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INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY 
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REVIEW DATE: 07/03
Issues
· What should the RCN be doing in the international arena for children’s nursing and child health? 

· What are the reasons and priorities for our international activity?

Aim: 

To ensure international activity is cost effective, meets members needs, enhances RCN reputation and the cause of Children’s and Young People’s nursing and health care globally.

1. Member support

· Children’s and Young People’s specific Information and advice for members wishing to work/working outside of the UK 

· Guidance and support for members wishing to work/working outside the UK

Potential requirements

· The International dept and RCN Direct may need input to maintain up to date information about employment of children’s nurses outside of the UK. There is a wealth of experience among members about working in undeveloped and eastern European countries which could be collated into guidance, including links to other sources of opportunities, advice and support.

Action
· To identify areas of practice which require guidance documents and discuss with the International Office and RCN Direct re: the demand from members for specific member support related to Children’s and Young People’s nursing.

2. Influencing

· For UK nursing

· For children’s nursing globally

· For child health and children’s rights

UK Nursing

The priority for UK nursing is the situation in Europe and requests for assistance from small Paediatric Nursing Associations/European Association of Children’s Hospitals (EACH) who are struggling to maintain educational courses and recognition. Activity would impact positively on UK nursing. PCN has done work on a specialist education framework and is looking at competencies, EU workforce movement policies etc. 

Children’s Nursing Globally

Professional status and education of paediatric nurses is an issue in many countries. The International Association of Paediatric Nurses network could be the route for supporting efforts of colleagues in other countries.

Child Health and Children’s Rights

EACH, Child Friendly Healthcare Initiative, UNICEF baby friendly activities are routes for the RCN to provide support/advocacy for children’s health and rights. Other opportunities need to be taken which would also enhance the international reputation of the RCN.

Action:

· Discuss European issues with Susan Williams in relation to PCN. 

· Consider the establishment of a European network of Paediatric Nursing Associations as an urgent activity.

· Maintain active support for CFHI and EACH; monitor for other low cost opportunities. 

· Consider taking over co-ordination of IAPN or increase degree of active support for Dutch Paediatric Nurses Association.

· Explore relationships (via RCPCH) with European Medical Groups - CESP, UNEPSA

3.
Practice and Service Development

· Local projects: supporting, doing?

· Networks for sharing resources, guidance etc

· International projects: CFHI, UNICEF Baby Friendly

· Visits / links / contacts: International Office ad hoc need for site contacts

Action:

· The most effective / widest impact activity is the support of global projects and the development and maintenance of networks. The RCN itself should not engage in further local projects but can provide links / contacts and member support as in 1 above.

· Establish and maintain an International member contact database

4. RCN specialist Children’s & Young People’s groups international activity

· As detailed on collated forum action plans and at present supported within forum budgets. The latter will need to be reviewed as activity has developed on an ad hoc basis (see Appendix 1 - relevant section from collated FoP Action Plan).
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Appendix 1

Children's & Young People's Field of Practice European and International Activity

European Nursing Organisations: 

European Association of Adolescent Health
European Respiratory Society

European Oncology Nurses Society (EONS) – Member
European Society of Paediatric & Neonatal Intensive Care

Dutch Paediatric Nurses Forum

Other International Nursing Organisations: 

International Association of Paediatric Nursing
International Paediatric Intensive Care Group

International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care (ISNCC) – Member
Society of International Paediatric Oncology (SIOP)

Association of Paediatric Oncology (APON)
University of Hong Kong, department of Paediatric Surgery

Croatian Surgical Nurses Society
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