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	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre
WEEKLY ELECTRONIC BULLETIN - 25th September 2006


 
	RCN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	1. RCN Research Society newsletter, "Research headlines". The editor, Dr Julie Taylor, would like contributions for the next edition. Please see the guidance for inclusion and send contributions by 6th October 2006 to Julie Taylor, email: j.z.taylor@dundee.ac.uk 

	2. The RCN Research Society Marjory Simpson New Researcher's Award 2007. This award is an annual award available to new or inexperienced researchers, currently undertaking a post-graduate course of study leading to a higher degree (MSc, MPhil, PhD). The award will cover the cost of the conference fees, conference accommodation and up to 100GBP travel costs to attend the RCN 2007 annual international nursing research conference, from 1st - 4th May 2007 in Dundee, Scotland. To qualify for the award, an applicant must be a member of the Royal College of Nursing Research Society.  For more information see the website or contact Jenifer Caveney, Tel: 0161-237 2049, email: j.caveney@man.ac.uk Deadline for the receipt of applications is 27th October 2006.

	3. RCN Yorkshire and the Humber Research Society seminar, "Research and organisational approval within the new primary care configuration" on 17th October 2006 in Leeds. Facilitated by Linda Dobrzanka, Research co-ordinator, Bradford City Teaching PCT and Sally-Anne Pearson, Research governance manager for Leeds, Bradford and Wakefield. For more information, please contact Marilyn Kirshbaum, email: m.kirshbaum@sheffield.ac.uk, or Mary Cooke, email: mary.cooke@sheffield.ac.uk, co-chairs of the RCN Yorkshire and the Humber Research Society.

	4. RCN Research Society East Midlands seminar, "Ready to Go!" on 13th October 2006 in Chesterfield, England. Re-launching the RCN Research Society in the East Midlands. The inaugural meeting is primarily for Nurse Consultants; however any nurses with an interest in research who would like to attend or would like to be put on the mailing list for future events should in the first instance contact Jan Woodward, PA for research at Chesterfield Royal Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, email: jan.woodward@chesterfieldroyal.nhs.uk. The RCN Research Society in the East Midlands is convened by Dr Laura Serrant-Green, Editor of Nurse Researcher and Daniel Wolstenholme, R&D Advisor for Chesterfield Royal Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. If you would like to attend please reply to Jan Woodward who will add you to the list and send you our preliminary questionnaire which will help us plan future events. 

	

	CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	5. University of Birmingham Department of Primary Care and General Practice Research Nurse. Grade G. To join the Smoking Research Group, part of the Cardiovascular Team in Primary Care & General Practice, to work primarily on two clinical trials in smoking cessation. For an informal discussion contact Dr. Paul Aveyard, Tel: 0121 414 8529, email: p.n.aveyard@bham.ac.uk. Deadline for receipt of applications is 4th October 2006.

	6. Cambridgeshire RDSU Research & Development Advisor. Salary 27,622 - 36,416GBP. This post offers the opportunity to provide advice and support to NHS health professionals and others both at an individual and group level on carrying out a piece of quality health related research. The support is from initial idea through funding sources, regulatory requirements to implementation and dissemination. The successful candidate will have a post graduate qualification in a research related subject and experience in research, mentoring and development of training events and resources. You will seek out opportunities to promote research related activities and communicate effectively across organizations. For an informal discussion please contact Elizabeth Young, Tel: 01223-884 488. Closing date for receipt of applications is 12th October 2006. Job Ref: CSPCT206.

	

	RESEARCH TRAINING

	7. Lewins, A. & Silver, C. (2005), “Choosing a CAQDAS Package: A working paper”, CAQDAS, Guildford, England. This paper offers a summary of types of software for managing textual or qualitative data as a starting point for thinking about which one may be most suited to the type of project and data you are working with and the way you like to work.

	

	RESEARCH NETWORKS

	8. Centre for Applied Research in Education (CARE). A centre for research and evaluation in education and the professions. Serving lifelong learning in the public and private sectors. Activities... Applied research including action research; programme and policy evaluation; consultancy; methodological development; research training; research degrees.

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (CURRENT)

	9. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) new work programme topics. The referral of new work programme topics to NICE has been formerly announced.  Also included in the announcement are the existing topics that have been transferred to the Single Technology Appraisal Process (STA).  The topics are listed below. If you would like to be involved in any of this work on behalf of the RCN, please contact Caroline Rapu, email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk. 
i) SINGLE TECHNOLOGY APPRAISALS
* Idaraparinux sodium for the prevention of stroke in patients with atrial fibrillation
* Idaraparinux sodium for the prevention of recurrent venous thromboembolism
* Rituximab and abatacept for the treatment of refractory rheumatoid arthritis
* Adalimumab and leflunomide for the treatment of moderate to severe psoriatic arthritis
* Alteplase for acute ischaemic stroke
* Varenicline for smoking cessation
* Ruboxistaurin (LY333531) for diabetic eye disease
* Erlotinib (Tarceva) for non small cell lung cancer
* Irinotecan (Campto) for adjuvant advanced colorectal cancer (subject to licensing)
* Pemetrexed (Alimta) for non small cell lung cancer
* Cetuximab (Erbitux) for locally advanced recurrent metastatic head and neck cancer (subject to licensing)
* Atrasentan (Xinlay) for hormone refractory prostate cancer (subject to licensing)
* Omalizumab (Xolair) for asthma
* Lerdelimumab (CAT-152) for glaucoma
* Carmustine implants (Gliadel Wafers) for glioma (recurrent)
* Nesiritide (Natrecor) for acute heart failure
* Natalizumab (Tysabri) for multiple sclerosis
* Infliximab (Remicade) for psoriasis

ii) MULTIPLE TECHNOLOGY APPRAISALS
* Neuro-imaging in the first onset atypical psychosis
* Cochlear Implants
* Continuous positive airways pressure for sleep apnoea
* Certolizumab pegol and natalizumab for the treatment of moderate to severe Crohn's disease

iii) PUBLIC HEALTH INTERVENTION GUIDANCE
* Strategies for reducing the harm from smoking: To produce guidance on the prevention of the uptake of smoking in children and young people, including point of sale measures.
* Sensible drinking: To produce guidance for use in primary and secondary schools on sensible alcohol consumption.
* Workplace health promotion: To produce intervention guidance on workplace health promotion with reference to physical activity, and what works in motivating and changing employees' health behaviour; and to produce intervention guidance on workplace health promotion with reference to smoking, and what works in motivating and changing employees' health behaviour.
* Promotion of mental health: To produce guidance for schools on the promotion of good mental health in children; to produce guidance for workplaces on the promotion of good mental health in employees; and to produce guidance for primary care and for residential care institutions on the promotion of good mental health in older people.
* Strategies for reducing health inequalities in the short, medium and longer terms: To produce guidance for the NHS and other sectors on what works in driving down population mortality rates in disadvantaged areas where risk of early death is higher than average, with particular reference to proactive case finding and retention, and access to services

iv) PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMME GUIDANCE
* Promotion of physical activity in children: To produce guidance on physical activity, play and sport for pre-school and school age children, in family, pre-school, school and community settings.
* Health promotion in schools and colleges of further education: To produce guidance on school, college and community based personal, social and health education, including health literacy, with particular reference to sexual health behaviour and alcohol.
* Management of long term sickness and incapacity: To produce guidance for primary care and employers on the management of long term sickness and incapacity.

	10. UK Clinical Research Network (UK CRN) Portfolio Database. UKCRN has developed a database which will capture study and accrual information on all the studies in the UKCRN portfolio and which will build into a valuable and useful register of clinical research studies being carried out in the UK.

	

	CURRENT/COMPLETED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (COMPLETED - OPEN ACCESS)

	11. NHS Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) Programme published reports <http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/>. SDO is a national research programme that has been established to consolidate and develop the evidence base on the organisation, management and delivery of health care services. Recently published final reports include:
i) SDO/13. Partnership and complexity in continuity of care: a study of vertical and horizontal integration across organisational and professional boundaries (relationships between organisations).
ii) SDO/21. Managing change and role enactment in the professionalised organisation.
iii) SDO/34. Evaluation of a primary care dermatology service.
iv) SDO/36. The relative importance, both implicit and explicit, attached to cost effectiveness, equity and absolute access by people and organisations providing health services.
v) SDO/69. Review of the literature: User involvement in the design and delivery of nursing, midwifery and health visiting research.
vi) SDO/76. Concordance, adherence and compliance in medicine taking: scoping exercise.
vii) SDO/80. Patient choice and the organisation and delivery of health services.
viii) SDO/82. Outpatient services and primary care

	12. North West User Research Advisory Group in conjunction with Health R&D North West publication (2006), "Public involvement in health research in the North West: Report of the Success Stories mapping project and conference 2005/6."

	

	DISSEMINATING YOUR RESEARCH (CALL FOR PAPERS)

	13. University of Sheffield & Institute of Health & Social Care Studies, Guernsey joint conference, "Sharing practice: sharing care" from 25th - 27th April 2007 in Guernsey, Channel Islands. For more information see the website or contact Michelle Smith, Tel: 0114-222 9811, email : m.e.smith@sheffield.ac.uk Deadline for the receipt of abstracts has been extended to 30th September 2006.

	14. University of Central Lancashire in collaboration with University of Hull conference, "Building resiliency in children and families" from 8th - 9th February 2007 in Preston, England. A two-day international, interdisciplinary conference. For more information see the website or contact Liz Kelly, Events Co-ordinator, email: ejkelly@uclan.ac.uk Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 3rd October 2006.

	15. Community-Campus Partnerships for Health (CCPH) 10th anniversary conference, "Mobilizing Partnerships for Social Change", from 11th - 14th April 2007 in Toronto, Canada. How do we combine the knowledge and wisdom in communities and in academic institutions to solve the major health, social and economic challenges facing our society? How do we ensure that community-driven social change is central to service-learning and community-based participatory research?  For more information see the website or contact CCPH, email: ccphuw@u.washington.edu. Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 6th October 2006.

	16. Change Champions Toolkit seminar, "Improving the Delivery of Emergency Care: sharing the lessons learnt" from 10th - 11th May 2007 in Brisbane, Australia. For more information see the website or contact Char Weeks, email: change.champions@bigpond.com Deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 15th December 2006.

	

	EVENTS

	17. University of Glasgow Division of Nursing & Health Care research seminar series 2006-7. For further information please contact Susanne Mackenzie, Divisional Secretary, Tel: 0141 330 4051, email: smk35c@clinmed.gla.ac.uk.  
7th Nov 06, "Facing Death: A reflection on nursing practice - Saunder's notion of 'good death' and Haidegger's philosophical framework", Erna Haraldsdottir
13th Mar 07, "Pick yourself up, dust yourself down and start all over again? Issues in epidemiological research", Janne Pearson
1st May 07, "www.dipex.org. A resource of video and audio illness narratives for patients, the public teaching and research", Dr Sue Ziebland

	18. City University St Bartholomew School of Nursing & Midwifery Mental Health Research Seminar series 2006/7. All seminars are free, open to all and held at St Bartholomew School of Nursing & Midwifery, Philpot Street, Whitechapel, London, E1 2EA. The seminars start at 4pm prompt. For further information see the website or contact Julia Jones, Tel: 020 7040 5485, email: j.jones-4@city.ac.uk.
19th Oct 06, "Mental Health Nursing and the Randomised Control Trial", Richard Gray, Institute of Psychiatry, University of London
16th Nov 06, "An Ethnographic Study of Psychiatric Nursing", Joy Bray, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge
7th Dec 06, "Architecture of Mental Health and Race" David Sallah, University of Wolverhampton
11th Jan 07, "Introduction to Pre Therapy - Prouty's Contact Work", Catherine Clarke, Independent Mental Health Speaker, Carer
8th Feb 07, "Meeting the Needs of Muslim Service Users", Sue Salas, Mental Health Strategies
8th Mar 07, "Mental Health Outcomes Research - Implications for Practice", Mike Slade, Institute of Psychiatry, University of London
19th Apr 07, "Self-help for Depression in Primary Care", Karina Lovell, University of Manchester
10th May 07, "Evaluating a nurse-led service addressing the physical health needs of substance users", Patrick Callaghan, University of Nottingham
14th Jun 07, "The Mental Health Needs of Women Prisoners", Cathy Stancer, Women in Prison

	19. RCN Pain forum conference, "Partnerships in pain" on 4th December 2006 in RCN HQ, London, England. For more information see the website or contact Holly Peppiatt, Conference & Events Organiser, RCN Events, Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square, London, W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3580, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: pain@rcn.org.uk

	20. Health R&D North West workshop facilitated by North West Users Research Advisory Group, "How can public involvement work in research networks?" on 7th December 2006 in Warrington, England. The session is aimed at: *people who have an interest in meaningful and effective public involvement in health-related and clinical research; *people who are involved with any research network in the North West, whether in a lay or professional capacity. For more information see the website or contact Sara Morris, Tel: 01524-592 656, email: s.m.morris@lancaster.ac.uk

	21. RCN Health Visitors and Public Health Forum conference, "Bugs, birds and bangs!" on 11th December 2006 in RCN HQ, London, England. For further information, see the website or contact Vicky Langley, Conference & Events organiser, RCN Events, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN. Tel: 020 7647 3586, Fax: 020 7647 3411, E-mail: Victoria.langley@rcn.org.uk
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