General Children’s Nursing Forum

Response to PDF Consultation

The concerns of the General Children’s Nursing Forum
 are reflected in the document submitted by the Children and Young People’s Field of Practice Advisory Panel. The main recommendations are summarised below.
Main recommendations

1. The role of the RCN needs clarifying:

· The two parts of the RCN are interdependent.

· The two parts of the RCN should be allowed to operate in separate yet complimentary ways.

2. There needs to be a supporting infrastructure for the Divisional structure to work effectively.

3. Economic costings need to be provided before decisions about the number of Divisions can be made

4. Branch structure and the composition of Council should be reviewed alongside current review of membership services

Recommendations relating to Divisional Structure

5. Divisional structure should include: 

· 5 cross-cutting Divisions

· Clinical Divisions – including children and young people, mental health, learning disabilities, midwifery and women’s health

· Sexual health should be part of the Public Health Division

6. Cross-Cutting Divisions and Clinical Divisions should have different election processes

7. Funding and voting rights should be allocated to Divisions depending on the number of full members in each Division

8. Financial allocation to Divisions should be based on business planning and outcome evaluation

9. The employers of Divisional Chairs should be compensated for a proportion of the time spent on RCN activities.

10.  A mechanism needs to be in place for members to belong to more than one Division (at no additional cost to themselves).

Recommendations relating to the RCN being the expert voice of nursing
11. The current forums and groups provide the expert voice of nursing consideration needs to be given to ensuring that this expertise is not lost during the reconfiguration.

12. The RCN needs to provide a mechanism for like-minded people to communicate/meet - if this does not happen many forums and groups have indicated that they will move outside the RCN

Other Recommendations 

13. There should be parity between the professional and trade union voices within the organisation:

· Chairs of Divisions should sit on RCN Council

· There should be parity in relation to funding and voting places for Congress 

14. Consideration needs to be given to what happens to the funds currently held by forums and groups. Any decisions should be made in discussion/consultation with current forum/group chairs and steering committees.

15. The RCN needs to find out what services members want at a local level and where they would like these to be delivered.

16. Sub-speciality groups (see Appendix 1) provide a mechanism for local/regional groups

17. Consideration needs to be given to the process of getting members to enrol in Divisions

� The General Children’s Nursing Forum is made up of seven groups: Research in Child Health Group (RiCH); Paediatric Advanced Nurse Group (PANG); Pain in Children Group; Clinical Leadership Group; Children’s Nursing Education Group; Paediatric Standards and Benchmarking Group; and the Children and Young People’s Rights and Ethics Group.





