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Abstract Submission Checklist

Abstracts submitted for the RCN Research Society Akinsanya Award are peer reviewed by a panel. The criteria against which panel members judge are listed here in the form of a checklist for you to use prior to submitting your abstract. A small number are shortlisted and the Award Panel then judge the award after reading all the shortlisted theses. 
In order to increase the potential for your abstract to be reviewed favourably, reach the shortlist and win this prestigious award, you may like to invite a "critical friend" or indeed your supervisor to review your abstract against these criteria before you submit your abstract. If you have any ticks in the "no" column you can then amend your abstract before you submit it.  

	
	
	yes
	no
	N/a

	1
	The abstract must be about a doctoral research project or portfolio of projects that were presented in a doctoral thesis 
	
	 
	 

	2
	The abstract should specify how the doctoral work contributes to nursing scholarship
	
	 
	 

	3
	Material presented in abstracts must be concise and coherent and demonstrate innovation (n.b. this could be methodological). 
	
	 
	 

	4
	The author must make explicit the contribution to health care policy and, or practice 
	
	 
	 

	5
	Abstracts must outline the research process and the findings.
	
	 
	 

	6
	Abstracts should be structured: background, aims, methods, results, discussion and conclusions and contribution to 2,3, and 4. 
	
	 
	 

	7
	Sample size and sampling method used must be supplied where appropriate.
	
	
	

	8
	Relevant contextual information must be given.
	
	 
	 

	9
	The word limit of 1000 words (excluding references and title) must be adhered to.
	
	 
	 

	10
	Abstracts should not contain any information about the author/s, as these are reviewed blind.
	
	
	

	11
	Abstracts must be accompanied by a covering sheet (separate) providing name, contact details, RCN number, date of award, and signed statement indicating a digitized copy of the original thesis has been submitted to the RCN Collection of Nursing Doctoral Theses.
	
	
	

	In addition references are normally cited and should be provided using the Harvard referencing system.


