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	RCN RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING CENTRE

	1. RCN 2008 annual international nursing research conference, 8th - 11th April 2008, Liverpool, England. Dr Andrea Nelson, Chair of the Conference Scientific Committee, is inviting nominations for keynote speakers for the 2008 conference in Liverpool, England. The keynote presentations have to date, been given by UK and international speakers of international repute. To help facilitate a considered selection, could you please complete the attached template and send to Jenifer Caveney, email: j.caveney@man.ac.uk by 16th November 2006.

	

	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	2. RCN Research Society Masterclass, "Public and patient involvement in research and development" on 8th December 2006 at Cowdray Hall, RCN HQ, London, England. Delegates are invited from nursing and non-nursing professions. Students are also welcome. You do not have to be an RCN member to attend. Please see the attached flyer for more information and a booking form or contact Jenifer Caveney, Tel: 0161-237 2049, email: j.caveney@man.ac.uk. Please respond as soon as possible for catering purposes.

	

	CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	3. Clinical Development & Support Services Ltd. CDSS is an expanding Clinical Research Organisation serving the pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical device industries in UK, Europe and the USA. We are currently looking to recruit experienced research nurses/study site co-ordinators. Applicants must possess a nursing qualification and be NMC registered. For more information see the website or contact John Illingworth, email: john.illingworth@cdssltd.com

	4. Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales Medicines for Children Local Research Network clinical research posts. A number of new posts (full time or job share, Band 6) are available for nurses or other allied health professionals to work as research support staff. These offer an ideal opportunity for motivated and enthusiastic individuals to develop a career in paediatric clinical research. Working along side senior research nurses and a network manager under the direction of two co-directors you will help facilitate high quality research studies aimed at improving the safety of medicines for children. Training and education including mentorship will be available to support this work. For more information see the website or contact Debbie Gore, Tel: 0151-252 5562 ext. 2562, email: debbie.gore@rlc.nhs.uk. Closing date for applications is 8th November 2006.

	

	CURRENT RESEARCH COMMISSIONS

	5. Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) Invitation to Tender (Review of Evidence and Local Scoping Work): Exploring options for service and system change in delivering services to adults with chaotic lives & multiple needs (ACLMNS). For more information see the website or contact Heidi Gaffney, Office Manager, CSIP, Tel: 0115-971 4789, email: Heidi.Gaffney@dh.gsi.gov.uk. Deadline for the receipt of applications is 8th November 2006.

	

	RESEARCH TRAINING

	6. University of British Columbia School of Library Archival and Information Services (SLAIS) Research Methods Resources on the WWW. This resource, developed by Mary Sue Stephenson, SLAIS, University of British Columbia, lists useful online guidance on the following research methodologies: Action Research; Case Study Research; Content Analysis; Electronic Journals; General Qualitative Research; General Research Methods; General Survey Research; Historical Research; Internet Research; Measurement, Validity & Reliability; Online Books; Qualitative Analysis; Qualitative Ethnographic; Qualitative Group Methods; Quantitative Analysis; Qualitative & Quantitative; Interviews; Questionnaires; Professional Associations; Research Ethics; Research Software; Sampling.

	

	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

	7. Consultation documents <http://www.man.ac.uk/rcn/policy/rcncons.html>. The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents, many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process, an up-to-date list of consultations appears on the Internet for all to see. This list will be updated regularly. Recent consultations (with deadlines in brackets) include:
a) Department of Health, "Health care Professional Regulation: public consultation on proposals for change" [10th Nov 06]
b) Welsh Assembly Government, "A Strategy for Social Services in Wales over the Next Decade" [15th Nov 06]
c) Disability Right's Commission, "DRC's Fitness Standards Formal Investigation" [30th Nov 06]
d) Scottish Executive, "Draft Guidance for Licensing Boards and Associated Draft Regulations" [8th Dec 06]
e) Scottish Executive, "Regulation of Care (Scotland) Act 2001 - Proposal to reduce the minimum frequency of inspections of certain care services by the Care Commission from 1 April 2007" [8th Dec 06]
f) Welsh Assembly Government, "Housing, Social Care & Health for BME Elders" [15th Dec 06] 
g) Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety, "HSS Trust Transfer orders", [15th Dec 06]

	8. The NHS Service Delivery and Organisation Research and Development Programme (SDO) aims to produce research evidence directed at improving the organisation and delivery of health services, and to promote the uptake and application of that evidence in policy and practice. To help them understand the issues that are most important, a survey has been devised. To take part in the survey, click here: http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/researchneeds2006.html

	9. NICE consultations - the RCN contribution <http://www.rcn.org.uk/members/direct/display.php?BSID=380>. Do you want to inform the decisions made by NICE for the NHS? The RCN is a stakeholder for all the health technology appraisals and clinical guidelines issued by the National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) for the NHS in England and Wales. We want the input of RCN Members to ensure nursing perspectives are incorporated. For more information see the website or contact Caroline Rapu, Project Leader, RCN NICE portfolio, email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk New this month includes:

Clinical guidelines and cancer service guidance in progress
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Calls for stakeholder registration:
* None 
Scope consultations:
i) Personality disorders - borderline (21 Nov - 19 Dec 06)
ii) Personality disorders - antisocial (21 Nov - 19 Dec 06) 
iii) Rheumatoid arthritis in adults (15 Nov - 13 Dec 06)
Draft consultation:
* None

Technology appraisals in progress
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Appraisal Consultation Documents (ACDs) to be published:
* None
Final Appraisal Documents (FADs) to be published:
i) Hyperparathyroidism - cinacalcet HCl (3 Nov - 17 Dec 06) 
ii) Rheumatoid arthritis - adalimumab, etanercept and infliximab (20 Nov - 4 Dec 06)
Appeals to be heard:
i) Mesothelioma - pemetrexed disodium (27 Oct 06)

Interventional procedures in progress
NICE will consult on the following procedures (consultation period 31 Oct - 28 Nov 06):
i) Laparoscopic insertion of peritoneal dialysis catheter 
ii) Implantation of accommodating intraocular lenses during cataract surgery 
iii) Injectable bulking agents for faecal incontinence 
iv) Radiofrequency-assisted liver resection

Public Health
NICE expects to issue consultation documents on:
Call for stakeholder registration: 
i) Workplace physical activity interventions 
ii) Management of long term sickness and incapacity programme 
iii) Promotion of physical activity in children programme 
iv) Health promotion in schools and colleges of further education (PHSE) programme
Scope consultations: 
i) Mental health and young people (27 Oct - 27 Nov 06)
Stakeholder meetings: 
i) Mental health and young people (17 Nov 06)
Final Scope:
* None
Consultation on synopsis of evidence:
i) Maternal and child nutrition programme (20 Nov - 18 Dec 06)
Consultation on draft recommendations: 
i) Substance misuse (10 Nov - 8 Dec 06) 

[Glossary of terms:
Technology Appraisals are recommendations on the use of new and existing medicines and treatments within the NHS in England and Wales, such as: * medicines; * medical devices (for example, hearing aids or inhalers); * diagnostic techniques (tests used to identify diseases); * surgical procedures (for example, repairing hernias); * health promotion activities (for example, ways of helping people with diabetes manage their condition).
Clinical Guidelines are recommendations on the appropriate treatment and care of people with specific diseases and conditions within the NHS in England and Wales.
Please note this information can be found via the NICE monthly e-newsletter, <http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=e-newsletter>]

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	10. NICE guidance - Oct 2006 <http://www.nice.org.uk/>  
NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales this month. To find out more click on the following links:

Clinical Guidelines to be issued to the NHS: NICE expects to issue the following guidance:
Clinical Guidelines 
i) Dementia
Technology Appraisals
i) Breast cancer (early) - hormonal treatments 
ii) Alzheimer's disease - donepezil, rivastigmine, galantamine and memantine (review)
Interventional Procedures
i) Fetal vesico-amniotic shunt for lower urinary tract outflow obstruction 
ii) Therapeutic amnioinfusion for oligohydramnios during pregnancy (excluding labour) 
iii) Laparoscopic radical prostatectomy 
iv) Cryotherapy for renal cancers 
v) Living-donor liver transplantation 
vi) Selective dorsal rhizotomy for spasticity in cerebral palsy
Public Health
* None 

Public Health Evidence. NICE expects to publish the following evidence documents:
i) Mental health evidence briefing

	11. NHS Health Technology Assessment Programme monograph series. <http://www.hta.ac.uk/>. The HTA programme is a national programme of research established and funded by the Department of Health's Research and Development programme. The HTA programme actively seeks out the questions which meet the NHS's research needs, commissions research to meet those needs, and communicates the findings to the NHS and its users. 342 monographs have now been published since the start of the programme. The most recent monographs include:
i) HTA Vol 10 (40) What are the clinical outcome and cost-effectiveness of endoscopy undertaken by nurses when compared with doctors? A Multi-Institution Nurse Endoscopy Trial (MINuET). http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1155.asp 
ii) HTA Vol 10 (39) The effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of computed tomography screening for coronary artery disease: systematic review. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1444.asp 
iii) HTA Vol 10 (38) A comparison of the cost-effectiveness of five strategies for the prevention of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug-induced gastrointestinal toxicity: a systematic review with economic modelling. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1300.asp 
iv) HTA Vol 10 (37) Cognitive behavioural therapy in chronic fatigue syndrome: a randomised controlled trial of an outpatient group programme. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1136.asp 
v) HTA Vol 10 (36) Clinical effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of tests for the diagnosis and investigation of urinary tract infection in children: a systematic review and economic model. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1325.asp 
vi) HTA Vol 10 (35) Psychological therapies including dialectical behaviour therapy for borderline personality disorder: a systematic review and preliminary economic evaluation. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1464.asp 
vii) HTA Vol 10 (34) Cost-effectiveness of using prognostic information to select women with breast cancer for adjuvant systemic therapy. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1146.asp 
viii) HTA Vol 10 (33) Computerised cognitive behaviour therapy for depression and anxiety update: a systematic review and economic evaluation. http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1405.asp

	12. Bernstein, A. et al (2006), "A framework to measure the impact of investments in health research", Canadian Institute of Health Research. This paper describes the approach taken by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) to develop a framework and indicators to measure the impact of health research.

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - SUBSCRIPTION BASED)

	13. Newell, R., & Burnard, P. (2006), "Vital notes for nurses: research for evidence-based practice", Blackwell Publishing. 
[SYNOPSIS: Vital notes on research and evidence-based practice provides a concise, accessible introduction to research and evidence based practice for pre-registration students and newly qualified nurses. It places research and evidence in the context of clinical practice, introduces the main methodological approaches in qualitative and quantitative research and describes the processes of research appraisal, dissemination and implementation. It aims to engage students with the research and evidence agenda, demonstrate the relevance of research and evidence to nursing practice, and provide them with the skills needed to explore these areas in greater detail.]

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	14. RCN Sexual Health forum conference, "Managing the demands - champions and challenges in sexual health" from 15th - 16th June 2007 in London, England. For more information see the website or contact Mirka Ferdosian, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3583, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: sexualhealth@rcn.org.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 10th November 2006.

	15. Drug Utilisation Research Group (UK and Ireland) 18th annual scientific meeting, "Capturing health gain - do we need a bigger net or smaller mesh?" on 18th January 2007 in London, England. For more information see the website or contact Professor Stephen Chapman, Honorary Secretary, DURG (UK & Ireland), Tel: 01782-584 131. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 13th November 2006.

	16. 7th annual Cardiovascular Nursing Spring meeting, "Changing practice to improve care" from 23rd - 24th March 2007 in Manchester, England. For more information see the website or contact Secretariat, Tel: +44 (0)161-427 7057, email: cardiology@conferencesearch.co.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 1st December 2006.

	17. Society for Academic Primary Care 36th annual scientific meeting, "Primary Care Research for Better Health: Delivering International Excellence" from 4th - 6th July 2007 in London, England.  For more information see the website or contact Sue Stewart, Tel: 01865-331 839, email: office@sapc.ac.uk. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 9th March 2007.

	

	EVENTS

	18. University of Birmingham research seminar, "Issues in the design of randomized controlled trials" on 15th November 2006 in Birmingham, England. Speaker: Prof Julius Sim, Professor of Health Care Research, Keele University. For more information contact Julie Werrett, Tel: 0121-414 7120, email: J.A.WERRETT@bham.ac.uk.

	19. RCN Community Children's Nursing Forum conference, "Community Children's Nurses - here, there and everywhere!" on 15th March 2007 at RCN Headquarters, London, England. For more information see the website or contact Mirka Ferdosian, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3583, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: communitychildren@rcn.org.uk.

	20. Foundation Congress of HORATIO - European Psychiatric Nurses congress and general assembly, "Mental Health in Europe: the contribution of psychiatric nursing practice and science - 'Discover the field, enjoy the scenery'" from 22nd - 24th March 2007 in Arnhem, The Netherlands. For more information see the website or contact Oud Consultancy and Conference Management, Tel: + 31 20 409 0368, E-mail: info@oudconsultancy.nl.


Return to Bulletin
