Emergency Care Association Conference 2008 – conference report
‘Emergency Care Matters: making your voice heard in emergency care’

Over 240 professionals representing all aspects of emergency care provision attended the ECA annual conference in Daresbury on 14 and 15 November 2008. For the first time the conference brought together the ECA with the RCN Minor Injuries Group RCN Paediatric Emergency Care Group and the British Paramedic Association to offer an exciting and diverse programme.  

Keynote speakers included Norman Lamb, Liberal Democrat MP and Alf Dunbar with his inspirational talk on ‘You are the Difference’, for those in attendance you will know what I mean when I say it was ‘fantastic’! Other plenary speakers included Cheryl Chainey on her work in paediatric A&E for which she commended in the Nursing Standard ‘Nurse of the Year’ award, Judith McLeod and Steve Brodie talking about post-incident analysis in the armed forces and Alex Water on the changing role of the ambulance service. 
Delegates were offered a wide range of concurrent sessions presented in a number of ‘streams’ covering leadership, education, clinical practice, research and innovation, paediatrics and minor injuries. There were a number of first-time presenters who braved the nerves to deliver informative and stimulating sessions, all offering excellent opportunities to take things back to other departments to improve patient care and nursing practice. 

The Steering Committee along with Alan Dobson, RCN Acute Care Advisor took part in a Q&A session with delegates to discuss issues raised directly by those in attendance which enables some good dialogue. The Committee would like to continue to hear your views so please participate in the Emergency Care Discussion zone (link here). 
As usual there were excellent opportunities for networking and catching up, not least during the Gala dinner and dance where the wine was flowing and a good time was had by all..... If you would like to view the photographic evidence please follow this link!
It was clear to the Committee and RCN Events team that we have outgrown the venue in Daresbury that we have used for a number of years, so in 2009 will be on the move (watch this space). We aim to be inclusive to all working in Emergency Care, so will select a venue that is accessible from all four countries within the UK. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the 2009 conference (where ever that may be) and hope you will celebrate and share your hard work by submitting an abstract to present. 
Best wishes for the forthcoming year,

Heather Jarman

ECA Steering Committee

Conference Lead 2008

