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RCN Quality and Safety e-Bulletin
This e-Bulletin is produced Ross Scrivener, Claire Constable and Deborah Fisher in the Quality Standards and Innovation Unit at the RCN Learning and Development Institute. It uses key themes to capture items about significant aspects health care improvement. All links provided are correct at time of publication. We welcome any ideas, tips and suggestions. You can contact us at qualityandsafety@rcn.org.uk. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]If you would like to learn more about Clinical Governance related issues visit the Clinical Governance Online Resource at: http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance

You can also keep up-to date with the RCN Quality and Safety e-Bulletin, via the social bookmarking tool Delicious: http://delicious.com/clinicalgovernance

This Bulletin was sent out on 3rd November 2011

*           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *


RCN highlights

AGM offers full membership to health care assistants: Members of the RCN have voted overwhelmingly to make health care assistants, health care support workers and assistant practitioners full members of the RCN.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_agm_offers_full_membership_to_health_care_assistants 
RCN AGM: AGM 2011 archived webcast: Watch last week’s AGM webcast.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/agm/2011/webcast_archive/ 

New RCN Chair of Council. Professor Kathleen McCourt has been elected the new RCN Chair of Council. Kathleen is a Council member for the Northern Region, is Chair of Council’s International Committee and a member of the Awards Committee. For the last three years Kathleen has been Dean of the School of Health, Community and Education Studies at Northumbria University.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/new_rcn_chair_of_council_announced 

RCN: RCN responds to public sector pensions offer. The RCN said today that revised government proposals on public sector pensions were a positive move, but that negotiations must continue to ensure a fair deal for nursing staff.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_responds_to_public_sector_pensions_offer 
RCN launches new NHS pensions modellers. The RCN has launched two NHS pension modellers to help members understand the impact of the proposed employee contribution increases and scheme changes.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_launches_new_nhs_pensions_modellers 
RCN Pensions: Find out the latest pensions information.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/support/pensions 
RCN: RCN: Nurses ‘distressed and angry’ at pension attacks.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_nurses_distressed_and_angry_at_pension_attacks

RCN Publishing Essential Guide: The Autism Act 2009: developing specialist skills in autism practice. This guide is aimed at people in a specialist role who will lead the planning, development and commissioning of services with local authorities and GP consortia. A report from the National Audit Office (2009) stated that ‘80 per cent of GPs feel they need additional guidance and training to manage patients with autism more effectively’. The Autism Act 2009: developing specialist skills in autism practice. http://nursingstandard.rcnpublishing.co.uk/shared/cms/file.asp?e=35&i=186528 


A. Quality and Safety: general

CNO bulletin issue 101, October 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/DH_130877 

DH: NHS Commissioning Board Authority goes lives. The NHS Commissioning Board Authority, a special health authority and the shadow form of the NHS Commissioning Board (the Board), is now in operation. Subject to the successful passage of the Health and Social Care Bill 2011 through Parliament, over the next 12 months the Board Authority will focus on designing an innovative business model for the Board, which puts patients and clinical leadership at its heart. http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/10/commissioning-board/

DH: Developing the NHS Commissioning Board – update. This adds to 'Developing the NHS Commissioning Board' which was published in July 2011 and which set out initial thinking for how, subject to the passage of the Health and Social Care Bill, the new commissioning system could work in the future. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130725  

DH: National Health Service Act 2006 (c.41): Keeling schedule. This schedule has been prepared by the Department of Health showing changes which would be effected by the Health and Social Care Bill 2011. "While care has been taken in its preparation it may not be full and complete in every respect". http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_130721 

Guardian Society: Lung cancer 'kills 1,500 patients a year who could have been saved by surgery'."Report finds sufferers are not being offered operations to remove tumours and too few surgeons are skilled at performing them". http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/nov/02/lung-cancer-patients-dying-needlessly 

National Leadership and Innovation Agency for Healthcare: Improving care – launch of NHS Wales Awards 2012. The Awards, which are being held for the fifth time, are open to teams and organisations that have come up with new, improved, efficient and creative ways of working which have transformed health care services. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/829/news/20864 

Scottish Government: Alcohol. Minimum Pricing Bill. The Bill looks to set a minimum price for a unit of alcohol as a condition of licence. It also sets the formula for calculating the minimum price (based on the strength of the alcohol, the volume of the alcohol and a price per unit of alcohol).
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/11/01093248 
Guardian: Scottish ministers face legal battle over minimum pricing of alcohol. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/nov/01/scotland-ministers-minimum-pricing-alcohol 

Scottish Government: Scottish strategy for autism. Scottish Strategy for Autism aims to ensure that progress is made across Scotland in delivering quality services for people with autism and their families.
Report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/01120340/0 
Overview: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/01120553/0 
Easy Read: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/01102918/0 

Welsh Assembly Government: Together for health. This is a five year vision for the NHS in Wales. It is based around community services with patients at the centre, and places prevention, quality and transparency at the heart of healthcare. Factors driving the need for reform include: a rising elderly population; increasing numbers of patients with chronic conditions; inequalities in health; specialist services spread too thinly. 
Document. http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/health/reports/together/?lang=en 
News. http://new.wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2011/111101together/?lang=en 


B. Quality Improvement Processes & Techniques

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Innovations Exchange: Evaluation and Treatment of Alcohol Dependence. The featured Innovations describe two American hospital programs that improved care and reduced length of stay for patients with alcohol dependence, and one outpatient program that provided continuing care services to help individuals avoid relapses. 
http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/issue.aspx 

AHRQ: Emerging MRI Technologies for Imaging Musculoskeletal Disorders under Loading Stress. This American report aimed to describe the current state of application, enumerate the potential benefits and harms of emerging MRI technologies for imaging under loading stress (for example, weight-bearing or simulated weight-bearing conditions) used in the diagnosis and management of patients with musculoskeletal disorders, and to summarize the state of current research.
http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productid=819&PCem=EGD 

All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care (AIIHPC). The Institute is an all island organisation, comprised of a Consortium of twelve hospices and universities, all working to improve the experience of supportive, palliative and end-of-life care on the island of Ireland, by enhancing the capacity to develop knowledge, promote learning, influence policy and shape practice. The aim is to secure best care for those approaching end-of-life. http://aiihpc.org/ 

BMJ: Independent review of the breast screening programme. A letter by Mike Richards, the national clinical director for cancer and end of life care, has announced an independent review of the breast cancer screening programme. Once the review is concluded, evidence will be presented at a workshop hosted by Cancer Research UK to which experts from both sides of the argument will be invited. http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d6843.full 
NHS Choices: Breast screening programme to be reviewed.
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2011/10October/Pages/breast-screening-programme-review.aspx 
BBC Health: Breast cancer screening under review.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-15444879 

Care Quality Commission (CQC): Serious failings found at Barking, Havering and Redbridge. The CQC’s investigation into Barking, Havering and Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust (BHRT) has revealed serious failings throughout the entire trust.
News: http://www.cqc.org.uk/serious-failings-found-barking-havering-and-redbridge 
Report: http://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/media/documents/20111026_bhrut_investigation_report_final.pdf 

CQC: Further improvements needed at Pilgrim Hospital. The investigation into United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust has revealed that improvements have been made, particularly to strengthen frontline management and leadership, but further progress is still required.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/news/more-improvements-needed-pilgrim-hospital 

CQC: Preparing for HealthWatch. When HealthWatch launches in October 2012, it will play a role at both national and local level and will make sure that the views of the public are taken into account.
A number of essential activities will take place over the next 12 months to ensure that HealthWatch is fully functional before its launch. http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/news/preparing-healthwatch 
Set up plan: http://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/media/documents/preparing_for_healthwatch.pdf 

CQC: More inspections on dignity and nutrition in 2012. The CQC will be inspecting a further 50 NHS hospitals and 500 adult social care services as part of their work on dignity and nutrition. The original Dignity and nutrition review took place between March and June 2011. The 50 NHS hospitals that will be inspected next year will be a combination of hospitals that raised concerns during the original review and a new sample of other locations.
http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/news/more-inspections-dignity-and-nutrition-2012 

Centre for Social Justice (CSJ): Completing the revolution: transforming mental health and tackling poverty. In this policy report the Centre has identified ‘pathways to poverty’ which in turn contribute to the development or sustainment of poor mental health. These pathways are identified as family breakdown, educational failure, drink and drug addiction, worklessness and welfare dependency, and serious personal debt. The report makes a series of recommendations to local and central government on public health. http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/client/downloads/CSJ_Mental_Health_Full_Report_WEBNEW.pdf 

Clinical Audit Support Centre (CASC): The state of clinical audit – Results of the online survey (December 2010). The results of the survey provide a barometer of the state of clinical audit at the end of 2010 and data includes views on national clinical audit, the re-invigoration agenda, re-audit data and clinical audit resourcing.
http://www.clinicalauditsupport.com/download/CASCSurvey2010.pdf 

Department for Education: Children in care and adoption performance tables. The tables which are published for the first time, show against 15 key indicators how each local authority is performing and reveal huge variations. The Government wants to overhaul the care and adoption system to improve chances for vulnerable children. http://www.education.gov.uk/a00199753/children-in-care-and-adoption-performance-tables 
Government launches the Adopters’ Charter. This sets out what adopters and prospective adopters can expect from adoption agencies. http://www.education.gov.uk/a00199762/government-launches-the-adopters-charter 

DH: Provision of memory services in England. In his latest video blog Alistair talks about a survey recently run by the NHS Information Centre to find out how well the provision of memory services by primary care trusts was working. He outlines the key findings in the report. http://dementia.dh.gov.uk/the-provision-of-memory-services-in-england / 

DH: Improved mental health therapies for children. One in ten children aged 5-16 years has a clinically diagnosable mental health problem. The Government is now investing £32 million in psychological therapies, including talking therapies, for children and young people with mental health problems. http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/10/improved-mental-health-therapies-for-children/  

DH: Response to the offender personality disorder consultation. The response to the DH/NOMS Offender Personality Disorder Pathway Implementation Plan sets out the next steps in developing services for offenders with severe personality disorders in the NHS and Criminal Justice System. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_130566 

DH: A better deal for military amputees. This review led by Dr Andrew Murrison MP, makes recommendations for ways in which the prosthetic services offered by the NHS to veterans can be improved. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130824 

DH: Commissioning of substance misuse services from April 2013. This 'Dear colleague letter' explains the commissioning of prison-based substance misuse services post-April 2013. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130782

Healthcare Improvement Scotland: Consensus statement for the prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in adult patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation. Healthcare Improvement Scotland has been providing national leadership and support for safe and effective use of the new oral anticoagulant, dabigatran etexilate (Pradaxa®) in NHSScotland via the development of a national consensus statement on its use.
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/cardiovascular_disease/dabigatran_consensus_statement.aspx 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland: Older People in Acute Care Self-Assessment and Guidance. Older people in acute care self-assessment against the older people in acute care standards. The guidance notes are a supporting document to help NHS boards complete the self-assessment.
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/inspecting_and_regulating_care/hei_policies_and_procedures/opac_self_assessment_for_hei.aspx 

Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQP): NCAPOP: 11 new conditions added. HQIP has announced eleven new topics for national clinical audit, which join the 29 projects already forming the National Clinical Audit and Patient Outcomes Programme (NCAPOP). The topics include: COPD; emergency laparotomy; National Vascular Registry; prostate cancer; learning difficulties; specialist rehabilitation; chronic kidney disease in primary care; ophthalmology; breast cancer; rheumatoid and early inflammatory arthritis and healthcare for individuals with sexually transmitted diseases and HIV.
http://www.hqip.org.uk/ncapop-11-new-conditions-added/ 
DH: Transparency in the NHS: Good for patients, good for doctors. http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2011/10/24/transparency-in-the-nhs-good-for-patients-good-for-doctors/

HQIP: Chief Executive's Blog: HQIP, clinical audit and quality improvement. CEO’s key messages from the HQIP conference. http://www.hqip.org.uk/hqip-ceo-blog/#25%20October%202011 

HQIP: Does clinical audit need a new professional body? The survey aims to gauge support for a new professional body for quality improvement in health and social care.
http://www.parn-test.com/Surveys/SCA2011/sca001.htm 

House of Commons Select Health Committee: Public Health. Presents a series of conclusions and recommendations around the proposed new public health system.  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhealth/1048/104802.htm 

Implementation Science: Innovation in mental health services: what are they key components of success? The study produced a model of conducive and impeding factors drawn from the composite picture of 11 innovative mental health projects, and this is discussed in light of relevant literature. The model provides a rich agenda to consider for services wanting to innovate or adopt innovations from elsewhere. The evaluation suggested the importance of studying innovation with a focus on context, process, and outcomes". http://www.implementationscience.com/content/6/1/120/abstract 

Institute of Medicine (IOM): The Common Rule and Continuous Improvement in Health Care: A Learning Health System Perspective. “To generate needed improvements in healthcare, its delivery, and its outcomes, organized and sustained efforts at continuous improvement are needed. The Institute of Medicine’s Roundtable on Value & Science-Driven Health Care has developed the vision of a healthcare system that gets the right care to the right people when they need it, and captures the results for making improvements: a learning health system.”
http://iom.edu/Activities/Quality/~/media/Files/Activity%20Files/Quality/VSRT/Discussion%20Papers/CommonRule.pdf

King’s Fund: Economic regulation in health care: what can we learn from other regulators? This aims to look at issues and concerns around the impact of competition in health care “dispassionately”, It describes differences between the market in health care and the market in the utility sector and looks at the experiences of other sector-specific economic regulators, and briefly compares the proposals for the regulation of health care in England with experiences in the Netherlands and the USA. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/economic_regulation.html 

King’s Fund blog: 
The growing complexity of NHS commissioning: a recipe for confusion and conflict? http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/nhs_commissioning_1.html 
Obesity and public health – a taxing issue. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/obesity_fat_tax.html 

King’s Fund: Commissioning for integrated care. Presentations from a recent conference. http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/events/past_events_catch_up/commissioning_for.html#tab_1 

London Health Programmes: Specialised burns care: the case for change. This publication on behalf of the London, South East Coast, South Central and East of England specialised commissioning, identifies the extent to which and how specialised burn services need to change as part of a project. 
Report. http://www.londonhp.nhs.uk/london-and-south-east-england-specialised-burn-care-case-for-change-published/   
London and South East England specialised burns project. http://www.londonhp.nhs.uk/services/burns/ 
 
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE): NICE QOF indicators taken up. "GPs will be able to provide better care for people who smoke and patients with atrial fibrillation, peripheral arterial disease and osteoporosis, following changes to the quality and outcomes framework (QOF) for 2012/13". http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/NICEQOFIndicatorsTakenUp.jsp

NICE: A guide for commissioners on services for people with common mental health disorders. Latest in a series of guides to support commissioners, this draws on the recent NICE clinical guideline on the identification of and pathways to care for common mental health disorders, as well as other relevant NICE guidance and quality standards. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/pressreleases/CommonMentalHealthDisordersCommissioningGuide.jsp 

NICE: Commissioning cardiac rehabilitation services. This guide for commissioners on cardiac rehabilitation services updates and replaces the previous NICE commissioning guide on commissioning a cardiac rehabilitation service published in 2008 to reflect the NICE quality standard for chronic heart failure and changes to recommendations within NICE clinical guideline CG108 on chronic heart failure. http://www.nice.org.uk/usingguidance/commissioningguides/cardiacrehabilitation/cardiacrehabilitation.jsp 
National Voices: Principles of Integrated Care. The 12 Principles have been developed by patient organisations, all members of National Voices, the health and social care charity coalition. They are based on the experiences of service users and on research evidence and call for better joined-up care. The Principles, and related explanatory information, describe what integrated care might look like from the point of view of patients, carers and other service users and fall into two groups, “those which bear on the nature of the care to be commissioned, and those which address the organisation of integrated care”.
Principles for Integrated Care.  http://www.nationalvoices.org.uk/sites/www.nationalvoices.org.uk/files/principles_for_integrated_care_final_20111021.pdf 
News release. http://www.nationalvoices.org.uk/30-charities-call-david-nicholson-endorse-new-principles-integrated-care
NHS End of Life Care: Launch of national bereavement survey. The Office for National Statistics (ONS), on behalf of the Department of Health, has launched the first ever national bereavement survey to measure care at the end of life. The survey will provide important information for key services that provide end of their life care, to help improve people’s experiences at this sensitive time.
http://www.endoflifecareforadults.nhs.uk/news/all/launch-of-national-bereavement-survey 

NHS Improvement – Diagnostics: Interventional radiology service provision mapping 2011. This is the first publication of the maps of Interventional Radiology Services in England. The maps have been developed from the survey conducted in Spring 2011 by NHS Improvement in partnership with the British Society of Interventional Radiology (BSIR). Trusts have self assessed their status as Red, Amber or Green based on whether a formal on-call consultant rota and agreed formal pathway of care is in place. http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/diagnostics/InterventionalRadiology/IRServiceProvisionMap/tabid/114/Default.aspx 

NHS Information Centre for health and social care: The Quality and Outcomes Framework. This is a voluntary annual reward and incentive programme for all GP surgeries in England and is part of the GP contract. The QOF is not about performance management, but incentivising and rewarding good practice. For 2010/11, 8,245 GP practices in England are included in the published results, covering almost 100 per cent of registered patients in England.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/audits-and-performance/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework-2010-11 

NHS IC: Provisional Accident & Emergency Quality Indicators for England. Experimental Statistics by provider for June 2011. In April 2011 a new set of clinical quality indicators was introduced to replace the previous four hour waiting time standard, and measure the quality of care delivered in A&E departments in England. This is the third publication of data on the Accident and Emergency (A&E) clinical quality indicators, drawn from A&E data within provisional Hospital Episode Statistics (HES). 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/accident-and-emergency-hospital-episode-statistics-hes/provisional-accident-and-emergency-quality-indicators-for-england-experimental-statistics-by-provider-for-june-2011 

NHS Yorkshire and the Humber: 10 behaviours of successful partnership working. RCN members and activists are being encouraged to make use of this simple online guide and auditing tool that offers basic advice on working in partnership.
http://www.socialpartnershipforum.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/YH%2010%20BEHAVIOURS.pdf

Nuffield Trust: Managing health reform through an economic downturn. A study of the Canadian experience of managing health reform in a time of austerity suggests that this requires skilful political leadership and honesty with the public about the need for cuts. http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/canadian-health-reform

Public Accounts Committee: Fifty-Third Report Managing high value capital equipment in the NHS in England. The Committee found that the Department of Health needs to look at how machines can be used more efficiently to make the best use of scarce resources. Not enough trusts are taking full advantage of the framework agreements the NHS Supply Chain negotiates. http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmpubacc/1469/146902.htm 
Press release: MPs report on high value equipment in the NHS.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news/high-value-equip/ 
BBC Health: MPs condemn poor value from hi-tech equipment.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-15432419 
 
Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP): Making difficult choices: ethical commissioning guidance to general practitioners. GPs who become commissioners face additional ethical dilemmas. This guidance focuses on: allocating resources fairly; GPs as commissioners; potential conflicts of interest.
Guidance. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/pdf/RCGP%20ethical%20commissioning%20guidance%20v1.pdf 
News. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/press_releases_and_statements/commissioning_ethics_guidance.aspx 

Social Care Institute for Excellence: SCIE: Reflections from the SCIE Learning Together London Pilots – an interim report. The report shows headline findings, key strengths of the Learning Together model for case reviews in safeguarding children and outstanding implementation issues. A full report will be published in 2012.
http://www.scie.org.uk/children/learningtogether/files/Report_49_Reflections_from_SCIE_Learning_Together.pdf 

SCIE Social Care TV: Safeguarding children: a new approach to case reviews. The two films describe what a systems approach is, and how it can help in understanding what lies behind good and poor multi-agency safeguarding and child protection work. 
http://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?guid=81045A9F-DAD8-4F0A-B3A9-7CBBF55A66FB&dm_i=4O5,L0EK,UF1EZ,1PFDJ,1

Scottish Government: Long-Term Monitoring of Health Inequalities. An annual report which summarises the long-term differences in health trends between the least and most deprived areas of Scotland. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/21133633/0 

Scottish Government: Respite care, Scotland 2011. This statistics release presents information on the number of respite weeks provided or purchased by Local Authorities in Scotland.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/24145257/0 

Scottish Government: The Scottish Health Survey: Topic Report: Obesity. Topic report on Obesity from the Scottish Health Survey series. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/25091711/0 

Welsh Assembly Government: All Wales nutrition and catering standards for food and fluid for hospital inpatients. Following consultation revised Standards have been developed for use in hospital settings in Wales. These provide technical guidance for caterers, dietitians and nursing staff responsible for meeting the nutritional needs of patients who are capable of eating and drinking. http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/health/guidance/nutrition/?lang=en   

World Health Organization: Good practice appraisal tool for obesity prevention programmes, projects, initiatives and interventions. This is published as part of a three year project to monitor progress in improving nutrition and physical activity and preventing obesity in the European Union and describes the good practice tool for obesity prevention programmes, its development and use. http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/149740/e95686.pdf 


C. Patient Safety

AHRQ Innovations Exchange: Special issue on Hospital-acquired infections Describes three programmes that have reduced HAIs by implementing infection control measures ranging from weekly rounds to a set of common protocols and practices.   http://www.innovations.ahrq.gov/issue.aspx?id=114 

BMC Public Health: Differences in pandemic influenza vaccination policies for pregnant women in Europe. An important component of the policy to deal with the H1N1 pandemic in 2009 was to develop and implement vaccination. Since pregnant women were found to be at particular risk of severe morbidity and mortality, the World Health Organization and the European Centres for Disease Control advised vaccinating pregnant women, regardless of trimester of pregnancy. This study reports a survey of vaccination policies for pregnant women in European countries. 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/11/819/abstract 

DH: Accessing the flu vaccine strategic reserve in England. This document describes the circumstances under which the national flu vaccine strategic reserve will be made available to the NHS in England and how these vaccines can be ordered through ImmForm. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130674 

DH: Cold Weather Plan for England. The plan is part of the wider suite of measures which the DH and NHS are taking to protect individuals and communities from the effects of severe winter weather. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130564
BBC Health: Cold snap alert plan 'will save lives'.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-15526477
Health Protection Agency (HPA): Cold weather.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1287146925895 
Direct Gov: Getting ready for winter.
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/Features/DG_WP199639 

European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction: Prevention and control of infectious diseases among people who inject drugs. This joint guidance report explores good public health practices that can support effective policies to reduce infections. Common blood-borne viruses in this group include HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C. These are mainly spread through the sharing of needles, syringes and drug preparation equipment or unprotected sexual contacts.
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_142052_EN_ECDC-EMCDDA%20IDU%20guidance%20_%20web%20version.pdf 

Guardian global development: The needle and the damage done: the case for the self-destructing syringe. "The WHO says 1.3 million people a year die because of the re-use of syringes. A British designer aims to change that". http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/oct/28/self-destructing-syringes-needles-tanzania 

Health in Wales: A new approach to safeguarding and protecting children and adults at risk in Wales. Speaking at a conference, Gwenda Thomas, the Deputy Minister for Social Services and Children, outlined her plans for a new statutory framework to protect adults at risk, which will encompass duties to investigate, cooperate and share information in protecting adults and to establish a National Independent Safeguarding Board. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20817

Health Protection Agency (HPA): Update on Legionnaires’ cluster in UK travellers returning from Corfu.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2011PressReleases/111021Legionnairesupdate/ 

HPA: HPA advice sessions to help solve radon problems. The latest wave of tests for radioactive gas radon in Aberdeenshire, has identified homes with the area’s highest readings.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2011PressReleases/112025radon/ 

HPA: Laboratory reports of norovirus infections in England and Wales 2000-2011. 
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Norovirus/EpidemiologicalData/norovDataEw/ 
Laboratory reports of norovirus infections by age at diagnosis, 2000-2011 http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Norovirus/EpidemiologicalData/norovDataEwAge/ 
Laboratory reports of norovirus infections by HPA region
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Norovirus/EpidemiologicalData/norovDataEwRegion/ 
Laboratory reports of norovirus infections by month of report
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Norovirus/EpidemiologicalData/norovDataEwMonth/ 

HPA: Surveillance of Lead in Children study. A project is underway involving paediatricians, toxicologists and public health professionals in the UK and Republic of Ireland to investigate how common lead poisoning is among children and what the causes are.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/ProductsServices/ChemicalsPoisons/ResearchAndDevelopment/chemRDSurveillanceofLeadinChildren/

Health Protection Scotland (HPS): General information and infection prevention and control precautions to prepare for and manage norovirus in care homes. Health Protection Scotland has published guidance with general information, infection prevention and control precautions to prepare for and manage norovirus. It was written for Care Home settings but could be used in other non-hospital settings where care accommodation services are provided.
http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/hai/infection-control/norovirus/norovirus-guidance-carehomes-2011-09.pdf 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA):  Public consultation (MLX375): Consolidation and review of UK medicines legislation. Consultation ML X375 seeks  views on the draft consolidated medicines regulations and proposed policy changes to ensure that medicines legislation remains fit for purpose and reflects modern practice. The consultation closes on 17 January 2012. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Consultations/Medicinesconsultations/MLXs/CON132054 

MHRA: Regulator warns against purchasing all HIV and non-compliant self-test kits over the internet. Non-compliant home test kits being bought over the internet to diagnose HIV and other sexually transmitted infections could be giving users inaccurate results. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/NewsCentre/Pressreleases/CON132075 

Microbiology of the Built Environment Network: Microbial Myths: Common misconceptions about microbes in the built environment. The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation has initiated a multi-million dollar effort to better understand the microbiology of buildings. Called the “Indoor Environment program” this effort brings together biologists, engineers, architects, and others in order to understand what microbes are present in buildings and how they interact with each other and with humans.
http://www.microbe.net/microbial-myths-common-misconceptions-about-microbes-in-the-built-environment/ 

National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death (NCEPOD): Surgery in Children: Are We There Yet? - A review of organisational and clinical aspects of children’s surgery. This NCEPOD report highlights the process of care of children less than 18 years of age, including neonates who died within 30 days of emergency or elective surgery on the same admission. The report takes a critical look at areas where the care of patients might have been improved. Remediable factors have also been identified in the clinical and the organisational care of these patients. NCEPOD is now calling for UK-wide clinical networks to enhance the quality of the care that these children receive.
Report: http://213.198.120.192/2011sic.htm 
Press release: http://213.198.120.192/2011report1/downloads/PressRelease.pdf 
RCN: RCN calls for adequate staffing levels for children’s nurses. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_calls_for_adequate_staffing_levels_for_childrens_nurses 

National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) Patient Safety Alert: : Keeping newborn babies with a family history of MCADD safe in the first hours and days of life. Medium-chain acyl-CoA dehydrogenase deficiency (MCADD) is a rare inherited disorder where the body cannot metabolise fat properly. With a regular intake of food, individuals can live a normal healthy life, but prolonged fasting or illnesses with vomiting can lead to encephalopathy, coma or sudden death. http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/resources/type/alerts/?entryid45=132858    

National Prescribing Centre (NPC): Prescribing Specials. The guidance includes several important considerations for prescribers when deciding to prescribe a Special - special-order unlicensed medicines made to meet the needs of an individual patient. The five guiding principles are based on good practice and highlight specific issues to support prescribers in the safe and appropriate use of Specials. There are five guiding principles based on good practice. http://www.npc.co.uk/improving_safety/prescribing_specials/resources/5_guiding_priciples_V2.pdf 

NHS IC: Summary Hospital-level Mortality Indicator (SHMI) - Deaths associated with hospitalisation, England, April 2010 - March 2011, Experimental Statistics. This is the first publication of the Summary Hospital-level Mortality Indicator (SHMI). The SHMI is a ratio of the observed deaths in a trust over a period of time divided by the expected number given the characteristics of patients treated by that trust. Some key facts are that in the period from 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011, there were 14 trusts whose SHMI value was ‘higher than expected' under both methods and 14 trusts whose SHMI value was ‘lower than expected' under both methods.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/summary-hospital--level-mortality-indicator-shmi/summary-hospital-level-mortality-indicator-shmi--deaths-associated-with-hospitalisation-england-april-2010--march-2011-experimental-statistics 
News: New mortality indicator shines a light on deaths following hospital care.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/news/new-mortality-indicator-shines-a-light-on-deaths-following-hospital-care 

Public Health Agency (PHA): Nurseries provided with best practice advice on infection prevention and control. The booklet, which will be distributed to all nurseries and childcare settings in Northern Ireland, provides simple, practical advice on the day-to-day implementation of good infection prevention and control such as good hand hygiene and cleaning, as well as specific action to take in the event of outbreaks of infection.
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/news/nurseries-provided-best-practice-advice-infection-prevention-and-control 

PHA: Public health advice for flooding. Flooding has affected a number of areas throughout Northern Ireland causing disruption and the Public Health Agency is reminding people of the potential public health risks associated with such severe weather. Dr Anne Wilson, Public Health Consultant for the PHA, said: "In relation to flooding, the risk of contracting illness is generally low. You can take a number of precautions to prevent health problems if there is a flood situation in your home."
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/news/public-health-advice-flooding 

WHO: Preventing bloodstream infections from central line venous catheters. The results of the Spanish BACTERIEMIA ZERO project were presented on 27 October 2011 in Madrid during an event in which Sir Liam Donaldson represented WHO Patient Safety. The collaborative effort is a project aimed at decreasing or eliminating Blood Stream Infection (BSI) related to central catheter lines in around 200 intensive care units throughout Spain. BSI related to central catheter lines are associated with high mortality and morbidity rates, extended ICU stays and increased health-care costs.
http://www.who.int/patientsafety/implementation/bsi/en/index.html 


D. Patient Focus

BMC Nursing: Empowerment in outpatient care for patients with chronic kidney disease - from the family members' perspective. “Family members of persons with pre-dialysis chronic kidney disease may experience feelings of vulnerability and insecurity as the disease follows its course. Against this background, the aim of the present study was to explore empowerment in outpatient care as experienced by these family members.” http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6955/10/21/abstract 

Choose well. The Choose well website is designed to help people decide whether they need medical attention, how to use NHS Wales services appropriately. It explains what each NHS service does and when it should be used. http://www.choosewellwales.org.uk/home 
News. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20759 

DH: Personal health budgets: early experiences of budget holders. Fourth interim report. The report is positive overall, with some people already experiencing improved health outcomes. Key findings include that the role of information is key; and those eligible for NHS Continuing Healthcare tended to find the process easier, and reported benefits earlier. The report does highlight some issues which will need to be resolved and detailed work is underway to explore these and develop best practice. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130576 

DH: Patient consent for blood transfusion. Report of the work undertaken by the Advisory Committee on the Safety of Blood Tissues and Organs (SaBTO) in response to the wide variation in consent practice around the country. The DH has not mandated the recommendations, and it is for the NHS locally to decide on implementation. Further information is available in the Better Blood Transfusion Toolkit website. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130716 
Better Blood Transfusion website http://www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/index.aspx?Publication=BBT 

General Medical Council: What can you expect from your doctor? The new draft of ‘Good medical practice’. The draft guidance calls on doctors "to take prompt action to deal with problems with basic care, particularly for patients who are unable to drink, feed or clean themselves. Doctors must also offer help if they think a child or vulnerable adult's rights might have been abused or denied". It emphasises that doctors have a vital role to play to improve standards of basic care. There will also be 'Good medical practice for patients' which will make clear what patients should expect from their doctor. The consultation on the draft guidance closes on 10 February 2012. http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/10795.asp

Guardian Joe Public blog: HealthWatch will give NHS patients a powerful local voice. Patient involvement in the scrutiny of health services is essential and will be bolstered by the NHS bill, says HealthWatch advisory group chair Patrick Vernon. http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/joepublic/2011/oct/24/healthwatch-nhs-bill-social-care 

Health Foundation: Can patients be teachers? There is strong evidence that involving patients and service users in healthcare professionals' education has short-term benefits for all involved. Longer term, there has been little evaluation to discover whether this involvement has an effect on the behaviour or practice of health professionals or on health outcomes. This report aims to describe the current state of active patient involvement in the education of health and social care professionals, both in the literature and in practice. It aims to highlight areas for further research and development.
http://www.health.org.uk/publications/can-patients-be-teachers/ 

Health in Wales: New pharmacy service to benefit patients. Changes in the Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework in Wales as from 1 November include the introduction of a Discharge Medicines Review service. The service will provide support to individuals following discharge from a care setting into the community for example, when a patient is discharged from hospital to home, by improving transfer of medicines information. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20873 

INVOLVE: National Cancer Research Network (NCRN) are looking to recruit a Chair for their Consumer Liaison Group (CLG). A key focus for the patient and public involvement (PPI) work of the NCRN and NCRI is the CLG. As Chair of the CLG help us to develop our strategic understanding of the views of patients and the public on a range of cancer research issues. Closing date is by 5:00pm on Monday 14th November 2011. http://www.invo.org.uk/viewnews.asp?valueid=566 

NHS Confederation: Patient and public engagement in the new commissioning system. This paper draws on a round-table discussion held by the NHS Confederation in August 2011 to consider the critical issues which clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) will need to address in developing approaches to meaningful and effective PPE.
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/discussion-paper/Pages/PPE.aspx  

Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP): Supporting carers: an action guide for general practitioners and their teams. This guide originally produced in 2006 has been "comprehensively revised and updated". The new-look guide highlights the physical, psychological and other effects of caring that GPs and their teams can look out for, along with specific sections on life after caring, and how to identify and meet the health needs of Young Carers and Young Adult Carers.
Report. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/professional_development/continuing_professional_devt/carers.aspx 
Press release. http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/press_releases_and_statements/gps_go_into_action_for_carers.aspx 

Royal Society of Arts (RSA) Communities connected: inclusion, participation and common purpose. This report concludes that by creating a more ‘transactional' or impersonal relationship between the users and providers of public services, government reforms will not build or sustain the social networks that are vital for both people's physical and mental health. http://www.thersa.org/projects/connected-communities 


E. e-Health

BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making: Successful implementation of new technologies in nursing care: a questionnaire survey of nurse-users. “A growing number of new technologies are becoming available within nursing care that can improve the quality of care, reduce costs, or enhance working conditions. However, such effects can only be achieved if technologies are used as intended. The aim of this study is to gain a better understanding of determinants influencing the success of the introduction of new technologies as perceived by nursing staff.”
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6947/11/67/abstract 

Health in Wales: a new way to manage acute stroke patients in Wales. The Local Health Boards, the NHS Wales Informatics Service, the National Leadership and Innovation Agency for Healthcare (NLIAH) and the Delivery and Support Unit (DSU) have been working with clinicians across Wales to examine how best to deliver acute 24/7 services via ‘telestroke’, a form of video-conferencing that enables stroke consultants to provide expert clinical advice virtually between sites. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/news/20848 

Journal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR): Physician response time when communicating with patients over the internet. This study, undertaken in Norway, aimed to measure how long it actually took for physicians to answer questions from patients through an electronic communication channel, and whether some of the questions were especially time consuming. http://www.jmir.org/2011/4/e79/  

Royal College of Nursing, Australia: RCNA Social Media Guidelines for Nurses. ‘These guidelines can help nurses navigate the pitfalls and potential problems that can be faced while using social media.’ (Australian). http://www.rcna.org.au/WCM/Images/RCNA_website/Files%20for%20upload%20and%20link/rcna_social_media_guidelines_for_nurses.pdf


F. Evidence Based Practice Tools and Techniques

AHRQ: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Effectiveness of Treatment in At-Risk Preschoolers; Long- Term Effectiveness in All Ages; and Variability in Prevalence, Diagnosis, and Treatment. A new report published in the USA by the AHRQ finds that "formal training in parenting strategies is a low-risk, effective method for improving behavior in preschool-age children at risk for developing attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), while there is less evidence supporting the use of medications for children younger than 6 years old". http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productID=818 

AHRQ: Analgesics for Osteoarthritis: An update of the 2006 Comparative Effectiveness Review. This updates the previous report on the comparative benefits and harms of oral nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), acetaminophen, over-the-counter supplements (chondroitin and glucosamine), and topical agents (NSAIDs and rubefacients, including capsaicin) for osteoarthritis. Iti is USA based. http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productid=795&PC=EN 

BMC Geriatrics: Meeting the home-care needs of disabled older persons living in the community: does integrated services delivery make a difference? “The PRISMA Model is an innovative coordination-type integrated-service-delivery (ISD) network designed to manage and better match resources to the complex and evolving needs of elders. The goal of this study was to examine the impact of this ISD network on unmet needs among disabled older persons living in the community.” http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2318/11/67/abstract 

BMJ: Risk of venous thromboembolism from use of oral contraceptives containing different progestogens and oestrogen doses: Danish cohort study, 2001-9. The study concludes that "After adjustment for length of use, users of oral contraceptives with desogestrel, gestodene, or drospirenone were at least at twice the risk of venous thromboembolism compared with users of oral contraceptives with levonorgestrel". http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d6423.abstract?etoc 

BMJ: Comprehensive geriatric assessment for older adults admitted to hospital: meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials. Comprehensive geriatric assessment increases patients’ likelihood of being alive and in their own homes after an emergency admission to hospital. http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d6553.abstract?etoc 

BMJ: Honorary and ghost authorship in high impact biomedical journals: a cross sectional survey."Evidence of honorary and ghost authorship in 21% of articles published in major medical journals in 2008 suggests that increased efforts by scientific journals, individual authors, and academic institutions are essential to promote responsibility, accountability, and transparency in authorship, and to maintain integrity in scientific publication".  http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d6128.abstract?etoc  

Canadian Health Services Research Foundation (CHSRF): Understanding Whole Systems Change in Healthcare: The Case of Emerging Evidence-Informed Nursing Service Delivery Models. The programme’s goal was to improve understanding of how health systems introduce, support and spread evidence-informed innovations. Researchers from across Canada participated in the five projects that made up the programme of research, and its main focus was the best practice guidelines initiative of the Registered Nurses Association of Ontario (RNAO). Eight years after the association launched the project, the guidelines are being implemented across Canada and internationally. 
http://www.chsrf.ca/PublicationsAndResources/ResearchReports/ArticleView/11-10-07/7eccd93b-a091-4d01-b625-3cd8279afbc2.aspx

DH: 'Caring for our future' engagement: desk research to help inform the approach. The purpose of this document is to help inform the approach for the ‘Caring for our future’ engagement which was launched in September 2011 and which will feed into a white paper on social care reform due to be published in Spring 2012. It pulls together what is already known in relation to the defined priority themes for the engagement and identifies gaps in knowledge and understanding. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130881 

DH: Long term health conditions 2011: research study. This study presents the third and final wave of a tracking study by Ipsos MORI exploring attitudes towards 'self-care', and the public's perceptions and behaviour with regard to both their own health and the NHS generally. It captures the attitudes and behaviour of those people with an LTC regarding the self management of their condition and their use of healthcare services. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130785 

DH: National Diet and Nutrition Survey: headline results from years 1 and 2 (combined) of the rolling programme, 2008/09 - 2009/10; Supplementary report: Blood Analytes. The results in the main report published in July 2011, were based on assessment of food consumption over four days and so tell us about diet over a short period. This supplementary report provides an analysis of blood samples which gives an indication of the nutritional status of the population over a longer period. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_130728   

DH: The Government plan for a secure data service: strengthening the international competitiveness of UK life sciences research. The plan details the approach the National Institute for Health Research and Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency are taking to address some of the key action points detailed in ‘The Plan for Growth’ (March 2011). This will be done by creating a new service: the Clinical Practice Research Datalink. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130835

Mail Online: The madness of Caesareans on demand. Jenni Murray comments on the updated  NICE clinical guideline on Caesarean section which is due to be published soon, which will make elective caesarean sections available to any woman who chooses one.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2055920/Caesarean-sections-demand-madness.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
NICE: Caesarean section (update): full guideline. http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=56255  

MeReC Monthly: Number 43, October 2011.
http://www.npc.nhs.uk/merec/cardio/diabetes2/merec_monthly_no43.php 

Medical Technology Group: yoUr First choicE: A Review of the provision of, and access to, Uterine Artery/Fibroid Embolisation, a less invasive treatment for Fibroids for women in England. The survey explores the provision of and access to uterine fibroid embolisation (UFE) treatment for fibroids, found significant variation between PCTs and acute trusts in the numbers of women undergoing UFE, and a lack of patient involvement in commissioning fibroid treatments. 
http://www.mtg.org.uk/download/file/UFE%20Research%20Report%20%2024-10-11%20FINAL.pdf 

MHRA: Good Clinical Practice forum (GCP). The GCP forum has been created as a tool to help those involved in clinical trials of Investigational Medicinal Products to comply with the clinical trials legislation and GCP requirements. It provides opportunities for communication between researchers and allows users to put forward their comments and get “real-life” examples of ways in which they can manage robust quality procedures. http://forums.mhra.gov.uk/forumdisplay.php?1-Good-Clinical-Practice-(GCP)  
 
New England Journal of Medicine: The 2010 dietary guidelines – the best recipe for health? “The new guidelines represent a mix of progress and lost opportunities”. This article discusses the advances and what could have been done better or more clearly in these guidelines published in the USA. Recommendations are made for reforming the revision process. http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1107075?query=TOC 

NICE Clinical guidelines: Hyperglycaemia in acute coronary syndromes (CG130). This updates 'Type 1 diabetes' (NICE clinical guideline 15) for the treatment of hyperglycaemia in inpatients with threatened or actual myocardial infarction, but not stroke. It offers evidence-based advice on managing hyperglycaemia within the first 48 hours in people admitted to hospital for acute coronary syndromes. 
Guideline. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG130 
News. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/GreaterManagementOfHyperglycaemiaInPatientsWithAcuteCoronarySyndromesNeeded.jsp 

NICE: Guidance by date. Guidance published in October 2011. http://guidance.nice.org.uk/Date/2011/October 

NICE: Making the most of NICE guidance – advice for practices. NICE have come up with some tips to help ensure busy practices are making best use of the guidance produced every month. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/features/MakingTheMostOfNICEGuidanceAdviceForPractices.jsp 

NICE: Study highlights benefits of radiotherapy after breast cancer surgery. According to research published in the Lancet, and in line with recommendations made in the NICE clinical guideline on the diagnosis and treatment of early and locally advanced breast cancer, radiotherapy following breast-conserving surgery in breast cancer patients almost halves the risk of the cancer recurring. http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/StudyBenefitsRadiotherapyAfterBreastCancerSurgery.jsp 

REASON. This website was developed at the request of Research in Practice to provide a single point for the research-in-practice sector to access, use and share learning. It is meant to help the community find out from others what works to improve services for children and families, service users and carers. The website features discussion groups and a range of services to develop expertise in evaluation and analysis. http://www.reason-network.org.uk/ 

Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN): Managing diabetes. Diabetes patients and carers booklet - Urdu translation published. http://www.sign.ac.uk/patients/publications/116/index.html

Testing treatments 2nd ed. Authors of this second edition include Iain Chalmers and Paul Glasziou. The book aims to “highlight issues that are fundamental to ensuring that research is soundly based, properly done, able to distinguish harmful from helpful treatments, and designed to answer questions that matter to patients, the public, and health professionals”. http://www.testingtreatments.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/TT-interactive-optimised.pdf 


G. Staff focus

BMC Medical Education: Nurses' perceptions of online continuing education. There is increasing attention to online learning as a convenient way of getting professional training. The number and popularity of online nursing continuing education programmes are increasing rapidly in many countries. Understanding these may contribute to designing these programmes to maximize success. The aims of this study are to show nurses' perceptions of online continuing education and to determine perceptions of various groups; area groups, working companies, frequency of computer usage and age. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6920/11/86/abstract 

BMJ: Factors associated with variability in the assessment of UK doctors’ professionalism: analysis of survey results. This study aimed to investigate potential sources of systematic bias arising in the assessment of doctors’ professionalism. http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d6212.abstract?etoc 

DH: A Call to Action Health Visitor Implementation Plan: Summary Progress Report. This report sets out the progress made on key areas in the four-year transformational programme since April 2011. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130856

DH: NHS Pension Scheme Reform, letter from Andrew Lansley CBE, Secretary of State for Health. There is an accompanying factsheet. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_130923 

General Medical Council (GMC): Consultations on continuing professional development guidance and revalidation regulations. The General Medical Council has set out proposals for how it will support doctors' professional development, and what will be expected of doctors themselves. 
http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/10774.asp 

IHI: Leveraging the Power of Nurturing: Key Skills for Women Leaders. A recording (and slides) of IHI CEO Maureen Bisognano speaking about key skills for women leaders as part of Healthcare Collaboration's "Aspiring Women Healthcare Executives" audio series.
http://www.ihi.org/knowledge/Pages/AudioandVideo/LeveragingPowerofNurturingSkillsWomenLeaders.aspx 

International Centre for Human Resources in Nursing (ICHRN): Decent pensions – the issues. A summary prepared by Mireille Kingma for the International Council of Nurses. http://www.ichrn.com/publications/policyresearch/PensionsSummary_20July2011_EN.pdf 
Decent pensions for nurses – 2010 full report
http://www.ichrn.com/publications/policyresearch/ICHRN-Pensions.pdf 

NHS Connecting for Health (NHS CFH): 'Leadership for Informed Practice' events begin. A series of three-day events about clinical leadership begins today, designed for senior nurses and midwives. This strategic leadership programme, specifically planned to address a number of key aspects of clinical leadership and how to apply these to practice, where information and technology will have a significant impact. The events run from October 2011 to March 2012.
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/newsroom/news/lips 

NHS Employers: Retaining your health visitor workforce. This document brings together suggestions and tips to help HR, line managers and staff side representatives work together to develop a retention strategy for the health visiting workforce.
http://www.nhsemployers.org/Aboutus/Publications/Pages/Retaining-workforce.aspx 

Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC): Help inform our research on the NMC code. Evidence gathering begins. The NMC is beginning a process of evidence gathering to inform the review of the code which begins in 2012. The exercise will include a comprehensive literature review, a review of fitness to practise information, and feedback from NMC stakeholder engagement. There is a link to a short survey. http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Help-inform-our-research-on-the-NMC-code/ 

NMC: Improvement to NMC phone services. Action has been taken to decrease waiting times significantly.  http://www.nmc-uk.org/Press-and-media/Latest-news/Improvements-to-NMC-phone-services/

RCN: RCN member wins Mary Seacole Development Award. An exceptional member of the RCN has won a Mary Seacole Development Award, allowing her to pursue a project to increase accessibility and improve health outcomes for the Arabic population with type 2 diabetes in north Kensington. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_member_wins_mary_seacole_development_award 

RCN: RCN awards nomination deadline extended. The deadline for RCN award nominations has been extended to 14 November for nominations considered at the December panel meeting.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/rcn_awards_nomination_deadline_extended 

RCN: FAQs on indemnity scheme updated. The RCN has updated its FAQs on changes that will be made to the RCN indemnity scheme and which will affect members employed in general practice.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/faqs_on_indemnity_scheme_updated  

RCN: Nursing Standard up for Stonewall award. Nursing Standard, produced by the RCN’s publishing company, has been shortlisted for Publication of the Year in the 2011 Stonewall Awards, alongside other titles that include The Guardian newspaper’s Weekend section.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/news/article/uk/nursing_standard_up_for_stonewall_award 

Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS): New Nurse Prescribers' Formulary published. The Nurse Prescribers' Formulary for Community Practitioners (NPF) enables nurses to make the best treatment decisions for their patients. This essential reference guide for nurse prescribers lists what they can prescribe and also provides an overview of some common conditions together with relevant medicines. http://www.rpharms.com/pressreleases/pr_show.asp?id=335 

RPS: Professional standards for hospital pharmacy practice. The Society is developing standards that will provide a single framework that covers patients from admission through to discharge across multiple care pathways, and that might include aspects such as outreach care and home care services, and is seeking the active engagement of chief pharmacists and their teams.  http://www.rpharms.com/what-s-happening-/news_show.asp?id=324 


H. Publications

Bellagio Initiative: Commissioned paper: Caring for wellbeing. The Bellagio Initiative is a series of global consultations around the future of philanthropy and development in the pursuit of human wellbeing. This paper considers, in the context of global change, the centrality of care for human wellbeing and the damage caused by its sustained neglect in policy and practice. 
Report. http://www.bellagioinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Bellagio-Eyben-and-Fontana.pdf 
Summary paper. http://www.bellagioinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Caring_for_welbeing_BS.pdf 

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS): Northern Ireland Hospital Statistics: Inpatient and Day Case Activity (2010/11).
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/hospital-stats/inpatients.htm 

DH: Government Response to the House of Lords Report of Session 2010-12: No vaccine, no cure: HIV and AIDS in the United Kingdom. In this response the Government agree with many of the Committee’s findings and recommendations and see the report as a useful resource to help inform the Department of Health’s new Sexual Health Policy Framework planned for 2012. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130812 

DH: Mortality Monitoring Bulletin (Life expectancy and all-age-all-cause mortality, and mortality from selected causes, overall and inequalities): update to include data for 2010. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_130282 
Guardian Datablog: Mortality statistics: every cause of death in England and Wales, visualised. Illustrative statistical graphic. http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2011/oct/28/mortality-statistics-causes-death-england-wales-2010 

NHS IC: Social Care and Mental Health Indicators from the National Indicator Set: 2010-11 provisional release. http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/socmhi1011 

Office for National Statistics (ONS): Live births in England and Wales by characteristics of mother 2010.
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/vsob1/characteristics-of-Mother-1--england-and-wales/2010/stb-live-births-in-england-and-wales-by-characteristics-of-mother-2010.html 

ONS: Life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by local areas in the United Kingdom, 2004–06 to 2008–10.
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/subnational-health4/life-expec-at-birth-age-65/2004-06-to-2008-10/statistical-bulletin.html 


I. NICE consultation gateway

Please contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk  if you would like to be involved in any of these topics on behalf of the RCN:

1. abariterone for treatment of prostate cancer
1. Acute coronary syndrome - Rivaroxaban for the treatment of 
1. aflibercept for colorectal cancer
1. apixaban for treatment of stroke and atrial fibrillation 
1. Axitinib for the treatment of advanced renal cell carcinoma after failure of prior systematic treatment
1. Bevacizumab in combination with paclitaxel and carboplatin for the first-line treatment of ovarian cancer
1. bosutinib for treatment of chronic myeoloid leukaemia
1. bortezomib for relapsed non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma denosumab for bone mestases
1. Botulinum toxin type A for the prophylaxis of headaches in adults with chronic migraine
1. Dabigatran etexilate for the prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in atrial fibrillation
1. Diabetic macular oedema - Fluocinolone acetonide intravitreal implant
1. Canakinumab for the treatment of systemic juvenile idiopathic arthritis
1. Bortezomib for induction and consolidation therapy after autologous stem cell transplantation for the treatment of multiple myeloma 
1. hyperuricaemia in people with symptomatic gout refractory to conventional urate-lowering therapy - Pegloticase 
1. Mipomersen for the prevention of cardiovascular events due to homozygous and severe heterozygous familial hypercholesterolaemia 
1. Pemetrexed for maintenance treatment following induction therapy with pemetrexed and cisplatin for non squamous non small cell lung cancer
1. Tadalafil for the treatment of benign prostatic hyperplasia
1. Tocafinitib for rheumatoid arthritis
1. Ridaforolimus for the first-line maintenance treatment of metastatic soft tissue or bone sarcoma 
1. Zonisamide monotherapy for the treatment of partial onset seizures in epilepsy

The RCN is also seeking nurses/midwives with expertise and knowledge of the following areas to participate in the listed guideline topics:

1. Autism in children and young people - management
1. BMI and waist circumference - black and minority ethnic groups  
1. Borderline personality disorder
1. Children’s wellbeing - Home-based approaches to promoting children's wellbeing
1. Children’s wellbeing - Pre-school approaches to promoting children's wellbeing
1. Chronic kidney disease
1. Diabetes in pregnancy
1. Domestic violence
1. Drug use disorder – quality standards
1. Dyspepsia
1. Falls
1. Head injury
1. Lung cancer – quality standards
1. Myocardial infarction – secondary prevention
1. Multiple sclerosis
1. Obesity management
1. Overweight and obese children - weight management
1. Overweight and obese adults - weight management
1. Physical activity advice in primary care   
1. physical activity in secondary care
1. Spasticity in children and young people: guideline
1. post traumatic stress disorder
1. intrapartum care
1. Epilepsy (update)
1. VTE disease
1. Prostate Cancer
1. Quality Standards Nutrition support in adults
1. Quality Standards – Drugs use disorder
1. Smokeless tobacco - South East Asian population
1. Tobacco - harm reduction approaches to smoking cessation
1. Varicose veins


J. Events
 
RCN Events
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

11-12 November 2011 RCN Emergency Care Association annual conference and exhibition. Challenging times for emergency and urgent care. Holiday Inn, Birmingham. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/eca2011 

16 November 2011 Drug administration. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph. This study day aims to highlight the ways in which general principles of risk management can help to reduce risk of errors in drug administration. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/drug_administration3 

18 November 2011. RCN Imaging Roadshow. Cardiff. RCN Ty Maeth, King George V Drive East, Cardiff CF14 4XZ. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/imagingcardiff 

22 November 2011 At the sharp end - Implementing the European directive on the prevention of sharps injuries to health care workers. 22 November 2011 - 06 March 2012 - Various locations.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_workshops_to_promote_the_eu_directive_on_the_prevention_of_sharps_injuries_in_the_hospital_and_health_care_sector 

23 November 2011 Care planning and care pathways. The Faenol Fawr Hotel, Bodelwyddan, St. Asaph, Denbighshire. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/care_planning_and_care_pathways4

25 November 2011 RCN Cancer and breast care conference 2011. Thistle Marble Arch, Bryantson Street, W1H 7EH. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/cancer2011

25 Pressure ulcer management for health care staff. RCN Wales, Ty Maeth, Cardiff.  The aim of this study day is to provide a broad understanding of pressure ulcer development and management.  http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/pressure_ulcer_management_for_health_care_staff3 

25 November 2011 RCN Children and Young People Continuing and Community care Forum Conference.  Innovations and transformations. Royal College of Nursing 20 Cavendish Square, London.  http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/cyp_community_care 

28 - 29 November 2011 RCN Continence Care conference and exhibition 2011. Manchester Central Convention Complex. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/continence2011 

28 November 2011 RCN Older People's Nursing Network (OPeNN) AGM and seminar. RCN,17 Windsor Avenue Belfast BT9 6EE. The afternoon seminar has been organised in association with the Dementia Services Development Centre in Belfast with their director, Maria McManus as the keynote speaker. The seminar is aimed at all nurses working in an older people's care setting.
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/northern_ireland/rcn_older_peoples_nursing_network_openn_agm_and_seminar 

28 November 2011 RCN Continence - Specialist HCA, AP, student programme. Manchester Central Convention Complex, Manchester M2 3GX
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/continence_hca 

29 November RCN NI health care assistant (HCA) network conference. Royal College of Nursing, 17 Windsor Road, Belfast. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/northern_ireland/rcn_ni_health_care_assistant_hca_network_conference 

29 November 2011 RCN Scotland Activist Conference. Marriott Hotel, Glasgow. 
http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/scotland/rcn_scotland_activist_conference 

6 December 2011 Preparing for interview. RCN Wales, Ty Maeth, Cardiff. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/wales/preparing_for_interview7 

8 December 2011 RCN Sharps injuries workshop. At the sharp end – Implementing the European directive on the prevention of sharps injuries to health care workers. 20 Cavendish Square, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/rcn_workshops_to_promote_the_eu_directive_on_the_prevention_of_sharps_injuries_in_the_hospital_and_health_care_sector2 

9 December 2011 RCN Advanced Nurse Practitioner Forum conference. Advanced nurse practitioners of today: leaders, innovators and advocates of clinical excellence in patient care. 20 Cavendish Square, London. http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents/event_details/rcn_eventsms/advanced_nurse_practitioner 


If you would like receive this Quality and Safety e-Bulletin please fill out the online form at: 
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/usefulinfo/sign_up_for_e-bulletin2 

You can find more e-Bulletin examples in the archive at:
http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/practice/clinical_governance/updates 

Change of address – please notify us of any changes of email address at qualityandsafety@rcn.org.uk. Please state clearly your old and your new address.

If you would like to join the RCN please see the 'How to Join' webpage on the RCN website at http://www.rcn.org.uk/membership/join   


‘Working with healthcare professionals to improve the quality of patient care”
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