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Clinical Governance e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Quality Standards and Innovation Unit at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects of clinical governance. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk  
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This Bulletin was sent out on 24th March 2011
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This bulletin is part-themed on maternity care and services, with particular reference to the 
High Impact Action on ‘Promoting normal birth’

These selected resources are arranged under the following headings:
High Impact Action; Strategy and policy; Guidance and tools; Staff focus; Agencies; Campaigns; Reports/reviews; Research/statistics

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *

High Impact Action

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement: Promoting normal birth
"The aim: to increase the normal birth rate and eliminate unnecessary caesarean sections through midwives taking the lead role in the care of  normal pregnancy and labour, focusing on informing, educating and providing skilled support to first-time mothers and women who have had one previous caesarean section". http://www.institute.nhs.uk/building_capability/hia_supporting_info/promoting_normal_birth.html 
Full chapter from the Essential Collection. http://www.institute.nhs.uk/images//documents/BuildingCapability/HIA/4.Promoting%20normal%20birth.pdf 
Case studies:
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
http://www.institute.nhs.uk/images//documents/BuildingCapability/HIA/Case_studies/Promoting%20normal%20birth%20cs1.pdf
Luton and Dunstable Hospital 
http://www.institute.nhs.uk/images//documents/BuildingCapability/HIA/Case_studies/Promoting%20normal%20birth%20cs2.pdf
Western Sussex Hospitals NHS Trust 
http://www.institute.nhs.uk/images//documents/BuildingCapability/HIA/Case_studies/Promoting%20normal%20birth%20cs4.pdf

Promoting normal birth - literature review
http://www.institute.nhs.uk/images//documents/BuildingCapability/HIA/Literature_review/literature%20review%20-%20Supporting%20Normal%20Births%20-%20Naturally.pdf 

Strategy and policy

England:

DH (2010) Equity and Excellence. Liberating the NHS. This White Paper sets out the Government's long-term vision for the future of the NHS.  The Government aims to ‘extend maternity choice and help make safe, informed choices throughout pregnancy and in childbirth a reality – recognising that not all choices will be appropriate or safe for all women – by developing new provider networks.’ http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_117353 

DH (2007) Maternity matters: choice, access and continuity of care in a safe service. This document is an important step in meeting the maternity standard set out in the Children’s NSF. It specifically addresses the commitment made by the Westminster Government before the 2005 general election that; ‘By 2009 all women will have choice over where and how they have their baby and what pain relief to use’ and ‘We want every women to be supported by the same midwife throughout her pregnancy.’ National policy in England promotes normal birth. Maternity Matters states that midwives should have the skills and confidence to promote normal birth.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_073312

DH (2007) National Service Framework for Children Young People and Maternity Services Standard 11: Maternity Services. This standard addresses the requirements of women and their babies during pregnancy, birth and after birth. It includes women's partners and their families; and it addresses and links to pre- and post-conception health promotion and the Child Health Promotion Programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/Browsable/DH_4094336

DH (2004) National service framework for children, young people and maternity services: Executive summary. This is an executive summary of the national service framework for children, young people and maternity services – a 10 year programme is intended to stimulate long-term and sustained improvement in children's health. It aims to ensure fair, high quality and integrated health and social care from pregnancy, right through to adulthood.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4089100

DH Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin February 2011. Bi-monthly e-Bulletin of the Children, Families and Maternity Team. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/DH_074806 

Northern Ireland:

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety: Maternity review 2010. The review was set up to consider the current provision for women at each stage of their pregnancy and the quality and safety of these services in the context of both national and international standards. Details of the terms of reference, membership of the project board and minutes of meetings are available.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/hss/maternity-review-2010.htm  

Scotland:

Scottish Government (2011) A Refreshed Framework for Maternity Care in Scotland: The Maternity Services Action Group. The Framework which refreshes the 2001 Framework, outlines the principles which govern maternity services from pre-conception, through pregnancy, childbirth, postnatal care and into parenthood in Scotland. The Framework also encompasses the 'Getting it Right for Every Child' (GIRFEC) national practice model to ensure promotion of wellbeing for every child from the start.  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/02/11122123/0 
Getting it right for every child.  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/childrensservices/girfec 

Scottish Government: Keeping Childbirth Natural and Dynamic (KCND) Programme. KCND aims to maximise opportunities for women to have as natural a birth experience as possible “providing evidence based care; reducing unnecessary intervention; ensuring informed choice; and developing multiprofessional care pathways”.
Overview of KCND aims and objectives. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/NHS-Scotland/nursing/naturalchildbirth  

NHS Quality Improvement Programme (NHS QIS): Scottish Woman Held Maternity Record (SWHMR). This is a national, standardised woman-held maternity record for women and maternity care staff in NHS Scotland. It supports a more uniform approach to maternity care in Scotland and facilitates standardised information collection and documentation. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/3944.html  
Guidance for maternity professionals. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/files/21366%20NHSQIS%20(SWHMR)Project.pdf

Wales:

Welsh Assembly Government (2005) NSF for Children, young people and maternity services (Wales). The National Service Framework launched on 30 September 2005 sets out the quality of services that children, young people and their families have a right to expect and receive in Wales. Children, parents and carers have all been involved in drafting the Framework. It promotes normality and choice, breastfeeding, services for pregnant women from disadvantaged or minority groups and communities and better birth environments. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?OrgID=441  
Short guide to the NSF. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgId=441&pid=33013
  
Welsh Assembly Government: Consultation on the draft document ‘A Strategic Vision for Maternity Services in Wales’. The aim of this strategy is to inform and underpin the planning and delivery of high quality maternity services by Local Health Boards and set out how the Welsh Assembly Government will move to a more outcome focused approach to monitoring the quality of care. The consultation closes on 18 April 2011. 
Consultation: http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/maternity/?lang=en   
News: http://new.wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2011/110126maternity/;jsessionid=2BVrNQvCnmQQ32rRh3dpqVlBHZwJt3GChf78fTlVLY74YnRjRM1g!-1212586704?lang=en    

Guidance and tools

MIDIRS (2009) Normal birth podcast. This podcast discusses the UK's normal childbirth agenda. Registration is required to access this MIDIRS podcast. Registration is free and once logged in free access is provided to all the MIDIRS podcasts.
http://www.midirs.org/development/midirspodcast.nsf/open/D9096F0D0A63506080257673004E5A46

National Childbirth Trust: Normal birth. This section includes links to related documents on normal birth. http://www.nct.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/normalbirth 
 
National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA): Increasing safety for maternity services by using the surgical checklist. The NPSA has released a Surgical Safety Checklist for Maternity aimed at improving patient safety and reducing harm in maternity care across the NHS. Produced in conjunction with the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG), the Checklist is an adaptation of the World Health Organization (WHO) Surgical Safety Checklist. http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/corporate/news/increasing-safety-for-maternity-services-by-using-the-surgical-checklist/
WHO (2010) WHO Surgical safety checklist: for maternity cases only.
http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/type/guidance/?entryid45=83972

NHS Choices - Find and choose maternity services. This is a searchable tool providing information about maternity units and enables comparison between maternity units.
http://www.nhs.uk/servicedirectories/Pages/ServiceSearch.aspx?ServiceType=Hospital&ServiceName=Maternity&WT.mc_id=111001 

NHS Education for Scotland (NES): Midwifery Managed Knowledge Network (MKN). The MKN enables midwives to find, access, share and contribute information and evidence to support their care of new and expectant mothers. http://www.midwiferymkn.scot.nhs.uk/home.aspx   

NHS Evidence - women's health. One of the specialist collections within NHS Evidence this provides access to up-to-date, high quality evidence-based health resources on all aspects of women's health. http://www.library.nhs.uk/womenshealth/ 
NHS Evidence - women's health - Normal pregnancy
http://www.library.nhs.uk/WOMENSHEALTH/SearchResults.aspx?tabID=288&summaries=true&resultsPerPage=10&sort=PUBLICATION_DATE&catID=5713

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement: Pathways to success: a self improvement toolkit - focus on normal birth and reducing Caesarean section rates. This toolkit is designed to help maternity services review and assess their current practice in promoting normal birth and reducing CS rates. The toolkit also provides practical techniques to support sustainable changes in maternity services.
http://www.institute.nhs.uk/index.php?option=com_joomcart&Itemid=194&main_page=document_product_info&products_id=334
  
NHS Quality Improvement Service (NHS QIS): KCND (Keeping Childbirth Natural and Dynamic) pathway. This pathway on the NHS Quality improvement Scotland website is one strand of the KCND programme. The ethos of the pathway is that pregnancy and childbirth are normal physiological approaches and unnecessary intervention should be avoided. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=5989
Frequently Asked Questions on the pathway. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/4587.html

NHS QIS (2008) Maternal history taking (Best Practice Statement). This updates the statement first published in 2004 to incorporate the Scottish woman help maternity record (SWHMR). It also includes an audit tool. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=4543  

NHS QIS (2008) Routine examination of the newborn (Best Practice Statement). This updates the 2004 statement. This provides guidance on the more detailed examination of a baby which is undertaken within 24 hours of birth. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/4273.html  

NHS QIS (2010) Learning and Improvement Briefing 1 – maternity services. LIB 1 draws together NHS QIS collective intelligence on maternity services to provide a checklist to support NHS Boards in local review and implementation of improvement.
http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=8437   

NHS Wales (2004) All Wales clinical pathway for normal labour. The clinical pathway for normal labour was published in 2004 and was developed as a response to the increasing levels of intervention during labour. It provides support for midwives who wish to practice evidence-based clinical care of the highest standard with minimal unnecessary intervention. It also provides a framework to maximise the opportunity for women in Wales to experience normal childbirth. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?orgid=327  

NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) Clinical guidelines: 
1. CG110 (2010) Pregnancy and complex factors. To be used in tandem with CG62 on antenatal care for women who may need additional support in accessing services and information.

1. CG 62 (2008) Antenatal care: Routine care for the healthy pregnant woman. Advice on the routine care that all healthy women can expect to receive during their pregnancy. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG62 

1. CG70 (2007) Induction of labour. Best practice advice on the care of women who are having or being offered induction of labour. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG70 

1. CG55 (2007) Intrapartum care: management and delivery of care to women in labour. The advice covers: healthy women who are giving birth at 37-42 weeks (known as 'term'). http://www.nice.org.uk/CG55  

1. CG45 (2007) Antenatal and postnatal mental health: clinical management and service guidance. Advice on mental health problems during pregnancy and after giving birth. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG45  

1. CG37 (2006) Routine postnatal care of women and their babies. Covers the core care that every healthy woman and healthy baby should be offered during the first 6-8 weeks after the birth. http://www.nice.org.uk/CG037

RCN Midwifery and Fertility Nursing Forum community. The Forum aim to promote the highest standards of practice and increase awareness of midwifery and reproductive health. The Forum’s community website provides information and news. Members receive an email newsletter and there is a dedicated area of the RCN Discussion zone. http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/communities/rcn_forum_communities/midwifery_fertility_nursing/newsletter_archive

RCN (2007) Pregnancy and disability: RCN guidance for midwives and nurses. This guidance has been designed to help midwives and nurses to provide evidence-based and client-led care to meet a disabled individual’s needs during pregnancy, birth and beyond. http://www.rcn.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/78733/003113.pdf

Royal College of Midwives, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists & National Childbirth Trust (2007) Making normal birth a reality. Consensus statement from the Maternity Care Working Party which shared views about the need to recognise, facilitate and audit normal birth. http://www.rcog.org.uk/womens-health/clinical-guidance/making-normal-birth-reality 

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) (2007) Birth after previous caesarean birth. This guideline provides evidence-based information to inform the care of women undergoing either planned vaginal birth after previous caesarean section (VBAC) or elective repeat caesarean section (ERCS).
http://www.rcog.org.uk/womens-health/clinical-guidance/birth-after-previous-caesarean-birth-green-top-45

Scottish Government (2011) Improving Maternal and Infant Nutrition: A Framework for Action. The Framework can be used by NHS Boards, local authorities and others to improve the nutrition of pregnant women, babies and young children in Scotland.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/13095228/0  

Scottish Government: Reducing Antenatal Health Inequalities: Outcome Focused Evidence into Action Guidance. This guidance details the specific actions needed to strengthen antenatal healthcare at NHS Board and national level. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/13095621/0 

Welsh Assembly Government (2008) All Wales Neonatal Standards for Children and Young People's Specialised Healthcare Services. This document is one of a series of standards for specialised services for children and young people, which were issued for consultation between 2005 and 2008. The standards and key actions in this document are written from an all Wales perspective and therefore apply to all children and young people with this particular health need, wherever they live in Wales. 
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/childrenyoungpeople/publications/neonatalstandards/?lang=en 

Staff focus

DHSSPS (2010) A partnership for care: Northern Ireland Strategy for Nursing and Midwifery 2010-2015. The strategy is the culmination of a range of work which has been undertaken in Northern Ireland in response to the Modernising Nursing Careers agenda and which supports the Midwifery 2020 initiative. There are four strategic themes: promoting person centred cultures; delivering safe and effective care; maximising resources for success; supporting learning and development.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/8615_-_a4_partnership_web.pdf

King’s Fund (2010) Maternity care in general practice. This report suggests that, should GPs be trained so that they are adequately skilled to look after women safely, they could be more involved in antenatal care, particularly during the first trimester. This would require an urgent clarification of the GPs roles and responsibilities, as well as communication channels, within the multi professional maternity team. The Kings Fund does not recommend that GPs undertake intrapartum care.  
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/current_projects/gp_inquiry/dimensions_of_care/maternity_care_in.htm l 
 
King’s Fund (2011) Staffing in maternity units: getting the right people in the right place at the right time.  The report considers the available evidence about the relationship between staffing levels and deployment practices and safety of care for mothers and babies, focusing specifically on labour and birth. It sets out the policy background and the workforce issues currently faced by maternity services. 
Publication: http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/maternity_unit_staff.html  
Blog: http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/maternity_staffing.html   

NES (2010) Maternity care assistants in Scotland: a Skills Passport: revised 2010. The Skills Passport supports achievement of the competencies of a Maternity Care Assistant (MCA) as contained in the 2006 competency framework
http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/publications/maternity-care-assistants-in-scotland-a-skills-passport--revised-2010  

NES (2006) Maternity Care Assistants in Scotland: A Competency Framework. This document sets the context for the development of this role. It includes indicative job description, Knowledge and Skills Framework outline for an MCA, examples of role development within Scotland.
http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/publications/maternity-care-assistants-in-scotland-a-competency-framework- 
 
Northern Ireland Practice and Education Council for Nursing and Midwifery (NIPEC) (2010) Development of a maternity support worker programme for Northern Ireland. Recommendations for the development of this role arose out of a number of initiatives which looked at the skill mix in maternity services. This work was informed by similar work done in Wales and Scotland. http://www.nipec.hscni.net/pub/Maternity%20support%20worker%20programme%20Final%20Report%20April.pdf

RCOG (2007) Safer childbirth: minimum standards for the organisation and delivery of care in labour.  This sets out RCOG's views about the essential minimum staffing standards required to support women in labour and provide safe care for them and their babies.
http://www.rcog.org.uk/womens-health/clinical-guidance/safer-childbirth-minimum-standards-organisation-and-delivery-care-la 
 
Scottish Multiprofessional Maternity Development Programme. Aims to provide Scottish maternity professionals with key information, particularly about courses http://www.scottishmaternity.org/  
 
Welsh Assembly Government (2002) Realising the potential. A strategic framework for nursing, midwifery and health visiting in Wales into the 21st century. Briefing paper 4. This framework aimed to develop “Policy and practice that reflects birth as a normal physiological process for the majority of women” and recommended that “Maternity service policies should be reviewed and developed to ensure that they minimise intervention for women with normal pregnancies”.
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/health/strategies/realisingpotential4?lang=en 

Agencies

Association for Improvements in the Maternity Services (AIMS). AIMS is Working towards normal birth and raising awareness of current research on childbirth and related issues. it aims to provide independent support and information about maternity choices. http://www.aims.org.uk/   

Birth Choice UK. BirthChoiceUK is a voluntary organisation which helps women choose their maternity care through information provided by way of its website.  It provides information and maternity statistics for each maternity unit in order to help parents know what questions to ask locally and to decide where to plan to have their baby. There are also summaries and analyses of maternity statistics for the four countries.   http://www.birthchoiceuk.com/

 Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat). The national Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health. http://www.chimat.org.uk/ 
 
National Childbirth Trust. The NCT is the UK's leading charity for parents. The charity support people through the life changing experience of pregnancy, birth and early parenthood. http://www.nct.org.uk/home  

National Collaborating Centre for Women's and Children's Health. The Centre which is funded by NICE specialises in producing national clinical guidelines for health care professionals who care for women, children and their families in the NHS. Their guidelines aim to improve the quality of care, choices and outcomes for women and children. http://www.ncc-wch.org.uk/ 

National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit (NPEU). The NPEU aims to produce high quality research evidence that can improve the care provided to women and their families during pregnancy, childbirth, the newborn period and early childhood as well as promoting the effective use of resources by perinatal health services. https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/ 
 
Royal College of Midwives. The RCM is a trade union and professional organisation led by midwives for midwives. It represents the interests of midwives in all four UK countries individually and collectively, promoting excellence, innovation and leadership in the care of childbearing women, the newborn and their families, nationally and internationally.  http://www.rcm.org.uk/   

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. The RCOG encourages the study and advancement of the science and practice of obstetrics and gynaecology. They do this through postgraduate medical education and training development, and the publication of clinical guidelines and reports on aspects of the specialty and service provision.
http://www.rcog.org.uk/ 

Campaigns

RCN joins the global campaign to reduce maternal deaths. The RCN has signed up to the global maternal mortality campaign headed by the former Prime Minister’s wife, Sarah Brown. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/campaigns/maternal_mortality  
White Ribbon Alliance: Global maternal mortality campaign. The website describes the objectives of the campaign and provides an overview of some of the activities and achievements of the campaign.  http://www.whiteribbonalliance.org/GlobalMaternalMortality.cfm  
The RCN marked International Women’s Day hosting an event in partnership with White Ribbon Alliance highlighting the international work to reduce maternal and child deaths. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_joins_forces_to_mark_international_womens_day  

Royal College of Midwives: Campaign for normal birth. The Campaign aims to inspire and support normal birth practice. http://www.rcmnormalbirth.org.uk/

Reports and reviews

Care Quality Commission (CQC) (2010) Maternity services 2010. This survey looks at women’s experience of maternity care in England. Over 25,000 women over the age of 16 who had given birth between January and February 2010 and who had received care from the 144 NHS trusts in England took part in the survey. A briefing note highlighting key issues, a full table of results and results for individual NHS trusts are available.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/aboutcqc/howwedoit/involvingpeoplewhouseservices/patientsurveys/maternityservices.cfm  

CQC (2008) Towards better births. A review of maternity services in England. Sets out the key findings and recommendations from the CQC’s comprehensive review of maternity services in England. The report states that ‘the management of healthy women with a straightforward pregnancy and no history of obstetric or medical complications should be led by midwives and facilitated through a working culture that facilitates normal birth. Advice and support from doctors is only sought if a medical opinion is needed or if labour or postnatal period care needs become more complex.’ http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=625

CQC (2007) Women’s experiences of maternity care in the NHS in England. Key findings from a survey of NHS Trusts carries out in 2007. The findings of this survey suggest that to meet the Government's aspirations for maternity services, which are designed around women's individual needs, trusts should involve women more in decisions about their care. This needs to be not only during pregnancy, labour and birth but also immediately afterwards, and later at home with their baby.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Maternity_services_survey_report.pdf

Confidential Enquiry into Maternal and Child Health (2007) Saving Mothers’ Lives: Reviewing maternal deaths to make motherhood safer – 2003-2005. This is the Seventh Report of the Confidential Enquiries into Maternal Deaths in the UK. It identifies areas of substandard care and lists ten overall recommendations highlighting the key issues to be addressed as a matter of priority by commissioners, providers and policymakers.
http://www.cemach.org.uk/getattachment/26dae364-1fc9-4a29-a6cb-afb3f251f8f7/Saving-Mothers%E2%80%99-Lives-2003-2005-(Full-report).aspx

Midwifery 2020: Delivering expectations. This final report brings together the outcomes of and key messages from the Midwifery 2020 project which set out to develop an informed vision for the contribution midwives make to achieving quality, cost-effective maternity services for women, babies and families across the United Kingdom. It is supported by five in-depth workstream reports. http://www.midwifery2020.org/

National Childbirth Trust (2010) Normal birth as a measure of the quality of care: evidence on safety, effectiveness and women's experiences. This report draws together evidence that highlights how giving birth without major medical procedures can be used as a measure of good midwifery care. The report also gives practical actions to guide the planning of service developments which increase opportunities for normal birth - whether at home, in a birth centre or in a hospital setting - without compromising safety or women’s experiences.
"In all four countries of the UK, maternity policy has been directed towards offering women access to midwife-led services, with an explicit focus in England, Wales and Scotland on promoting normal birth and reducing interventions." (p. 9)
http://www.nct.org.uk/_files/documents/dd32f9609d5172c4d47010771121fa77/NormalbirthasameasureofthequalityofcareV3.pdf 

National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit (2010) Delivered with care. A national survey of women’s experience of maternity care 2010. This survey of the experiences of maternity services users in England, contains a wealth of information on many aspects of maternity care. It includes questions about both women’s care and their views, and about men’s involvement. As a large, nationally representative sample, it gives a valuable snapshot of the state of maternity care in England. https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/maternitysurveys   

NHS QIS (2007) Scottish Confidential Audit of Severe Maternal Morbidity 5th annual report 2007. The most recent audit report which includes some analysis of trends over the 5 years of the audit. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=6088  

NHS QIS (2009) Scottish Perinatal & Infant Mortality & Morbidity Report 2009 (SPIMMR). Annual reports on perinatal mortality in Scotland have been produced since 1977. The report now also includes information on late fetal deaths (losses from 20 weeks gestation), late neonatal and post-neonatal infant deaths. In recent years, information on certain congenital anomalies occurring in livebirths, stillbirths, miscarriages and terminations has also been included. http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=7010  

Regulation and Quality Improvement Authority (RQIA) (2010) Review of Intrapartum Care overview report. The review assessed the quality and safety of care within maternity services in Northern Ireland based on ‘Safer childbirth, minimum standards for the organisation and delivery of care in labour’ published by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists with related organisations in 2007. http://www.rqia.org.uk/cms_resources/RQIA%20Review%20of%20Intrapartum%20Care%2011%20May%2010.pdf

Research and Statistics 

Academy of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting Research (UK). The Academy has been established as a collaborative enterprise by a partnership of organisations including the Royal College of Nursing. The prime concern of the Academy is "to be an expert collaborative voice for all aspects of research involving nursing, midwifery and health visiting in the UK, including policy development, its implementation and evaluation through negotiation and dialogue with other key stakeholders". http://www.researchacademy.co.uk/

BMC Pregnancy and childbirth. BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth is an open access journal publishing original peer-reviewed research articles in all aspects of pregnancy and childbirth.
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/

BMC Pregnancy and childbirth (2009) A case study evaluation of implementation of a care pathway to support normal birth in one English birth centre: anticipated benefits and unintended consequences ( Bick DE, Rycroft-Malone J, Fontenla M). The introduction of care pathways and protocols to standardise care and support implementation of evidence into practice has taken place across the NHS with limited evaluation of their impact. This multi-site case study evaluation was undertaken to assess the impact of use of care pathways and protocols on clinicians, service users and service delivery.  http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1471-2393-9-47.pdf 

Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth Group. One of the Cochrane Review groups preparing and maintaining Cochrane systematic reviews of interventions that relate to pregnancy and childbirth.   http://pregnancy.cochrane.org/
Reviews arranged by subtopics. http://pregnancy.cochrane.org/our-reviews 

DH (2009) Birth and beyond: a review of the evidence about antenatal education. This aim of this study was to synthesise published evidence concerning the cost and effectiveness of antenatal education, alongside evidence about stakeholder perspectives.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109832 

RCM: Midwifery research database. Searchable database which contains information on current and completed midwifery research projects. http://www.rcm.org.uk/college-archive/resources/midwifery-research/research-database/ 

Statistics on method of delivery:

1. ISD Scotland (2010) Births in Scottish hospitals: mode of delivery. http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/1612.html 
1. NHS Information Centre for health and social care (2010) NHS maternity statistics, England - 2009-2010. http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/maternity/nhs-maternity-statistics-england--2009-10
1. Welsh Assembly Government  (2010) Maternity statistics: method of delivery, 2000-2010. http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/headlines/health2011/110223/?lang=en  


****************************************************************************************

A. Clinical Governance: general

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS): Confidence in Care Programme - Consultation on the Pharmacy (NI) Order 1976 (Amendment) Order (NI) 2011. This legislation is being introduced to provide greater assurance to the public in relation to the regulation of pharmacists. The consultation closes on 22 June 2011.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/showconsultations?txtid=47933 

DH: Public Health England. This letter provides an update on the progress in the development of Public Health England (PHE) and includes a list of members of the Transition Executive Team to support the creation of PHE and the transfer of public health functions to Local Authorities. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125240 

DH: Industry review of the NHS Litigation Authority. As part of the wider review of Arms Length Bodies, the Department of Health has commissioned Marsh to undertake an industry review of the NHS Litigation Authority (NHSLA). All NHS stakeholders are invited to contribute their input to the review by 31 March 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_124968 

DH: UK influenza pandemic preparedness strategy 2011: strategy for consultation. This builds on, but supersedes, the approach set out in the 2007 national framework for responding to an influenza pandemic, taking account of the experience and lessons learned in the H1N1 (2009) influenza pandemic and the latest scientific evidence. The consultation closes on 17 June. 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_125316 

Royal College of Nursing (RCN): RCN expresses sympathy to Japanese colleagues. The RCN has written to the Japanese Nursing Association (JNA) to express condolences and sympathy for the huge loss of life following the earthquake and subsequent tsunami that hit Japan recently.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_expresses_sympathy_to_japanese_colleagues 

RCN: 23,000 sign letter to Chancellor before budget. Three RCN members handed a letter co-signed by nearly 23,000 members to 11 Downing Street, to express concerns about cuts to NHS frontline services.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/23,000_sign_letter_to_chancellor_before_budget 
RCN: RCN set to march. Hundreds of RCN members are set to join public sector workers at a TUC rally in London on 26 March. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_set_to_join_march 


B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques 

Academy of Medical Royal Colleges: Upper gastrointestinal bleeding toolkit. Produced by a collaboration of organisations including the Royal College of Nursing, this includes nine service standards to support both commissioning and providing NHS organisations to deliver effective, high quality UGIB services.  http://aomrc.org.uk/projects/upper-gastrointestinal-bleeding-toolkit.html 

Audit Commission: Producing quality reports. This briefing summarises the findings from the Audit Commission's Audit Practice reviews of quality reports at 52 (out of 115) foundation trusts and aims to help foundation trusts improve quality reports and the arrangements that underpin their production. http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/health/other/Pages/20110310producingqualityreports.aspx 

Audit Scotland: Audit Scotland newsletter, February 2011. 
http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/media/newsletters/ 

DH: Maintaining and improving quality during the transition: safety, effectiveness, experience. "Over the next four years, the NHS will need to rise to some of the greatest challenges in its history". This report, the first of a two-phase review considers some of the challenges around maintaining quality during a period of "major structural changes to how the NHS is organised and run". It builds upon the 'Review of Early Warning Systems in the NHS' report published in February 2010 and emphasises how quality must remain the guiding principle throughout the transition. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_125234 

DH: Quality Governance in the NHS – a guide for the provider board. “The primary purpose of the NHS, and everyone working within it, is to provide a high quality service, free at the point of delivery to everyone who needs it.  This common goal unites all those working in the NHS, from hospital doctors, to nurses, to GPs, to dentists, to allied health professionals, to clinical managers and non-clinical staff”. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_125238 

DH: The functions of GP commissioning consortia: a working document. The document has been produced in response to requests from GPs and others involved in the development of consortia and developed in partnership with the RCGP, NHS Alliance, National Association of Primary Care, Family Doctor Association and PCT network of the NHS Confederation. It describes the proposed statutory functions of GP consortia. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_124979 

DH: GP Contract Settlement for 2011-12. This letter from Dame Barbara Hakin sets out the outcome of negotiations between the BMA General Practitioners Committee (GPC) and NHS Employers on changes that will apply to GMS contractual arrangements in England from April 2011.  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125038 

DH: Bump to Breastfeeding resource. Letter to explain that this DVD commissioned from Best Beginnings to assist midwives and other professionals in providing essential information for pregnant women now has to be purchased or can be viewed online for free.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125001 
Watch from bump to breastfeeding. http://www.bestbeginnings.org.uk/watch-from-bump-to-breastfeeding/fbbdb8b2-4027-4fb8-a05f-dbca1329680c 

Healthcare Inspectorate Wales: Mental Capacity Act 2005 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Annual Monitoring Report for Health 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010. Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW) and Healthcare Inspectorate Wales (HIW) have published the findings of their first annual reviews of the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards. http://www.hiw.org.uk/news.cfm?orgid=477&contentid=18443 
Joint summary. 
http://www.hiw.org.uk/Documents/477/Joint%20Statement%20doc%202011%2003%2009%20_2_.pdf

Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP): HQIP unveils evaluation of clinical audit study. HQIP has published a new study designed to discuss the challenges in evaluating any quality improvement methodology in healthcare produced in conjunction with the Cambridge Institute for Research, Education and Management (CiREM).
http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-unveils-evaluation-of-clinical-audit-study/ 

HQIP: How Foundation Year Doctors can get the most from their clinical audit project. A new guide for junior doctors designed to provide all the essential knowledge needed for them to carry out a clinical audit. 
http://www.hqip.org.uk/junior-doctors-and-clinical-audit-guide-produced-by-hqip-and-uk-foundation-programme/ 

HQIP: Call for new clinical topics. HQIP has secured additional funding for several new national clinical audits and the call for new topic proposals is now live. Deadline for applications is noon 3 May 2011. http://www.hqip.org.uk/ncapop-new-topic-proposals/ 

Health in Wales: Support for children with learning disabilities and mental health issues. Health Minister Edwina Hart has announced £1.678m funding for child and adolescent mental health (CAHMS) and learning disabilities services running up to 2013-14. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/18486 

Health Services Management Centre (HSMC), University of Birmingham: Policy Paper 10 – The vanguard of integration or a lost tribe? Care trusts ten years on. Care trusts were established as a single organisation leading on the commissioning and/or delivery of health and social care services. This review concludes that this type of structure “can provide benefits but only if a history of joint working and trust exists and if there is a clear vision and active engagement of all stakeholders”. http://www.hsmc.bham.ac.uk/news/news/2011/3/care-trusts-policy-paper.shtml 

Implementation Science: The medium-term sustainability of organisational innovations in the National Health Service. Protocol for a study which will compare and contrast four case-study sites in England each of which was successful in sustaining its new model of service provision beyond an initial period of pilot funding for new genetics services provided by the Department of Health. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/19/abstract 

Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR): Dementia care in London. Providing high-quality care and support for the increasing numbers of people with dementia is one of the most challenging and complex issues of our time. This briefing identifies areas of unmet need, highlights problems with current provision, and draws attention to models of best practice.
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=808 

King’s Fund: Improving the quality of care in general practice. Report of an independent inquiry commissioned by The King's Fund. The report represents the most extensive review of quality across general practice carried out in recent years. Its work was informed by specially commissioned research and analysis of routinely available data across a range of aspects of general practice including: core elements of day-to-day practice.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/gp_inquiry_report.html 

King’s Fund: Social care funding and the NHS. An impending crisis? Examines trends in spending on social care, looking at three scenarios arising from the 27 per cent real reduction in the central government grant to local authorities that between 2011/12 and 2014/15, social care spending will be fully cut, will receive some protection, or receive no protection. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/social_care_funding.html 
BBC Health: Social care ‘facing funding gap of over £1bn’.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12758282 

Londonwide LMCs: Lighting the path – Londonwide LMC’s guidance for developing Consortia. Local Medical Committees Limited acts as the professional voice for London’s 6000+ GPs and their practice teams. This guidance it aims to ensure that the Consortia “do not replicate the behaviours of PCTs, that they challenge the behaviours of our suppliers, the hospital and foundation trusts, and above all operate in the spirit and with the strength of UK General Practice”. http://www.lmc.org.uk/news/news-detail.aspx?dsid=12033

National Nursing Research Unit (NNRU), King’s College London: Policy+ - Implementing and sustaining change in the contemporary NHS: lessons from the Productive Ward. ‘Given the quality and cost challenge currently facing the NHS, it is critical that improvement programmes are implemented quickly, on a large-scale and assimilated and sustained in routine practice.’ http://www.kcl.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/56/58/PolicyIssue29.pdf 

National Obesity Observatory (NOO): Obesity and mental health. Provides an overview of current evidence on the relationship between obesity and mental health in the UK and highlights the associations between common mental health disorders and obesity.
http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_10266_Obesity%20and%20mental%20health_FINAL_070311_MG.pdf 

NOO: Measuring diet and physical activity in weight management interventions. A practical guide to the measurement of physical activity and diet and provides a shortlist of practical, validated tools. http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_10414_Assessment%20Tools%20160311%20FINAL%20MG.pdf 
Supplement:
http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_10415_Supplement%20Assessment%20Questionnaires%20%20Final%20Draft%20160311%20MG.pdf 

NOO: Data sources: environmental influences on physical activity and diet. Describes available sources of national and local data on aspects of the neighbourhood environment that influence physical activity and diet. http://www.noo.org.uk/uploads/doc/vid_10418_Environmental%20%20data%20sources%20FINAL_editedformatted_%20MG%20100311.pdf 

National Mental Health Development Unit (NMHDU): Improving Wellbeing through Healthy Life Choices. This document provides some key learning to help Increasing Access to Psychological Therapy (IAPT) services collaborate with, in this case Health Trainer (HT) services, to improve access for clients to make physical and mental healthy life choices.
http://www.nmhdu.org.uk/news/improving-wellbeing-through-healthy-life-choices/ 

NMHDU: Better Mental Health Outcomes for Children and Young People; A Resource Directory for Commissioners. Commissioning high quality, effective children's mental health and emotional wellbeing services is a safeguard for children and families, and a cost-effective investment over the medium to long term. This directory brings together a range of valuable information, guidance and tools to help commissioners meet this aim.
http://www.nmhdu.org.uk/news/better-mental-health-outcomes-for-children-and-young-people-a-resource-directory-for-commissioners/ 
 
National Prescribing Centre (NPC): Key therapeutic topics: Medicines management options for local implementation.  This has been updated as part of the Quality, Innovation, Productivity and Prevention (QIPP) workstream. http://www.npc.co.uk/policy/qipp/qipp.htm 

NHS Confederation: Critical care paramedics can save more lives and cut costs. The study, looked at the use of paramedics at South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust. New critical care paramedics (CCPs) have been given extra training to deal with the most acute cases such as serious car crashes and stroke.
http://www.nhsconfed.org/OurWork/latestnews/Pages/Critical-care-paramedics-can-save-more-lives-and-cut-costs.aspx 

Nuffield Trust: NHS reforms in England: managing the transition. Sets out the key challenges associated with managing the transition to a reformed NHS, as envisaged in the White Paper: Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS, and proposes ways in which the risks associated with transition might be mitigated. http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&prID=760 

Nuffield Trust: An evaluation of the impact of community-based interventions on hospital use: a case study of eight Partnership for Older People Projects (POPP). Commissioned by the DH the Trust evaluated a small but carefully selected set of eight POPP interventions and examined whether these interventions were successful at preventing unplanned hospital admissions. This involved comparing the outcomes for participants in the interventions with matched controls. http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&prID=764

Palliative Care Cymru Implementation Board: Dying well matters. One Wales: 3 years on (2008-2011). The report highlights significant areas of progress. The Implementation Board will now focus on areas that still require changes.
Report. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/documents/Board-report-Palliative-care-2008-2011.pdf
News.   http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/18514
  
Scottish Commission for the regulation of care (Care Commission): Improving the Quality of Care in Scotland An overview of Care Commission findings 2002 to 2010. This charts the quality and availability of care services since 2002. It shows the progress that has been made and highlights:  what is good about care in Scotland, what has improved, and what still needs to be done to improve the quality of care by SCSWIS, Scottish Government, care service providers and the public.
http://www.carecommission.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7947&Itemid=168  

Scottish Commission for the regulation of care (Care Commission): Care Commission Bulletin - Palliative and end of life care. Are services meeting the standards in care homes for older people? This bulletin is based on the information that care home services provide on an annual basis throughout Scotland. 
http://www.carecommission.com/images/stories/documents/publications/reviewsofqualitycare/bulletin_no_6_palliative_care.pdf 

Scottish Government: Services for Neuromuscular Conditions: Ministerial Response to Strategic Reviews. A strategic review of the services available across Scotland for those living with neuromuscular conditions.
http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/App_Shared/frontpage/NeuroMuscularMinisterialStatement.pdf 

Scottish Government: Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland Final Report: Mapping Out the Next Stage of Activity in Developing Services and Health Improvement Approaches.. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17153551/0 

Scottish Government: A pathway of care for vulnerable families. Guidance to support the implementation of Getting it right for every child through continuous assessment and a continuum of support. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/22145900/0 

Scottish Government: Scottish Ministerial Advisory Committee on Alcohol Problems (SMACAP) Essential Services Working Group: Quality Alcohol Treatment and Support (QATS). This report delivers on key commitments including updating core services on alcohol treatment and support. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21111515/0 

South East Public Health Observatory (SEPHO): New online tool to help treat cardiovascular disease. A new online tool showing variation in mortality rates and risk factors for heart disease and stroke across the country.
The cardiovascular profiles. http://www.sepho.org.uk/CVDprofiles.aspx 
The interactive atlas feature of the tool. http://www.sepho.org.uk/NationalCVD/atlas/single/atlas.html 

University of Oxford Centre for Suicide Research: Evaluation of Help is at Hand: A resource for people bereaved by suicide and other sudden, traumatic death. Help is at Hand was published by the Department of Health in September 2006, and updated in September 2008. It is available free of charge in hard copy and on the internet. http://cebmh.warne.ox.ac.uk/csr/Evaluation%20of%20Help%20is%20at%20Hand%20Report%2017march2011.pdf
  

C. Patient Safety

Centre for Nursing Innovation: Call 4 concern: Patient and relative initiated critical care outreach. The aim of the project, which won the Patient Safety Award 2011 in the critical/intensive care category. was to introduce and evaluate a Call for Concern (C4C) service giving patients and relatives direct access to the Critical care Outreach Team. http://fons.org/library/report-details.aspx?nstid=6664 

DH: Safeguarding Adults: the role of health services. These documents remind health services of their duties to safeguard adults and assist NHS commissioners, health service managers and practitioners in preventing and responding to neglect and abuse, focusing on patients in the most vulnerable situations. Good practice principles and examples are included with a self-assessment and assurance framework which allows providers and commissioners to benchmark against Care Quality Commission essential standards. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_124882 

DH: Influenza season 2010-11 – Use of antiviral medicines. Dear Colleague letter advising on the current situation. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125023

DH: Preparation and Assurance for 2011/12 Seasonal Influenza Immunisation Programme. Letter from the Chief medical officer advising on this.  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125091 

DH: Efficient use of vaccines. Letter from Dorian Kennedy, Head of Immunisation Branch. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125253 

DH: JCVI advice on pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccination programme. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation has advised that the pneumococcal vaccination programme for those aged 65 years and older should stop. DH is asking professional and patient groups for views before making a final decision on the programme. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125195 

DH: Diagnostic testing for Clostridium difficile infection. Letter advising of the Department’s current advise to the NHS on testing for C. difficile infection (CDI), and also to update on the programme of work commissioned to support improvements in CDI testing. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125110

Health-EU e-Newsletter: EU strengthens pharmaceutical legislation to fight falsified medicines. Issue 66, 10 March 2011.
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/newsletter/66/newsletter_en.htm 

Health Protection Agency (HPA): HPA response to events at the Japanese nuclear power plant. The HPA advises any UK nationals in Japan who may be affected by the recent earthquake to closely follow public health information given out by the Japanese authorities.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1296683098170 

HPA: Smoking cessation: Carbon monoxide (CO). This flowchart helps to identify patients who might be exposed to CO from sources other than products containing tobacco; March 2011. http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1296683193634 

HPA: The Public Health Response to Chemical Incident Emergencies Toolkit (CIE Toolkit). This project aims to develop a toolkit and manual for the training of public health officials to facilitate rapid and effective responses to acute chemical incidents. http://www.hpa.org.uk/ProductsServices/ChemicalsPoisons/InternationalActivities/CIEToolkit/ 

HPA: Health advice on mobile phones. An important role of radiological protection specialists at the Health Protection Agency is to review the scientific evidence impartially and provide clear advice.’
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/UnderstandingRadiationTopics/ElectromagneticFields/MobilePhones/info_HealthAdvice/ 
HPA: Mobile telephony and health information sheet:
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/InformationSheets/info_Mobile/

National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA): Reducing the harm caused by misplaced nasogastric feeding tubes in adults, children and infants. This Alert updates and strengthens Patient Safety Alert 05 (Reducing the harm caused by misplaced nasogastric feeding tubes) and is based on national learning since then.
http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/?EntryId45=129640

NHS Education for Scotland (NES): Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme (PVG). The new scheme will help ensure that staff working with children or protected adults through paid or unpaid work, do not have a known history of harmful behaviour. http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/news/protecting-vulnerable-groups-scheme-(pvg)

Public Health Wales: Vaccination in Practice pack (VIP pack): a flu campaign guide for general practice 2011. The aim of this guidebook is "to help support Health Boards and General Practices in delivering an efficient, effective flu immunisation campaign to their local community". 
Pack: http://www2.nphs.wales.nhs.uk:8080/VaccinationsImmunisationProgsDocs.nsf/($All)/1B88187C8181433C80257839004821E7/$File/VIPpack%202011.pdf?OpenElement
News. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/18454

Public inquiry into the outbreak of Clostridium Difficile in Northern Trust Hospitals. During the outbreak there were 31 deaths for which C. difficile was an underlying or a contributory cause. 12 recommendations were made for improving the quality and safety of patient care. http://www.cdiffinquiry.org/index.htm 

Scottish Government: Scottish Government Healthcare Associated Infection (HAI) Task Force Report On Delivery Programme: 2008-2011. The HAI Task Force has worked over the past three years to ensure that NHSScotland is supported to address HAI in a coordinated way. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/09143800/0 

Scottish Government: A TB Action Plan for Scotland. Scottish Government's policy on tuberculosis (TB). http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/18095603/0

Welsh Assembly Government: Chief Medical officer launches campaign to reduce risk of stroke in Wales. ‘Ask First - to prevent a stroke later’ has been developed to raise awareness that high blood pressure and atrial fibrillation (irregular heartbeat) are serious risk factors and can lead to a stroke. http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2011/110314stroke/?lang=en 


D. Patient Focus

DH: GP patient survey, January to December 2010. Around 5 million registered patients in England were invited to take part during January to March, April to June, July to September and October to December 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/PublishedSurvey/GPpatientsurvey2007/index.htm 

Health Foundation: Closing the gap through changing relationships. With the complexity of services increasing, it is more important than ever that people are equipped to actively manage their care and that services do not lose the ability to ‘see the person in the patient’.
http://www.health.org.uk/publications/closing-the-gap-changing-relationships/ 

Health in Wales: New regulations streamline the handling of concerns about the Welsh NHS. The National Health Service (Concerns, Complaints and Redress Arrangements) (Wales) Regulations 2011 have been passed by the National Assembly for Wales. They come into operation on 1 April 2011 and will set out the common arrangements and duties that will apply to NHS organisations in Wales in respect of the investigation and handling of situations where something has gone wrong.  http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/18413 

Quality Accounts Mini Guides for Quality Accounts: a guide for Local Involvement Networks (LINk) and Overview and Scrutiny Committees (OSCs). Healthcare providers publishing Quality Accounts in June 2011 have a legal duty to send their Quality Account to the LINk and OSC in the local authority area in which the provider has its registered office, inviting comments on the report from the LINk and OSC prior to publication. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_125165 

Old people’s Commissioner for Wales: ‘Dignified Care?’: the experiences of older people in hospital in Wales. Ruth Marks, the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales, described the treatment of some older people in Welsh hospitals as “shamefully inadequate” and has called for fundamental change to ensure that older people are always treated with dignity and respect when they are in hospital. There is a full report and executive summary, YouTube video transcript. http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/index.php?id=504&L=0

Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE): At a glance 40: Personal budgets briefing: Learning from the experiences of older people and their carers. This briefing is a summary of older people’s and carers’ experiences of using self-directed support and personal budgets. http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/ataglance/ataglance40.asp 

SCIE: Family carers: getting the right support for adults, teenagers and children. Three new briefings written in conjunction with the Challenging behaviour Foundation, aimed at family carers supporting people whose behaviour is described as challenging: 
At a glance 37: Challenging behaviour: a guide for family carers on getting the right support for adults. http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/ataglance/ataglance37.asp 
At a glance 38: Challenging behaviour: a guide for family carers on getting the right support for children. http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/ataglance/ataglance38.asp 
At a glance 39: Challenging behaviour: a guide for family carers on getting the right support for teenagers. http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/ataglance/ataglance39.asp 

SCIE: Black and minority ethnic people: access to dementia support and services. The SCIE briefing looks at some of the ways local services can become better at providing for the needs of BME people with dementia. http://www.scie.org.uk/news/mediareleases/2011/140311.asp 


E. e-Health

DH: The Good Practice Guidelines for GP electronic patient records - version 4 (2011). This supersedes the 2005 version. It acts as a reference source of information for all those involved in developing, deploying and using general practice IT systems.  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_125310

DHSSPS: Telehealth for patients. Health Minister Michael McGimpsey today welcomed a new contract for the health service to bring remote monitoring technology to patients in their own homes.
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-160311-mcgimpsey-welcomes-telehealth.htm 
 
Health Rights Information Scotland (HRIS): eHealth - using computers to improve your healthcare. A public information leaflet and animated film clip looking at eHealth in simple images and plain language from a patient’s perspective, explaining complex information quickly and clearly.
http://www.hris.org.uk/patient-information/information-about-health-services/ehealth/ 

Journal of Medical Internet Research(JMIR): Supportive accountability: a model for providing human support to enhance adherence to eHealth interventions. The objective of this paper is to develop a clear theoretical model, based on relevant empirical literature that can guide research into human support components of eHealth interventions. http://www.jmir.org/2011/1/e30/

NHS Connecting for Health (NHS CFH): Clinical Connections Issue 13: March 2011. The latest edition includes 'Making connections for patients' by Dr Charles Gutteridge, National Clinical director for Informatics.
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/engagement/clinical/publications/connections13.pdf 

NHS CFH: Supporting nomination for EPS Release 2. This guidance factsheet provides SHA and PCT staff with information on what is available to support them for the nomination process, prior to nomination audit reports being available. 
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/eps/staff/guidance/nom 

NHS CFH: Latest suppliers' planned dates for NHS CFH Releases. The functionality roadmap shows when each supplier is planning to deliver NHS CFH functionality such as Choose and Book, the Electronic Prescription Service, Summary Care Record, GP2GP and hosting to NHS CFH standards. 
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/gpsupport/gpsoc/systems/roadmaps/feb.pdf 

NHS CFH: NHS Pathways comms & engagement resources. These aim to give NHS healthcare staff a useful insight into NHS Pathways and the Capacity Management System. http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/pathways/comms 

NHS CFH: Summary Care Record accessible formats. A range of SCR patient summary leaflets are now freshly available in accessible formats.
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/scr/staff/aboutscr/comms/publications 

NHS CFH: NHSmail third party access. Find out how to sign up for NHSmail if you are an organisation outside of the NHS.
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/nhsmail/using/thirdpartyapp.pdf 

NHS Wales Informatics Services: IHR roll out gathers pace. A new online Individual Health Record for use in out of hours care is now available for patients registered at one in three (147) Welsh GP practices. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/nwis/news/18505 


F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques

BMJ Open: BMJ Open has published its first papers. BMJ Open is an online-only, open access general medical journal, dedicated to publishing medical research from all disciplines and therapeutic areas. http://bmjopen.bmj.com/ 

British Committee for Standards in Haematology (BCSH): The investigation, management and prevention of venous thrombosis in children. This guideline aims to provide a rational basis for the investigation and management of children age 1 month–16 years with VTE, including cerebral venous thrombosis (CVT). There are significant differences in epidemiology and potential differences in the mechanisms for VTE in this age group. http://www.bcshguidelines.com/documents/BCSHChildhoodVTEFinalDec2010.pdf 

Globalization and health: Globalization and Health is an open access, peer-reviewed, online journal that provides an international forum for high quality original research, knowledge sharing and debate on the topic of globalization and its effects on health, both positive and negative. http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/ 

Implementation Science: To what extent do nurses use research in clinical practice? A systematic review. Reported use of research is moderate-high and has remained relatively consistent over time until the early 2000s but methodological problems inherent in most studies probably gives an overly optimistic picture. There is a clear need for the development of standard measures of research use. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/21/abstract

Implementation Science: How can we improve guideline use? A conceptual framework of implementability.  The purpose of this study was to identify and define features that facilitate guideline use, and examine whether and how they are included in current guidelines. http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/26/abstract 

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) programme. Professor Dame Sally C Davies announces the new NIHR Health Services and Delivery Research programme. A new NIHR Health Services and Delivery Research programme is to be established by merging the two existing programmes. http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/news180311.htm 
NES: Oral Health Assessment and Review: new guidance from the Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness Programme (SDCEP). This guidance aims to facilitate long-term, individualised patient care that is risk-based and has an emphasis on prevention, and to encourage the involvement of patients in managing their own oral health.
http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/news/oral-health-assessment-and-review-new-guidance-from-the-scottish-dental-clinical-effectiveness-programme-(sdcep) 

NHS Evidence – cardiovascular: Chest pain – 2011 Evidence Update. Aims to identify significant new evidence published since NICE released Chest Pain of Recent Onset (CG95) in March 2010. http://www.library.nhs.uk/cardiovascular/ViewResource.aspx?resID=409529

NHS Evidence – gastroenterology and liver disease: Annual Evidence Update on inflammatory bowel disease. Follows the outline of the relevant sections of the 2004 BSG Guidelines for the Management of IBD in Adults. http://www.library.nhs.uk/Gastroliver/ViewResource.aspx?resID=407581 

NHS Evidence – surgery, anaesthesia, perioperative and critical care: Annual Evidence Update on critical illness rehabilitation. Reviews evidence using the NICE Guideline ‘Rehabilitation after critical illness’ (CG083) as its reference document covering physical and non-physical consequences of critical illness including muscle weakness, anxiety and cognitive impairment and is accompanied by peer-reviewed expert commentaries.
http://www.library.nhs.uk/THEATRES/ViewResource.aspx?resID=407487

NHS QIS: Evidence Note 33 - Transcatheter aortic valve implantation. Transcatheter aortic valve implantation (TAVI) is a minimally invasive procedure in which the replacement valve is delivered percutaneously through the vascular system inside a catheter.
http://www.nhshealthquality.org/nhsqis/controller?p_service=Content.show&p_applic=CCC&pContentID=9198 

NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) Clinical guidelines: Diabetic foot problems – inpatient management (CG119). Offers evidence-based advice on the inpatient care of people with diabetic foot problems from hospital admission onwards. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG119 

NICE Public health guidance: Two pieces of NICE guidance on how to increase uptake of HIV testing.
Increasing the uptake of HIV testing to reduce undiagnosed infection and prevent transmission among black African communities living in England (PH33). http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH33 
Increasing the uptake of HIV testing to reduce undiagnosed infection and prevent transmission among men who have sex with men (PH34). http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH34 
News. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/NICECallsForRoutineOfferOfHIVTestsInHighPrevalenceAreas.jsp 

RAND: Project Retrosight. Understanding the returns from cardiovascular and stroke research: The Policy Report. This project explores the impacts arising from cardiovascular and stroke research funded 15-20 years ago and attempts to draw out aspects of the research, researcher or environment that are associated with high or low impact.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG1079.html 

RAND: Healthcare Technology Co-operatives. Filling a niche in the English R&D landscape. This evaluation of the pilot Health Technology Cooperatives (HTCs) aims to explore how the initiative has affected relationships between clinical, industrial and academic partners; how the HTCs fit into the current health innovation landscape; and the alignment of HTC activities to the goals set out in the NIHR strategy.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/technical_reports/TR932.html 
            
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN): SIGN guideline 118 on rehabilitation after stroke updated.
http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/118/index.html 

SIGN: Clinical Guideline 124 - Management of testicular germ cell tumours. This guideline provides recommendations based on current evidence for best practice in the management of testicular cancer. It excludes the management of germ cell testicular tumours in children, germ cell tumours in women and extragonadal tumours.
http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/124/index.html 


G. Staff focus

BBC Health: NHS workforce shows NHS workforce hits 1.4 million.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12819538 

Care Quality Commission (CQC): NHS staff survey 2010. Results of the eighth annual survey collecting the views of NHS staff across England. Dr Peter Carter is quoted in The Daily Telegraph and Daily Mail as saying: “Nurses and healthcare assistants are telling us staffing levels are compromising their ability to provide high-quality care.  We urge employers and the Government to listen to staff concerns as they embark on a massive overhaul of the way the NHS is run”.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/aboutcqc/howwedoit/engagingwithproviders/nhsstaffsurveys/staffsurvey2010.cfm 
Press release:
http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=37205&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 
RCN: Warning signs for the NHS in CQC survey, says RCN.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/warning_signs_for_the_nhs_in_cqc_survey,_says_rcn 
RCN: The results of the RCN’s survey on staffing levels (published 7th February 2010) http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/press_releases/uk/fears_over_quality_care_revealed_by_nurses 

CQC: Standards not being met at Whipps Cross. Concerns relating to staffing and record management were found at Whipps Cross University Hospital NHS Trust. http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=37202&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false 

General Medical Council (GMC): Good management practice: guidance for all doctors.
A consultation on the revised draft of the guidance on workplace issues faced by doctors. The consultation closes on 3 June 2011. 
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/news_consultation/8963.asp 

Improving Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT): Guidance for commissioning IAPT training 2011/12-2014/15. Guide for education and training commissioners of the IAPT workforce via the Multi Professional Education and Training allocation. http://www.nmhdu.org.uk/silo/files/guidance-for-commissioning-iapt-training.pdf 

NES: Healthcare Support Worker Literature Review. A recent review of the literature relating to clinical healthcare support worker role. http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/about-nes/news/healthcare-support-worker-literature-review 

Northern Ireland Executive: Minister agrees 2011/12 GP contract for Northern Ireland
The Health Minister has agreed the General Medical Services GP Contract changes negotiated nationally will also apply in Northern Ireland.
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-dhssps/news-dhssps-180311-minister-agrees-2011.htm 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): 2011-2012 Mary Seacole awards. The two award programmes, Leadership Awards and Development Awards, help create opportunities for nurses, midwives and health visitors in England to devise specific healthcare projects (or other educational/development activity) which improves the health outcomes of people from black and minority ethnic communities. Applications close on 12 May 2011. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Applications-are-now-open-for-the-2011-2012-Mary-Seacole-awards/  

Royal College of Midwives (RCM): Responding to a proposal for merger or reconfiguration of maternity services provision in England. This guide aims to help Royal College of Midwives (RCM) regional/national officers and RCM activists respond professionally and constructively to proposals for mergers or reconfigurations of maternity services. Guides are also available for Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
http://www.rcm.org.uk/reconfigurations/ 

RCN: RCN negotiates royal wedding bank holiday for independent sector. Nursing staff working for independent sector employers which have recognition agreements with the Royal College of Nursing will treat 29 April - the royal wedding - as a normal bank holiday.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_negotiates_royal_wedding_bank_holiday_for_independent_sector 
RCN: RCN publishes advice for royal wedding work
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_publishes_advice_for_royal_wedding_work 

RCN: RCN responds to EU legislation proposals. The RCN has responded to a review of European Union (EU) legislation which includes proposals for harmonising education requirements for general nurses across Europe.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_responds_to_eu_legislation_proposals 

RCN: Changes to NHS injury benefits. The RCN is warning that a change in NHS temporary injury allowance payments may result in a reduction of take home pay for some RCN members. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/changes_to_nhs_injury_benefits 

RCN: Retention and exit terms policy. The RCN has commented on the recently published Department of Health’s  Retention and exit terms (RETS) policy.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/retention_and_exit_terms_policy 

RCN: Pay tribute to nursing war heroes. The RCN has launched a petition calling for a memorial for nursing staff who have delivered care in conflict. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/pay_tribute_to_nursing_war_heroes 

RCN: Nurses being hit ‘left, right and centre’ as pay freeze starts. The RCN says that freezing pay, reducing pensions and cutting jobs means that nursing staff are being hit ‘left, right and centre’.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/nurses_being_hit_left,_right_and_centre_as_pay_freeze_starts 

Scottish Government: Safe and Well at Work: Occupational Health and Safety Strategic Framework for NHSScotland. This framework sets out how NHSScotland Boards should approach occupational health and safety to keep staff motivated and healthy, engaged and safe. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17125508/0 

Scottish Government: Support for Nursing and Midwifery Students in Scotland 2011/12. Provides information for students on pre-registration nursing and midwifery courses in Scotland. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/10114207/0 

Scottish Government: From Strength to Strength: Celebrating 10 Years of the Allied Health Professions in Scotland. A celebration of the last 10 years for Allied Health Professions in Scotland. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/11104802/0 


H. Publications

Cancer Research UK: 
Lung cancer incidence statistics (March 2011).
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerstats/types/lung/incidence/ 
Ovarian cancer survival statistics (March 2011).
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerstats/types/ovary/survival/

DH: Consultation on options for improving information on the labels of alcoholic drinks to support consumers to make healthier choices in the UK - response to consultation (March 2011). http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_125084

DH: Access to the NHS by foreign nationals – Government response to the consultation (March 2011). The document also announces a wide-ranging review of free access to the NHS. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_125271 

DH: Increase in NHS Prescription Charges. List of charges which come into effect on 1 April 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_125030

DHSSPS: Northern Ireland Care Leavers (March 2011). A statistical bulletin summarising information on young care leavers aged 16 to 18 in Northern Ireland who left care during the year ending 31 March 2010.
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib/stats-cib_pubs/stats_research_cib_oc1.htm 

Friends of Europe:  Creating a global health policy worthy of the name (March 2011). This discussion paper evaluates the EU’s performance on health and explores the challenges and possibilities of constructing a truly global health policy. 
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Library/Libraryoverview/tabid/1186/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/1097/categoryId/11/Creating-a-global-health-policy-worthy-of-the-name.aspx 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF): Social networks: their role in addressing poverty. This paper explains what social networks are, how they can help address poverty and be more accessible, and the impact of government spending cuts on networks.  http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/social-networks-their-role-addressing-poverty

NHS IC: 
Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted Patient Care, Outpatient and Accident & Emergency data, April 2010 - November 2010 (March 2011).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-outpatient-and-accident-and-emergency-data-april-2010--november-2010 
Provisional Monthly Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) in England - April 2009 to October 2010. Pre and post-operative data: Experimental Statistics (March 2011).
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/patient-reported-outcome-measures-proms/provisional-monthly-patient-reported-outcome-measures-proms-in-england--april-2009-to-october-2010-pre-and-post-operative-data-experimental-statisticsx

Nuffield Trust: Snapshot survey of health leaders on the Government’s NHS reforms (March 2011).  Findings from 64 respondents in a ’snapshot’ survey of health leaders to test their views and attitudes towards the reforms undertaken to help with framing debates for a health leaders' conference. http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&prID=761 

Scottish Government: Disclosure of Information to Victims of Mentally Disordered Offenders: Analysis of Responses to the Consultation (March 2011). An analysis of the responses received to the consultation on the Disclosure of information to victims of mentally disordered offenders. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21112101/0 

Scottish Government: Scottish Government Consultation: Amendment to Rule 58 of the Mental Health Tribunal for Scotland (Practice and Procedure) (No. 2) Rules 2005: Rule 58: Power to decide case without a hearing. Consultation on the single issue of whether Rule 58 of the MHTS (Practice and Procedure) (No.2) Rules 2005 should be amended. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21151931/0 

Scottish Government: Next steps for Healthy Start: Adding plain frozen fruit and vegetables and minimising voucher misuse: Response to consultation (March 2011). http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/08154146/0 
Next steps for Healthy Start: Adding Frozen Fruit and Vegetables and Minimising Voucher Misuse - Impact Assessment.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/08154246/0 

Scottish Government: Indicators to monitor progress of the obesity route map (March 2011). A set of indicators to monitor progress against the actions set out in the Obesity Route Map. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17104639/0 

Scottish Government: Obesity Route Map Action Plan (March 2011). 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17104457/0 


I. NICE consultation gateway

Call for experts: The Department of Health has asked NICE to consult on the following proposed health technology appraisal. The RCN is seeking for nurses with expertise and knowledge of these technologies to participate in this work. 

Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk if you would like to be involved in any of these topics on behalf of the RCN:

1. Adalimumab for children and young people aged 6-17 with moderate to severe Crohn's disease
1. Atrial fibrillation (stroke prevention) – Rivaroxaban
1. Atrial fibrillation (stroke prevention and systemic embolism) - Dabigatran etexilate
1. Cystic fibrosis – colistemethate
1. Gastro-entero-pancreatic neuroendocrine tumours - Everolimus for the treatment of advanced 
1. Leukaemia (chronic myeloid) - dasatinib, high dose imatinib and nilotinib (review)
1. Juvenile idiopathic arthritis - tocilizumab
1. Lymphoma (non-Hodgkin's, relapsed, refactory) - pixantrone (monotherapy)
1. Lymphoma (stage III-IV follicular) -  Rituximab for the first-line treatment (Review of TA 110)
1. Melanoma – (previously untreated unresectable stage III or IV malignant) - Ipilimumab in combination with Dacarbazine
1. Multiple myeloma - Lenalidomide for the treatment of newly diagnosed 
1. Peripheral arterial disease
1. Psoriasis - Voclosporin for the treatment of moderate to severe plaque 
1. Organ rejection in kidney transplantation - Belatacept for the prevention of 
1. Osteoarthritis - Naproxcinod 
1. Schizophrenia or bipolar disorder (acute agitation) - Loxapine inhalation for the treatment of 
1. Systemic lupus erythematosus (active) – belimumab
1. Ulcerative colitis (moderate to severe, second line) – adalimumab

The RCN is also seeking nurses/midwives with expertise and knowledge of the following areas to participate in the listed guideline topics:

1. Acute kidney injury
1. Antenatal care 
1. Autism - the management of autism spectrum disorders in children and young people
1. Colorectal cancer
1. Community engagement
1. Hepatitis B - the diagnosis and management of hepatitis B in children, adolescents and adults
1. Intravenous fluid therapy
1. Multiple pregnancy
1. Myocardial infarction - the management of myocardial infarction with ST-segment elevation
1. Opioids in palliative care
1. Perioperative tests
1. Physical activities in the work place
1. Tobacco - harm reduction approaches to smoking cessation for PCTs and NHS Stop Smoking Services
1. Social anxiety disorder
1. Ulcerative colitis: Management of ulcerative colitis
1. Quality of Outcomes Framework


J. Events
 
RCN Events
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

Congress 2011

10 - 14 April 2011 RCN Congress and exhibition 2011. ACC Liverpool.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/congress/congress_2011 
Congress 2011 Agenda. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/congress/congress_2011/congress_2011_agenda 
Congress 2011 Fringe. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/congress/congress_2011/congress_2011_fringe 
Booking and attending. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/congress/congress_2011/booking 

12 April 2011 Congress Fringe Event: RCN Principles of Nursing Practice: promoting and implementing the Principles. 12.45 – 13.45pm.
The RCN's Principles of Nursing Practice articulate what can be expected of nursing in any setting regardless of provider. Developed with a range of stakeholders, nurses, patients and service users, the Principles provide the basis for quality improvement and demonstrate the contribution of nursing to quality care.   The event is an opportunity to learn about the subsequent work that is taking place to promote the Principles, and explore how they can be used in practice.  The event features presentations giving perspectives from the Care Quality Commission (CQC are sponsoring this fringe) and the Nursing and Midwifery Council.

13 April 2011 Congress Fringe Event: Patient Safety. 12.45 – 13.45pm.
Patient Safety is a core component of quality care across the UK with major implications for the achievement of successful health outcomes as well as effective use of resources. The RCN’s strategy for patient safety and linked workstream will be shared as will a number of resources to assist members and the profession with key issues around patient safety. The Fringe will include a presentation on clinical human factors from Beverly Norris, NPSA Lead for Human Factors. Further information will be available in the Congress Fringe Programme.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/head_principles_of_nursing_practice_find_out_more 


If you would like receive this Clinical Governance e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at 
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2 

You can find more examples in the e-Bulletin archive at
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates 

Change of address – please notify us of any changes of email address at clinical.governance@rcn.org.uk . Please state clearly your old and your new address.

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join   

‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care
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