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Report of Congress 2011
RCN Congress 2010

The forty-forth meeting of RCN Congress was held on 10 to 14 April 2011 at Liverpool Echo Arena and BT Convention Centre (ACC).

Present:

Rod Thomson (Chair), Stuart McKenzie (Vice Chair), the Agenda Committee, Council and representatives of the RCN Branches, RCN National Forums, the Association of Nursing Students, the UK Stewards, Safety and Learning Representatives’ Committees.

1. Welcome and introduction from the Chair
The Chair welcomed delegates to Congress. 
2. Reports of the Agenda Committee
Congress received reports from the Agenda Committee meetings held since the last Congress. During the course of the meeting, verbal reports of the Agenda Committee were received. The emergency resolutions recommended to and agreed by the meeting for incorporation into the agenda is included in this report.
3. Report of 2010 Congress
Congress formally received and adopted the report of the meeting held on 25-29 April 2010.
4. Resolutions and matters for discussion
Resolutions and matters for discussion are listed in the order in which they were published in the agenda. Emergency items are in the order in which they were placed on the agenda.
1. Pay Cuts 
That this meeting of RCN Congress is opposed to the pay cuts that are being imposed on the NHS workforce without consultation or due diligence to the current 'equal pay for equal value' pay system.

For

416
96.30 %
Passed
Against
16
3.7 %
Abstain
4
2. 
Medicines Waste
That RCN Congress asks Council to investigate and promote ways to reduce the cost of prescribed medication and unnecessary wastage.
For

445
99.78 %
Passed
Against
1
0.22 %
Abstain
1
3.
Partnership and Austerity
That RCN Congress considers the advantages and shortcomings of working in partnership with employers and governments during this period of financial austerity.
Matter for Discussion
4.
Transparency in Service Re-design
That RCN Congress calls on Council to lobby the Department of Health and the devolved administrations to mandate NHS service providers to publish all Risk Assessments and Patient Quality Impact Assessments in advance of any service redesign.
For

396
93.84 %
Passed
Against
26
6.16 %
Abstain
37 
5.
Proposed Welfare Reforms
That this meeting of RCN Congress discusses the potential impact on health and wellbeing resulting from the Governments proposed welfare reforms.
Matter for discussion

6.
Outcomes not Income
That this meeting of RCN Congress calls on Council to lobby for services to be provided on the basis of outcome rather than income.
For

374
97.40 %
Passed
Against
10
2.6 %
Abstain
10

7.
Re-emergent diseases
That this meeting of RCN Congress discusses the re-emergence of diseases, such as tuberculosis and the contribution nursing can make to reducing them.
Matter for Discussion

27E.
NHS Reforms

That this meeting of the RCN Congress, in the light of Anne Milton’s Congress address, has no confidence in Andrew Lansley’s management of this coalition government’s NHS reforms. 

To accept on to the Congress Agenda

For

381
89.65 %
Passed
Against
44
10.35 %
Abstain
13

28E.
One family, one union, one voice, no imposition
Following the minister offering job protection for some staff in return for a freeze in increments, Congress urges Council to ballot the membership for industrial action in the event of any imposition of an incremental pay freeze or any other proposals reducing the value of any part of our nationally agreed terms and conditions.
To accept on to the Congress Agenda

For

416
94.55 %
Passed
Against
24
5.45 %
Abstain
12

11.
Quality Placements

That RCN Congress urges Council to lobby for all students to be given appropriate quality placements leading to a minimum of a one year position with preceptorship upon registration.

For

431
92.89 %
Passed
Against
33
7.11 %
Abstain
25

8.
Safe Staffing Levels
That RCN Congress urges Council to campaign for legally enforceable staffing levels to safeguard standards in the current economic climate.
For

372
80.17 %
Passed
Against
92
19.83 %
Abstain
26

27E. 
NHS Reforms

That this meeting of the RCN Congress, in the light of Anne Milton’s Congress address, has no confidence in Andrew Lansley’s management of this coalition government’s NHS reforms 

Procedural Item – Timeslot Proposal for 29E

For

365
96.31 %
Passed
Against
14
3.69 %
Abstain
9

28E. 
One family, one union, one voice, no imposition
Following the minister offering job protection for some staff in return for a freeze in increments, Congress urges Council to ballot the membership for industrial action in the event of any imposition of an incremental pay freeze or any other proposals reducing the value of any part of our nationally agreed terms and conditions.
Procedural Item – Timeslot Proposal for 28E

For

399
86.74 %
Passed
Against
61
13.26 %
Abstain
18

29E.
Nurses subsidising health services

That this meeting of RCN Congress calls for an end to nursing staff subsidising health services in the UK

To accept on to the Congress Agenda

For

323
74.60 %
Passed
Against
110
25.40 %
Abstain
25

27E.
NHS Reforms

That this meeting of the RCN Congress, in the light of Anne Milton’s Congress address, has no confidence in Andrew Lansley’s management of this coalition government’s NHS reforms 

For

478
98.76 %
Passed
Against
6
1.24 %
Abstain
13

9.
Social Networking and Nursing
That RCN Congress discuss whether social networking sites are good for nursing.
Matter for discussion
10.
Blood Donation
That this meeting of RCN Congress urges Council to lobby to remove the exclusion on gay and bisexual men donating blood. 

For

383
86.65 %
Passed
Against
59
13.35 %
Abstain
33
12.
Assessment Staff
That RCN Congress discusses the introduction of an annual physical and psychological assessment for all staff.
Matter for Discussion
13.
Equity and Excellence and patient care
That this meeting of RCN Congress does not believe that changes to commissioning arrangements outlined in the Health and Social Care Bill “Equity & Excellence: liberating the NHS” will best serve patients, health care or the NHS in England
For

434
98.19 %
Passed
Against
8
1.81 %
Abstain
7

14.
Working across all clinical specialities
That RCN Congress calls on UK governments to require nurses to work across all clinical specialities.
For

52
11.45 %
Not Passed
Against
402
88.55 %
Abstain
19

15.
Access to care
That this meeting of RCN Congress considers how to achieve equitable access to healthcare services for older people who live in care homes.
Matter for Discussion
30E.
Royal Wedding public holiday
That this meeting of RCN Congress demands that all healthcare employers apply bank holiday rates of pay for the Royal Wedding on 29th April.

For

418
91.67 %
Passed
Against
38
8.33 %
Abstain
9

28E.
One family, one union, one voice, no imposition
Following the minister offering job protection for some staff in return for a freeze in increments, Congress urges Council to ballot the membership for industrial action in the event of any imposition of an incremental pay freeze or any other proposals reducing the value of any part of our nationally agreed terms and conditions.

For

438
96.90 %
Passed
Against
14
3.10 %
Abstain
8

16.
Skills Passport
That this meeting of RCN Congress asks Council to lobby for the skills passport to be implemented across the NHS and other sectors.
For

373
84.58 %
Passed
Against
68
15.42 %
Abstain
22
17.
Return to SENs
That this meeting of RCN Congress discusses whether the introduction of the support worker/ assistant practitioner role is a return to the state enrolled nurse.
Matter for Discussion
18.
Nursing workforce
That this meeting of RCN Congress urges Council to lobby all UK Governments to ensure nurses play a key role in workforce planning, education commissioning and the design of the future nursing workforce.
For

418
92.27 %
Passed
Against
15
3.31 %
Abstain
20

19.
Community health nursing
That RCN Congress discusses the changing role of community mental health nurses across the UK.
Matter for Discussion
20.
Public spending and vulnerable adults
That this meeting of RCN Congress urges Council to monitor the disproportionate effects that reductions in public spending may have on those adults who are most vulnerable to abuse and neglect.

 For

433
99.31 %
Passed
Against
3
0.69 %
Abstain
3
21.
Qualifications and experience
That this meeting of the RCN Congress asks Council to investigate how appropriate nursing experience can be recognised and accredited.
For

408
95.10 %
Passed
Against
21
4.90 %
Abstain
4

22.
Cuts and Patient/ Staff Safety
That RCN Congress calls on Council to lobby to minimise the impact of cuts on patient and staff safety following the Lord Young Review on Health and Safety.
For

442
99.55 %
Passed
Against
2
0.45 %
Abstain
4

23.
Funding International Work
That RCN Congress considers if the RCN can continue funding its international work given the domestic economic situation.
Matter for discussion

24.
Dual Diagnosis
That RCN Congress discusses the challenges faced by nurses working across all healthcare sectors in managing people with dual diagnosis.
Matter for discussion

25.
Value for money in health care systems
That this meeting of RCN Congress discusses whether current systems of health care regulation across the UK are proportionate and represent value for money.
Matter for Discussion
26.
Hate Crime
That RCN Congress calls on Council to promote awareness of the impact and effect of hate crime.
For

427
99.77 %
Passed
Against
1
0.23 %
Abstain
0
29E.
Nurses subsidising health services
That this meeting of RCN Congress calls for an end to nursing staff subsidising health services in the UK

For

426
99.53 %
Passed
Against
2
0.47 %
Abstain
3

5.
Report of Council

The Chair of Council presented the report of Council on action arising from 2010 Congress. The written report detailed action that had taken place in the course of the year in relation to resolutions and matters for discussion and the work of the Council committees during that time. In her presentation the Chair of Council also highlighted the work of the Council committees during this time. Following questions and detailed discussion, the report was received by Congress. 
6.
Date of next meeting

Delegates noted that the next meeting of the RCN Congress would take place on 13-17 May 2012 in Harrogate.
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