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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. UK Clinical Research Collaboration report (2007), "From Donation To Innovation: An analysis of health research funded by medium and smaller sized medical research charities". 

The report gives a breakdown of spending by 29 members of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) on all types of health research across all areas of health and disease in the UK. The analysis was carried out by the UKCRC, in collaboration with the AMRC. The report builds on the UKCRC's UK Health Research Analysis, published in 2006, which examined the research portfolios of the 11 largest government and charity funders of health-related research in the UK and included the three largest UK health research charities: Wellcome Trust, Cancer Research UK and the British Heart Foundation. The new analysis broadens this national picture of health research by examining the funding activities of other AMRC member charities. Collectively, the two analyses give an overview of the distribution of 96% of AMRC members' research funds.

Website: http://www.ukcrc.org/publications/news/charityresearchanalysis.aspx 


	Career Development Opportunities

	2. King's College London Florence Nightingale School of Nursing & Midwifery: Nursing Research Fellow

We are looking for an enthusiastic and motivated researcher to join our team and to lead a 2 year project on nurse-led management of gastro-oesophageal reflux in primary care, funded by the Burdett Trust for Nursing. You will have a track record in research and publication and preferably experience in Gastroenterology (not essential). Possible opportunity to study for a PhD for suitable candidate. 

Salary will be on the Research Fellow scale (29,927 - 32,147GBP + London weighting). Fixed term 2 year contract. 

Contact: Professor Christine Norton, Burdett Institute of Gastrointestinal Nursing
Tel: 0208 869 5429
Email: Christine.s.norton@kcl.ac.uk

Closing date 28 November 2007

	3. Royal College of Nursing (RCN)/National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) Call for clinical specialists

The Department of Health has asked National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) to develop and publish the following Guidelines: 
i) Recognition and initial management of ovarian cancer (Clinical Guideline)
ii) Management of alcohol dependence (Clinical Guideline)
iii) Diagnosis, prevention and management of delirium (Clinical Guideline)
iv) Management of stable angina (Clinical Guideline)
v) Recognition and diagnosis of Coeliac disease in adults (Short Clinical Guideline)

NICE is also expecting to start work on the update of the Lung Cancer guideline. If you would like to be involved in any of these  topics on behalf of the Royal College of Nursing, please 

Contact: Caroline Rapu
Email: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk

Further information on NICE work is available on www.nice.org.uk

Please respond by 30 November 2007.


	Research Funding

	4. The Foundation of Nursing Studies (FoNS)

FoNS works with nurses, midwives and specialist community public health nurses to develop and share new ways of improving patient care. FoNS can offer support to a wide range of practice development projects. To be kept up-to-date about FoNS initiatives please sign up for the Foundation of Nursing Studies e-newsletter. 

Small Projects Programme (http://www.fons.org/ahcp_funding.asp) This programme supports clinically based nurses, midwives and healthcare teams over one year periods who want to develop healthcare practice to improve patient care in any healthcare setting across the UK. 10 grants are available of up to 2,000GBP each year. Applications can be made at any time. 

Practice based development and research Programme (http://www.fons.org/ahcp_practicedev.asp)  FoNS and GNCT both share a commitment to advancing nursing practice and improving patient care and have formed a partnership to support a new programme which will enable and fund nurses to undertake practice based research with the explicit purpose of developing practice and improving patient care. The programme aims to support nurse-led healthcare teams who have identified an aspect of care that needs improving and are committed to working in a systematic way to develop and change practice through research. Applicants and projects must be based in clinical practice and it is anticipated that projects will run over a maximum of two years, with funding available of up to 5,000GBP. Closing date for applications is 14 December 2007.

Contact: Kate Saunders
Email: kate.sanders@fons.org 
Website: www.fons.org/ 


	Current Research Commissions

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Policy Research Programme (PRP) commissioning of Department of Health Modelling Unit

The Department of Health, through its Policy Research Programme, wishes to commission a Modelling Unit in order both to strengthen strategic policy development and to inform immediate policy decisions. The Unit will be required to respond flexibly to requests for rapid delivery of modelling work and to develop longer-term products.

Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/callsproposals/prp/default.cfm 

Deadline for receipt of registration of intention: 19 November 2007

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) R&D Programme call for proposal

Ref: PCC198 - Research on the organisation and delivery of services for older people. A maximum of 2.5 millionGBP over three years is available for research in this area. Projects of up to three years' duration may be funded to a maximum of 450,000GBP per project. Projects are expected to start no later than September 2008.

Website: http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/currentcalls.html 

Deadline for receipt of full proposals: 20 December 2007


	Research Training 

	7. RCN online Clinical Governance Resource has arrived!

The resource aims to promote a better understanding of clinical governance, exploring key themes and providing a four country perspective on national standards and strategies. It points users to relevant RCN products and services and guides them to further valuable resources available elsewhere. The resource includes the stories of a range of people, including nurses, highlighting their experiences of implementing clinical governance.

Visit it at:  http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance


	Research Policy/Strategy

	8. Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) promotes public access to the results of the research it has funded.

CIHR unveiled a new policy which will require its researchers to ensure that their original research articles are freely available online within six months of publication. "Timely and unrestricted access to research findings is a defining feature of science, and is essential for advancing knowledge and accelerating our understanding of human health and disease," stated Dr. Alan Bernstein, President of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. "With the development of the internet it is now feasible to disseminate globally and easily the results of research that we fund. As a publicly-funded organization, we have a responsibility to ensure that new advances in health research are available to those who need it and can use it - researchers world-wide, the public and policy makers."

Website: http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/34851.html 


	Research Governance/Ethics

	9. Clinical Research Organisation model Clinical Trial Agreement (CRO mCTA)

The CRO mCTA is a tripartite agreement between a pharmaceutical company sponsoring a trial, the contract research organisation (CRO) managing it and the NHS organisation where the trial takes place. It based on the bipartite model Clinical Trial Agreement, used by pharmaceutical companies and NHS organisations, but is tailored to trials managed by CROs. It is designed to be used without modification for CRO-managed trials in patients in NHS hospitals throughout the UK. Four versions of the CRO mCTA have been developed to ensure compliance with the law and to reflect regional institutional arrangements across the UK. See the website for more details. 

Website: http://www.ukcrc.org/activities/regulationandgovernance/modelagreements/cromcta.aspx 


	Consultations Documents

	10. RCN-led consultations

The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process an up-to-date list of consultations is available on the RCN website. Recent consultations with RCN deadlines in brackets include:

Scotland October to November deadlines
- Scottish Public Pensions Agency, "Proposals for change to the ill health provisions within the NHS Pension Scheme from 1st April 2008" [30 Nov 2007]
- Scottish Executive, "Independent Scrutiny: The Independent Examination of Proposals for Major Change in NHS Services: A Public Consultation" [11 Jan 08]

Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/researchanddevelopment/policy/consultations


	Research in Progress

	11. Chief Scientist Office (CSO), Scotland, research grants awarded

The Chief Scientist Office (CSO), part of the Scottish Executive Health Directorates, supports and promotes high quality research aimed at improving the services offered by NHS Scotland, and the health of the people of Scotland. Further details of the projects listed below can be found on the National Research Register <www.nrr.nhs.uk>

Biomedical and Therapeutic Research Committee

(CZB/4/521) Targeting influenza A H5N1-infected cells using novel antibody targets and 't bodies'
(CZB/4/588) Proof of principle validation of a human embryo stem cell based screen for susceptibility to infections prion transmission
(CZB/4/582) Epigenetic modification of glucocorticoid receptors by early life events

Health Services Research Committee

(CZH/4/426) A randomised controlled trial of the effect of exercise training on exercise capacity in older patients with heart failure
(CZH/4/463) A randomised controlled trial of the effectiveness of pedometers plus systematic advice to increase physical activity levels in sedentary older women
(CZH/4/414) Psychological wellbeing and social support in hospitalised women in the perinatal period: a prospective urban/rural comparison
(CZH/4/418) Establishing a database to study gene-environment interactions and pharmacogenomics for asthma among Scottish children
(CZH/4/449) The role of psychological factors in predicting short-term outcome following suicidal behaviour
(CZH/4/417) Decision to transfer: risk assessment and decision making in labour in remote and rural settings
(CZH/4/421) A cluster randomised controlled trial of enhanced pharmacy services for methadone patients

HSRC small grants

(CZG/2/251) Pilot study for a cluster randomised controlled trial of a prescribing intervention to reduce risk of hospital acquired infection with Clostridium difficile in older inpatients
(CZG/2/286) Perinatal circumstances and family composition in a birth cohort and risk of psychiatric morbidity and suicidal behaviour in later life
(CZG/2/294) A longitudinal analysis of the effects of infant self-regulation, early mother-infant interaction and attachment security on externalising behaviour problems at age 5
(CZG/2/333) A web-based platform to support the development, delivery, modelling and evaluation of complex interventions: Intervention Modelling Experiments (IMEs)
(CZG/2/283) Reproductive outcome following ectopic pregnancy
(CZG/2/318) Clinical utility of pulse wave analysis (PWA) using applanation tonometry at the radial artery to determine both the presence of coronary artery disease (CAD) and predict future cardiovascular prognosis: a prospective diagnostic-prognostic accuracy study
(CZG/2/307) An investigation of the relationship between obesity, twinning rates and perinatal outcomes in Grampian
(CZG/2/313) Short term evaluation of the Zero Tolerance Respect package in Midlothian primary schools, a randomised controlled trial

CSO Website: <http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/cso/>


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	12. Dr C Macduff, An analysis of the development of family health nursing in Scotland through policy And practice 1998 - 2006

A new e-thesis has been published that is of direct relevance to understanding current developments in Scottish (and UK and European) community nursing and primary care. It looks in depth at how and why the World Health Organisation (WHO) Europe concept has developed as it has, and how this has influenced the proposed new Community Health Nurse role. Feedback on the thesis is welcome.

Contact: Dr Colin Macduff, Lecturer, School of Nursing and Midwifery
Tel: +44 01224-262647 
Email: c.macduff@rgu.ac.uk 
Website: http://www.rgu.ac.uk/nursing/research/page.cfm?pge=27219 

	13. Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) 
 
SCIE's aim is to improve the experience of people who use social care by developing and promoting knowledge (gathered from diverse sources and a broad range of people and organizations) about good practice in the sector.  Recent updates include:

Older people

i) Dementia care: amendment to technology appraisal. Following the outcome of a judicial review in August 2007, NICE has amended and reissued the technology appraisal guidance on donepezil, galantamine, rivastigmine and memantine for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease in September 2007. The amended guidance clarifies the steps healthcare professionals should take when assessing whether Alzheimer's disease is of moderate severity and highlights that clinicians should be mindful of the need to secure equality of access to treatment.

Disabilities

i) Resource guide 9: Working together to support disabled parents. This online resource provides guidance on how to develop inter-agency protocols to support families in which parents have additional needs related to physical and/or sensory impairments, learning disabilities, mental health, drug and alcohol-related problems or serious illnesses. It includes background information, templates for protocols and key features of good practice. 
ii) Practice guide 10: Community-based day activities and supports for people with learning disabilities: How we can help people to 'have a good day'. This guide is about what services can do to ensure that people with learning disabilities 'have a good day'. It is about: building community opportunities and support so that people can have ordinary daily lives; day service modernisation; community-based services; employment; lifelong learning; leisure; and relationships. It includes research evidence; policy; examples of good practice; checklists; and practical hints and tips.

Mental health services

i) Dignity in care update. SCIE's Practice Guide 9: Dignity in Care now includes new resources for mental health services practitioners, following the extension of the Dignity in Care campaign to cover mental health services. We have added new practice examples covering mental health, and material on mealtimes and nutritional care. Key issues include tackling stigma, older people’s mental health care, and acute inpatient care.
ii) Knowledge review 15: Mtetezi - Developing mental health advocacy with African and Caribbean men. This knowledge review looks at the significant gap in high quality and effective mental health advocacy with African and Caribbean men. The research raises questions about the services, advice and support services currently being provided and what is actually needed by this over-represented group in the mental health sector. 
iii) Position paper 08: A common purpose: Recovery in future mental health services. This joint position paper is the result of a collaboration between the Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP), Royal College of Psychiatrists (RCPsych) and Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE). It is intended to make a positive and supportive contribution to the development of ideas, planning, service development and practice based on contemporary concepts of recovery.

Service user participation

i) Practice guide 11: The participation of adult service users, including older people, in developing social care. This online guide focuses on how practitioners and managers can initiate and sustain the participation of adult service users, including older people, in ways that empower service users and reflect a shared commitment to developing social care services in a more democratic way. This guide proposes adopting a whole systems approach to developing participation including: culture, structure, practice and review.

e-Learning

i) e-Readiness in the social care sector. The social care workforce is ready to use more web-based methods of learning, according to Ipsos MORI research commissioned by the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE). In its survey of 2,000 social care organisations, Ipsos MORI found that 66 per cent of employees felt that they had the skills to use information and communication technologies (ICT), with 68 per cent having access to a computer at work and 81 per cent with access at home. These results were in contrast to the views of employers, who often believed that their employees did not have knowledge and confidence in ICT or would be intimidated or uninterested in the idea of e-learning. 

Social work education

i) Resource guide 8: Assessment in social work: a guide for learning and teaching. This online resource guide is aimed primarily at social work educators. The guide uses existing SCIE resources on assessment to: examine aspects of assessment in social work; consider approaches to teaching and learning of assessment; pose issues and questions for social work educators to consider when planning and reviewing teaching and learning of assessment. 
ii) Interprofessional education report. Interprofessional learning has become embedded within the requirements for qualifying level education for social work and health professionals. This online review of IPE for qualifying social work complements SCIE's Knowledge review 10: The learning, teaching and assessment of partnership work in social work education. This report aims to provide a systematic synthesis and evaluation of research knowledge about IPE and its outcomes at qualifying social work level. 

Website: <http://www.scie.org.uk/>


	Practice Development 

	14. The NHS R&D Forum Primary and Social Care Working Group and the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) Primary Care Research Team Assessment Management Group paper: "Research Ready" - Practical Uses for PCTs

The paper outlines two main areas in relation to Primary Care Research Team Assessment - research governance compliance and research facilitation - and describes how they might be relevant to the work of PCTs. 

Website: http://www.rdforum.nhs.uk/toolkit/pcrta%20toolkit.doc (opens as MS Word document)


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	15. 30th Annual International Association for Human Caring Conference Call for Abstracts 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 6 - 9 April 2008 

Email: iahc2008@unc.edu 
Website: www.humancaring.org 

Abstract deadline: 15 November 2007


	Events

	16. Universities UK Policy Conference: Research Assessment and Funding

The conference will explore key research and innovation policy issues, in particular those relating to the development of a new quality assessment and funding system following RAE 2008. This will be one of the first opportunities to discuss the forthcoming HEFCE consultation on the new arrangements, which will include a greater focus on the use of metrics.

Woburn House Conference Centre, London, 27 November 2007

Contact: Catriona Coyle
Tel: 0207 419 5411
Email: Catriona.Coyle@UniversitiesUK.AC.UK

Website: www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/events 

	17. University of Bolton School of Health and Social Sciences public lecture

Professor Will van den Hoonaard, Department of Sociology, University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, Canada.

Deane Main Lecture Theatre, Deane Campus, University of Bolton, 28 November 2007, 4.00pm - 6.00pm

Contact: n.g.dunn@bolton.ac.uk 

	18. Kings College London School of Nursing and Midwifery Dean's Lecture Series 2007/8

4 December 2007, 5pm - 6.30pm, Franklin Wilkins Building, Stamford Street, London, England

"Managing Performance in the NHS", Professor Dame Jacqueline Docherty

Contact: Debbie McCarthy
Tel: 020 7848 3563
Email: debbie.mc_carthy@kcl.ac.uk

Website: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/nursing/events/events.html

	19. Child Well-Being Research Centre, University of Southampton and Making Research Count, University of Brighton regional conference 2007: The developing world of the child

Chilworth Manor, Southampton, 5 December 2007

Contact: Naomi Smith, Co-ordinator, Making Research Count Brighton
Tel: 01273 644530
Email: nms4@brighton.ac.uk

	20. University of Stirling Department of Nursing & Midwifery research seminar

Thursday 6 December 2007, Iris Murdoch rooms 1 & 2 Stirling Campus, room 39 Highland Campus and room 2.438 Western Isles Campus

Postgraduate research: reports from students
i) Anne Taylor, Exploring the experiences of people affected with laryngeal cancer focusing on information and support
ii) Roma Maguire, The experience of symptom clusters in patients with lung cancer
iii) Keith Colver, Treat and Refer Guidelines in the Scottish Ambulance Service
iv) Alex J Woods, Responses to Chest Pain
v) Sarah Annesley, An investigation of the implementation of Scottish health policy designed to improve the care of people with long-term conditions

Contact: nm.research@stir.ac.uk or 01786 466340

Website: http://www.nm.stir.ac.uk/research/research-events.php 


