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Biography

Anne Marie Rafferty graduated with a BSc (Soc Sci) in Nursing Studies from Edinburgh University before working as a staff nurse at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. She then moved to University of Nottingham to the Nursing Studies Unit as a staff nurse and studying part time for an M.Phil (Surgery). Her thesis on Post-Operative Backache, a Randomised Controlled Trial was awarded the 3M/Nursing Times national nursing prize for research in 1988. She then graduated with a DPhil in Modern History from the University of Oxford. Her thesis was published as a book, The Politics of Nursing Knowledge by Routledge, London in 1996. 

After lecturing in Nursing Studies at the University of Nottingham she spent a year in the USA at the University of Pennsylvania as a Harkness Fellow, mentored by Linda Aiken. Her Harkness Fellowship focused on Political Leadership in Nursing and examined the lobbying tactics used by nursing organisations to influence the Clinton health care reform effort. Her research interests combine history, health policy and health services research. She was appointed Director, Centre for Policy in Nursing Research at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in 1995 and Head of the Health Services Research Unit in 2002.  In November 2004, she took up the position as Head of the Florence Nightingale School of Nursing and Midwifery, Kings College London.  She is a Fellow of the Royal College of Nursing, Queen’s Nursing Institute and Honorary Professor at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.

Abstract

The history of nursing has been dominated by the process of professionalisation and especially the high politics associated with those processes.  Although knowledge claims are clearly central to professional status and legitimacy research into the development of nursing’s knowledge and research base remains scant.  This paper attempts to plot the provenance and processes by which new knowledge is produced in nursing.  The first part of the paper takes us on a speculative journey into what a history of nursing knowledge might look like and maps key sign posts along the way.  It argues that although nursing is often accused of being intellectually introverted a case can be made for the knowledge base being shaped by wider intellectual currents, social forces and disciplines.  The second part considers the extent to which nursing has been able to control its knowledge base or relied upon borrowing or adapting knowledge from other disciplines.  It argues that attempts to create an autonomous knowledge base through the nursing process, a separate taxonomy of nursing tasks, language and nursing theory have faltered in their attempt to carve out a separate identity for nursing as a discipline.  Finally, it examines early efforts to produce knowledge through research.  It argues that the RCN was crucial in supporting as well as sponsoring these studies and in providing legitimacy for research to be institutionalised within the profession.  The paper concludes by arguing that historical research has an important contribution to make not only to enriching the scholarly and intellectual basis of nursing but by bringing new sources of evidence and questions to bear upon the study of the discipline itself.
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