	Research & Development Co-ordinating Centre Weekly E-Bulletin

26 November 2007


	RCN Research Society 

	1. RCN Research Society Northern Region group meetings 2007

Meeting room, Clinical Research Facility, Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne

10 December 2007, 3.00 - 5.00pm, followed by Xmas meal in Newcastle

Contact: Dr Debbie Carrick-Sen or Jane Eastland
Email: debbie.carrick-sen@ncl.ac.uk or Jane.Eastland@northumbria-healthcare.nhs.uk

Website: http://www2.rcn.org.uk/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/


	Research Funding

	2. BUPA Foundation

BUPA Foundation focuses its support on six areas of research, namely surgery, epidemiology and preventive medicine, health information, communication, mental health for older people and health at work. The Board is always interested to receive applications with a nursing focus. For more information, please 

i) Green healthcare. How green is your hospital? Or theatre, nursing home, practice or clinic? The BUPA Foundation is offering up to 750,000GBP funding for studies of more environmentally friendly methods in carrying out everyday activities and procedures in all health settings.  The studies must demonstrate that healthcare by these methods complies with current best practice including that of infection control or improves on this. Closing date for award is 15 February 2008.

Contact: Mrs L Saunders, Administrator. 
Tel: 020-7656 2591
Email: saunderl@bupa.com

Website: www.bupafoundation.co.uk  

	3. Epilepsy Action

Applications are invited for the Epilepsy Action research grants programme 2007-2008. Over 100,000GBP are available each year for: 

Small project grants - Deadline for receipt of application: 14 December 2007 and 10 March 2008
Research fund grants - Deadline for receipt of application: 14 December 2007 and 10 March 2008 
Research prizes
For more information see the website or contact Margaret Rawnsley.

Contact: Margaret Rawnsley, Research Administration Officer
Tel: 0113 210 8800
Email: research@epilepsy.org.uk 

Website: www.epilepsy.org.uk/research/awards.html 


	Current Research Commissions

	4. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO) R&D Programme call for proposal

Ref: EHE239 - E-health: Investigation of innovative solutions for the management of patient information across organisational boundaries. Three projects will be funded each with a budget of up to 400,000GBP.  Please note, that if there is sufficient quality and variety in the proposals received, the SDO Programme may fund more than three studies. Projects must be no longer than two years' duration and are expected to have a start date of May 2008.

Website: http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/currentcalls.html 

Deadline for receipt of full proposals: 17 January 2008

	5. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Academic Health Centres of the Future

NIHR Academic Health Centres of the Future (AHCFs) are being established to undertake high-quality applied health research focused on the needs of patients and to support the translation of research evidence into practice in the NHS. A briefing meeting will be held in central London on 20th November 2007. If you would like to attend this meeting, please notify Kumar Kadungala, email: kumar.kadungala@dh.gsi.gov.uk by 14th November 2007.

Contact: Dr David King
Email: david.king@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
Website at http://www.nihr.ac.uk/infrastructure_academic_health_centres_of_the_future.aspx 

Deadline for receipt of application: 31 January 2008


	Research Training 

	6. Engage in Research

A new, interactive website for biosciences undergraduates.  It covers the basic areas of research, including how and where to search for scientific papers, how to structure a literature review, basic statistics and much more.

Contact: contact@engageinresearch.ac.uk

Website: http://www.engageinresearch.ac.uk 


	Research Policy/Strategy

	7. New strategy for translational research creates new arrangements for clinical trials

The Medical Research Council (MRC) and the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) have announced a new joint arrangement for clinical trials. The initiative forms a key part of the developing MRC-NIHR joint strategy for translational research. As part of the strategy, a new clinical research programme called the Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME) Programme will be launched on 1 April 2008. The EME will be funded by the MRC, and administered by the NIHR as the lead organisation. The programme aims to support excellent clinical science with an ultimate view to improving health or patient care. Its remit includes clinical trials and evaluative studies which add significantly to our understanding of biological or behavioural mechanisms and processes, explore new scientific or clinical principles, evaluate clinical efficacy of interventions where proof of concept in humans has already been achieved and the development or testing of new methodologies. Details of how to apply for funding will be available from January 2008. 

Website: www.nihr.ac.uk 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	8. Clark, D.R. et al (2007) special report, "Health research funding: Members' of Parliament knowledge of and attitudes toward health research and funding", Canadian Medical Association Journal.

Website: http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/reprint/177/9/1045.pdf (.pdf 303K)

	9. Van de Voorde C, Léonard C., "Search for Evidence and Critical Appraisal: Health Services Research (HSR). Brussels: Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre (KCE); 2007.

Website: http://www.kce.fgov.be/index_en.aspx?ID=0&SGREF=5223&CREF=9868 

	10. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Service Delivery and Organisation (SDO): Research summaries

SDO is a national research programme that has been established to consolidate and develop the evidence base on the organisation, management and delivery of health care services. SDO research summaries aim to present the main findings of SDO research for the benefit of wider groups of professionals and non-professionals alike, e.g. policy makers, NHS managers and the general public. Recent research summaries include:

i) Higginson et al, (2007), "Care provided by generalists at the end of life: scoping exercise on research priorities". This is a research summary presenting an overview of a literature review and consultation exercise that was carried out to identify the current evidence base and priorities for further research to improve understanding of generalist care at the end of life.

Website:  http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/researchsummaries.html


	Completed Research & Development - Subscription Based

	11. Journal of Research in Nursing 

Journal of Research in Nursing publishes research on nursing topics and themes. Original research is published with the aim of encouraging evidence-based practice and improving the quality of patient care.  It is a leading journal that underpins good research with current policy. Each issue contains papers on a variety of topics in relation to health care, as well as a Focus section that highlights key up to date issues through papers written by experts in that specific field. The contents of the most recent Journal of Research in Nursing, Nov 2007, Volume 12, No. 6 includes:

- Editorial, Bishop, V.
- Towards an excellent health care system: Singapore nursing poised with 2020 vision, David Arthur 
Genetics - Issues in Nursing Practice, Skirton, H
- Working with publishers: a novel approach to ascertaining practitioners' needs in genetics education, Kirk M. et al
- Family communication about cystic fibrosis from the mother's perspective: an exploratory study, Coates N. et al 
- A different type of appointment: the experiences of parents who have children with intellectual disabilities referred for genetic investigation, Barr, O. and McConkey, R.
- 'I'm like you': establishing and protecting a common ground in focus groups with Huntington disease caregivers, Williams, J.K. and Ayres, L.
- Improving the discharge planning process: a systems study, Mukotekwa C. and Carson E.
- The dissemination and uptake of competency frameworks, Hendry, C. et al
- Vulnerable story telling: narrative research in nursing, Holloway, I. and Freshwater, D.
- Building a world class research infrastructure in Wales Kenkre, J.

Website: http://jrn.sagepub.com/

	12. Nurse Researcher

Nurse Researcher is an international journal of research methodology in nursing and healthcare. Published quarterly, it is focused primarily on the needs of pre- and post-registration students, practitioners and educators, and contains authoritative papers on the appropriate application and relevance of research methods to nursing and healthcare. 

The main aim of the journal is to educate readers in how to evaluate and appreciate research work through increasing their understanding of the methods which underlie it. RCN members can access the full text articles of Nurse Researcher via the RCN Library & Information Services: 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/library/ 

The contents of the current issue of Nurse Researcher, Volume 15, Number 1, 2007  includes:

Editorial, Serrant-Green, L.
Commentary by Norrie, P. 
Portable MP3 players: innovative devices for recording qualitative interviews, Fernandez, R. & Griffiths, R.
Computer-assisted software transcription of qualitative interviews, Alcock, J. & Iphofen, R.
The use of photography as a qualitative research tool, Close, H.
Using cluster analysis to explore survey data, Haf Spencer, L.
Analyses approach: exploring the effect of emergency department interventions on outcomes of hospitalisation, Clark, K. & Normile, L.
Conference presentations: developing nursing knowledge by disseminating research findings, Happell, B.
Visions of evidence-based nursing practice, Taylor, S. & Allen, D.
Making my mark: 'Sustained by a commitment to social justice', McGee, P.   
 
Website: http://www.nursing-standard.co.uk/nurseresearcher/


	Practice Development 

	13. Knowledge Translation+ (KT+)

KT+, provided by McMaster University's Health Information Research Unit, provides access to the current evidence on "T2" knowledge translation* (ie, research addressing the knowledge to practice gap), including published original articles and systematic reviews on health care quality improvement, continuing professional education, computerized clinical decision support, health services research and patient adherence. Its purpose is to inform those working in the knowledge translation area of current research as it is published. 

* based on the notion that T1 KT involves translational research from the lab to humans, while T2 KT has to do with understanding and enhancing the dissemination and application of research-derived knowledge in health care (Hulley et al, 2007).

Website: http://plus.mcmaster.ca/kt/Default.aspx 


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	14. The 13th Research Conference of the Workgroup of European Nurse Researchers (WENR), "Chronic Illness Management"

2-5 September 2008, Vienna, Austria

Contact: Elisabeth Marcher or Ingrid Leskovich, Austrian Nurses Association
Tel: +43-1-478 27 10
Email: wenr.conference@oegkv.at

Website: www.oegkv.at/wenr

Abstract deadline: 5 January 2008

	15. ecancermedicalscience

Free to publish oncology nursing research. A brand new, online cancer journal from the European Institute of Oncology is accepting submissions from oncology nurses without charge. ecancermedicalscience.com is an open access peer-reviewed journal that encompasses all aspects of cancer research and delivery. It is a not for profit online community for clinicians, nurses, and everyone from students to professors. ecancermedicalscience.com aims to improve communications between the entire cancer community by working interactively and faster. The nursing community play an important part in contributing to the cancer debate.  Submit nursing research online to ecancermedicalscience.com and take advantage of a rapid, high quality peer-review service, and immediate publication upon acceptance. ecancermedicalscience.com is completely free with no submission charge and no publication charge. Free to read. Free to publish. Free to comment.

Contact Hannah Redmond
Tel: +44 (0)117 985 6975
Email: Hannah.redmond@cancerintelligence.com

Website: www.ecancermedicalscience.com 


	Events

	16. CRC Cymru Co-ordinating Centre Training and Education

Wales

The CRC Cymru training aims to develop and co-ordinate a high quality training programme that enhances skills and competencies and provides professional development for people involved in CRC Cymru research.

29 Nov 07, "Cancer communication skills", South West Wales
5th Dec 07, "Research methodology", Mid Wales
12 Dec 07, "Quality issues in research", South West Wales 

Contact: Libby Batt, CRC Cymru Training and Development Lead
Email: Libby.Batt@velindre-tr.wales.nhs.uk 

Website: www.crc-cymru.wales.nhs.uk/ 

	17. University of Glasgow, 6th stroke seminar programme November 2007 - May 2008: Building a stroke network

Seminar room, ground floor, Nursing & Health Care, University of Glasgow, Glasgow

31 January 2008 - Findings from the "Burning issues in stroke" study
22 May 2008, 4pm - Cultural influences on stroke continence rehabilitation

Contact: Professor Lorraine N Smith
Tel: 0141-330-5498
Email: l.n.smith@clinmed.gla.ac.uk 

	18. RCN Discharge planning and continuing health care forum annual conference: Transfer of care - supported affordable flexibile effective

RCN, HQ, London, 12 March 2008 

Contact: Holly Peppiatt, RCN Conference and Events Organiser
Tel: 0207 647 3580
Email: liaison@rcn.org.uk 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/events/ 

	19. The Australian Confederation of Paediatric & Child Health Nurses (ACPCHN) International paediatric & child health nursing conference

Darwin, Australia, 30 April - 2 May 2008

Holiday Inn Esplanade Darwin & Darwin Entertainment Centre

Contact Secretariat
Tel: + 61 (0)7 38585503
Email: info@icphnconference.com.au

Website: www.ipchnconference.com.au/ 

	20. Israel Society for Nursing Research conference in partnership with Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Nursing and Midwifery Development, "Facing the challenge of health care systems in transition"

Jerusalem, Israel, 30 Jun - 3 Jul 2008

Contact: Conference secretariat
Email: conven4@diesenhaus.com

Website: www.internationalnursingconference.org/ 


