Paediatric Nurse Education and developments in Slovenia – Beisa Žabkar

Nurses and Midwives Association of Slovenia
Purpose of the organisation
Nurses and Midwives Association of Slovenia is the only professional organization of nurses, who are the most numerous professional group of health care professionals. Its main purposes are: 

· to unite nurses and health technicians from the entire country and to represent their professional, social and economic interests;

· to develop and promote modern nursing care; and

· to provide quality nursing care for all people.
Membership is voluntary – it is an honour and obligation for all nurses and health technicians who are active nursing professionals, retired nurses, pupils and students of nursing.

We publish : 

· the professional magazine “Obzornik zdravstvene nege” (Nursing Review), it was first published in 1954. Three or four issues of the Review are published every year. All who wish to receive this professional magazine can subscribe to it by sending us an order form;

· the monthly gazette Utrip, which has been published since 1993 and is sent free of charge (costs are covered by membership fees) to all our members. The gazette Utrip provides information on activities and decisions of individual bodies within our organisation, on important activities in nursing at home and abroad. We publish yearly and monthly programmes of professional national and international seminars as well as contributions of our members and other authors. 
The organization consists of the following 11 regional societies: Ljubljana, Maribor, Celje, Pomurje, Ptuj -Ormož, Nova Gorica, Koper, Slovenj Gradec, Novo mesto, Velenje and the Society for Gorenjska. 

30 professional sections work within the organisation, these sections provide continuing professional education of their members and other health care professionals. 

One of professional sections is Section of nurses and tehnicians in pediatric nursing care.

We join the Paediatric Nurses Associations of Europe in York on 30.september in 2004, two years before. After the meeting in York and than one year later in Rottedam I published an article with all important activities of Paediatric Nurses Associations of Europe.

I think that this was very important moment. Our leadership and section in pediatric nursing care start to thinking how to change this education programm. Since 1984 we didn”t have any more education for pediatric nurse. We have to conform our with European programm..

So this year in march we prepared the education programm for pediatric nurse in Middle health school for nurses. This programm will be placed like module. The student who will choose this module after diploma only can get the job on pediatric departments. This is the V. education level. We used a Virginia Handerson model for preparing the programm.
The nursing technicians who work at least 20 years in pediatric nursing care  will go through national professional qualification program. We prepared the program for VI. Level. This program we have to prepared by the European social fund.
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