888/news/20415 

Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE): Social care and clinical commissioning for people with long-term conditions. The Social Care Institute for Excellence in conjunction with the King's Fund has published 'Social care and clinical commissioning for people with long-term conditions'.  This briefing asks how clinical commissioners can secure best use of social care to maximise outcomes and improve patient experience, while ensuring efficient, affordable care into the future.  It summarises some of the ways in which working with adult social care can help clinical commissioning groups manage their new responsibilities.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/scie_commissioning.html 

Wales Audit Office: Food for thought. Following on from an audit of hospital catering across Wales published in March 2011, a Shared Learning Seminar was held on 14 September 2011. The seminar materials are made available in order to continue the exchange of good practice. http://www.wao.gov.uk/4286.asp 


C. Patient Safety

AHRQ: 20 tips to help prevent medical errors. Patient fact sheet. Medical errors can occur anywhere in the health care system: In hospitals, clinics, surgery centres, doctors' offices, nursing homes, pharmacies, and patients' homes. Errors can involve medicines, surgery, diagnosis, equipment, or lab reports. These tips tell what you can do to get safer care.
http://www.ahrq.gov/consumer/20tips.htm 

BMC Health Services Research: Safety Culture in the Maternity Units: a census survey using the Safety Attitudes Questionnaire. “Patient safety has been a priority for many societies and health care systems in the last decades. Identification of preventable risks and aversion of potentially unsafe situations and fatal complications in maternity units is life saving. The explicit need to focus on quality of care underpins the aim of the study to initially evaluate the safety culture and teamwork climate in the public Maternity Units of the 5 Regional Hospitals in Cyprus as measured by a validated safety attitudes tool”. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/11/238/abstract 

DH: Seasonal flu immunisation programme 2011/12 – Viroflu® vaccine and risk of fever in children under 5 years. This letter from Professor D M Salisbury, Director of Immunisation, provides advice to avoid use of Viroflu vaccine in children aged under five years because of an increased risk of fever.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130250 

DH: The Government's response to the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD), consideration of the anabolic steroids, dear colleague letter. The Government welcomes the ACMD's consideration of the anabolic steroids. The report provides a valuable overview of the available evidence regarding anabolic steroid use, associated physical and social harms, and provides cross cutting recommendations about how the Government should respond to this issue. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_129602

DH: European Antibiotic Awareness Day – 18 November 2011. This Dear colleague letter  seeks support from the NHS in promoting this annual event. The aim of the Europe-wide public health initiative is to tackle the rise in antibiotic resistance and encourage responsible use of antibiotics. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130322 

Health Protection Agency (HPA): HCAI Reporting within Independent Sector healthcare organisations. The third publication of tables of counts and rates of MRSA bacteraemia and CDI within reporting IS organisations.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1272032580726

Healthcare Improvement Scotland: HEI procedure for managing and escalating concerns (2011). This paper outlines the procedure for managing concerns raised during inspection activity or at other times. A concern may not only relate to an individual or single event, but also to the healthcare environment or an overall standard or practice. This paper also outlines the procedure for managing concerns relating to protecting children and vulnerable adults (safeguarding).
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/inspecting_and_regulating_care/hei_policies_and_procedures/hei_managing_concerns.aspx 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF): Rights, responsibilities, risk and regulation: Investigating risk in the lives of adults who use care and support. "Risk is part of everyday life. In the context of formal social care issues of risk taking and management, regulation and protection are often contested". JRF commissioned five scoping papers to inform their thinking in this exploration of the connected themes of rights, responsibilities, risk and regulation in the lives of younger and older adults who use care and support. The scoping papers are also made available. http://www.jrf.org.uk/work/workarea/rights-responsibilities-risk-regulation 

Journal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR): Quality of online pharmacies and websites selling prescription drugs: a systematic review.  “To enhance the benefits and minimize the risks of online pharmacies, a 2-level approach could be adopted. The first level should focus on policy, with laws regulating the phenomenon at an international level. The second level needs to focus on the individual. This approach should aim to increase health literacy, required for making appropriate health choices, recognizing risks and making the most of the multitude of opportunities offered by the world of medicine 2.0”. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e74/  

National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA): Eight new signals. These are: Risk of harm from ingestion of Vernagel; Risk of harm from acupuncture treatment including pneumothorax; Risk of harm from retained guidewires following central venous access; Risk of air embolism when removing central lines; Tracking subsequent removal of intentionally retained swabs; Risk of bowel obstruction post orthopaedic surgery’Ogilvie Syndrome’; Prevention of harm with alfacalcidol preparatios; Rapid deterioration in patients with Systemic Lupus Erythematosus. http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/

NHS IC: NHS Immunisation Statistics, England 2010-11.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/immunisation/nhs-immunisation-statistics-england-2010-11 

NHS IC: Provisional Accident & Emergency Quality Indicators for England. Experimental Statistics by provider for May 2011. This is the second publication of data on the Accident and Emergency (A&E) clinical quality indicators, drawn from A&E data within provisional Hospital Episode Statistics (HES).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/accident-and-emergency-hospital-episode-statistics-hes/provisional-accident-and-emergency-quality-indicators-for-england-experimental-statistics-by-provider-for-may-2011 
 
RCN: RCN safety reps set to highlight the importance of safe maintenance. RCN safety representatives are being reminded that the European Week of Safety and Health 2011 takes place next month. From 24 October, employers and safety representatives across Europe will be highlighting the importance of safe maintenance, the theme of this year’s campaign, which aims to encourage an integrated and structured approach to the maintenance of workplaces and equipment.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_safety_reps_set_to_highlight_the_importance_of_safe_maintenance 
RCN: Safety reps’ conference agenda now available.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/safety_reps_conference_agenda_now_available 

Royal College of Surgeons: The higher risk general surgical patient: towards improved care for a forgotten group. This report considers the significant variation in care experienced by the 170 thousand patients who have major emergency abdominal surgery each year. It makes nine detailed recommendations which, if implemented within two years, will reduce complications and deaths, as well as reduce the cost of treating a group of patients who account for almost 90 per cent of post-operative general surgical deaths. http://www.rcseng.ac.uk/news/address-variations-in-care-now-for-forgotten-patients-surgeons-tell-trusts 

Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS): Two new respiratory quick reference guides. The guides are aimed at pharmacists who are involved in delivering services and providing care to patients with asthma and COPD, and may be of particular use to community pharmacists delivering NMS and MURs in England. They provide a brief summary of the condition, causes, and explain how you can support patients to improve the management of symptoms and medicines adherence.
Supporting patients with asthma
http://www.rpharms.com/diseases-and-medical-conditions/asthma.asp 
Supporting patients with COPD
http://www.rpharms.com/diseases-and-medical-conditions/copd.asp 

SAaRIH - Safeguarding adults at Risk Information Hub: Northern Ireland’s SAaRIH (Safeguarding Adults at Risk Information Hub) Project has been established to develop an on-line central information resource for practitioners, managers, researchers, educators and policy makers (across all relevant disciplines and agencies and sectors) with an interest in adult safeguarding and protection. http://www.saarih.com/ 

World Health Organisation (WHO): New evidence of unsafe care from Latin America. ‘Findings from the Latin American Study of Adverse Events (IBEAS) are a reflection of the reality of many other hospitals in transitional countries across the globe: on a given day, 1 in 10 patients admitted to the participating hospitals were suffering from, or undergoing treatment for, a health care -related adverse event. The risk of suffering adverse events doubled if the entire hospital stay was considered. This evidence highlights the importance of addressing patient safety globally.’
http://www.who.int/patientsafety/research/country_studies/en/index.html 


D. Patient Focus

British Paediatric Surveillance Unit Executive Committee (BPSU): Patient and Public Involvement Evaluation. The child surveillance unit has published a review of Patient and Public Involvement. The processes for PPI in the research undertaken by the BPSU have been strengthened since 2006. These reports provide a review of these developments and how PPI has been adopted in studies currently on the BPSU Orange Card. http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/bpsu/ppi 

Centre for Public Scrutiny: Smoothing the way - Developing local healthwatch through lessons from local involvement networks - Key messages. The centre has gathered evidence which they feel provides “an extensive and credible picture of the development of LINks and of the lessons learned from their first three years of existence to contribute to the development of local Healthwatch”. This first publication is the key messages.  http://www.cfps.org.uk/news/cfps-news/?id=484 

FoNS Centre for Nursing Innovation project reports: Evaluation of patient adherence to healthy lifestyle post discharge from cardiac rehabilitation. “The results from this project show that at around 12 months post discharge, patients do seem to be adhering reasonably well to the lifestyle modifications made immediately following their cardiac event. Despite this there are several areas where patient knowledge of risk factors could be improved”.  http://www.fons.org/library/report-details.aspx?nstid=12470 

FoNS Centre for Nursing Innovation project report: Working in partnership with patients and families on a dementia assessment unit. Feedback from relatives and carers previously received in a Health and Social Care Trust in Northern Ireland had identified that care given was not always person centred, information was not always readily available and communication with staff could be improved. A workshop at which staff identified a common vision for care provision has led to the formation of an action plan and various improvement developments. http://www.fons.org/library/report-details.aspx?nstid=12471

JMIR: An online resource of digital stories about cancer genetics: qualitative study of patient preferences and information needs.  The Cancer Genetics Service for Wales (CGSW) was established in 1998 as an all-Wales service for individuals with concerns about their family history of cancer. The aims of the study were to explore how the long-term information and support needs of CGSW patients could be met and to assess whether an online bank of digital stories about cancer genetics would be acceptable to patients. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e78/ 

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR): Mental health researchers’ Toolkit for involving service users in the research process. A free to download, open access toolkit from the Mental Health Research Network offers practical guidance on ways of involving people with experience of mental health problems in their studies and trials.
http://www.mhrn.info/pages/mental-health-researchers-toolkit-for-involving-service-users-in-the-research-process.html

PALS: Government response to complaints report ‘quietly published’. PALS Online reports that the ‘command paper’ in response to the Health Select Committee inquiry into NHS complaints and litigation was published in mid-September. It is now available in the PALS Online resource library and an overview of the report is available.  http://www.pals.nhs.uk/cmsContentView.aspx?ItemId=2208  


E. e-Health

Cabinet Office: Major Projects Authority Programme Assessment review of the National Programme for IT. The MPA found that there have been substantial achievements which are now firmly established, such as the Spine, N3 Network, NHSmail, Choose and Book, Secondary Uses Service and Picture Archiving and Communications Service.  However, the review reported the National Programme for IT has not and cannot deliver to its original intent. http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/review-department-health-national-programme-it 

JMIR: Institutionalizing telemedicine applications: the challenge of legitimizing decision-making. "During the last decades a variety of telemedicine applications have been trialled worldwide. However, telemedicine is still an example of major potential benefits that have not been fully attained". This viewpoint aims to further the current debate on how to legitimise decision making about the institutionalisation of telemedicine applications on a large scale according to stated requirements and criteria. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e72/

JMIR: Bringing loyalty to E-health: theory validation using three internet-delivered interventions. The study aimed to propose and validate a conceptual model regarding user perceptions and e-loyalty within the field of eHealth. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e73/ 

JMIR: Factors influencing the use of a web-based application for supporting the self-care of patients with type 2 diabetes: a longitudinal study. The aim of this study was to explore the factors that influence the initial and long-term use of a Web-based application (DiabetesCoach) for supporting the self-care of patients with type 2 diabetes. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e71/ 

JMIR: Features of mobile diabetes applications: review of the literature and analysis of current applications compared against evidence-based guidelines. The study concluded that “while a wide selection of mobile applications seems to be available for people with diabetes, this study shows there are obvious gaps between the evidence-based recommendations and the functionality used in study interventions or found in online markets”. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e65/ 

JMIR: Development of a web-based survey for monitoring daily health and its application in an epidemiological survey.  The authors developed a health observation method based on self-reporting by participants via the Internet and validated the usefulness of the WDQH by its practical use in syndromic surveillance. http://www.jmir.org/2011/3/e66/  


F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques

BMC Health Services Research: Clinicians adopting evidence based guidelines: a case study with thromboprophylaxis. ‘Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) is a cause of hospital mortality and managing its morbidity is associated with significant expenditure. Uptake of evidenced based guideline recommendations intended to prevent VTE in hospital settings is sub-optimal. This study was conducted to explore clinicians' attitudes and the clinical environment in which they work to understand their reluctance to adopt VTE prophylaxis guidelines.’
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/11/240/abstract 

BMC Family Practice: Perceived barriers to guideline adherence: a survey among general practitioners. “Despite considerable efforts to promote and support guideline use, adherence is often suboptimal. Barriers to adherence vary not only across guidelines but also across recommendations within guidelines. The aim of this study was to assess the perceived barriers to guideline adherence among GPs by focusing on key recommendations within guidelines”.
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2296/12/98

BMC Public Health: DiAlert: a lifestyle education programme aimed at people with a positive family history of type 2 diabetes and overweight, study protocol of a randomised controlled trial. This study aims to develop and evaluate the effectiveness of a new lifestyle education programme 'DiAlert' targeted at 1st degree relatives of people with T2DM and overweight.
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/11/751/abstract 

BMJ Open: Evaluation of the incremental cost to the National Health Service of prescribing analogue insulin. The study concludes that "given the high marginal cost of analogue insulin, adherence to prescribing guidelines recommending the preferential use of human insulin would have resulted in considerable financial savings over the period". http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/1/2/e000258.full?sid=e2e8f542-e677-44d9-9ba3-bbd035dcdddf 
NICE news: http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/FollowingNICEGuidelinesForDiabetesTreatmentSaveNHS625m.jsp 

Implementation Science: What implementation interventions increase cancer screening rates? A systematic review. This review served as the evidentiary foundation for an implementation guideline and highlighted areas for additional research. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/111/abstract
Effective interventions to facilitate the uptake of breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening: An implementation guideline. Using established guideline development methodologies and the AGREE II as the methodological frameworks, the authors developed an implementation guideline to advise on interventions to increase the rate of breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/112/abstract 

JRF: Does income inequality cause health and social problems? This report provides an independent review of the evidence about the impact of inequality, paying particular attention to the evidence and arguments put forward in 'The Spirit Level' by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett (2009). http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/income-inequality-health-social-problems 

Medical Research Council (MRC): MRC Economic Impact Consultation. The MRC hopes to strengthen the understanding of the link between research and economic and societal impact. In order to do this, they are inviting researchers, policy makers and the public to provide their views on this topic via an online consultation. Comments can be submitted, using the online form by the 7th of October at the latest. http://www.mrc.ac.uk/About/Consultations/index.htm 

National Institute for Health Research Service Delivery and Organisation Programme: 111 Urgent Care Telephone Service. New research funded by the NIHR SDO programme is examining the work, workforce, technology and organisation context required to deliver the new 111 Urgent Care Telephone Service. The research team will use observation, informal interviews and focus groups with key stakeholders. The project will be completed by May 2013. http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/news051011.html 

National Prescribing Centre (NPC): Cochrane review suggests cautious approach when reducing blood glucose in type 2 diabetes. A Cochrane review of 20 randomised controlled trials (RCTs) found that intensive blood glucose control did not significantly reduce all-cause mortality or cardiovascular (CV) mortality, compared with conventional blood glucose control in people with type 2 diabetes. http://www.npc.nhs.uk/rapidreview/?p=4416 
Cochrane Library. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. Targeting intensive glycaemic control versus targeting conventional glycaemic control for type 2 diabetes mellitus. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2011, Issue 6. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD008143.pub2/abstract 

NPC: MeReC Monthly, Number 42, September 2011.
http://www.npc.nhs.uk/merec/resp/copd/merec_monthly_no42.php 

NHS Confederation: The influence of health services research on the NHS. Health services research (HSR) investigates how healthcare services can best be organised, financed and delivered. Translating the information gained through research into action is challenging but essential. This new briefing covers some key issues that challenge NHS clinicians and managers daily, such as patient safety and cost cutting, and looks at where HSR has addressed them. 
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/briefings/Pages/health-services-research.aspx 

NICE Clinical guidelines: Autism spectrum disorders in children and young people (CG128). This guideline covers the recognition, referral and diagnosis of autism in children and young people from birth up to 19 years. http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/CG128  
News: Set up “autism teams” to improve services for under-18s.  http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/SetUpAutismTeamsToImproveServicesForUnder-18sSaysNICE.jsp 

NICE Clinical guidelines: Multiple pregnancy (CG129). This clinical guideline offers evidence-based advice on the care of women with multiple pregnancies (twins and triplets) in the antenatal period. It should be read in conjunction with Antenatal care (NICE clinical guideline 62). http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG129 
News: Women giving birth to twins or triplets should be offered specialist care. .http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/WomenGivingBirthToTwinsOrTripletsShouldBeOfferedSpecialistCare.jsp 

NICE: Better information on unlicensed drugs for rare disease patients. NICE is to take responsibility for providing advice on unlicensed and off-label medicines for use in special circumstances. Under the new plans, NICE will commission expert assessments of the evidence on the use of off-label medicines, including in rare conditions, beginning in spring 2012. This will not constitute formal NICE guidance, but will be a summary of the available evidence on selected unlicensed drugs to inform local decision-making. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/BetterInformationOnUnlicensedDrugS.jsp 

NICE: Changes to the way you receive NICE guidance. From October 2011, all new guidance will be published in a range of formats on the NICE website. For the first time NICE Pathways versions of all  guidance will be available at the time of publication. NICE Pathways is the new way of providing quick and easy access to everything NICE has said on a topic. NICE will no longer be supplying or mailing printed copies of the guidance because of costs and difficulty in updating the printed versions. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/ChangesToTheWayYouReceiveNICEGuidance.jsp 

RAND Health Quarterly. This is an online journal that showcases the breadth and depth of RAND's health-related research. The work spans a wide range of health care, health services and global health topics each year. Volume 1, number 1, published in Spring, 2011, includes an article on the relations between patient safety and malpractice activity; a look at payment reform models and their impact of performance measures, and a review of information systems that report on the quality or performance of healthcare providers. http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodicals/health-quarterly.html 

Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN): SIGN work programme. The latest version of its current work programme. It includes new guidelines that are in development and published guidelines that are in the process of being updated. http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/development/index.html

UNICEF: Levels and trends in child mortality: report 2011. Since 1990 the under-five mortality rate has dropped 35 percent, with every developing region seeing at least a 30 percent reduction. However the global level progress is behind schedule if the Millennium Development Goal 4 (MDG4) target for 2015 is to be reached. http://www.unicef.org/media/files/Child_Mortality_Report_2011_Final.pdf 


G. Staff focus

DH: The mandatory collection of data on the vaccination of frontline healthcare workers against seasonal influenza during the 2011/12 influenza season. Letter from the Influenza Vaccine Uptake Monitoring Team. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130314 

DH: NHS Pay Review Body: review for 2012. Written evidence from the Health Departments for England and Wales. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130333 

Guardian Business: Stress now commonest cause of long-term sick leave – report. "Stress has overtaken other reasons for long-term absence such as repetitive strain injury and medical conditions such as cancer. Workers blame workloads and management styles, according the survey by the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) and healthcare provider Simplyhealth". http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2011/oct/05/stress-commonest-cause-long-term-sick-leave 

Guardian Health: Eight out of 10 British workers are overweight or have long-term illness. The findings from this independent review of sickness absence come ahead of publication of the full report. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/sep/29/british-workers-overweight-suffer-illness

Harvard Business School: Measuring Teamwork in Health Care Settings: A Review of Survey Instruments. This working paper from the Harvard Business School aims to identify, review, and evaluate survey instruments used to assess teamwork so as to facilitate high quality research on this topic. The authors conducted a systematic review and found 36 scales that measured teamwork, 9 of which met all the criteria for psychometric validity. http://www.hbs.edu/research/pdf/11-116.pdf 

Health Foundation:  New medical professionalism. This report reviews the ways in which doctors’ relationships with evidence, society, patients, teams, regulators and employers have changed, are changing or may need to change. It discusses the implications of these changing relationships for medical professionalism. http://www.health.org.uk/publications/new-medical-professionalism/ 

Health in Wales: Welsh Government funding establishes specialist midwifery post. The UK Chair of Midwifery will provide academic leadership to improve midwifery practice in Wales and the wider professional community, and further raise the quality of care provided by maternity services. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20346

Healthcare Improvement Scotland: Healthcare Improvement Scotland - Workforce Strategy 2011-2014. The strategy 2011/14 aims to ensure Healthcare Improvement Scotland has a diverse & flexible workforce that is proportionate, affordable, with the right skills and knowledge to support the organisation’s vision, purpose and strategic objectives.
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/previous_resources/policy_and_strategy/workforce_strategy_2011-2014.aspx 

NHS IC: NHS Staff Earnings April - June 2011. Based upon payments to staff between April and June 2011 estimates are presented of annual basic pay and total earnings for NHS staff groups (excluding GPs and high street dentists).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-staff-earnings/nhs-staff-earnings-april--june-2011 

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement  (NHS Institute): New Leaderships Framework 360 Feedback Tool for all health and social care staff launched. A new 360° feedback tool to help individuals identify their leadership strengths and development needs has been launched by the NHS Leadership Academy, and supports the Leadership Framework introduced by the Secretary of State for Health in June. http://www.institute.nhs.uk/news/leadership/new_leaderships_framework_360%c2%b0_feedback_tool_for_all_health_and_social_care_staff_launched_.html 

NHS Institute: Inclusion workstream and NHS Institute combine forces to deliver Leadership for Equality. The National Leadership Council’s Inclusion Team and the NHS Institute's Breaking Through Team have come together to form the Leadership for Equality workstream for the new NHS Leadership Academy "with the aim of securing leadership which is inclusive and reflects the communities and the workforces we lead".  http://www.institute.nhs.uk/news/leadership/_inclusion_workstream_and_nhs_institute_combine_forces_to_deliver_%e2%80%9cleadership_for_equality%e2%80%9d.html 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): Refresh of Prep handbook. The Prep handbook has been refreshed in preparation for the introduction of revalidation. The handbook contains the Post registration education and practice (Prep) standards and guidance and the new version becomes effective on 12 October 2011. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Refresh-of-Prep-handbook/?utm_campaign=1109055434&utm_content=1000168387381&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Emailvision 

NMC: National Programme for Health Visiting. The NMC is writing, jointly with the Department of Health, to thousands of health visitors with lapsed registration to encourage them to consider returning to the profession. They are intended to support a Government initiative to increase the health visitor workforce by 50 per cent. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/National-Programme-for-Health-Visiting/

NMC: Position on industrial action. Nurses and midwives must ensure that patient safety is not compromised by industrial action the head of the nursing and midwifery regulator has warned. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/NMC-position-on-industrial-action/
RCN: RCN responds to NMC comments on industrial action. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_responds_to_nmc_comments_on_industrial_action 
  

NMC: NMC Chief warns of potential danger of unregulated healthcare assistants. Dickon Weir-Hughes spoke to the Times about the risk posed to patients by the growing numbers of unregulated healthcare assistants in the NHS. The NMC Chief Executive and Registrar pointed out that outside of contacting the employer, or in serious matters the police, "there are no other mechanisms" if a patient or family member has a complaint to make about a healthcare assistant. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/NMC-Chief-warns-of-potential-danger-of-unregulated-healthcare-assistants/  

NMC: NMC response to consultation on European Union training requirements. Response to consultation on the review of EU Commission green paper 'Modernising the professional qualifications directive'. The directive legislates on minimum training requirements for nurses and midwives across Europe and sets out procedures for the mutual recognition of qualifications. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/NMC-response-to-consultation-on-EU-training-requirements/

NMC: NMC introduces new application fee for EU trained nurses and midwives. From 7 November 2011 EU trained nurses and midwives will have to pay an evaluation fee when applying to register with the NMC.  http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/NMC-introduces-new-application-fee-for-EU-trained-nurses-and-midwives/  

RCN: Apply now for bursaries and scholarships. Applications are now open for a range of bursaries and scholarships for RCN members to support projects which improve patient care, and support nursing studies. These two bursaries close on 1 November 2011.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/apply_now_for_bursaries_and_scholarships 

RCN: RCN comment on nurse training. The RCN clarified comments attributed to RCN Chief Executive & General Secretary Dr Peter Carter in this week’s Nursing Standard magazine, which suggested some newly qualified nurses lack caring skills. Dr Peter Carter said: "Contrary to recent media articles, I have never said that any newly qualified nurses lack caring skills. I am also writing to nurse educators clarifying my position on nurse training."
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_comment_on_nurse_training 

RCN: Nominate now for rep of the year. RCN members have until the beginning of February to make their nominations for the 2011 RCN Representative of the Year awards.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/nominate_now_for_rep_of_the_year 

RCN: Ballot on industrial action ‘inevitable’ if pension talks fail. The RCN governing Council said today that industrial action balloting is ‘inevitable’ if rising anger about government proposals on NHS pensions are not addressed in the ongoing negotiations.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/ballot_on_industrial_action_inevitable_if_pension_talks_fail 

RCN: Head of Bahraini Nurses’ Association faces 15 years imprisonment. The RCN has called for a fair trial for the President of the Bahrain Nursing Society, Mrs Al Saffar, and her health care colleagues who have been released from prison but still face trial before a military-run ‘special tribunal’.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/head_of_bahraini_nurses_association_freed,_but_faces_trial 

RCN: Nurses fear for personal; safety in Croydon, says RCN. Nurses and health care assistants (HCAs) making home visits alone and out of hours in Croydon are being told that their fears for their personal safety are exaggerated, says the Royal College of Nursing.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/london/nurses_fear_for_personal_safety_in_croydon,_says_rcn

SCIE: Get Connected to elearning – for social care providers. The ability of people to communicate using new technologies is becoming as important as reading and writing. Individuals and organisations who do not have those skills are likely to become increasingly economically and socially isolated.  This resource has been developed to help people use information communication technology (ICT) in the social care sector to extend their learning and offer better care.  
http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/getconnectedtoelearning/index.asp


H. Publications

Department for Education: Looked after children statistics 2011. 65,520 children were looked after at 31 March 2011, an increase of two per cent on 2010 and the highest number since 1987.The vast majority of children looked after in 2011, 74 per cent, were in a foster placement. http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00198585/looked-after-children-statistics-2011 

DH: Transforming Public Health bulletin Issue 2 September 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/PublicHealthbulletin/DH_128381 

DH: End of life care strategy: Third annual report. The strategy was published in July 2008. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130239 

DHSSPS: Northern Ireland Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) Information 2010/11.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-resource/stats-gp-allocation/gp_contract_qof/qof_data.htm 

European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies: Eurohealth Vol.17 No.2-3 2011: Ageing and long-term care. Covering European and OECD countries with topics including: future demand, cost projections, chronic diseases, remote care, workforce issues, etc. Health policy – NICE supporting England and Wales through times of change; Which type of hospital ownership has the best performance? (Germany) http://www.euro.who.int/en/home/projects/observatory/publications/eurohealth/ageing-and-long-term-care 

Health-EU Newsletter: Issue 75 (08-09-2011): Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM)
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/newsletter/75/newsletter_en.htm 

Health-EU Newsletter: Issue 76 (29-09-2011): 2nd EU Health Programme (2008-2013): results improving the health of EU citizens.
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/newsletter/76/newsletter_en.htm

Localis: Commission impossible? Shaping places through strategic commissioning. This describes how councils can deliver better public services by shifting towards a more ‘strategic commissioning’ approach’. http://www.localis.org.uk/article/887/Commission-Impossible?.htm 

National Audit Office: Auditing behaviour change. This guide highlights some of the issues auditors might consider when scoping the issue of behaviour change in a VFM study. There is a growing belief that policy goals may be achieved more effectively if the design and use of interventions incorporate a better understanding of behaviour. http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/1012/auditing_behaviour_change.aspx 

National Statistics: Population trends, Issue 45.
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/population-trends-rd/population-trends/no--145--autumn-2011/index.html 

Yorkshire and Humber Public Health Observatory (YHPHO): Quality Observatory Update. September issue. http://www.yhpho.org.uk/resource/browse.aspx?RID=87924 


I. NICE consultation gateway

Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk  if you would like to be involved in any of these topics on behalf of the RCN:

1. abariterone for treatment of prostate cancer
1. aflibercept for colorectal cancer
1. apixaban for treatment of stroke and atrial fibrillation 
1. Axitinib for the treatment of advanced renal cell carcinoma after failure of prior systematic treatment
1. bosutinib for treatment of chronic myeoloid leukaemia
1. bortezomib for relapsed non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma denosumab for bone mestases
1. Botulinum toxin type A for the prophylaxis of headaches in adults with chronic migraine
1. Mega Soft Patient Return Electrode for use during monopolar electrosurgery
1. Oseltamivir, amantadine and zanamivir for the prophylaxis of influenza
1. Rheumatoid arthritis - tocilizumab (rapid review TA198)
1. Pegloticase for the treatment of hyperuricaemia in people with symptomatic gout refractory to conventional urate-lowering therapy
1. Pemetrexed for maintenance treatment following induction therapy with pemetrexed and cisplatin for non squamous non small cell lung cancer
1. Lung cancer – erlotinib, pemetrexed, gefitinib
1. Ridaforolimus for the first-line maintenance treatment of metastatic soft tissue or bone sarcoma 
1. SeHAT for investigation of bile acid
1. Sonovue (sulphur microbubles) for contrast enhanced ultra sound

The RCN is also seeking nurses/midwives with expertise and knowledge of the following areas to participate in the listed guideline topics:

1. Antisocial personality disorder
1. Autism in children and young people - management
1. BMI and waist circumference - black and minority ethnic groups  
1. Children’s wellbeing - Home-based approaches to promoting children's wellbeing
1. Children’s wellbeing - Pre-school approaches to promoting children's wellbeing
1. Diabetes in pregnancy
1. Dyspepsia
1. Falls
1. Head injury
1. Hyperglycemias 
1. Myocardial infarction – secondary prevention
1. Multiple sclerosis
1. Obesity management
1. Overweight and obese children - weight management
1. Overweight and obese adults - weight management
1. Physical activity advice in primary care   
1. Parkinson’s Disease
1. Prostate Cancer
1. Quality Standards Nutrition support in adults
1. Quality Standards – Drugs use disorder
1. Sickle cell crisis in hospital
1. Smoking cessation - acute and obstetric services           
1. Smoking cessation - mental health services
1. Smokeless tobacco - South East Asian population
1. Smoking intervention in children and young people
1. Social care Quality Standards – care of people with Dementia
1. Social care Quality Standards – Health and well being of looked after children
1. Tobacco - harm reduction approaches to smoking cessation
1. Ulcerative colitis
1. Varicose veins


J. Events
 
RCN Events
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

18 October 2011 RCN Principles of Nursing Practice roadshows. London and locations around the UK.
This event is designed to explain and explore the RCN Principles of Nursing Practice as a framework to guide nurses and their teams to improve quality of practice and support the delivery of safe quality patient care.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_principles_of_nursing_practice_roadshows 
RCN Principles of Nursing Practice roadshows draft programme: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/principles 

29 October 2011 RCN Ophthalmic Nurses’ Forum Conference. Broad horizons – developing ophthalmic care.  Royal College of Nursing 20 Cavendish Square. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/ophthalmic2011 

3 November 2011 Nursing leading improvement. Let’s talk about dying. RCN HQ, London.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/nurses_leading_improvement_lets_talk_about_dying 

4 November 2011 Principles of Nursing Practice roadshow – Leeds. RCN Yorkshire & Humber Regional Office Leeds. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_principles_of_nursing_practice_roadshows_-_leeds 

4 November 2011 Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh Symposium on Haematology. This will review challenges presented by the use of new therapeutic approaches and the changing patient demographics. Edinburgh RCPE 9 Queen Street. http://events.rcpe.ac.uk/events/114/haematology 

4 November 2011 RCN Women’s Health Forum conference and exhibition. The politics of women’s health. Royal College of Nursing 20 Cavendish Square. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/womens_health_conf 

5 November 2011 Colposcopy Nurses’ group conference. RCN HQ, London.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_colposcopy_nurses_group_conference 

11-12 November 2011 RCN Emergency Care Association annual conference and exhibition. Challenging times for emergency and urgent care. Holiday Inn, Birmingham. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/eca2011 

18 November 2011. RCN Imaging Roadshow. Cardiff. RCN Ty Maeth, King George V Drive East, Cardiff CF14 4XZ. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/imagingcardiff 

25 November 2011 RCN Cancer and breast care conference 2011. Thistle Marble Arch, Bryantson Street, W1H 7EH. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/cancer2011

25 November 2011 RCN Children and Young People Continuing and Community care Forum Conference.  Innovations and transformations. Royal College of Nursing 20 Cavendish Square, London.  http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/cyp_community_care 

28 - 29 November 2011 RCN Continence Care conference and exhibition 2011. Manchester Central Convention Complex. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/continence2011 

9 – 10 December 2011 RCN Advanced Nurse Practitioner Forum conference. RCN 20 Cavendish Square, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/advanced_nurse_practitioner 


If you would like receive this Quality and Safety e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at: 
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2 

You can find more e-Bulletin examples in the archive at:
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates 

Change of address – please notify us of any changes of email address at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk. Please state clearly your old and your new address.

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join   


‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care”
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