 


 

RCN Clinical Governance e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Quality Standards and Innovation Unit at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects of clinical governance. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk  

If you would like to learn more about Clinical Governance related issues visit the Clinical Governance Online Resource at: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance
You can also keep up-to date with the RCN Clinical Governance e-Bulletin, via the social bookmarking tool Delicious: http://delicious.com/clinicalgovernance
This Bulletin was sent out on 29th July 2010

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *

Venous Thromboembolism (VTE)

The RCN has launched a new resource within the Patient Safety section of the website. The resource provides a place for material about VTE which will be updated as the RCN's contribution to the UK wide programme progresses. 

Visit: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/patient_safety/vte 

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *

A. Clinical Governance: general
DH: Transparency in outcomes - a framework for the NHS. The Government’s White Paper, Equality and excellence: liberating the NHS, set out how the Secretary of State for Health will hold the NHS Commissioning Board to account for delivering better health outcomes through a national NHS Outcomes Framework.  The purpose of this consultation is to seek the help of those working in the NHS, patients and the public in developing this NHS Outcomes Framework. The consultation closes on 11 October 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117583 

DH: Liberating the NHS: Improving outcomes for patients. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_117628 

DH: Liberating the NHS: commissioning for patients – consultation on proposals. The Government’s White Paper, Equality and excellence: liberating the NHS set out proposals for putting local consortia of GP practices in charge of commissioning services to best meet the needs of local people, supported by an independent NHS Commissioning Board. The Department of Health has launched a consultation and engagement process on how they should implement these proposals. The consultation closes on 11 October 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117587 

DH: Increasing democratic legitimacy in health- a consultation on proposals. This consultation builds on the proposals in the White Paper to increase local democratic legitimacy in health. This document links closely to the consultation on commissioning for patients. Taken together, these two documents set out the strategy for commissioning of health, care and wellbeing. They set out how the new system will work together to provide improved outcomes for patients, users and the public. The consultation closes on 11 October 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117586 
DH: Liberating the NHS: regulating healthcare providers. This document is part of the public consultation on implementation of proposals in the White Paper and supporting papers. It further outlines proposals on foundation trusts and the establishment of Monitor as an independent economic regulator for health and adult social care. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117782 

Press release: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_117848 

DH: Review of arm’s length bodies to cut bureaucracy. The Department of Health has conducted a review of its arm’s-length bodies (ALBs). The report of the review, which follows the publication of the White Paper, Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS, sets out proposals for ALBs in the health and social care sector. These proposals form part of the cross-Government strategy to increase accountability and transparency, and to reduce the number and cost of quangos.

Report: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117691 

Press release: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_117844 

RCN: RCN warns against losing talent. RCN responds to review of health-related arm’s length bodies. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_warns_against_losing_talent 

King’s Fund: Public health: a new direction? Audio clip of discussions with Anne Milton MP on the implications of the reforms for public health. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/events/past_events_catch_up/public_health_a_new.html 

Royal College of Nursing (RCN): Shaping the future. The RCN has published a policy briefing that summarises the key issues in the White Paper and identifies some of the significant challenges and opportunities for nurses and nursing. The RCN will be consulting with members over the coming weeks and this will inform the response to the White Paper (deadline 5 October). As further publications and details emerge, the RCN will be analysing these and working with members to consider a response. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/shaping_the_future  

Policy briefing: NHS White Paper ‘Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS’. http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/330897/NHS_White_Paper_page.pdf 

RCN: Frontline First: Campaign draws members’ stories. RCN members are sharing their stories of cuts and their ideas for reducing waste, following the launch of the RCN Frontline First campaign. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/frontline_first 

Frontline First campaign website: http://frontlinefirst.rcn.org.uk/ 

RCN Foundation external trustees announced: The new trustees are: Charles Anthony Butterworth CBE; Helen Carter; His Honour Judge John Colyer QC; Sarah Coward; Claire Hicks; Jane Miles; Nicholas Pearson; Gordon Peterkin. They join the existing trustees from RCN Council: Robert Sowney (Chair); Jenny Booth; Eileen Frame; Stacey Hunter and Kath McCourt. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_foundation_external_trustees_announced 

RCN: New Vice Chair of RCN Council. Ann Marie O’Neill has been elected as Vice Chair of RCN Council. Representing the Northern Ireland Board on Council, Ann Marie is also Chair of the Northern Ireland Board and a member of the Membership and Representation Committee. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/new_vice_chair_of_rcn_council 

Scottish Government: Consultation on Regulation of Independent Healthcare in Scotland. The paper consults on the future arrangements for the regulation of independent healthcare in Scotland and seeks views on the definition and scope of independent healthcare services that should be regulated. The consultation closes on 8 October 2010. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/16104543/0 

Scottish Government: The Carers Strategy for Scotland 2010-2015. Sets out 10 key actions to improve support to carers over the next five years. The focus is on improved identification of carers, assessment, information and advice, health and well-being, carer support, participation and partnership. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/23153304/0 

B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Innovations Exchange: Featured topic – chronic disease management. American website providing clinicians and patients with practical guidance on ways to prevent and/or manage chronic diseases, including asthma and diabetes. http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/?utm_source=issueanc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20100721 

BMC Health Services Research: Provision of relapse prevention interventions in UK NHS Stop Smoking Services: a survey. The study concludes that “just over half of UK managers of NHS Stop Smoking Services who responded to the questionnaire reported that, in their services, relapse prevention interventions were currently provided for clients, despite, at that time, there being a weak evidence base for their effectiveness”.  http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/214/abstract
BMC Public Health: A randomised controlled trial to compare a range of commercial or primary care led weight reduction programmes with a minimal intervention control for weight loss in obesity: the Lighten Up trial. The aim of this study is to determine the effectiveness of a range of weight loss programmes for obese patients in primary care and to determine the characteristics of patients who respond to an invitation to a free weight management programme. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/10/439/abstract 

Care Quality Commission (CQC): Focused on better care. Online annual report on the CQC’s first year of operation from April 2009 to March 2010. Includes videos of people who have worked with the CQC. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36496&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

CQC: Registration conditions at Northern Lincolnshire and Goole lifted. During an unannounced visit in May, the CQC found that the trust had improved the arrangements for patients in the A&E department. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36431&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
CQC: Registration condition on Surrey and Borders lifted. The trust provided evidence demonstrating the improvements made in care planning and training staff in assessment and recording of risk. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36440&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

CQC: Significant improvements found in Mid Staffordshire. Improvements in mortality rates, staffing levels, patient experience and responses to concerns have been found in a review of Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36496&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

Centre for Maternal and Child Enquiries (CMACE): Perinatal Mortality 2008. This report finds that the number of stillbirths and number of babies who die soon after birth is falling. However, it also highlights areas in need of further improvement.

http://www.cmace.org.uk/Publications/CEMACH-Publications/Maternal-and-Perinatal-Health/Perinatal-Mortality-2008.aspx 

Centre for Mental Health: Public health and criminal justice. This policy paper looks at a range of innovative programmes and interventions that target people and communities at high risk of social exclusion, poor mental health and offending. It gives recommendations and key messages for policy makers.

http://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/publications/public_health_and_criminal_justice.aspx?ID=616 

DH: Early experiences of implementing personal health budgets. Twenty pilot sites have been selected from the personal health budgets pilot for an in-depth study, as part of a wider evaluation exploring the potential of personal health budgets to benefit different groups of people. This report is based on interviews with project leads and highlights some of the challenges the pilot sites face and how they are beginning to overcome these.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117889 

DHSSPS: Cervical screening age to be raised in Northern Ireland. Following a recommendation from the Northern Ireland Regional Advisory Group on Cervical Screening the cervical screening age is to be raised from 20 to 25. Women aged 25 to 49 will also now have the opportunity to be screened more frequently as the screening interval will be reduced from five years to three years. These changes will come into effect by January 2011. http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-27072010-cervical-screening-age.htm
Health Foundation: The Shine challenge 2011. Each year Shine sets a different challenge to the UK health service and the challenge for 2011 is: Find new approaches to delivering healthcare that reduce the need for acute hospital care – while improving quality and saving money. Investment will be made in up to 18 projects which utilise “outside of the box thinking”. http://www.health.org.uk/current_work/open_for_applications/the_shine_challenge.html 

Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP): How clinical audit can contribute to QIPP. This guidance is designed to highlight the issues raised by the QIPP agenda for clinical audit and create discussion as to how to effectively meet those challenges. http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-launches-qipp-and-clinical-audit-guidance/ 

HQIP: HQIP invite tenders for National Diabetes Audit. 

http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-invite-tenders-for-national-diabetes-audit/ 

HQIP: Government: NJR should be seen as the “basis for quality and outcomes measurements”. As the Government sets out its healthcare strategy for the coming term, it has highlighted the National Joint Registry (NJR) - managed and run by HQIP - as a best practice example measuring quality to improve patient outcomes. The NJR was established in 2002 to improve patient care by finding out more about hip and knee joint replacement implants and surgery, carried out in both the NHS and independent healthcare sector in England and Wales. 

http://www.hqip.org.uk/minister-calls-njr-basis-for-quality-and-outcomes-measurements/?utm_source=HQIP&utm_campaign=70e3621795-1007&utm_medium=email National Joint Registry: http://www.hqip.org.uk/national-joint-registry-njr/ 

International Journal for Quality in Healthcare: The role of quality improvement in strengthening health systems in developing countries. Describes outcomes of a meeting held in October 2008 to catalyse the adoption of quality improvement methods to improve healthcare quality in resource-poor settings.   http://intqhc.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/full/mzq028v1 

King’s Fund: Improving NHS productivity: more with the same not more of the same. This paper analyses how the NHS can meet the challenges it faces as it enters a much more constrained financial environment. It looks at strategies that might be used to release resources and the role that different parts of the health system need to play. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/improving_nhs.html 

National End of Life Care Programme: The route to success in end of life care – achieving quality in acute hospitals. This guide aims to provide practical support for NHS managers and clinicians responsible for delivering end of life care and can help trusts re-shape how their staff work with each other, their patients, their community and their social care partners to improve care quality. http://www.endoflifecareforadults.nhs.uk/publications/route-to-success-acute-hospitals 

Peterborough Palliative Care in Dementia Group: Compromised swallowing: a practical guide to nutrition, hydration and medication in advanced dementia. Written both for carers and nursing and medical staff this offers practical guidance and addresses the medical management of symptoms.

http://www.endoflifecareforadults.nhs.uk/publications/compromised-swallowing-a-practical-guide
Policy Exchange: Careless: funding long-term care for the elderly. This report recommends that the Commission on the Funding of Care considers three specific funding models: the King’s Fund partnership model; a social insurance model as used in Europe; and a hybrid model whereby the State guarantees some level of care, but people are required to top-up for their long term care through insurance or annuity backed products.

http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/publications/publication.cgi?id=198 

Public Health Wales: Vulnerable Groups. Interventions and models of care for substance misuse in children and young people. The Vulnerable Groups Team has published a discussion paper on interventions and models of care for substance misuse in children and young people. Recommendations are made on service development and delivery to support the implementation of the Welsh Assembly Government’s ‘Working together to reduce harm; the substance misuse strategy for Wales 2008-2018’.

http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/VulnerableAdultsDocs.nsf/Public/9BC533784817D1E580257737002D252B/$file/Substance%20Misuse%20and%20Children%20in%20Wales%20final.doc?OpenElement 

Queen’s Nursing Institute (QNI): Transforming Community Services - the Transformational Guides. The six TCS ‘transformational guides’ – one for each area of community health care – provide evidence-based ideas for improving services for patients. The Guides talk about the ‘transformational attributes’ that nurses need to make change happen. http://www.qni.org.uk/influencing-policy/transformational-guides.html 

Toolkit for implementation: a range of resources to help implement the Transformational Guides project.

http://www.qni.org.uk/influencing-policy/toolkit-for-implementation.html 

Scottish Government: Good Practice: Carers and Young Carers Stories: Caring Together and Getting it Right for Young Carers: The Carers and Young Carers Strategy for Scotland 2010-2015. A compendium of good practice and carers and young carers stories. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/23153853/0 

Vascular Society & Royal College of Physicians: UK Audit of Vascular Surgical Services and Carotid Endarterectomy. Despite previous warnings, patients with symptoms of stroke or transient ischemic attack (TIA or ‘mini stroke’) are missing out on life saving operations because they fail to recognise the symptoms, and when they do, they are routinely treated as low priority cases in the NHS. This audit also flags up significant variations in the quality of vascular care provision in the UK, has prompted surgeons to call for an urgent review of vascular services.

Full report: http://www.vascularsociety.org.uk/about/yearbooks/doc_download/96-public-report-uk-audit-of-vascular-surgical-services-and-carotid-endarterectom.html 

Press release: http://www.vascularsociety.org.uk/about/yearbooks/doc_download/97-press-release-uk-audit-of-vascular-surgical-services-and-carotid-endarterectomy.html 

HQIP: Stroke patients miss out on life saving surgery, NCAPOP Audit finds.  http://www.hqip.org.uk/stroke-patients-miss-out-on-surgery-ncapop-study-finds/ 

C. Patient Safety
CQC: Investigation into Take Care Now reveals serious failings. The CQC report into the GP out-of-hours provider, Take Care Now, reveals the provider did not act on previous warnings about the use of diamorphine. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=36434&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

DH: Response to report on out-of-hours services http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117522 

Health Protection Agency (HPA): MRSA and C. difficile infections fall by a third. The HPA has published its annual figures which show a 35% reduction in cases of MRSA and a 29% reduction in cases of C. difficile reported between April 2009 and March 2010. http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100716MRSAandcdiffdownbyathird/ 

HPA: HIV infection more than doubles in the over 50s. Health Protection Agency (HPA) scientists have found that HIV infections diagnosed in the over 50s have more than doubled over a period of seven years. http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2010PressReleases/100721HIVinover50s/ 

Health Protection Scotland (HPS): National Hand Hygiene NHS Campaign Compliance with Hand Hygiene – Audit report. This is the eighth bi-monthly audit report.  http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/news/spdetail.aspx?id=358 

National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA): New PEAT scores show more NHS hospitals gave polished performance. New findings published today by the NPSA show greater numbers of hospitals are treating their patients in cleaner, better maintained environments. The Patient Environment Action Teams (PEAT) programme assesses all hospitals and inpatient units with 10 or more beds.

http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/new-peat-scores-show-more-nhs-hospitals-gave-polished-performance/ 

NHS Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS): Security of patient property. The NHS Security Management Service is asking for the help of PALS staff to tackle the issue of keeping patient property safe.

http://www.pals.nhs.uk/cmsContentView.aspx?ItemId=2100 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): Safeguarding adults. Martine Tune, Professional Adviser, Nursing, introduces a new 12-month project that aims to promote and support best practice in safeguarding by making available useful resources, links, articles and videos, all to be posted here on our website. 

http://www.nmc-uk.org/Nurses-and-midwives/Safeguarding-adults/ 

RCN: Venous Thromboembolism (VTE). The RCN has launched a new resource within the Patient Safety section of the website. The resource provides a place for material about VTE which will be updated as the RCN's contribution to the UK wide programme progresses. 

Visit: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/patient_safety/vte 

Welsh Assembly Government (WAG): New regulations for the notification of infectious disease in Wales. New regulations for the notification of infections in Wales are coming into force on 26 July 2010. These new regulations are made under the amended Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984.

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/protection/communicabledisease/legislation/regulations/;jsessionid=GysLMLLbvmnvTHVkVQTv8Hr6LQzLC8G7G4vpgFYpY99JhK2vJsKd!-1351106478?lang=en 

D. Patient Focus
BMC Health Services Research: An intervention to promote patient participation and self-management in long term conditions: development and feasibility testing. Describes the development of an intervention called PRISMS (Patient Report Informing Self-Management Support) which combines patient reported outcome measures (PROMs) and values clarification exercise (VCEs). There was evidence that patients found the PRISMS form acceptable and potentially useful.  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/206/abstract 

BMC Health Services Research: Patient related factors in frequent readmissions: the influence of condition, access to services and patient choice. This study aimed to explore the link between frequent readmissions in chronic disease and patient related factors such as type of condition, demographic factors, access to alternative services outside hospitals and patient preference for hospital or non-hospital services. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/216/abstract
DH: Improving your NHS. What you can expect. Patient information leaflet explaining changes to the NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117981 

DH: Sex and violence: improving your care. Taskforce on the health aspects of 

violence against women and children – young people’s version. This document explains the work of the Taskforce and the violence agenda to young people – particularly to those who have been affected by violence. It combines the findings from the consultation with young people, Taskforce recommendations that concern this audience, as well as relevant parts of the interim government response.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117565 

Related content: Violence against women and children.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/ViolenceagainstWomenandChildren/index.htm 

Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC): A guide to the UN disability convention. The Commission’s guide aims to help disabled people to know what their rights are and how to use them. It also aims to help people to challenge injustices and improve services for themselves and others and will help organisations understand what their 

responsibilities are.

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/a-guide-to-the-un-disability-convention/ 

INVOLVE: New guide to help health professionals involve patients in the research process. The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) comprehensive Biomedical Research Centre at Guy’s and St Thomas’ and King’s College London has launched a new guide to help researchers involve users in the research process. http://www.invo.org.uk/viewnews.asp?valueid=498 

INVOLVE: Examples of training or support required. INVOLVE is developing an on-line directory of examples and information about training or support for public involvement in research. It is hoped this will enable people to access, from one location, information about different approaches which have been taken and identify models to adopt within their own practice. http://www.invo.org.uk/viewnews.asp?valueid=497 

NHS Direct: Female sexual health checker. Women who feel embarrassed talking to their doctor about sexual health issues can seek advice from the privacy of their own home after the launch of an online health and symptom checker.

https://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/en/CheckSymptoms/SATs/femalesexualhealth 

Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman: Making an impact. Annual report 2009-10. In the 2009-10 Annual Report, 'Making an impact', Health Service Ombudsman Ann Abraham looks back on a successful first year of the new NHS complaints system.

http://www.ombudsman.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/4263/Annual-Report-2009-10-low-res-with-appendix-as-spread.pdf 

Scottish Government: Scottish GP patient experience survey 2009/10. The Better Together Scottish GP Patient Experience Survey is a postal survey which was sent to a random sample of patients who were registered with a GP in Scotland

in October 2009. 

Survey results:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/23150856/0 

Technical report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/27085118/0 

Scottish Government: Caring in Scotland: Analysis of existing data sources on unpaid carers in Scotland. Based on research carried out in May to June 2009 this presents key information which can be used by policy makers and stakeholders working with carers.

Report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/23163626/0 

Research findings: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/23172004/0 

Scottish Government: With inclusion in mind: an easy read guide. An easy read guide of the Scottish Government publication 'With Inclusion in Mind: The local authority's role in promoting wellbeing and social development: Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 Sections 25-31. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/12120816/0 

E. e-Health
E-Health Insider: O2 Health launches Wii fit-style trials. NHS East Berkshire is to trial technology to allow patients to carry out rehabilitation exercises at home without needing to see a physiotherapist, as part of the launch of O2 Health.

http://www.e-health-insider.com/news/6092/o2_health_launches_wii_fit-style_trials 

F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques
BBC Health: Diabetes costs ‘out of control’. Research done at Cardiff University found that the spiralling costs of diabetes drugs prescribed in the NHS are not fully explained by a big rise in the number of people with type 2 diabetes. According to the authors of the research the findings suggest that national guidelines are not being followed. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-10740224 

BMC Nursing: Prevention and treatment of intertrigo in large skin folds of adults: a systematic review. “Intertrigo in the large skin folds is a common problem. There is a plethora of treatments, but a lack of evidence about their efficacy. A nursing guideline on this matter had to be updated and broadened in scope to other health care professionals”. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6955/9/12/abstract 

BMC Nursing: Watchfully checking rapport with the Primary Child Health Care nurses - a theoretical model from the perspective of parents of foreign origin. "The aim of the study was to construct a theoretical model that could promote further understanding of the variety of experiences of parents of foreign origin regarding their interaction with the PCHC nurses at PCHC services". http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6955/9/14/abstract 

BMJ: Inequalities in premature mortality in Britain: observational study from 1921 to 2007. This study reported on the extent of inequality in premature mortality as measured between geographical areas in Britain. "The last time in the long economic record that inequalities were almost as high was in the lead up to the economic crash of 1929 and the economic depression of the 1930s". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/341/jul22_1/c3639 

BBC Health: Health gap ‘wider than in Great Depression’. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-10730095
BMJ: Nutritional intervention in patients with type 2 diabetes who are hyperglycaemic despite optimised drug treatment—Lifestyle Over and Above Drugs in Diabetes (LOADD) study: randomised controlled trial. The study concludes that "intensive dietary advice has the potential to appreciably improve glycaemic control and anthropometric measures in patients with type 2 diabetes and unsatisfactory HbA1c despite optimised hypoglycaemic drug treatment". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/abstract/341/jul20_2/c3337?papetoc 

BMJ: Overweight and obesity in mothers and risk of preterm birth and low birth weight infants: systematic review and meta-analyses. "Overweight and obese women have increased risks of preterm birth and induced preterm birth and, after accounting for publication bias, appeared to have increased risks of preterm birth overall". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/abstract/341/jul20_1/c3428?papetoc 

BMJ: Time of birth and risk of neonatal death at term: retrospective cohort study. The study concludes that "delivering an infant outside the normal working week was associated with an increased risk of neonatal death at term ascribed to intrapartum anoxia". http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/341/jul15_1/c3498 

British Thoracic Society (BTS): Bronchiectasis Guideline. UK guidelines have been issued on how to manage non-cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis, a condition involving excess mucus and inflammation in the lungs, for the first time.

http://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/clinical-information/bronchiectasis/bronchiectasis-guideline-(non-cf).aspx 

Full guideline: http://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/Portals/0/Clinical%20Information/Bronchiectasis/non-CF-Bronchiectasis-guideline.pdf 

Quick reference guide: 

http://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/Portals/0/Clinical%20Information/Bronchiectasis/BronchiectasisQFG_web.pdf 

Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare (FSRH): Contraception for women aged over 40 years. This guidance provides evidence-based recommendations to guide clinicians, women and couples in making decisions about contraceptive choices, including stopping contraception. It does not make recommendations on management of the perimenopause and use of hormone replacement therapy (HRT), except in the context of contraceptive use. http://www.ffprhc.org.uk/admin/uploads/315_ContraceptionOver40July10.pdf 

Implementation Science: Expediting systematic reviews: methods and implications of rapid reviews. Policy makers and others often require synthesis of knowledge in an area within six months or less. This review sought to examine methods used for rapid reviews, as well as implications of methodological streamlining in terms of rigour, bias, and results.

http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/56 

Implementation Science: Evaluating the impact of MEDLINE filters on evidence retrieval: study protocol. This study hypothesises that when a physician searches MEDLINE, the use of filters will increase the number of relevant articles retrieved (increase 'recall' also called sensitivity) and decrease the number of non-relevant articles retrieved (increase 'precision' also called positive predictive value), compared to the performance of a physician's search unaided by filters. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/5/1/58 
National Prescribing Centre (NPC): MeReC Monthly 28.

http://www.npc.co.uk/ebt/merec/cardio/heart/merec_monthly_no28.html 

NPC: MeReC Bulletin, volume 21, issue1. This issue looks at Evidence-based prescribing of advanced wound dressings for chronic wounds in primary care.

http://www.npc.co.uk/ebt/merec/therap/wound/merec_bulletin_vol21_no01.html 

National Institute for Health Research (NHIR) Health Technology Assessment Programme: Chemoprevention of colorectal cancer: systematic review and economic evaluation. This study found that aspirin, celecoxib and calcium may reduce recurrence of adenomas in individuals with an increased risk of colorectal cancer.
http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1696.asp?src=alr 

NHS Evidence: Annual Evidence Update on Hip Fracture 26-30 July 2010. The scope of the literature search covers fractures affecting the proximal femur. http://www.library.nhs.uk/trauma_orthopaedics/ViewResource.aspx?resID=321222 

NHS Evidence: Annual Evidence Update on Hepatitis B and C – introduction.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/GASTROLIVER/ViewResource.aspx?resID=381482 

NICE clinical guideline: Metastatic malignant disease of unknown primary origin (CG104). The advice in the NICE guideline covers: the treatment and care of adults with suspected or diagnosed cancer of unknown primary, including people who have been treated for cancer before. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG104 

NICE: £2.3 million MRC investment to support nine new research projects across the UK. The Medical Research Council (MRC) has awarded £2.3 million for new research into the academic methods underpinning advice given by NICE on how the NHS should make the most of its resources. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/MRCinvestment.jsp 

NICE: Will all pregnant women be made to take a breath test to see if they smoke? Behind the headlines feature looking at media coverage for a piece of public health guidance on quitting smoking in pregnancy. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/features/FeaturePregnantWomenSmoke.jsp 
NICE: SeQuent Please balloon catheter for in-stent coronary restenosis: medical technologies consultation. The first piece of guidance has been published from NICE’s new medical technologies programme, set up to help the NHS adopt efficient and cost effective medical devices and diagnostics more rapidly and consistently. It recommends the use of a balloon catheter, SeQuent Please, for patients who have suffered restenosis, a condition where the blood vessels become blocked again following a previous treatment with a stent.

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/MT/72/Consultation/Latest 

NICE: Implementing NICE guidelines – search examples of implementation. The examples of good practice included in this database aim to share learning among NHS and partner organisations. NICE has carried out a minimal quality assurance process on each project to ensure it meets basic criteria. Inclusion in this database does not constitute NICE endorsement of the approach, product or tool.

http://www.nice.org.uk/usingguidance/sharedlearningimplementingniceguidance/examplesofimplementation/examples_of_implementation.jsp 

NICE: Anxiety. Partial update. NICE has issued a draft clinical practice guideline on ‘Generalised anxiety disorder and panic disorder (with or without agoraphobia) in adults: management in primary, secondary and community care’. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG/WaveR/86 

NICE: NICE issues pregnancy weight management guidance, as the number of obese mothers soars. Latest NICE guidance suggests that obese mums-to-be should be encouraged to lose weight before they become pregnant, in order to reduce the risk of major complications during pregnancy. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/NICEissuesPregnancyWeightManagementGuidance.jsp 

NICE: NICE calls for specialist cancer teams to boost patient care. Specialist cancer teams should be set up to improve the care and treatment of patients whose cancer has spread to other parts of the body from an unknown primary location, NICE says.

DDD URL

RCN: New topics on the FAST website. FAST (frequently asked selected topics) provide an up-to-date search of journal articles from British Nursing Index. New topics are: Front Line Staff; Delegation; Drug and Medication Errors; Patient Discharge and Transfers; Patient Handovers; Patient Safety; Telenursing and Telehealth; Venous Thromboembolism [You can access these with an RCN membership number]. http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/library/elibrary/fasts 

                                                                                                                   

G. Staff focus

BMC Nursing: Keeping vigil over the profession: a grounded theory of the context of nurse anaesthesia practice. "Nurse anaesthetists in the US have faced continued, repeated challenges to their profession".  This paper addresses the research question: How do certified registered nurse anaesthetists (CRNAs) manage the socio-political context in which they provide care for their patients? http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6955/9/13/abstract 

DH: Extraordinary you. Extraordinary you: science in healthcare celebrates the careers of healthcare scientists working across the NHS. The book profiles the wide range of pioneering work of nearly 100 individual healthcare scientists working across the specialisms, to inspire people about the role of healthcare science and to encourage others to join the profession.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117580 

DH: Olympic Games 2012 call for volunteers: Q&A guidelines for employers. The London Organising Committee will launch its volunteering campaign for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012 next week. A number of volunteers are expected to come from the NHS. More details on volunteering can be found by visiting the London 2012 website:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_117805 

London 2012 Volunteering: http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/volunteering/index.php 

Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) WIHI audio programs: Unprofessional behaviour not permitted here. "Over the years, the positions held by doctors in health care organizations have unfortunately empowered some to behave unprofessionally towards other staff and practitioners, especially nurses. Giving a pass to belligerent or temperamental clinicians, even while many of those affected quietly seethe, has been tolerated in part because of the pecking order in medicine, and in part as a nod to the organization’s sources of revenue". Recording from 1 July 2010. http://www.ihi.org/IHI/Programs/AudioAndWebPrograms/WIHI.htm?TabId=14 

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery Organisation: The nature and consequences of support workers in a hospital setting. This report finds that healthcare assistants are often under-utilised within the NHS. The authors assessed the use and consequences of support worker roles in hospitals from the perspective of different stakeholders and looked at whether these roles vary between and within hospitals, between different departments, and by different supporting roles.

http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/healthcareassistants.html 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): Declaring policy charges, cautions and convictions. Nursing and Midwifery Council introduces new policy for nurses and midwives who have received a caution or conviction for an alcohol or drug related offence. The policy now requires nurses and midwives to submit a medical assessment when they reapply for registration.   

http://www.nmc-uk.org/Registration/Staying-on-the-register/Declaring-police-charges-cautions-and-convictions/ 

RCN: Updated children and young people competence publications now available. Three competence frameworks have been updated and can be downloaded from the RCN website. They identify the competences, learning outcomes and the indicative content necessary for education and training programmes to meet the needs of children and young people. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/updated_children_and_young_people_competence_publications_now_available 

An education and training competency framework for capillary blood sampling and venepuncture in children and young people. http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/78680/003004.pdf 

An education and training competency framework for peripheral venous cannulation in children and young people .http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/78679/003003.pdf 

An education and training competency framework for administering medicines intravenously to children and young people. http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/78681/003005.pdf 

RCN: RCN Council limits full members’ subscription increase to 4p a week. RCN Council has decided the subscription increase for the coming year must be no more than one per cent due to the economic climate. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_council_limits_full_members_subscription_increase_to_4p_a_week 

H. Publications
DH: National Survey of investment in adult mental health services (July 2010). Provides details of the level of investment in mental health services for working age adults (aged 18-64) in England for 2009/10 and compares it with the reported results in previous years

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117488 

DH: Government Response to the Science and Technology Committee report 'Evidence Check 2: Homeopathy’ (July 2010). 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117810 

DH: Direct payments for health care: Information for pilot sites (July 2010). This document is to assist primary care trusts to meet the requirements of direct payments.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117477 

DH: NHS referral to treatment waiting times statistics, May 2010 (July 2010).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_117345 

DH: Independent review of the requirement to have insurance or indemnity as a condition of registration as a healthcare professional - Government response (July 2010). http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117454 

DH Care Networks: First interim personal health budgets evaluation report by PHBE (July 2010). The first independent interim evaluation report on the personal health budgets pilot programme. Based on interviews with project leads, the report highlights some of the challenges the pilots face and how they are beginning to overcome them. http://www.dhcarenetworks.org.uk/PHBLN/Topics/latest/Resource/?cid=7932 

DH: AIDS support grant for social care for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11. HIV capital grant for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11 (July 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/DH_117960 

DH: AIDS support grant for social care for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11. HIV capital grant for people with HIV/AIDS: financial year 2010/11(July 2010). Consultation closes 6 October 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117893 

DH: Extent and causes of international variations in drug usage: a report for the Secretary of State for Health by Professor Sir Mike Richards CBE (July 2010). http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117962 

DH: Government Response to the Science and Technology Committee report 'Evidence Check 2: Homeopathy’ (July 2010). This Command Paper sets out the Government response to the Science and Technology Committee’s report on homeopathy and makes recommendations towards NHS funding for homeopathy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117810 

DH: Response to the House of Commons Health Committee report. The use of overseas doctors in providing out-of-hours services: Fifth report of session 2009-10 (July 2010).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118003 

DHSSPS: Domiciliary care module – continuous household survey (July 2010). Presents information from the carers’ module of the Continuous Household Survey (CHS), carried out over the year from 1st April 2008 – 31st March 2009 which includes a  number of questions regarding the ability of the respondents to perform a number of selected activities were investigated. http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib-3/statistics_and_research-cib-pub/adult_statistics-1/statistics_and_research-dom_module.htm 

Health Foundation: So, what does the Health Foundation do? (July 2010). An introduction to the work and ethos of the health Foundation; what it does and how it does it. http://www.health.org.uk/publications/corporate_publications/what_does_hf_do.html 

Independent Commission on youth crime and antisocial behaviour: Time for a fresh start (July 2010). The Commission's report sets out wide-ranging proposals for reforming the response to youth crime and antisocial behaviour in England and Wales. 

http://www.youthcrimecommission.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=76&Itemid=85 

ISD Scotland: Mental health (psychiatric) hospital activity statistics (July 2010). This release summarises activity statistics for mental health hospitals in Scotland including inpatient, day patient and outpatient data up to and including the year ending 31st March 2009. http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/6264.html 

NHS Education for Scotland (NES): Focus Issue 19 Summer 2010. http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/publications/focus-issue-19-summer-2010 

NHS Information Centre for health and social care (NHS IC): Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in England in 2009 (July 2010). The percentage of 11 to 15-year-olds who had ever taken drugs stood at 22 per cent in 2009, compared to 29 per cent in 2001 (the first year in which the current method of measuring drug use was used).

Report: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/sdd09fullreport
News release: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/press-office/newsreleases/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-school-children-on-the-decline-says-new-repor  

NHS IC: Prescriptions Dispensed in the Community, England - Statistics for 1999 to 2009 (July 2010). Four of the top five most commonly prescribed drugs in England are used to treat cardiovascular disease.

Report: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/presdisp99-09
News release: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/press-office/newsreleases/drugs-to-treat-cardiovascular-disease-are-the-most-commonly-dispensed-drugs-in-england-shows-new-report-from-the-nhs-information-centre
NHS IC: Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Assessments (England) - First report on annual data, 2009/10 (July 2010).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/mental-health/mental-health-act/mental-capacity-act-2005-deprivation-of-liberty-safeguards-assessments-england--first-report-on-annual-data-2009-10 

NHS Primary Care Commissioning: new@PCC. 21 July 2010, Issue 221.

http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/New%20at%20PCC%20%20Update/issue221.html 

NHS Sustainable Development Unit: Save money by saving carbon (July 2010). The guidance gives Financial Directors and Estates Managers essential information on how to save the NHS money while reducing carbon. http://www.sdu.nhs.uk/page.php?page_id=176 

Scottish Government: Applications to provide NHS Pharmaceutical Services: Review of the Control of Entry Arrangements: Consultation Responses (July 2010). http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/12155630/0 

I. NICE consultation gateway

Call for experts: The Department of Health has asked NICE to develop and publish new wave of Public Health Guidance. Below is a list of the latest public health guidance topics to be developed by NICE.  The RCN is seeking nurses with knowledge and experience of these topics to participate in this work. Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk if you would like to be involved in this work on behalf of the RCN: 

         Tobacco: Smoking cessation services for people using smokeless tobacco 

         Tobacco: combating markets in illicit products 

         Tobacco: Smoke-free homes, cars and other vehicles 

         Tobacco: Smoking cessation services for people with long-term and chronic conditions 

         Tobacco: Harm reduction approaches to smoking cessation 

         Tobacco: Nicotine replacement products sold by retailers. 

 

Call for experts:  The Department of Health has asked NICE to carry out the following technology appraisals.  The RCN is seeking for nurses with expertise and knowledge of these technologies to participate in this work.  Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk if you would like to be involved in any of these topics on behalf of the RCN:

         Agomelatine within its licensed indication for the treatment of major depressive episodes (MDE) in adults 

         Bendamustine for the treatment of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia

         Cladribine for the treatment of relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis 

         Colistimethate sodium powder and tobramycin powder for inhalation within their licensed indications for the treatment of pseudomonas lung infection in cystic fibrosis 

         Dutasteride for reducing the risk of developing prostate cancer, in men who are considered to be at increased risk of developing the disease 

         Lapatinib and trastuzumab in combination with an aromatase inhibitor for the first-line treatment of metastatic hormone receptor positive breast cancer

         Dabigatran for treatment of atrial fibrillation 

         Dasatinib and nilotinib for imatinib-intolerant chronic myeloid leukaemia    

         fingolimod for the treatment of relapsing/remitting multiple sclerosis 

         Imatinib-resistant, dasatinib and nilotinib for the treatment of chronic myeloid leukaemia (Review of TA70) 

         pirfenidone within its licensed indication for the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis in adults 

         Prucalopride for the treatment of chronic constipation in women      

         quetiapine within its licensed indication for the treatment of generalised anxiety disorder 

         Trastuzumab, as monotherapy and in combination with a taxane, for the treatment of metastatic breast cancer (to include review of TA34)

J. Quality Improvement Network (QIN)

The Quality Improvement Network (QIN) is an RCN members' group for healthcare professionals interested in promoting quality. It is active UK-wide in providing opportunities to influence quality improvement at all levels and promoting wide dissemination of information. Its members participate by sharing ideas, practice, expertise, experiences and knowledge. The network believes that the patient experience will be improved through promoting quality improvement activities. Membership is free to RCN members and does not count as one of the three forums. Call RCN Direct on 0345 7726100 to register.

If you are a member of another health profession or work in clinical governance you can join QIN for a one-off fee of £20. Please send a cheque made payable to the RCN, with your contact details to: The Network Administrator, RCN Institute, Whichford House, Building 1400, Parkway Court, Oxford Business Park, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2JY.

For further information about QIN activities see the Quality Improvement Network community.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/communities/specialisms/quality_improvement_network 

K. RCN

New Diversity Committee

The RCN is setting up a new Diversity Committee, and is looking for RCN members to be part of it. This sub-committee of RCN Council will be instrumental in mainstreaming diversity practice across the RCN and ensuring the RCN achieves its goal to be a world-class champion of diversity, equality and human rights in the health and social care sector.

On 18 June a successful workshop was held at which key priorities for the new committee were discussed by a wide variety of RCN members and others. It is hoped that these priorities will form the framework for the new committee's first work plan. They are to:

         identify and mainstream excellence in diversity practice across the RCN 

         ensure that the RCN delivers on its diversity commitments 

         raise awareness of the broader equality, diversity and human rights agenda and its impact on nurses and nursing 

         find innovative ways to tackle bullying and harassment. 

To apply for a place on the committee, please fill out an application form (WORD 68KB). You can find a timeline for the appointments process below. Nominations close on 30 July. 

Timeline for appointing the new Diversity Committee

18 June - diversity workshop

28 June - nominations open

30 July - nominations close

3 August - short listing

1-10 September - interviewing

1 October - first meeting of the new committee

For more information, please visit the RCN website by clicking the link below

http://www.rcn.org.uk/aboutus/gov/appointments/diversity_committee_appointments 

L. Events
 

RCN Events

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

  

6 September 2010 Whistleblowing. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/whistleblowing 

7 September 2010 Saying No. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/saying_no2 

10 September 2010 RCN Haemophilia conference and exhibition. Hilton Hotel Liverpool

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_haemophilia_conference_and_exhibition 

10 September 2010 Working overseas: changing lives. Collaborative event which aims to provide a platform for all stakeholders, planners, providers and users of healthcare to debate and discuss global trends on provision of health care. RCN 20 Cavendish Square, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/working_overseas_changing_lives 

11 September 2010 RCN Sexual Health Forum conference. RCN 20 Cavendish Square, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_sexual_health_forum_conference3  

 

13 September 2010 Enhancing practice conference. Europa Hotel, Belfast, Northern Ireland.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/enhancing_practice_conference 

14 September 2010 Independent sector conference. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/independent_sector_conference2 

16 September 2010 Parkinson’s disease – an update. RCN Wales, Ty Maeth, Cardiff.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/parkinsons_disease_-_an_update 

 18 September 2010 RCN Travel Health Annual conference and exhibition. Cavendish Conference Centre, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_travel_health_conference_and_exhibition 

22 & 23 September 2010 16th International network for psychiatric nursing research (NPNR) conference. Wadham College, Parks Road, Oxford.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/16th_international_network_for_psychiatric_nursing_research_npnr_conferenc 

23 September 2010 Competence in advanced nursing roles (Healthcare Events). 20 Cavendish Square, London. This event is chaired by Kim Manley RCN Learning and Development Manager. 

http://www.healthcare-events.co.uk/conf/booking.php?action=home&id=523 

 

29 September 2010 RCN Public Health Forum: tuberculosis conference and exhibition. RCN HQ London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_public_health_forum__tuberculosis_conference_and_exhibition 

4 October 2010 Dealing with lack of competence. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/dealing_with_lack_of_competence4 

5 October 2010 Preparing for interview. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/preparing_for_interview4 

8 October 2010 RCN ENT/Maxillofacial Nursing Forum conference and exhibition. RCN HQ, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_entmaxillofacial_nursing_forum_conference_and_exhibition 

8 October 2010 Making sense of the assistant practitioner and apprentice roles. The Met Hotel, King Street, Leeds. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/making_sense_of_the_assistant_practitioner_and_apprentice_roles 

9 October and 6 November 2010 RCN Diabetes Forum Study Day. Diabetes and tablets – choices and dilemmas. Met hotel, Leeds. The two study days are designed to support nurses in developing enhanced knowledge to explain to patients the need for additional treatment and to explore the treatment options available with them and are aimed at primary and secondary care nurses including nurse practitioners, practice nurses, district nurses and nurses working in public health, emergency care and with older people. The programme is not designed for specialist diabetes nurses.

9 October 2010 – Met Hotel, Leeds.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_fourm_study_days 

6 November 2010 – Royal College of Physicians, London.

http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_events/rcn_diabetes_forum_study_day  

If you would like receive this Clinical Governance e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2 

You can find more examples in the e-Bulletin archive at

http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates 

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join   

‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care

                                                                               

