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	RCN Research Society 

	1. RCN Research Society Akinsanya Award for Doctoral Scholarship 2008: Last call for abstracts

Applications are invited for the RCN Research Society Akinsanya Award for Doctoral Scholarship 2008. The award will be granted to the most innovative thesis in the nursing disciplines. Excellence in scholarship, innovation and the potential to influence health care policy or practice will be the main criteria for deciding the award. The successful applicant will be supported in the dissemination of their work through a variety of media and will be awarded a free place at the RCN annual international nursing research conference in April in Liverpool, 2008. They will also receive a cash prize of 250GBP. See the website to find out if you are eligible to apply for the award.

Contact: Jenifer Caveney
Email: jenifer.caveney@rcn.org.uk 
Website: www2.rcn.org.uk/researchanddevelopment/rs/awards

Deadline for receipt of abstracts: 30 September 2007 

	2. RCN Research Society East of England group - News and events for 2007
 
Basic research skills for nurses - 1 – 2 October, 2007 

This two-day course provides the novice researcher with the basics required to understand the research process and the information required for starting your own projects.

Both courses will take place at Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge.

Contact: Dot Chatfield
Tel: 01223 274446 
Email dap33@wbic.cam.ac.uk 

East of England regional group meeting/ AGM

Mumford Theatre, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, 16 October 2007, 14.30 – 15.30

Mental Capacity Act workshop

Mumford Theatre, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, 16 October 2007, 16.00–18.00

The Mental Capacity Act (MCA) has implications for all areas of nursing practice. This workshop will focus on the impact of the MCA and the best way to integrate the act into every day practice. The workshop will be lead by experts in various fields of practice, with discussions about the implications of the Act for nurses and will be followed by an interactive question time.  

Contact: Joanne Outtrim
Email: jgo22@cam.ac.uk

Website:  http://www2.rcn.org.uk/researchanddevelopment/rs/networking/ 


	Career Development Opportunities

	3. Sheffield Teaching Hospital, Clinical Research Facility, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Matron

Salary band 8a, 34,048 GBP - 42,278 GBP

Contact: Theresa Ledger, Lead Nurse Research and Development
Email: theresa.ledger@sth.nhs.uk
Tel: 0114 226 1319 
Website: http://www.sth.nhs.uk

Deadline for receipt of application: 25 September 2007

	4. Leeds Teaching Hospitals Trust and Cancer Research UK (CRUK), Clinical Research Centre, Cancer Research UK department, Nurse Consultant/Assistant Director of Clinical Research 

Salary band 8b, 41,038 GBP to 50,733 GBP.

Contact: Sharon Linter, Deputy Chief Nurse
Tel: 0113 206 6506
Email: sharon.linter@leedsth.nhs.uk
Website: http://www.jobs.nhs.uk/cgi-bin/vacdetails.cgi?selection=911851087

Deadline for receipt of application: 26 September 2007

	5. Independent Scientific Advisory Committee (ISAC) for the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) database research three professional members required

The Appointments Commission is seeking to appoint up to three professional members to the Independent Scientific Advisory Committee (ISAC) for the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) database research. Quote reference DH7064.

Contact: Appointments Commission, Central Government Team
Tel:  0870 240 3802
Appointments Commission website: http://www.appointments.org.uk/vacancies/ 
(MHRA) website: http://www.mhra.gov.uk 

Deadline for receipt of application: 5 October 2007


	Current Research Commissions

	6. National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), Central Commissioning Facility (CCF), Calls and Competitions: policy research programme: The evidence base on the effects of promotion and pricing of alcohol related harms 

The Department of Health invites full proposals to undertake independent research on the relationship between alcohol price, promotion, consumption and harm. The research will have two elements: 

1. a review of the evidence from published and grey literature on the relationship between alcohol price, promotion and harm
2. a modelling exercise to explore the impact of potential policy changes in this area 

The research aims to: systematically identify, appraise and synthesise the evidence on the relationship between alcohol price, promotion, consumption and harm; explore the potential impact of potential policy changes in this area.
Duration: six months to one year
Funding: A maximum of 200,000 GBP will be provided for the two pieces of work outlined 

Contact: General enquiries
Tel : 0208 943 8979
Email: prp@nihr-ccf.org.uk 
Website: http://www.nihr-ccf.org.uk/site/callsproposals/prp/default.cfm 

Deadline for receipt of application: 11 October 2007


	Research Policy/Strategy

	7. Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR): Policy on access to research outputs

This month the CIHR unveiled a new policy to promote public access to the results of research it has funded. The new policy will apply to all grants awarded after January 1, 2008 that receive funding in whole or in part from CIHR, and grant recipients must make every effort to ensure that their peer-reviewed research articles are freely available as soon as possible after publication. This can be achieved by depositing the article in an archive, such as PubMed Central or an institutional repository, and/or by publishing results in an open access journal.

Website: http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/34846.html


	Consultations Documents

	8. Wales Office of Research and Development (WORD) for Health and Social Care: Consultation on an application for funding under the 2007-2013 European Union (EU) Convergence programme

WORD is co-ordinating an application for funding, under the 2007-2013 EU Convergence programme, to provide additional support for the health objectives outlined in “A Science Policy for Wales”. For the application WORD is required to gather evidence illustrating the demand for the activities that can be supported by the convergence grant and are interested in hearing your views. 

The WORD Convergence Fund proposal involves a health themed grant programme which has two components :
- The first component is intended to identify for financial support a number of organisations in the health sector with the potential to expand their activities to become world class providers of scientific and commercial services.  
- The second component of the grant programme will comprise a competitive fund, the primary focus of which will be translational science, taking the results of primary research from the laboratory bench to the market place and the establishment of commercial R&D services.

Contact: Louise Haines
Email: louise.haines@wales.gsi.gov.uk

WEFO website: http://www.wefo.wales.gov.uk 

Deadline for responses: 5 October 2007

	9. NICE consultations – RCN contribution Call for experts

The RCN is seeking specialists/experts to participant in the review of the following NICE health technology appraisal guidance:

- Febuxostat for the management of hyperuricaemia in patients with gout
- Abdominal aortic aneurysm - endovascular stent-grafts
- Newer hypnotic drugs for insomnia
- Drugs for the treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension
- Oseltamivir, amantadine and zanamivir for the prophylaxis of influenza

The RCN is also looking for specialists to be involved in the following NICE National Clinical guidelines:

- Diabetes in pregnancy
- Substance misuse in pregnant women
- Severe mental illness with substance misuse

For full details of the NICE work programme see the NICE website.

Contact caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk
Website: http://www.nice.org.uk

Deadline: 17 October 2007


	10. Clinical and cost-effectiveness of interventions in medicines reconciliation at the point of admission consultation: Technical patient safety solutions for improving medicines reconciliation at hospital admission pilot project

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) and the National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) have been asked to undertake a pilot project to develop technical solutions to address specific patient safety issues, which will form guidance for the NHS. As part of the technical patient safety solutions pilot project, NICE is consulting on the following patient safety topic and are pleased to receive comments on the topic’s provisional recommendations. If you would like to comment then please do so via NICE's website:

Website: http://guidance.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=452714

Deadline for comments: 10 October 2007


	Research Networks

	11. Clinical Research Nurses Association (CRNA) NEW website

CRNA aims to support nurses interested or involved in any form of research which relates to patient or client care, and to provide an organisation to disseminate research findings. It was founded in 1983 as a direct result of a growing awareness among a group of nurses that they had been continuously extending their role to less familiar situations such as university based clinical research centres. Today nurses are widely accepted as vital members of multi-disciplinary research teams who investigate all aspects of health care and use their clinical expertise as well as develop valuable specific research skills.

CRNA is keen to attract members from other organisations and professions, especially those who are members of research teams or who are interested in employing nurse researchers.

Contact: Liz Denver, Secretary of CRNA and Senior Nurse, Royal Free and UCL Medical School,
Tel: 020 7288 5307
Email: e.denver@ucl.ac.uk 
Website: http://www.crna.org.uk 

	12. RCN Northern Ireland: Seeing the person

Inaugural conference to launch the Network for Nurses Working with Older People [OPeNN]

Comfort Hotel, Antrim, 23 October 2007, 9.00am - 3.45pm

Contact: Anna-Marie Boyd, Conference Administrator, RCN Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 90 384 600 
Email: anna-marie.boyd@rcn.org.uk 

	13. Academic Clinical Oncology and Radiobiology Research Network (ACORRN)

ACORRN is a National Cancer Research Institute Initiative, funded by Cancer Research UK, the Medical Research Council and the Department of Health. The aim of ACORRN is to help revitalize radiotherapy and radiobiology research in the UK by networking and supporting individuals and groups, developing an integrated strategy and infrastructure to support this. It is for anyone who is interested in, or works in, radiotherapy/radiobiology research.

The ACORRN website gives you access to:

- A network of nurses working in radiotherapy 
- Research materials and advice 
- Information about practice development 
- The latest radiotherapy research evidence 
- Discussions of current issues in care 

Registration and all ACORRN facilities are free.

Contact: Nicola Stones, ACORRN Scientific Administrator
Tel: 0161 446 8279
Email: acorrn@manchester.ac.uk
Fax: 0161 446 8111

Website: http://www.acorrn.org 


	Research in Progress

	14. Primary Health Care Research & Information Service: Roadmap Of Australian primary health care Research (ROAR)

ROAR maps on-line research registers and databases that contain information about past, present and current research projects relevant to primary health care. It is a resource that helps funders, policy makers, researchers, and practitioners locate research projects in order to raise awareness of current and recently completed research, reduce duplication of effort, identify gaps, and to facilitate the development of collaborative research partnerships.

Website: http://www.phcris.org.au/roar/index.php 


	Completed Research & Development - Open Access

	15. Dobbins M, Rosenbaum P, Plews N, Law M and Fysh A, (3 July 2007) Information transfer: what do decision makers want and need from researchers?, Implementation Science, 2007, 2:20

The purpose of this study was to undertake a systematic assessment of the need for research-based information by decision-makers working in community-based organizations. It is part of a more comprehensive knowledge transfer and exchange strategy that seeks to understand both the content required and the format/methods by which such information should be presented.

Website: http://www.implementationscience.com/content/2/1/20 

	16. Service Delivery Organisation (SDO) programme: Review of research needs and priorities 2007

In 2006/07, the SDO programme carried out an extensive review of research needs and priorities. The review began with an online survey that was completed by more than 1000 professionals and members of the public, and successfully captured a broad range of opinions on important issues relating to the delivery and organisation of NHS services and potential future research questions.

The survey results were used as part of a wider process of research needs identification and prioritisation that has resulted in six research priority areas, which will be the focus of SDO funding and commissioning over the coming years.

This review has now been published and is available to download from the SDO 

Website: http://www.sdo.lshtm.ac.uk/needspriorities.html 


	Completed Research & Development - Subscription Based

	17. Nurse Researcher Vol 14, No 4, 2007

Nurse Researcher is an international journal of research methodology in nursing and healthcare. Published quarterly, it is focused primarily on the needs of pre- and post-registration students, practitioners and educators, and contains authoritative papers on the appropriate application and relevance of research methods to nursing and healthcare. 

The main aim of the journal is to educate readers in how to evaluate and appreciate research work through increasing their understanding of the methods which underlie it. RCN members can access the full text articles of Nurse Researcher via the RCN Library & Information Services: 
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/library/ 

The contents of the current issue of Nurse Researcher, Volume 14, Number 4, 2007  includes:

Editorial 
Commentary by Helena Priest 

Ethnographic research
- Insider ethnography: tinker, tailor, researcher or spy?, Maxine Simmons 
- Practitioner to researcher: reflections on the journey, Cara J Bailey 
- Experiences of a novice researcher, Karen Clancy 

Issues in research
- The supervisor-student relationship in developing methodology, Carmel Seibold, Susan White and Sonia Reisenhofer 
- Interviewing women: using reflection to improve practice, Caryl Skene 
- Older adults’ participation in research, Cynthia S Jacelon
- An investigation of factors that determine when men with erectile disorder present for treatment, Sangan Sookdeb 

Making my mark
"I remember thinking to myself that I have a story to tell" Angela Knight Jackson

Reviews and round-up
New publications and guidelines for contributors

Website: http://www.nursing-standard.co.uk/nurseresearcher/ 

	18. Journal of Research in Nursing, Vol 12, No. 4, 2007 

Journal of Research in Nursing publishes research on nursing topics and themes. Original research is published with the aim of encouraging evidence-based practice and improving the quality of patient care.  It is a leading journal that underpins good research with current policy. Each issue contains papers on a variety of topics in relation to health care, as well as a focus section that highlights key up to date issues through papers written by experts in that specific field. The contents of the most recent Journal of Research in Nursing, July 2007, Volume 12, No. 4 includes:

- Editorial, Veronica Bishop
- No worries!': Young people's experiences of nurse-led drop-in sexual health services in South West England,  Jenny Ingram and Debra Salmon  
- How adult are our learners?: A cross-sectional exploration of the learning characteristics of nursing students in a United Kingdom University, Peter Norrie and David Dalby
- Data quality management: an example in caregiver research, Marie-Luise Friedemann, Carlos Mayorga, and Frederick L. Newman  
- Introducing yourself to strangers': Nurses' views on assessing older people with complex care needs,  Susan Lambert, Valerie Thomas, and Lyn Gardner  
- Development of a questionnaire to determine professionals' attitudes to type 2 diabetes,  Joan McDowell, Grace Lindsay, and Kathryn McPhail 
- The self-directed learning readiness of first year bachelor of nursing students, Alison Smedley 
- Exploring the effectiveness of action research as a tool for organizational change in health care,  Jackie Bridges and Julienne Meyer  
- Student nurses in dialogues with hypothetical patients regarding paintings, Britt-Maj Wikström and Gunilla Sviden   
- Research for Patient Benefit - the view from the top: An interview with Professor Celia Davies, Loretta Bellman

Website: http://jrn.sagepub.com/ 


	Disseminating Your Research - Call for papers

	19. Genito Urinary Nurses Association: nursing Autumn Clinical & Ordinary Meeting 2007: The politics of sexual health - solutions from the frontline Call for abstracts

Royal Bournemouth Hospital, 27 October 2007

Afternoon programme includes a stakeholder consultation event facilitated by the Department of Health & Ministerial Office of Lord Ara Darzi heading the current NHS Review Team. Representatives from the Review Team will conduct a consultative exercise with delegates, including a facilitated discussion.

Contact: Justin Gaffney
Email: justin.gaffney@st-marys.nhs.uk
Fax: 020 7886 7977
Website: http://www.guna.org.uk/ 

Abstract deadline: 28 September 2007 

	20. NICE 2007 annual conference: "Evidence into practice" and NEW Shared Learning Award (SLA) Call for submissions 

Manchester, 5 – 6 December 2007 

The SLA will replace the posters that have traditionally been exhibited at the NICE annual conference. NICE is looking for easy to understand examples of how you have successfully met the challenges, and overcome the pitfalls, of putting NICE guidance into practice for their Shared Learning Database. 12 submissions from the Shared Learning Database will be selected as short listed entrants for the Shared Learning Award. See the website for more details.

Website: http://www.nice2007.co.uk/ 

Deadline for submissions to the database: 30 September 2007

	21. European Commonwealth nursing conference: Unity through the Commonwealth - present challenges in nursing, Call for abstracts

Malta, 28 - 29 March 2008

The Malta Union of Midwives and Nurses (MUMN), in conjunction with the RCN and the Cyprus Nurses Association.

Contact: Commonwealth Nurses Federation c/o RCN, London, UK
Tel: +44 20 7647 3593 
Fax: +44 20 7647 3413 
Email: cnf@rcn.org.uk
Website: http://mysite.wanadoo-members.co.uk/cnf/EuroConference.htm

Abstract deadline: 30 November 2007


	Events

	22. 13th international Network for Psychiatric Nursing Research (NPNR) conference: "Researching beyond the boundaries"

Oxford, 26 - 28 September 2007

Contact: Priya Tekchandani, Conference and Events Organiser
Tel: 0207 647 3581
Email: npnr@rcn.org.uk 
Website: www.rcn.org.uk/events/

	23. RCN Northern Ireland: North Down and Ards branch meeting 

Ulster Hospital, Dundonald, 2 October 2007, 5.45pm 

Contact: Bette McMullan 
Tel: 07921 403 996

	24. RCN Northern Ireland: Ward managers’ toolkit evaluation

Morning programme for coaches

Stormont Hotel, Belfast, 5 October 2007, 9.30am - 2.00pm 

Contact: Anna-Marie Boyd, Conference Administrator, RCN Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 90 384 600 
Email: anna-marie.boyd@rcn.org.uk 

	25. Florence Nightingale Seminar: From target to market: patient choice and provider competition in health care, Professor Julian le Grand

King's College London, London, 8 October 2007, 5pm

Contact: Catherine Forward
Email: catherine.forward@kcl.ac.uk
Tel: 020 7848 3062
Website: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/nursing/events/index#flo 

	26. RCN Northern Ireland Treatment Room, Practice Nurse and Nurse Practitioner Network evening masterclass 

Royal College of Nursing, Belfast, 10 October 2007, 5.30pm - 9.00pm (evening meal provided) 

Contact: Anna-Marie Boyd, Conference Administrator, RCN Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 90 384 600 
Email: anna-marie.boyd@rcn.org.uk 

	27. Getting it right: team working for adolescent health in primary care

Huddersfield New College, West Yorkshire, 25 October 2007, 9.30 - 4.00pm

This event is organised by RCGP Adolescent Task Group. The aim of the day is to empower healthcare professionals to improve services for young people in primary care. The event will be facilitated by members of the RCGP Adolescent Task Group and will consist of a combination of plenary sessions and interactive workshops.Target audience is all healthcare professionals working with young people in the community.

Contact: Catherine Gleeson
Email: c.r.gleeson@talk21.com 

	28. RCN Annual Emergency Care Association conference: Change Makers ringing the changes in emergency care

Warrington, Cheshire, 23 - 24 November 2007

Contact: Kathryn Clark, Assistant Conference and Events Manager
Tel: 020 7647 3585
E-mail: emergencycare@rcn.org.uk
Website: http://www.rcn.org.uk/events/ 


