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South of Tyne and Wear Branch Annual General Meeting
19 October 2009
Present:

Angela Star

Colin Docherty

John Hooker
Sharon Johnson
Denise McLaughlin

Mark Tull

Michael White

Apologies for Absence:

Richard Atkinson

Mark Ball

Sue Cooper

Val Coneley

Chris Dickinson

David Gardener

Jane Hamilton

Kath Heslop

Gary Orton

Katy Tucker

Kathleen White

The meeting was not quorate.

1. Notes of the Previous AGM and Matters Arising from the Previous AGM Notes

The notes of the previous AGM were accepted as a correct record and there were no matters arising that were not substantive Agenda items.

2. Ratification of Activists and Activist Engagement with training and mentorship

It was noted that Mark Ball had retired and Muriel Shaw and Gavin Nicholson have been disaccredited.  
The elected Chair from today’s meeting agreed to write to Val Coneley ascertain whether or not she wished to remain accredited as although she had attended introductory training in 2004 she had not engaged in mentorship or any other training, and one of the other representatives thought that she may wish to be disaccredited.   
It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Katie Tucker with regard to her role as Union Learning Representative, and letters would be sent to Mark Johnson and Denise Reeves re their continuation as Stewards.
3. Finance Report
The closing balance on the branch accounts as at the end of September 2009 was £4,850.58.
4. Branch Action Plans

The Branch reported that they did not have a Branch Action Plan at the moment and some time needed to be set aside to undertake some work on this.  Steve agreed to send out the template to Branch members.

5. Dates and venues for future Branch Meetings and training details for Branch Executive Officers

A discussion took place on the possibility of holding meetings externally to the regional office.  Costs, admin support etc., were taken into consideration and it was agreed to hold the January meeting at Avalon House.  North of Tyne Branch had made a request to move their Branch meetings to the end of the Learning and Development Day for 2010 instead of the beginning as had been the case in 2009 and South of Tyne and Wear Branch agreed at this meeting to this request.    

6. Explanation of Election Process
Julie Lockhart, Regional Service Manager reminded members of the Election Process outlined in 5.3 of the Branch Constitution.
7.  Election of Branch Honorary President

Colin Docherty expressed an interest in undertaking the role of Branch Honorary President.  A discussion took place on the role descriptor and the presidential chain was shown to those present.  Branch members present felt that they would rather see the role undertaken by someone who is currently active within the Branch.  Angela Star proposed Colin and John Hooker seconded him.  

7. Election of Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and other Branch Executive Officers.

Denise McLaughlin was happy to continue in her role as Chair; Mark Tull proposed Denise and Michael White seconded her.

Mark Tull was happy to continue as Branch Secretary, Michael White proposed him and Denise McLaughlin seconded the proposal.

Michael White wished to stand as Treasurer, Denise McLaughlin proposed him, and Colin Docherty seconded the proposal.

John Hooker wished to be considered as an additional member of the Executive Committee.  Mark Tull proposed John, and Denise McLaughlin seconded the proposal.
Branch members were reminded that the Northern Board Regulations requested that each Branch Board member have a deputy – John Hooker agreed to be deputy Branch Board member for South of Tyne and Wear Branch.  

8.  Any Other Business

8.1 Congress Resolution Submission – Colin Docherty had prepared a paper for submission and shared this with the Branch.  John Hooker felt that the item may be better placed as a Matter for Discussion in order that a discussion could take place, the Branch agreed with this.  Mark asked for the Branches appreciation to Colin to be noted.   
8.2 Branch Table cloths – the Branch did not wish to purchase a tablecloth for use at RCN Events.  
8.3 UK Awards – Branch members were reminded that the closing date for representative nominations was 11 January 2010, and nomination forms were available on the website.  
8.4 A discussion took place about the possibility of hosting a reception to present the Branch Honorary President with the Presidential Chain.  Branch members agreed to the possibility of the regional office hosting an event to present all 5 Branch Honorary Presidents with their Chain of Office.

Please note these minutes have been approved by the Branch Chair and Branch Secretary and will be approved by the Branch at their meeting on 25 January 2010.
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