	[image: image1]

	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre
WEEKLY ELECTRONIC BULLETIN - 18th December 2006


 
	RCN RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING CENTRE

	1. RCN 2007 annual international nursing research conference, 1st - 4th May 2007, Dundee, Scotland. Fringe event: PhD Student Network. Dr. Val Woodward, Senior Lecturer, School of Nursing & Community Studies, University of Plymouth, and Angela Grainger, Assistant Director of Nursing (Education and Research), King's College Hospital Foundation NHS Trust, and Visiting Fellow, London South Bank University, and final year PhD student. The RCN has long supported a PhD Student Network, and both Val and Angela are keen to build on the sterling work undertaken by the previous host, Jacqui Griffith, in continuing to facilitate a helpful and insightful 'meshwork' of those involved in doctoral work. The overall aim of the fringe is to be a supportive network, and one that also helps complement aspects of learning inherent in doctoral research journeys, including the purpose and nature of the supervisory relationship. Our aim is to encourage the sharing of good practices, and also of ideas that help in the avoidance of research pitfalls and minefields, and in the overcoming of generic type problems. We look forward to meeting doctoral students, and anyone who is thinking of embarking on this type of research journey. We would also like to welcome those of you who are experienced doctoral supervisors, along with those who are just beginning a supervisory role. In fact, we would like anyone with an interest in doctoral research journeys to join us for a light buffet lunch, friendly company guaranteed and to explore issues and matters of interest arising from being engaged in doctoral work. The fringe will very much reflect what its participants want so please do come along and share your views with us.

	

	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	2. RCN Research Society Eastern region Nursing and Allied Health Poster Forum on 26th January 2007, 10.00 - 15.00hrs, Rosie Corridor, Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge, England. Open to all nurses and allied health professionals who work or study within the Eastern Region. An opportunity to re-present posters from the last year. A chance to share your work with colleagues. Please contact Kornelia Hathaway for further details, Tel: 01223-596 048, email: kornelia.hathaway@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

	3. RCN Yorkshire and the Humber Research Society seminar, "Writing for publication" on 30th January 2007, 4-6pm, Sheffield Hallam University. Facilitated by Mr Gerry Armitage (the writer), Dr Gina Higginbottom (the reviewer) and Dr Laura Serrant-Green (the editor). For more information, please contact Marilyn Kirshbaum, email: m.kirshbaum@shu.ac.uk, or Mary Cooke, email: mary.cooke@sheffield.ac.uk, co-chairs of the RCN Yorkshire and the Humber Research Society.

	

	CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	4. Cardiff University School of Nursing and Midwifery Studies Nursing, Health and Social Care Research Centre Research Fellow (Part-Time). Salary: 21,467GBP - 24,886GBP p.a. 3 year fixed term post. An experienced researcher to contribute to a study funded by the National Coordinating Centre NHS Service Delivery and Organisation Programme (NCCSDO) entitled: 'Health, medicines and self-care choices made by children, young people and their families: information to support decision making'. For further information please see the website or contact Professor Anne Williams, email: williamsam7@cardiff.ac.uk. Vacancy Number: 0786. Closing date for receipt of applications is 5th January 2007.

	

	RESEARCH FUNDING

	5. Royal College of Nursing administered awards, bursaries and scholarships. We do this for nurses, midwives and health visitors for study, research, travel, conferences etc. Applicants wanting more information about individual awards are encouraged to go to the RCN website for further information. Awards with deadlines in the next few months include:
General RCN Awards. 
i) Barbers Company Clinical Nursing Scholarship (The). Deadline for applications is 28th February annually.
ii) HSA Charitable Trust Health Care Assistant awards. Applications welcomed at any time.
iii) RCN Institute Bursaries (for students undertaking the BSc (Hons) in Nursing Practice (Older People)). Applications welcomed at any time.
iv) Margaret Parkinson Bursaries (working with profoundly deaf patients). Deadline for applications is 1st February 2007.
v) Margaret Parkinson Scholarship, Awards for Pre-Registration Graduates. Deadline for applications is 1st February 2007.
vi) Margaret Parkinson Scholarship, Awards for Post-Registration Nurses. Deadline for applications is 1st February 2007.
vii) RCN TB Nurses travel & research awards 2007 (sponsored by Department of Health). Closing date for applications is 19th January 2007.

RCN Forum Awards.
i) RCN A&E Nursing Association - Tyco Award. Deadline for applications is 31st December annually.
ii) RCN Children's Surgical Nursing Forum. Applications considered within 4-6 weeks of receipt.
iii) RCN Fertility Nurses Group Study Awards. Applications welcomed at any time. 
iv) RCN Gastroenterology and Stoma Care Nursing Forum Barbara Saunders Award - Stoma Care. Applications considered at each steering committee meeting.
v) RCN Society of Occupational Health Nursing - Scholarships & Bursaries. Applications welcomed at any time.
vii) RCN Society of Orthopaedic and Trauma Nursing (SOTN) Bursary Scheme. Applications welcomed at any time.
viii) Wyeth Awards (sexual health or menopause). Deadline for applications is 31st December annually.

	6. Leverhulme Trust. The Trust's financial support is organised into grants and awards which vary in size, purpose and application procedure. The following awards are open to nurses
i) Emeritus Fellowships. To help established researchers, who have recently retired, complete and prepare for publication the results of research already begun. Closing date for next award is 6th February 2007.
ii) Early Career Fellowships. To provide career development opportunities for those with a proven record of research who do not hold, or have not held a full-time established academic post in a UK university or comparable institution in the UK. Closing date for next award is 13th March 2007.
iii) Study Abroad Studentships. This scheme supports post-graduate-level and post-doctoral-level scholars. To support an extended period of advanced study or research at a centre of learning overseas (except the USA). Approximately 20 awards are offered annually. Closing date for next award is 9th January 2007.

	7. Medical Research Council (MRC) - The MRC promotes research and trains skilled people in all areas of medical and related science with the aim of improving human health. In its latest guidelines for planning priorities and capacity building, the MRC is giving priority to invest in people in the following generic areas: clinical (translational) research; health services/public health research; nursing and allied health professions.
i) Career Development Awards. The MRC Career Development Award provides up to four years support for outstanding post-doctoral researchers who wish to consolidate their research skills and make the transition from post-doctoral research trainee to proven independent investigator. The next deadline is 19th January 2007.
ii) Clinical Research Training Fellowships. The MRC Clinical Research Training Fellowship is a pre-doctoral/entry level clinical fellowship providing up to 3 years support for clinically qualified and active professionals to undertake specialised or further research training in the bio-medical sciences within the UK. Fellows are required to register for a research degree, normally a PhD, based on research undertaken during the award. Nurses, midwives and members of the allied health professions must have completed their professional training and hold a Masters degree, or equivalent postgraduate research-oriented qualification. The next deadline is 2nd February 2007.

	8. The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) Scientific Foundation Board. The Scientific Foundation Board funds projects of direct relevance to general practice, undertaken in the UK. Priority will be given to pilot projects and short-term projects lasting in the region of 18 months. You do not have to be a GP to apply for a grant.
i) 2006 Research Paper of the Year Award.  To be eligible, the paper must relate to a research project in general practice/primary care undertaken within the UK and/or the Republic of Ireland and have been published between 1 January and 31 December 2006.  At least one author should be an active GP.  For further information, please contact Mona Lindsay, Tel: 020-7344 3188, email: RPY@rcgp.org.uk. Deadline for the receipt of entries is 12th January 2007.

	9. The Stroke Association. Supporting and promoting research into stroke prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and long-term care is an important function of The Stroke Association. 
i) Research Project Grants. Applications are invited for research grants in the field of stroke. The Stroke Association is particularly interested in receiving project applications related to stroke prevention, acute treatment, assessment, ethnic factors, epidemiology, rehabilitation, psychology and young stroke. Grants are limited to a maximum of 60,000GBP per annum for up to three years (up to a maximum of 180,000GBP). The Stroke Association can only fund research conducted in the UK. The next deadline is 9th February 2007.
ii) Allied Health Professional Research Bursaries. Bursaries of 30,000GBP per year for an initial period of up to two years with a possible extension to three years depending on suitable progress. These bursaries will be awarded to UK departments that can demonstrate a track record and current participation in stroke research. The next deadline is 5th January 2007.
iii) Small Grants. To provide funds of 10,000GBP or less for self contained small scale projects or pilot studies that are too small to either attract funds in their own right or form the basis of a project grant application. Applications can be received at any time.

	

	CURRENT RESEARCH COMMISSIONS

	10. Department of Health National Institute of Health Research Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme research proposals on the following topics:
Primary Research (Outline proposals)
06/71 Drop-in centres for promoting sexual health
06/76 Imatinib for first-line treatment of chronic leukaemia in chronic phase
06/78 The management of steroid resistant ulcerative colitis
06/80 Home oxygen therapy for chronic heart failure
06/82 Cognitive behavioural therapy for insomnia
06/85 Obesity prevention or weight reduction in younger children
06/86 Interventions to help overweight and obese adults to maintain weight loss

Evidence Synthesis (Outline proposals)
06/81 Drugs for fracture prevention in the very elderly

Evidence Synthesis (Full proposals)
06/69 School-linked sexual health clinics
06/70 Chemoprevention of colorectal cancer
06/72 Behavioural approaches to preventing STIs in young people
06/73 Monitoring the effect of treatment on microalbuminuria
06/74 Diagnosis of epilepsy in children
06/75 Early referral strategies for patients with markers of renal disease
06/77 The safety and effectiveness of methods of earwax removal
06/79 Management strategies for sciatica
06/83 Group cognitive behavioural therapy for post-natal depression
06/84 The value of pre-operative testing

For more information see the website or contact HTA Commissioning Manager, Tel: 023 8059 5621, email: htacmsng@soton.ac.uk. When responding, please quote advert reference SC07. Deadline for the receipt of applications is 7th February 2007.

	

	FELLOWSHIPS/STUDENTSHIPS

	11. Consortium for Healthcare Research Doctoral/Postdoctoral Research Fellowships. Salary: 27,000GBP - 29,500GBP plus benefits. These appointments commence in October 2007 and are fixed term for three years. Consortium for Healthcare Research fellowships provide an opportunity to help to improve patient care through completing an innovative research project. You will pursue your fellowship at one of the four consortium universities (City University, Queen Mary University of London, the University of Hertfordshire and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine) and will benefit from a well-resourced research training programme. Applicants must hold a UK recognised qualification in nursing, midwifery or health visiting, and have worked in the UK health service. At this stage, you will need to provide a provisional project title only, plus background information about yourself. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to submit fuller proposals with the help of an adviser. For more information see the website or contact Aquila Muir, Tel: 020 7040 5412, email: a.muir@city.ac.uk. Post reference number AQ/10637. Closing date for receipt of outline proposals is 11th January 2007.

	

	RESEARCH TRAINING

	12. Exploring Online Research Training Methods in a Virtual Learning Environment. An ESRC funded project. The project aims to enhance understanding of online research methods through the production and evaluation of a self-supporting online training package targeted at the social science community. Modules include: online questionnaires; online interviews; online research ethics.

	13. CAQDAS (Computer Assisted Qualitative Data Analysis) Software Training Workshops & Seminars 2007. For more information see the website or contact CAQDAS, Tel: 01483-689 455, email: caqdas@soc.surrey.ac.uk. 
10th Jan 07, "NVivo v7" (introductory workshop)
17th Jan 07, "NVivo v7" (introductory workshop)
24th Jan 07, "ATLAS.ti v5" (introductory workshop)
7th Feb 07, "NVivo" (Intermediate Support Seminar)
14th Feb 07, "NVivo v7" (introductory workshop)
21st Feb 07, "MAXqda" (introductory workshop)
28th Feb 07, "ATLAS.ti" (Intermediate Support Seminar)
14th Mar 07,  "NVivo v7" (introductory workshop)
21st Mar 07,  "ATLAS.ti v5" (introductory workshop)

	14. Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh course, "How to Practise Evidence-Based Child Health" from 1st - 2nd March 2007 in Edinburgh, Scotland. The course aims to introduce health care professionals to some of the key skills required to use the best available evidence in their clinical decisions: *frame answerable questions from clinical or policy problems; *find the best available evidence to answer the question; *critically appraise research and other evidence for its validity and usefulness; *incorporate evidence into clinical decisions. For more information see the website or contact Anne Fairbairn, Tel: 0131-247 3649, email: a.fairbairn@rcpe.ac.uk

	15. Centre for Evidence-Based Child Health course, "How to Practise Evidence-Based Child Health" from 13th - 15th June 2007 in London, England. The course introduces health professionals to the skills required for evidence-based practice.  These include how to: *frame answerable questions from practice or policy problems; *find the best available evidence to answer the question; *critically appraise research for its validity and usefulness; *incorporate the findings into decisions. For more information see the website or contact Melissa Harden, Tel:  020-7905 2606, email: cebch@ich.ucl.ac.uk.

	16. CamSTRaD (Cambridgeshire Support Team Research & Development) course, "Using research evidence to support Commissioning a Patient Led NHS" on 31st January 2007 in Cambridge, England. The cost is 50GBP. For more information contact Sue Bryant, Tel: 01223-884 488, e-mail: sue.bryant@cambridgeshirepct.nhs.uk.

	

	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

	17. National Centre for Health Outcomes Development (NCHOD) Clinical Health Outcomes Knowledge Base web survey. The Public Health Resource Unit, Oxford is undertaking a review of the Clinical and Health Outcomes Knowledge Base, which is run by the National Centre for Health Outcomes Development (NCHOD) on behalf of the NHS Information Centre. We wish to obtain a range of opinions on the use of Knowledge Base products used by people both within and outside the NHS and would value your views. The survey will take less than 10 minutes to complete and there is a prize draw for 30GBP worth of gift vouchers available. We would value your feedback. All respondents are guaranteed anonymity. Use the link below - whether you're familiar with the Knowledge Base or not - to tell us what you think: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=240992754343. 

	18. NICE consultations - the RCN contribution <http://www.rcn.org.uk/members/direct/display.php?BSID=380>. Do you want to inform the decisions made by NICE for the NHS? The RCN is a stakeholder for all the health technology appraisals and clinical guidelines issued by the National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) for the NHS in England and Wales. We want the input of RCN Members to ensure nursing perspectives are incorporated. For more information see the website or contact Caroline Rapu, Project Leader, RCN NICE portfolio, email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk New this month includes:

Clinical guidelines and cancer service guidance in progress
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Calls for stakeholder registration:
* None 
Scope consultations:
i) Diarrhoea and vomiting in children (10 Jan - 6 Feb 07)
Draft consultation:
* None

Technology appraisals in progress
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Appraisal Consultation Documents (ACDs) to be published:
i) Ankylosing spondylitis - adalimumab, etanercept and infliximab (21 Dec 06 - 31 Jan 07) 
ii) Glioma (newly diagnosed and high grade) - carmustine implants and temozolomide (19 Dec 06 - 24 Jan 07)
Final Appraisal Documents (FADs) to be published:
i) Leukaemia (lymphocytic) - fludarabine (2 Jan - 25 Jan 07)
Appeals to be heard:
* None

Interventional procedures in progress
i) Tissue-cultured limbal stem cell transplantation (consultation period 3 Jan - 31 Jan 07)

Public Health
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Call for stakeholder registration: 
* None
Scope consultations: 
i) Strategies for reducing health inequalities in the short, medium and longer terms (15 Jan - 12 Feb 07)
Stakeholder meetings: 
i) Mental health and older people (15 Dec 06)
Final Scope:
i) Mental wellbeing of children in primary education (Dec 06)
Consultation on synopsis of evidence:
i) Behaviour change (27 Dec 06 - 24 Jan 07)
Consultation on draft recommendations: 
i) Workplace smoking (22 Dec 06 - 19 Jan 07) 

[Glossary of terms:
Technology Appraisals are recommendations on the use of new and existing medicines and treatments within the NHS in England and Wales, such as: * medicines; * medical devices (for example, hearing aids or inhalers); * diagnostic techniques (tests used to identify diseases); * surgical procedures (for example, repairing hernias); * health promotion activities (for example, ways of helping people with diabetes manage their condition).
Clinical Guidelines are recommendations on the appropriate treatment and care of people with specific diseases and conditions within the NHS in England and Wales.
Please note this information can be found via the NICE monthly e-newsletter, <http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=e-newsletter>] 

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	19. Branfield, F. & Beresford, P. (2006), "Making user involvement work: supporting service user networking and knowledge", Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 

	20. Burdett Trust for Nursing publication, "Who cares, wins: Leadership and the business of caring" Sep 06. 

	21. Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) <http://www.scie.org.uk/> SCIE's aim is to improve the experience of people who use social care by developing and promoting knowledge about good practice in the sector. Using knowledge gathered from diverse sources and a broad range of people and organisations, we develop resources which we share freely, supporting those working in social care and empowering service users. Recent updates include: 
A) Practice Guides. Practice guides are a free online resource which bring together information, research and current good practice about particular areas of social care. The guides give users the opportunity to develop their own knowledge about what works well and apply it effectively in their day-to-day work. There are currently 7 practice guides available, including:
i) Practice guide 2: Assessing the mental health needs of older people (fully updated) <www.scie.org.uk/practiceguide02/>
ii) Practice guide 8: Improving outcomes for service users in adult placement: commissioning and care management <www.scie.org.uk/practiceguide08/>
iii) Practice guide 9: Dignity in care <www.scie.org.uk/practiceguide09/>
B) Knowledge Reviews. Knowledge reviews pull together knowledge from service user, research and practice. They describe what knowledge is available, highlight the evidence that has emerged and draw practice points from the evidence. There are currently 11 knowledge reviews available.
i) Knowledge review 11: Supporting disabled parents and parents with additional support needs <www.scie.org.uk/publications/details.asp?pubID=107>
ii) Knowledge review 12: Teaching, learning and assessing communication skills with children and young people in social work education <http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/details.asp?pubID=110>

	22. Experienced Nurse Rotation Scheme. This is the first evaluation report of The Experienced Nurse Rotation Scheme, developed by The Central and North West London and The West London Mental Health NHS Trusts. The Scheme was developed as a pilot scheme to explore ways of retaining experienced personnel within health care organisations, at a time when many are not only leaving those organisations, but health care per se. The scheme seeks to offer Experience Nurses an option for career development, and as such to support their motivation to work within health services, provide health care to communities, and to develop and improve the health services that are provided. It is a 'spiral' or 'spin-off' of another recruitment and retention scheme i.e. the D/E Nurse Rotation Scheme, which is an Action Research project, also originating and operating within the two organisations. It forms part of the Action Research project.

	23. NHS Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme briefing papers <http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/briefingpapers.html>. SDO is a national research programme that has been established to consolidate and develop the evidence base on the organisation, management and delivery of health care services. SDO briefing papers aim to summarise the main findings of SDO research for the benefit of wider groups of professionals and non-professionals alike, e.g. policy makers, NHS managers and the general public. Briefing papers published in 2006:
i) SDO/66. New governance, more incentives: but can they really improve care?
ii) SDO/21. Making change happen in the NHS: clinical and management tasks
iii) SDO/69. Involving service users in nursing, midwifery and health visiting research
iv) SDO/25. Vulnerable groups and access to health care
v) SDO/13. The access/relationship trade off: how important is continuity of primary care to patients and their carers?
vi) SDO/34. An assessment of the clinical effectiveness, cost and viability of NHS General Practitioners with Special Interest (GPSI) services
vii) SDO/31. Extending the practice of allied health professionals in the NHS
viii) SDO/54. Sharing mental health information with carers: pointers to good practice for service providers
ix) SDO/55. Achieving high performance in health care systems: the impact and influence of organisational arrangements

	24. Alison Tierney, Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Advanced Nursing, gave the following presentation at the INANE 2006 conference, "What makes a nursing journal an 'international' journal?"

	25. NICE guidance - Dec 2006 <http://www.nice.org.uk/>  
NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales this month. To find out more click on the following links:

Clinical Guidelines to be issued to the NHS: NICE expects to issue the following guidance:
Clinical Guidelines 
i) Heavy menstrual bleeding
Technology Appraisals
i) Drug misuse - methadone and buprenorphine
ii) Drug misuse - naltrexone
iii) Hyperparathyroidism - cinacalcet HCI
iv) Breast cancer - gemcitabine (subject to any appeals being received)
Interventional Procedures
i) Laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy
ii) Fetal cystoscopy for diagnosis and treatment of lower urinary outflow tract obstruction
iii) Open femoro-acetabular surgery for hip impingement syndrome
iv) Palliative photodynamic therapy for advanced oesophageal cancer
v) Cryotherapy for renal cancers
Public Health
* None

Public Health Evidence. NICE expects to publish the following evidence documents:
i) Public health interventions to promote positive mental health and prevent mental health disorders among adults (evidence briefing and summary bulletin)
ii) Smoking and public health: a compendium of smoking behaviour initiatives that address socially disadvantaged populations

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	26. RCN International Rehabilitation and Intermediate Care Nursing forum conference, "Rehabilitation: How do we know it is effective?" from 19th - 20th October 2007 in Cardiff, Wales. For more information see the website or contact Mirka Ferdosian, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3583, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: rehabilitation@rcn.org.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 8th January 2007.

	27. Welsh Assembly Government conference for nurses, midwives, allied health professionals and health care scientists, "Evidence based practice: practice based evidence" from 27th - 28th June 2007 in Cardiff, Wales. For more information see the attached .pdf flier or contact Stephen Barry, Tel: 02920 823328, email: nursing.division@wales.gsi.gov.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 31st January 2007.

	

	EVENTS

	28. UK Mental Health Research Network annual conference from 18th - 19th January 2007 in Gateshead, England. The conference will be multidisciplinary, involving clinicians, allied health professionals, carers, service users, NHS R&D managers & administrators and researchers with an interest in mental health research, and the focus will be to showcase high quality, international research. For more information see the website or contact Christine Lubach, Tel: 0191 282 4427, email: Christine.Lubach@nmht.nhs.uk.

	29. Prison Health Research Network workshop, "Go directly to jail" on 6th February 2007 in London, England and 8th February 2007 in Manchester, England. Two workshops will be held on the subject of ethics and governance approvals for prison health research.  They will be suitable for those with an interest in prison research, prison-based clinicians and managers, as well as those who sit on committees considering approval of prison research.  For more information see the website or contact Adrian Hayes, Tel: 0151 471 2628, email: Adrian.Hayes@merseycare.nhs.uk.

	30. ESRC Researcher Development Initiative courses Spring 2007. These are being run by the ESRC Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice under the Training Researchers to Engage with Public Policy (TREPP) program. The courses are designed to help both researchers and students work with key policy makers and to provide advanced training on research techniques. For more information see the website or contact Gian Brown, Tel: 020 7848 3057, email: trepp@kcl.ac.uk. 
12th - 13th Feb 07, "Reviewing existing research: searching, appraising and synthesising"
27th Feb 07, "Policy transfer: learning from overseas experience"
28th Feb 07, "Successful tendering"
14th Mar 07, "Communicating research to policy and practice"
18th Apr 07, "Using documentary sources in research"
18th Apr 07, "Elite interviewing: principles, pragmatics and possible pitfalls"
12th Jun 07, "Appraising research critically"
14th Jun 07, "Formulating policy recommendations"

	31. Delivering Race Equality in Mental Health Care (DRE) conference, " Delivering Race Equality in Mental Health Care: policy, practice and research" from 21st - 22nd February 2007 in West Midlands, England. Attendance is by invite only. For more information see the website or contact Lynette Ametewee, email: Lynette.Ametewee@csip.org.uk.

	32. International Practice Development Collaborative School, "Fostering a culture of effectiveness through practice development", hosted by RCN Northern Ireland, from 25th February - 1st March 2007 in Templepatrick, Northern Ireland. Fee: 917GBP (non-residential). For more information contact Hilary Withers, Conference Manager, RCN Northern Ireland, Tel: 0845 456 7839, email: hilary.withers@rcn.org.uk.

	33. RCN Joint Education forums 1st international conference, "Beyond the borders: international nursing education in the 21st century" from 5th - 7th July 2007 in Brighton, England. The full programme is now available to view. For more information see the website or contact Holly Peppiatt, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3580, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: education@rcn.org.uk
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