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 All about the RiCH Group -

What you need to know

The RiCH Group was launched in June 1997 as a network for all RCN members interested in research in the field of Child Health and Children's Nursing, whether as active researchers, practitioners or students. Membership is free to all RCN members.  

The philosophy of the group is to support, encourage and inform those involved in the nursing care of children, to become involved in the development of a sound body of evidence for the nursing care of children. This philosophy of openness, positive encouragement and sharing of information and expertise underpins the development of the Network. 

The aim of the RiCH Group is to promote best possible care of the child and family by encouraging practise that is evidence based.




This will be achieved by

· Providing a supportive infrastructure for new and experienced researchers, innovators and all nurses working in child health to share good practice and exchange information

· Encouraging nurses at all stages of development to use the best available evidence to challenge existing practices and develop new approaches to care

· Using the network and publicity to demystify research and disseminate findings thereby making research accessible to all child health nurses

· Developing opportunities to feed into the wider research agenda 

· Identifying research gaps; areas for collaborative and multidisciplinary research; and opportunities to improve the quality of research

The steering committee
The RiCH Group consists of a steering committee, concerned with the strategic direction of the whole network, augmented by an increasing number of regional groups. Activities from the steering committee include: the development of a benchmark for evidenced based practice, the organisation of the Research in Practice Award, disseminating research findings through a number of columns in the network pages of the journal, Paediatric Nursing, and organising fringe events at a number of conferences. 

The steering committee consists of eight members each with a portfolio of work and is a RiCH Group member who attends 3 out of 4 meetings each year. The meetings all take place at the RCN Headquarters in London. Please contact the chair for up to date information about vacancies and application. 




The regional groups
The aim of the regional groups is to provide a nationwide support network for nurses at all stages of development to exchange information about research developments in child health practices in order to provide ‘best’ evidence based care for the child and family. The regional groups provide access to the Network for members at a local level.

There are currently 16  regional groups:

Birmingham, Bristol, Manchester, Merseyside and Cheshire, Scotland, Newcastle, East Yorkshire, Worcester, Norfolk , Northern Ireland, Wales, London North, London South, Sheffield, South West and North and West Yorkshire 

More specific details for each regional 

group  can be found on our web page

http://man.ac.uk/rcn/ukwide/rich.html
Setting up a Regional Group

If you are interested in setting up a regional 

group please contact the UK Regional Groups
Co-ordinator 

Theresa Pengelly

Email on t.pengelly@worc.ac.uk
. 

How to join the RiCH Group 
If you would like to join the RiCH Group either:

· Contact the Chair: 

Dr Jane Coad, Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Child and Adolescent Health, Hampton House, Cotham Hill, Bristol. BS6 6JS

Email on Jane.coad@uwe.ac.uk 

· Ring RCN Direct on 0845 772 6100 and ask to join membership group number 1212 

· Fill in one of the forms available at all regional group meetings

Further information about the RiCH Group  can be found on our web page:

http://www.man.ac.uk/rcn/ukwide/rich.html







