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The Kershaw Educational Bursary for recently qualified nurses

APPLICATION CRITERIA

Closing Date: 1 March 2012
This is an annual bursary scheme for recently qualified nurses sponsored by a grant from Professor Dame Betty Kershaw and her family to support continuing professional development. The scheme was set up to acknowledge and support those who as students were actively involved with the work of the RCN. 

You must have an educational activity in mind for which you wish to gain funding, such as a course module, attendance at an accredited conference, a contribution to degree fees or a professional visit. The funding cannot be used to support mentoring or preceptorship modules or mandatory training.

You will need to give details of the activity you were involved with as a student, for example students who have been actively involved with an RCN Board, RCN Branch, or served as a Student Information Officer or on the RCN Students committee.
Bursary winners may be invited to attend the RCN Foundation award ceremony to be held on Sunday 13 May 2012 as part of RCN annual congress in Harrogate. Travel and one night’s accommodation would be provided and winners are encouraged to consider staying on at their own expense to attend some or all of RCN Congress. 

Criteria for Eligibility:

To be eligible to apply, applicants must 

· be full RCN members within 3 years of achieving their initial nursing qualification as at the closing date of 1 March 2012 (i.e. qualified since 1 March 2009); and

· have been actively involved with the RCN for at least 18 months during their training; and

· fully complete and hand sign the application form including (i) a 500 word statement as per the guidance given; (ii) verification of activity with the RCN; and (iii) hand-signed support of their line manager, all submitted to arrive by the closing date of 1 March 2012.

Terms and Conditions:

1. Applications not meeting the eligibility criteria above will not be accepted

2. Applications should be word processed.

3. The funding can be used to support non-mandatory educational activity, for example a course module, conference attendance or professional visit.

4. Members can only apply for this bursary once, although resubmissions by unsuccessful applicants will be accepted.

5. Applicants will be advised of the outcome of their application in early May 2012.

6. Applications for retrospective funding cannot be accepted (i.e. for activity completed before 1 May 2012).

7. The RCN Foundation will normally expect to pay fees for courses or conferences direct to the course or conference provider.  Where this is not possible, you will be required to provide original receipts.  Photocopies or electronic copies of original receipts are not acceptable.

8. Successful applicants will be expected to comply with the RCN Foundation expenses policy.

9. Funds awarded are not transferrable to other activities.

10. On completion of the funded activity, successful applicants will be required to provide a short report for the RCN Foundation of the benefits to patient care and future practice.  

11. The RCN Foundation must be notified and funds returned in the event that a successful applicant receives funding elsewhere for the same activity or does not complete the activity for which funds were allocated.

12. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

 How to apply
Applicants must fully complete the application form and gain the support of their line manager. 

Judging

Applications will be assessed on your 500-word statement as follows:

· Nature of the activity to be undertaken (10% of marks) and its contribution to your career development.  If applying for course funding, please attach specific details of course objectives, outputs, modular content.

· Potential impact of the activity on the care of patients, clients and service delivery, and the mode of dissemination (60% of marks). Within this section you may want to pay particular attention to the diversity of the patients, clients and communities that can potentially benefit from the service you provide.

· Anticipated other benefits (30% of marks).  For example, but not exhaustive, to leadership, to the wider community, to valuing diversity and difference, implementing equality of opportunity.

The selection panel will consist of at least three judges.  Applications will be anonymised for the panel so please do not include your name on any part of your application other than the Personal Details section.

How to submit your application:

Submit one original and three copies of your entire application by post to arrive no later than 5pm on the 1 March 2012 to:  

Moira Lambert 

Awards Officer

RCN Foundation
20 Cavendish Square

London W1G 0RN





Please note the following:

· Your application form and manager’s reference must have a wet signature (i.e. be signed by hand)

· If you would like your application acknowledged when it is received, please enclose an SAE.

· We regret we are unable to accept faxed or e-mailed applications.  

· Applications that do not meet the stated terms and conditions, including the closing date, will not be accepted. 

Application Enquiries

If you have an enquiry about your application then please contact Moira Lambert, Awards Officer, RCN Foundation, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN, telephone 020 7647 3731 or email moira.lambert@rcn.org.uk  

Outcome date

All applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application in early May 2012.
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The Kershaw Educational Bursary for recently qualified nurses

APPLICATION FORM

To apply for a bursary, you will need to complete the following four sections and return this form by 
1 March 2012.  Please complete in block capitals or type.  If you have any queries about submitting an entry, please contact the RCN Foundation by emailing moira.lambert@rcn.org.uk
	Section 1: 
JOB DETAILS AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY FOR WHICH FUNDING IS SOUGHT  

	Date of NMC registration:
Job Title:                                                            Start date:                       Band:

Name and address of employer:
Please provide details of the educational activity for which funding is sought:

Please provide a detailed breakdown of the costs of the activity specifying the amount you are asking the RCN Foundation to fund:

Name and email address of line manager: …………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Manager’s signature: ……………………………………………… Date: ……………………….


	Section 2: SUPPORTING STATEMENT 

Please provide a statement of about 500 words as per the guidance on page 2. 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

	


	Section 3: RCN ACTIVITY 
Please provide details and dates of the RCN activity you were involved with as a student, for example active involvement with an RCN Board, RCN Branch, or serving as a Student Information Officer or on the RCN Students committee.

	ACTIVITY


	DATE




	Section 4:  PERSONAL DETAILS AND APPLICATION AGREEMENT

	RCN Membership No:



	Surname:


	First Name:
	Mr/Ms/Dr

	Address for correspondence:


	Work telephone:

Home telephone:

Mobile:

Email:




	I confirm I have read the Terms and Conditions and agree to abide by them.  I agree to provide a written report either during or on completion of the funded activity or to return funds on withdrawal from the funded activity.

Signature:                                                                                                    Date:




	If you are successful, the RCN Foundation wishes to publicise your success and/or your work to the media.  Please tick the box if you are not happy for your name and place of work to be used for this purpose.
	


Section 5:  EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Completion of this section is optional but the information is helpful to ensure that we are aware of the communities applying for this scheme and assist the implementation of equal opportunities.  Please note this information will not form any part of the selection process. 

	
	Asian or Asian British
	
	Mixed

	
	Indian
	
	White and Black Caribbean

	
	Pakistani
	
	White and Black African

	
	Bangladeshi
	
	White and Asian

	
	Any other Asian background
	
	Any other mixed background

	
	Black or Black British
	
	White

	
	Caribbean
	
	British

	
	African
	
	Irish

	
	Any other Black background
	
	Any other White background

	
	
	
	

	
	Chinese
	
	Any other ethnic group


	Gender            Male
	
	Female
	
	Do you have a disability?       Yes
	
	No
	


Age scale (please indicate below)

	>20
	20-29
	30-39
	40-49
	50-59
	60-65
	65+
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