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The importance of involving patients' and the public at all levels of health care provision has been highlighted over recent years, not least by the report following the Bristol Inquiry and the work undertaken in England and Wales by the Commission for Health Improvement.

Children's and young people's nursing practice reflects the involvement of children and young people, as well as their families and significant others in decision-making and provision of care, with nurses working in a partnership approach.

Issue

· What should the RCN Children's and Young People's Field of practice be doing in relation to engaging patient and public involvement?

Aims 

To ensure the views of children and young people, parents/carers and representative groups/organisations (including representation from minority groups) are engaged in formulating priorities, represented in policy development and directly involved in particular projects as appropriate.

Activities

· Children, Young People and parents/carers speaking about their experiences at RCN CYP conferences
· Children and Young People involved in practice guideline development
· User organisations engaged in consultation processes for CYP policy development
· User organisation representation at CYP Advisory Panel meetings
· Young people involved in reviewing draft member guidance documents as appropriate
Target

The views of children, young people and their parents/carers are clearly demonstrable within RCN CYP activities.

Actions

· Following a review of work already undertaken, develop CYP resource available to members which includes key reference documents and techniques for engaging children, young people and parents/carers views

· Develop a database of key members and experts actively engaged in seeking the views of children and young people and parents/carers internally and external to the RCN

· Inclusion of CYP, parent/carer perspectives and involvement included within all Forum/group action plans

· Review membership and representation on CYP Advisory Panel at meeting in February 2003

· Young people and parent/carers involved in reviewing forthcoming draft member guidance as appropriate i.e. restraint, consent, covert testing, CYP philosophy.

· Consider incorporation of patient/public perspective in Paediatric Newslink/Paediatric Nursing
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