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	RCN Research and Development Co-ordinating Centre 

	1. RCN 2008 annual international nursing research conference: Last Call for Papers Abstract deadline: 17 September 2007

Liverpool, England, 8 - 11 April 2008

The International Nursing Research conference is the annual showcase conference of the RCN Research Society. The aim of the conference is to present knowledge from the leading edge of nursing research. Abstracts are welcome about a research project or a related research issue from anyone who has registered for the conference.

Keynote speakers include: 
Brendan McCormack, Professor of Nursing Research, University of Ulster and Director of Nursing Research and Practice Development, Royal Hospitals Trust, Belfast, Northern Ireland

Ruth Northway, Professor of Learning Disability Nursing, University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, Wales

Andrea Baumann, Associate Vice-President, Faculty of Health Sciences, International Health & Director, Nursing Health Services, Research Unit, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Peter Mansell, Director for Patient Experience, National Patient Safety Agency, London, England

Contact: Kathryn Clark, Assistant Conference & Events Manager
Tel: 020 7647 3585, 
Fax: 020 7647 3411
Email: research@rcn.org.uk
Website:  http://www.rcn.org.uk/research2008/ 


	RCN Research Society 

	2. The RCN London Region Research Society (LoRRS) welcome new members

LoRRS is a growing network of nurses who recognise the need to develop and use practice-based research. The focus of the LoRRS committee is support: 
- for nurses, whether they are novices or experts
- for all research approaches
- for the new RCN Research & Development strategy.
 
They hold meetings four times a year in different venues around the region. Each meeting has an invited speaker (requested by members) and time for networking. 

At the last meeting Peter Mansell, Director of Patient Experience, the National Patient Safety Agency, presented his views on patient safety and user involvement in nursing and heath care research. LoRRS look forward to welcoming you at their next LoRRS meeting.

Room 210. RCN HQ, 26 September, 4.30 - 6.30

Patient dignity in an acute hospital setting
presented by Dr Lesley Baillie, Principal Lecturer, London South Bank University.

Contact: Angela Grainger
Tel: 020 3299 1695
Email: angela.grainger@kch.nhs.uk 
Website: http://tinyurl.com/yo2stq 

	3. RCN Research Society East of England group - News and events for 2007

PowerPoint presentation crash course - 20 September 2007, 1.00 - 3.30pm 

Would you like to learn how to put presentations and posters together?  This event provides a hands on workshop with a highly experienced medical illustrator.

Basic research skills for nurses - 1 – 2 October, 2007 

This two-day course provides the novice researcher with the basics required to understand the research process and the information required for starting your own projects.

Both courses will take place at Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge.

Contact: Dot Chatfield
Tel: 01223 274446 
Email dap33@wbic.cam.ac.uk 

East of England regional group meeting/ AGM

Mumford Theatre, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, 16 October 2007, 14.30 – 15.30

Mental Capacity Act workshop

Mumford Theatre, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, 16 October 2007, 16.00–18.00

The Mental Capacity Act (MCA) has implications for all areas of nursing practice. This workshop will focus on the impact of the MCA and the best way to integrate the act into every day practice.

The workshop will be lead by experts in various fields of practice, with discussions about the implications of the Act for nurses and will be followed by an interactive question time.  

Contact: Joanne Outtrim
Email: jgo22@cam.ac.uk

Website:  http://www2.rcn.org.uk/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/ 


	Research Funding

	4. European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP)

EDCTP involves 14 EU countries, Switzerland, Norway, and a number of African countries. Its aim is to help fight HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis in developing countries, with the overall goal of reducing poverty by improving the health of populations. The programme objective is to accelerate the development of new or improved drugs and vaccines against these diseases, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials and on Sub-Saharan Africa.

EDCTP funding is awarded on a competitive basis through: Clinical Trial grants, Networking grants, Capacity Building grants, Training Awards. For information on current calls for proposals, visit the EDCTP website.

Contact: Dr Mark Palmer (UK applicants)
Tel: 020 7636 5422
Email: mark.palmer@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk

Website: http://www.edctp.org/About-EDCTP.2.0.html 

	5. Central Services Agency R&D Office: Education & training Opportunities: R&D Office Bursary Scheme 

The Research & Development Office for the Health and Personal Social Services in Northern Ireland (R&D Office) offers Personal Bursaries to support research training and education in Northern Ireland.  The scheme forms part of a commitment to increase the ability of researchers to conduct high quality R&D and for managers and professionals to be aware of, and act upon, the results.

The Personal Bursary Scheme provides funding for postgraduate degree or postgraduate diploma level research courses (including MRes) or research modules within a postgraduate degree/diploma programme.  Short periods of training in specific research methodologies will also be considered. There will be two rounds of the Bursary Scheme in 2007

Contact: Eimear Donnelly, Education & Training, The R&D Office
Tel: 028 9055 3617
Fax: 028 9055 3674
Email: enquiry@rdo.n-i.nhs.uk
Website: http://www.rdo.centralservicesagency.n-i.nhs.uk/

Closing dates on: 5 October 2007 (4pm), for the second round of the scheme.



	Current Research Commissions

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Biomedical Research Units 

The National Institute for Health Research is establishing Biomedical Research Units to undertake translational clinical research in priority areas: 

- Cardiovascular Disease
- Deafness and Hearing Problems
- Gastrointestinal (including Liver) Disease
- Musculoskeletal Disease
- Nutrition, Diet and Lifestyle (including Obesity)
- Respiratory Disease

Up to one million GBP per annum over a four year period is available. Appropriate NHS/University partnerships who wish to establish an NIHR Biomedical Research Unit are invited to apply.

Contact, David King 
Email: david.king@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.nihr.ac.uk/infrastructure_biomedical_research_units.aspx 

Pre-qualifying Questionnaire and supporting information deadline: 15 October 2007


	Fellowships/Studentships

	7. Medical Research Council Special Research Training Fellowships in Health Services & Health of the Public (HSR/HoP) 

At pre-doctoral level, the award provides a competitive personal salary, a fixed Research Training Support Grant of up to 10,000GBP pa, and an annual travel allowance of 450GBP. If the fellowship includes an element of research training outside the UK, overseas living allowances may be requested. Where the fellowship includes attendance on a course leading to a Masters degree, course fees may be met from the Research Training Grant. At post-doctoral level, the fellowship provides a competitive personal salary, research expenses, and travel costs at an appropriate level for the research.. Duration is 3 years.

Contact: Fellowships Team
Tel: 020 7670 5234
Email: fellows@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
Website: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Careers/Fellowships/DeadlineDates/index.htm 

Deadline: 12 October 2007



	Research Training 

	8. Michael Sobell House Palliative Care & Cancer Education & Training, Mount Vernon Cancer Centre and Lynda Jackson Macmillan Centre study days

Lecture Hall, Michael Sobell Centre, Mount Vernon Hospital, Sept - Nov 2007

28 September 2007 - GI Study Day
16 October 2007 - Non Malignant Palliative Care
30 November 2007 - Advance Symptom Control in Cancer

Postgraduate Centre, Mount Vernon hospital, Oct - Nov 2007

11 October 2007 - Head & Neck Study Day
9 November - Chemotherapy - what are the risks study day 
10 November - Radiotherapy study day

Contact: Anni Hall, Education Programme Co-ordinator
Tel: 01923 844177
Email: annihall@mvh-ljmc.org
Website: www.mvcnprof.nhs.uk


	Consultations Documents

	9. RCN-led consultations

The RCN is asked to comment on a huge array of consultation documents many of which have a very short timescale. To give RCN members a greater opportunity to feed into this process an up-to-date list of consultations is available on the RCN website. Recent consultations with RCN deadlines in brackets include: 

England 

Department of Health: Essence of Care - consultation on patient care environment: Draft - environment benchmark [5 October 2007]
Who from: European Commission: The future of pharmaceuticals for human use [12 October 2007]
Government Office for Science: Review of Science in the Department of Health [15 October 2007]. Please contact Ann McMahon, RCN Research Adviser, email: ann.mcmahon@rcn.org.uk  if you would like to contribute to the RCN response to this consultation.
Department of Health: Modernising financial allocation arrangements for NHS pharmaceutical services 2007 [17 October 2007]

Scotland

European Union: Discrimination - Does It Matter? [01/10/2007]
NHS: Draft Standards for Healthcare Associated Infection (HAI) [17/10/2007]
Scottish Executive: Refresh of Adult Literacy and Numeracy in Scotland (ALNIS) Report [TBC] 
 

	10. The Department of Health (DH): Making experiences count: A new approach to responding to complaints consultation call for comments

The DH is consulting on a new unified approach to dealing with complaints in health and social care. Fulfilling their commitment in 'Our health, our care, our say', the aim is to make the complaints procedure more user-friendly and ensure organisations learn from comments and feedback. 

Website: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_075652 

Deadline: 17 October 2007


	Research Networks

	11. Research Transfer Network of Alberta (RTNA) 

RTNA is a province-wide network of people interested and engaged in health research transfer. Their goal is to strengthen the use of research findings to improve health policy and practices in Alberta by:

- Enhancing the abilities of health professionals to do research transfer
- Fostering partnerships and mentorships to contribute to health research transfer 
- Exchanging knowledge and expertise on health research transfer with provincial and national organizations. 

Everyone with an interest in improving health and health care is welcome. Membership is free and as a member you can:

- attend RTNA Watercooler sessions, lectures, workshops and conferences
- join a working group to help shape the future of the network
- network with other members
- apply for sponsorship to attend selected research transfer workshops and conferences being offered across Canada. 

Website: http://www.ahfmr.ab.ca/rtna/ 


	Research in Progress

	12. NHS Health Technology Assessment programme (HTA) commissioned projects. 

The HTA programme is a national programme of research established and funded by the Department of Health's Research and Development programme. The programme actively seeks out the questions that meet the NHS's research needs, commissions research to meet those needs, and communicates the findings to the NHS and its users. The following projects have been recently commissioned:

HTA 05/47/02 The clinical and cost-effectiveness of surgical (arthroscopic or open) versus rest then exercise management for tears of the rotator cuff (UKUFF trial) <http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1551.asp?src=b07>

Website: http://www.hta.ac.uk/

	13. The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) focus group on code of conduct and equality and diversity

Londonderry, 25 September 2007, 10.00am to 3.00pm. 

NMC is inviting practitioners to participate in a focus group to discuss a new draft code of conduct and to provide feedback on the NMC’s equality and diversity schemes.  

Contact: Jodie Edwards, NMC
Email: jodi.edwards@nmc-uk.org 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	14. The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) latest published guidance - July 2007

NICE is an independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on promoting good health and preventing and treating ill health. The guidance is developed using the expertise of the NHS and the wider healthcare community including NHS staff, healthcare professionals, patients and carers, industry and the academic world. For more details on their guidance visit their website. 

NICE has issued the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales in July 2007:

Clinical guidelines
Drug misuse: psychosocial interventions and opioid detoxification
Acutely ill patients in hospital 

Technology appraisals
Varenicline for smoking cessation

Public health
None

Interventional procedures
Laparoscopic deroofing of simple renal cysts
Corneal implants for keratoconus
Corneal implants for the correction of refractive error
Insertion of extraurethral (non-circumferential) retropubic adjustable compression devices for stress UI in men 

NICE expects to issue the following guidance to the NHS in England and Wales on 22 August 2007: 

Clinical guidelines
CFS/ME
Urinary tract infection in children 

Technology appraisals
Multiple sclerosis – natalizumab
Psoriatic arthritis - adalimumab 

Public health
None

Interventional procedures
Laparoscopic repair of abdominal aortic aneurysm
Laparoscopic cervical cerclage for prevention of recurrent pregnancy loss due to cervical incompetence
Arthroscopic knee washout, with or without debridement, for the treatment of osteoarthritis 

Website:  http://www.nice.org.uk/ 


	15. NHS Health Technology Assessment Programme monograph series 

<http://www.hta.ac.uk/>. The HTA programme is a national programme of research established and funded by the Department of Health's Research and Development programme. The HTA programme actively seeks out the questions which meet the NHS's research needs, commissions research to meet those needs, and communicates the findings to the NHS and its users. The most recently published monographs include:

HTA Volume 11 (27) Cardioprotection against the toxic effects of anthracyclines given to children with cancer: a systematic review <http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1496.asp?src=b07>
HTA Volume 11 (26) Hormonal therapies for early breast cancer: systematic review and economic evaluation  <http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1485.asp?src=b07>
HTA Volume 11 (25) A randomised controlled trial and economic evaluation of direct versus indirect and individual versus group modes of speech and language therapy for children with primary language impairment  <http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1232.asp?src=b07>
HTA Volume 11 (24) The clinical effectiveness and cost of repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation versus electroconvulsive therapy in severe depression: a multicentre pragmatic randomised controlled trial and economic analysis 
<http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1203.asp?src=b07 >
HTA Volume 11 (23) Systematic review of the effectiveness of preventing and treating Staphylococcus aureus carriage in reducing peritoneal catheter-related infections <http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1498.asp?src=b07> 

Website: http://www.hta.ac.uk/project/1497.asp


	Practice Development 

	16. The Institute of Knowledge Transfer (IKT)

IKT is an independent, democratic and not-for-profit professional body, established to promote the interests of the profession and the practice of knowledge transfer. 

Knowledge transfer is a new profession that has emerged to manage the process of turning technology, know-how, expertise and skills into innovative, commercial products and services. It will have a major role in the successful commercialisation of research and other knowledge-intensive activity for the benefit of the economy and society.

The growing need to turn cutting edge publicly-funded research and knowledge into viable business propositions quickly is evidenced by the fact that there are around 12,500 knowledge transfer professionals employed in the UK and Ireland.

IKT will set standards for development of the profession and address issues surrounding accreditation, certification and training. Using the latest IT, the Institute will become a major force, helping knowledge transfer professionals work effectively by drawing on best international practice.

IKT’s vision is to create the leading knowledge network portal which encourages innovation and speeds up knowledge exchange and transfer.

Website: http://www.ikt.org.uk/ 


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	17. Israel Society for Nursing Research conference in partnership with Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Nursing and Midwifery Development, "Facing the challenge of health care systems in transition"

Jerusalem, Israel, 30 Jun - 3 Jul 2008

Contact: Conference secretariat
Email: conven4@diesenhaus.com
Website: www.internationalnursingconference.org/ 

Abstract deadline: 15 September 2007 

	18. Genito Urinary Nurses Association: nursing Autumn Clinical & Ordinary Meeting 2007: The politics of sexual health - solutions from the frontline

Royal Bournemouth Hospital, 27 October 2007

Afternoon programme includes a stakeholder consultation event facilitated by the Department of Health & Ministerial Office of Lord Ara Darzi, heading the current NHS Review Team. Representatives from the Review Team will conduct a consultative exercise with delegates, including a facilitated discussion.

Contact: Justin Gaffney
Email: justin.gaffney@st-marys.nhs.uk
Fax: 020 7886 7977

Abstract deadline: 28 September 2007

	19. 9th RCN Joint Education Forum: Partners in Practice conference

Paramount Imperial Hotel, Blackpool, 21 – 22 February 2008

Contact: Holly Peppiatt
Tel: 0207 647 3580 
Email: education@rcn.org.uk 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/events/ 

Abstract deadline: 1 October 2007


	Events

	20. Venous Thromboembolism Conference

Scarborough Hospital, North Yorkshire, 19 September 2007

Free to Acute Trust staff

Contact Mrs Sue Bacon, Nurse Specialist in DVT, Scarborough Hospital
Email: sue.bacon@acute.sney.nhs.uk  with a cc to (baconsue@btinternet.com ) 
Tel: 01723 385079 (answerphone)

	21. 13th international Network for Psychiatric Nursing Research (NPNR) conference: "Researching beyond the boundaries"

Oxford, 26 - 28 September 2007

Contact: Shevaune Fox, NPNR administrator
Tel: +44 (0)207 647 3835
Email: Shevaune.Fox@rcn.org.uk
Website: www.rcn.org.uk/events/ 

	22. University of Sterling, Department of Nursing and Midwifery Departmental Research Seminar Programme: “Interpretative phenomenological analysis: gay men and sexual decision-making”

Stirling campus, Highland Campus and Western Isles campus, 5 October 2007, 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Contact: the research administration team  
Email: nm.research@stir.ac.ukE-uk
Tel: 01786 466340
Website: http://www.nm.stir.ac.uk/research/research-events.php

Booking deadline: 24 September 2007

	23. 4th National Pre-Operative Association Conference

Manchester Conference Centre, Manchester, 1 November 2007

Contact: The Preoperative Association
Tel: 020 7631 8896
Email: info@pre-op.org
Website: http://www.pre-op.org/ 

	24. Africa Midwives Research Network, Lusaka School of Nursing 6th biennial international scientific conference

Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya, 5 – 9 November 2007

Contact: Dr. Margaret Mambolwa
Tel: +260-97-800067
Email: mmbolwa@coppernet.com 

	25. Korean Society of Nursing Science 6th international nursing conference: “Building network through nursing research”

Seoul, Korea, 7 – 8 November 2007

Contact: INC2007 Secretariat
Tel: + 82 2 566 6067
Fax: + 82 2 566 6087
Email: inc2007@people-x.com  
Website:  http://www.inc2007.org/inv-1.htm 

	26. University of Central Lancashire (uclan), Faculty of Health: Authenticity to action involving service users and carers in higher education

Grange Over Sands, Cumbria, 7 - 9 November 2007

The conference is supported by the work of The Comensus Project at the University of Central Lancashire.

Contact: Liz Kelly, Faculty of Health, University of Central Lancashire
Email: ejkelly@uclan.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)1772 893809
Website; www.uclan.ac.uk/healthconf 

	27. Instituto de Salud Carlos III, 11th International Nursing Research Conference

Madrid, Spain, 14 - 16 November 2007

Contact: the conference unit
Tel: 34 9182 22536
Email: investen@isciii.es
Website: www.isciii.es/htdocs/redes/investen/investen_presentacion.jsp 


